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iPor HCRS use only
received

date entered

historic Farlow and Kenrick Parks Historic District

and/or common sane

2. Location

street & number mul tiple (see continuation sheets] cWi -t - -nbt forEwbligptith
city, town  Newton vicinity of congressiond digtrict ‘™ (eleven)
state - M assachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X. district public X. occupied agriculture museum
building(s) private unoccupied X commercial X park
structure iiboth work in progress X educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious
object ItliV. in process yes: restricted government scientific
| being considered A yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane mul tiple (see continuation sheet)
street & number

city, town vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds

street & number 40 Thomdike Street

city, town Cambridge dae Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Inventory of Historic Assets of the hes this propaty bean determined degible? yes no
Gomonveal t h

date federal A state . county local

depository for survey records ~ M@ssachusetts Historical Conm ssion

294 Washington Street Boston Mass

city, town state



7B Description Farlow and Kenrick Parks Historic District, Neamon

0
Condition Check one Check one
X excellent deteriorated unaltered N/A original site o' %
X good ruins X altered moved date -in!
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Farlow and Kenrick Parks Historic,District gecupies a central position; in the " village
of Newton Comer. Triangular inshape, it isroughly bounded by the Massacnusetts
Turnpike to the north. Park Street to the east, and Franklin Street and Newtonville
Avenue to the southwest; Church Street runs directly through its center, parallel to

the later boundary. Despite the district's proximtyto the state turnpike, its only
heavily trafficked thoroughfare is Centre Street which runs a southerly direction

toward Newton Centre. ,

The sixty acre, densely devel oped district isprimarily nade up of residential
structures, but contains a sanpling of well-designed religious, institutional and
commercial buildingsaswell. There are 164 buildingsinthe district, less than 35

of which were constructed after 1907, the cutoff date for the 1977 survey onwhich

this nomnation is based. (nh the whole, the area has retainedits original character

as aconfortable, late nineteenth century community with ranbling houses i navariety of
Victorian styles andtree-lined streets.

The district derives its nane fromthe two small psiiks which [ie within its boundaries.
Farl ow Park, inthe northern section of the district, is arectangle bounded by Church,
B dredge and Vernon Streets. It was laid out between 1883 and 1885 on | and that was
donated to the City of Newon by John S Farlow.  Although small inscale, itwas given
nany of the amanit| es of larger parks |ike the Boston Public Garden, including specinen
trees andanartificial Bond spanned by a rustic bridge. My of the original trees
remain but the pond has been filled, andthe bridge replaced by one of crude, iron
construction. (The nei ghborhood has reguest edthat Cormuni ty Devel opnent funds be used
for park restoration whichwould include the pond and bridge, and general |andscaping
as wel | as the addition of appropriate |anps and benches).

Kenrick Park, |ocated at the southern tip of the district, was one of the first parks
devel oped i n Newt on asd%art of a specul ative residential devel opnent.. Situated at t he
intersection of Park urch and FranklinStreets, it i s cval-shaped, tree-lined, and
surrounded by large nineteenth century residences. WIIiamKenrick, awell-known
nurser%/rran and horticulturist who becane involved i nreal estate speculation, requested
that the park be created. A exander Vdsworth, designer of .M Auburn Ceneteiy in

nei ghboring Canbridge and Vétertown (National Re%i ster - 4/21/75) received the comm ssion
in 1845. The stﬁlish resi dences that surround the park are reﬁresentative of the variety
and*qual ity of those found el sewhere inthe district. emi s a stone Mansard
ctottage, c. 1870 (#1535), a Stick Style house wel| devel oped with Gothic Revival details,
c. 1870 (1536) and W I |iamKenricik's own Federal period house, c. 1822 (#1534) which was
noved to its present site shortly after the park was conpl et ed.

The architectural variety andquality present on Kenrick Park is evident throughout t he
rest of the district aswell. Every major nineteenth century residential stylei s
represented, in<eluding Federal, Geek, Revival, Italianate, Second Enpire, Qeen Anne,
Shingle, Stick and Colonial Revival. These styles can be used to trace both the devel oprent
of residential architecture andthe devel opment of the community's grow h.

For exanpl e, a nunter of md-nineteenth century Geek Revival Structures stand i nthe

area around Church and Centre Streets i nclose proximtyto'the railroad Iine which pronpted
the district's early devel opnent. An exanple i s the residence at 195 Church Street

(#1640). Built c. 1845 this isathree bay, 2 1/2 story frame structure with the characteri-
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Stic pedimented gable front andpaneled comer pilasters. Dorners and anomate front
veranda were added |ater inthe century. Another fine Geek Revival house stands on
the opposite side of Centre St., onVernon St. (#1577). Although sonewhat changed i n
appearance, the house retains the heavy bracketed com ce and deep eaves of the Italianate %
Style. The wide conmer pilasters andunusual lonic verandas onboth sides are charac-
teristic of the Geek Revival period.

O her early houses (forthis area) inthe Geek Revival and Italianate Styles range N
along Centre St. 488 Centre St. (#1608) was constncted ca. 1846 at t he comer of

Church Street. The facade of this-unusuallysophisticated Geek Revival period house was
influenced by the precepts of symetry, simplicity, and order found in English Regency n
architecture. Thestark, planar facade, aneffect achieved by the use of flush boarding

and a deep gable com ce with wide comer boards, isrelieved only byprojecting cap noldings
on the first floor window lintels. Thebuilding' sside elevations, however, are nore

conventional indesign. Thenorthwall features paired bay w ndows, a motif associated j-
with Italianate houses i n Newon Coner. The bracketed second-story extension of the |
rear bay is alater alteration. Theentrance islocated onthe south side, fronted by 4

a veranda wi th openwork supports. At the rear isalong ell, entered onboth Iong sides.
Ebenezer VWodward owned this house i n 1855 and 1874. \Wodward, t he son of Deacon Elijah
F. and Ann Murdock Wodwar d, was a deacon of Eliot Church and a clerk at the Boston
Qustonhouse. 540 Centre St. (#1595) was constncted inthe 1840's at the comer of

Hollis Street. The boxy, symetrical appearance of this unusual Geek Revival style n
house i s achieved by a three-part conposition: anencircling Doric-columed veranda

square hip-roofed main block, and low nonitor. Thefive-bay facade faces Hollis Street

and has a center entrance with a peaked lintel andsidelights. Thefirst story isclad

in flush boarding with clapboards above. Paneled comer pilasters are used inthe second
story andinthe monitor. Mst of the windows retain their original 6/6 sash andare full-
length inthe ground story. The hip-roofedtwo-story sidewing is probably original.

Two fine Italianate style houses stand side-by-side at 566 Centre St. (#1523) and

510 Centre St. (#1522). Theformer is afront gabled house with extremely deep brackets

and paired side bay windows. |tstwo-story front veranda with open supports was A
probably part of the building soriginal design. The porch balustrades, however, date '
fromalater period. Sone of the detailing, such as peaked door and w ndow Iintels,

remai ns as a hol dover fromthe Greek Revival style. Six-over-Six sash has been -
retained inthe windows, which arefull-length onboth stories of the facade. The

| atter possesses a three-bay, end-gabled formdetailed with eaves brackets, a center
gabl e, and bay wi ndows flankingthe front entrance. |tsnost unusual featureis the pro-
jecting scalloped valance over the second-story w ndows.

Moving away fromCentre St. to Fallow Park, onefinds avariety of fine | ate ninetee
century residences inavariety of styles. 42 El dredge St. (#1571) isavery good
exanple of theStick Style. Built wwthajerkin roof andfront-gabled orientation,
the building's fram ng systemis enphasi zedk\fith applied flush boarding - a decor
systemassociated withStick Style design. Its nost i nportant features arethe rec-
tangular oriel, wthabellcast roof, onthefacade andthefront veranda featuring
jerkin roof at theentrance andel aborate scroll-sawn trim 34 Eldredge St. (#1569)
built in1899, andistransitional indesign. Thewodshingle cladding andganbr el
roof of this large, well preserved house arerem ni scent of Shingle Style design. |

(see continuation sheet)
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of the omate detailing, however, was derived frommotifs favored by builders in

the Colonial Revival style, including the deck balustrade on the porch, shell motif
in the dormer, broken scroll pedinment, and oval window 84 Eldredge St. (#1544)

was built in 1898 as the Pomeroy Club; i tis currentlybeing converted to condo-
mniuns. The buildingis Colonial Revival instyle and features a truncated hip roof
and front and side pavilions. |Itsdetailing was inspiredhby the Colonial period

and includes broken scroll pedinents in the dormers, Palladian motifs at the
pavilion gables, and the use of the lonic and Doric orders as windowtrim and

porch supports. Deck balustrades were removed fromthe main and porch roofs;
otherwise the original design is essentiallyintact.

A nunber of nodest Queen Anne dwellings stand on Wesley St. \Wesley Street, l|ocated
behind the Methodist Church, (#1615) was the site of the Wsleyan Hone, a church-affiliated

Vcharitableinstitutionthat cared for the children of mssionaries. |tws presunmably
naned after John Wsley (1703-1791), the founder of Methodism 39-41 Wesley St. (#1616)
dates fromca. 1892. Built with a hip roof and square shape, the roofline of this
house has subsidiary gables. [Itsoriginal wood detailing, including decorative
shingles and an elaborate front veranda, remains intact. 31 Wesley St. (#1618) was
built ca. 1880. The T-plan formof this house, with side porches flankingthe front

;wing, isrelatively unusual. |tswood detailing, includingvertical boarding in the
gable, incised floral motifs in the porches, and w ndow hoods, is exceptionally well-
preserved. The house is a fine exanple of Stick Style design.

The finest houses inthe district stand on Franklin Street. Among the nost elaborate
is 293 Franklin St. (#1540). Loring B Hall, a Boston businessnman associated
with the |eather industry, built this large Queen Anne style residence on a | ot sub-
divided fromthe Charles Billings estate. The symmetrical, self-contained forns
introduced with the Colonial Revival period influenced late exanples of the Queen
Anne style, of which this FranklinStreet residence is a fine exanple. By the
1890's high style versions of the Queen Anne drew directly fromhistorical sources
and the exuberant omanent that characterized earlier exanples was replaced with
Tudor/ Jacobean motifs. The three front gables and dorners of this hip-roofed building
have distinctly Medieval trim including carved dog tooth and rinceau pattems
in the vergeboards, carved paneling and pendants. #303 Franklin St. (#1541) is another
maj or exanpl e of the Queen Anne style designed in 1887 by George Meacham |t was
built for Levi B @y, publisher of the Banker and Tradesman. Meacham's design was
based on the asymmetrical massing and exuberant, eccentric silhouettes preferred by

+ exponents of the Queen Anne style. The vitality of this architectural period, as well as
the incoherence of formthat was often a part of the style, is expressed inthe Gy
residence. The designer had at his disposal a vastly increased assortment of
building materials inthe 1880's. Here, pressed brick, brownstone, turned and sawn
wood, terra cotta, stained glass, slate and conposition panels are used as both
ornanental trimand wall cladding. V@od was used to formthe curving shapes of the
building's major design features, a front porch and porte-cochere, second-level oriel
wi ndow, front gable, and comer balcony. The interior detailing has been preserved

essentially as i t appeared in the 1880's. #315 Franklin St. (#1542) was bhuilt for Frederick

G Sinpson, president of the Sinmpson Bros. Paving Q. and director of the Newton Trust
®. and Newt on Co-operative Bank, and as vice-president of the Newon Savings Bank. |t
dates fromca. 1902 The Sinpson residence and a carriage house at the rear remain
virtually unchanged. The house i s end-gabled and features vergeboards and panels

(see continuation sheet)
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and the centered front gable and at the sides. A horizontal enphasis to the design

is achieved by extending the front porch beyond the main block to forma porte-cochere.
Rel atively unconplicated i nboth plan and decorativedetail, the building s inposing
appearance i s derived fromits closely-spaced wi ndow openings, |arge size, and
prominent site.

Vernon Court, (#1553), an early 20th century apartment house on Centre Street represents
a wel | -designed change fromthe primarily single famly anbiance of the Farlow and
Kenrick Parks area. Venon Court, located at the business center of Newton Coner

near the Newton Free Library and the railroad station (no |onger standing), was one

of the first large apartment blocks erected inthis section of the city. The six-story
building isfaced with buff brick and features el aborate trim influenced by decorative
elenents derived fromthe Beaux Arts style. Built around 1905 by the Evans Apartnent
Gonpany, its first owner was Warren 0. Evans, a local real estate devel oper.

The ground floor area was apparently planned for conmerical use.

In addition toits many fine residential properties, the district contains several
churches of outstandingarchitectural quality. Facing Farlow Park are two Gothic Revival
stmctures. @Qace Episcopal Church (#1575) was designed by Al exander R Esty in

1877. QG ace Epi scopal ranks as one of the nost inportant churches i n Newon. Esty, a
lifelong resident of Framngham receivedhis training inthe office of Gridley J.F
Bryant, Boston's forenmost md-19th century architect. Gace Church (1872)

appeared at the mdpoint of Esty's architectural careerand i s considered one of his
major works. | tsdesign was based on the solem,stone Gothic Revival espoused i n
England by AWN Pugin and by Richard Upjohn, the |eading exponent of Pugin's
theories inthis country. The building's angled siting and offset tower at the

sout hwest conmer give theinpressionof conplexity toa sinple cruciformplan. The
steep gable end, with a gable-roofed side entrance extending beyond the main bl ock and
placed to balance the comer tower, faces Eldredge Street. The tower contains two
entrances and rises to an open belfry trimmed with Gothic arches, tracery, and
colonnettes. The transition between the rectangul ar base and pol ygonal stone spireis

acconpl i shed b?/ t he use of broaches af this level. A mnpinumof exterjor d?tail .and
continuous wal! material serve to enphasize the tower's height. The side elevations

termnate i ntranseptsprojecting beyond the |lower side aisles and clerestory inthe
nave. At the rear i s a small polygonal apse. [In Esty's original schene the church was
a self-contained unit; a connecting chapel, small parish house and choir hall were
added later inthe 19th century. The church was constncted of |oad-bearing
conglomerate stone laid i na randompattern. Door and w ndow openings were trimmed
with j-ed and yell owdressed sandstone inaltematinghblocks. This material was

al so used as coping for pier buttresses |ocated at the entrances, tower, and transepts.
Large Dblunt-archedw ndows with bar tracery appear i nthe end walls of the nave

and transepts.

The Newton Presbyterian Church (#1568) was built as the Channing Unitarian Church

in 1881 by Newton resident George Meacham Meachams design for the Channing church
featured a long nave with shallow transepts and a comer entrance tower, which was
a stone steeple. Attached at the north end i s a hip-roofedservicewing with sem-

(see continuation sheet)
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circular projections. The | ot faces Park, Venon, and El dredge Streets. The
building's detailing i sderived fromGothic architecture and includes large pointed
arched windows with plate tracery i nthe facade and transepts, pier buttresses,
comer turrets, and large gabletsinthe |ouveredbelfry section of the tower.

The church was built of brownstone from Indian O chard, Massachusetts. The use of
pol ychrome Chi o sandstone trim at the openings and bands of yellowslate inthe
roof are characteristic of the Hgh Victorian Gothic Style.

Henry- Hobson Ri chardson was the architect of the Inmanual Baptist Church (#1639) built
on the comer of Church and Center Streets i n 1885T The Newt on Coner church was a
| ate work, appearing a year before HH R chardson's death. Mbst of the design

y was apparentlyprepared by his office and not by Richardson himself. According
to Henry-Russell Hitchcock, prelimnary plans were drawn by Charles A Coolidge, later a
principal inRichardson's successor firm Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge. Both the
massing and detail are sinple i ndesign. Built of Longneadow brownstone, the church
is laid out ind cmciformplanwth short transepts and an apsidal baptistry at the
rear. Enphasis i s concentratedon the large square tower at the crossing and the front
wi ng, which features conpound arches at the entry and nassive foot tables extending
fromthe comce. As windowtrim Richardson used colonnettesand sem-circular and stilted
arches with wide voussoirs, motifs derived from Ronanesque architecture. The church
was planned with classroonms and service areas i nthe ground stories and the church
proper overhead. The conpactness of the design and its lack of intricate detailing
and carved stone trim probably contributed to the low cost of the project - - at
$70,000 a remarkably inexpensivework for Richardson's office.

- The Ngwt on Met hodi st Epi scopal Church (#1615) stands at the comer of Centre and

Wesley Streets, |ts1897 Byzantine derived design was by the fanous Boston architectural

firmof Gram Wentworth and Goodhue, who specialized i necclesiastical buildings.

The design i s inportant as an atypical exanple of their work, which was nostly derived

from Gothic architecture. WP VWeéntworth, who later left the firm was a

resident of Newton Coner. Laid out with a Geek cross plan and large central done over

the crossing, the church i s f~cedwith creamcolored brick and trimmed with white, matt-

glazed terra cotta. Both the front and rear wings contain |arge cartouche-shaped

wi ndows set i na shallowprojecting frontispiece and surrounded by omate nolded terra

cotta motifs. Elaborate curved parapets originally appeared at the top of each w ng;

t hese have been replacedwith simplified, stepped caps. The building i s enteredthrough
smal | vestibules, covered by small dones, which flank the Centre Street wing. Its nost

« pernmanent architectural feature, the large ribbed center done, i s crowned by a tenpietto-
style lantern.

This National Register nom nation is based on a conprehensive survey of the Newton Coner
area, conducted by architectural historian Kathy Hatch in 1977. Inventory forms were
produced for each structure which pre-dated 1907; these included categories (ngjor,
mnor, contributing, or no significance.) Wile preparingthe National Register

nom nation, all later buildings were also inventoried and assigned a letter after their
assessor's | ot rajmber. Wile These buildings do not date fromthe district's najor
period of significance (1870-1910), they do not intrude upon its general character in
nost cases, maintaining the general scale and residential use.

Only those buildings less than fifty years old, and specifically excluded by the National
Regi ster criteria, should be considered as intmsions. : .
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Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric X- community planning A landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 MNarchitecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
2L 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement .philosophy theater
1900- communications industry -“politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specificdates  1870-1910 Builder/Architect Cram, Wentworth » Goodhue, H. H.

Ri chardson, Al exander Esty and others
St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)
The Farlow and Kenrick Parks Historic District possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials andworkmanship as wel | as associations with Newton' s nineteenth century
devel opnent as a fashionable Boston suburb. Taking its nane fromthe two small parks
within its boundaries, the district exenplifies the city's period neighborhoodsi n
several inmportant ways: the high quality of its architecture, the enphasis on picturesque
planning and attention t olandscape detail, and the siting of inposing civic and institu-
tional buildings within aprimarily residential setting. The district meets criterion C
of the National Register of Historic Places.

Newton i s an affluent suburban city on the primary westem corridor of Metropolitan

Boston. It was originally granted as part of Canbridge i n 1636 and was established as

a separate town as early as 1692. It existed as a farmng community with a fewsmall
industrial centersuntil the early nineteenth century. At that time, tunpikes andthen
railroads were extended westward fromBoston, nmaking Newton available t ocommuters. The
main rail line was the Boston and Wrcester which ran through Newton Coner and Aubundal e
in 1834. "The Nfeteor's" daily runs nade Newton easily accessible t oBoston, encouraging
first, suriiner vacationing by Bostonians, and soon after, theconstruction of permanent ,
hones by t he upper and m ddl e cl asses.

The Farlow-Kenrick Parks Historic District, which lies just south of the original rail-
road route i nNewton Corner (nowused by the BWM Rail road/ MBTA and t he Massachusetts
Tunpike), was at the center of Newton' s early growh as a ma or suburb. Sone specul ative
real estate devel opment occurredhere shortly after introduction of the railroad which
resulted i none of Newon's first residential parks. This was Kenrick Park which was

laid out i n 1845 at the request of WIlliam Kenrick, awell-known nurseryman and horticul -
turist, turned; real .estate, speculator- It was designed by A exander Wadsworth, who was

wel | known for hi swork on M. Aubum Ceretery nearby i n Canbridge/ Wt ertown (National?
Register - 4/21/75). This i sthe best preserved of three Newt on parks designed by Wadswort h.

Despite this early start, development didnot really take of funtil after md-century
when Newton's transportation network expanded t oinclude a nunber of streetcar |ines.
This ledtorapid suburbanization, centeredaround conmuter depots |ike Newt on Coner.
The Farlow and Kenricifc Parks Historic District was densely built up between 1870 and
1910, a fact which i sevidenced i nthe architectural styles present. During this
period a second park, Farlow, was |aid out, and nunerous high quality residences and
institutional buildings constncted. Chief anong these arethe churches designed by
architects of national repute such as t helnananuel Baptist Qurch by HH Richardson
(#1639; 1885) and t he Newt on Met hodi st Epi scopal Church by the firm of Gam Wntworth
and Godhue (#1615; 1897).

The Farlow and Kenrick Parks Historic District remains as an excellent exanple of an
upper-mddl e class, late-nineteenth century residential neighborhood. Preservinga nunber
of outstanding stmctures, as well as twosmall parks, and the original curving street-
plan, it has been identified as one of the best such exanples i n Newt on and t he Boston area.
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Please refer to the attached Newton assessor's mgp on which the boundaries are delineated.
Boundaries, in general, were based on historic deveopment pattems, current land use, visual
qualities and the extent of the 1977 survey on which this nomination was based.

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state il \Dir code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
nan@'title Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with Newton Historical Gonm ssion

organization Mssachusetts Historical Conm ssion dte March 1982
drest & numbe 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state M assachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state it local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), i hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set fortlvby the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature [I"CHACAMN

titte Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commisson dae ~/""Bl-.,

For HCRS uze anly
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
A A Snferea in tKa

tlonal Beglat e
eeper of the National Register gatlona gl ater

Attest: date .
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 805
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______ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
li1i1imf | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
HISTORICAL Boston, Massachusetts

02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 ~ Secretary of State

My 27, 1982

Ns. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic P aces
National Park Service

Departnent of thelnterior

Véshi ngton, DC 20243

Dear M. Shull:

Encl osed youwill find thefollowng nomnation fglrr’rsi,-"i J
Goncord:  Weel er-1~rriamHouse (local)

doucester: Central doucester Historic District (local)
Leomnster: NMonunent Square Historic District (local)
Leomnster: \dchusett Shirt Factory (local)

Newton: Farlow and Kenrick Parks Historic District (local)

Al'l have been voted eligibleby the State Review Board and have been si gned

by the State Historic PreservationOfficer. Qanerswere notified of pending '
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before theneeting andwere af f orded

%he opportunity tocomment. QGomments received todate are attached t othe nomnation
orns.

Sincerely,

CGandace Jenki r

Regi strat™ion Director

Missachuse' t-fes Hi storical Gomm ssi on
Q) sac

encl osur es



