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1. Name of Property
historic name Grafton Common Historic District
other names/site number Central Square

2. Location

street & numberWorcester,Oak,Millbury,Church.South.Upton & North not for Ipublication

city, town Grafton *Srrpp

state Massachusetts code 025 count))  Worcester .code n?7 zip code 01519

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[X~| private | Ibuiiding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
fx~| public-local [xI district 16 _ buildings
I Ipublic-State I Isite —1 . sites
I I public-Federal | Istructure . structures
I lobject . objects
22 4. Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register "

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

A nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties inthe
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official n Date

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission;

AN N N _
State or Federal agencyi and bureau %ilat'e "Hi.s run n rn Preservation "Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register.
| | See continuation sheet.
| [determined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.
| ldetermined not eligible forthe
National Register.

I lremoved from the National Register.
[ 1other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function orUse  Grafton Common Histioric District, Grafrnn, MassftrhnspttR

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/single dwelling Domestic/single dwelling
Dome. stic/ hot el nr>mP<;M" r/hrtfpl
Commer ce/ Trade/ prof ess 1ona 1 nf fi rp*; Cnmmpr rp/ Tradp/ prnf PSsi gnal offices
Commerre/ Tradp/ gpnpral .qtorp Cnnmprrp/ Tradp/ general store
Religio_n/_rel iginiic; c;rriirMirp RPI igir.n/r-pligirtiig chi-iif-»-11TP

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick, stone

FARTY RF.PIIRT.Tr/FpHPT-al walls wood, brick

MIn- 19TH n./ Grppk Revi val

LATE VTICTORTAN Tral ianate; RpronH Fnpir-p; roof _ asphalt
Queen Anne other

LATE-19TH & 20TH C REVI VALS/ Geor gi an Revi val

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Grafton fnnon Historic District is anexceptional corx:entrationof
19th-century residential, institutional, and conmercial buildingsina

wel | - preserved crossroads village. | tisunusually intact, and retains
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and feeling,

as well as significant associations with the devel opnent of the village in the
19th and early-20th centuries. The district possesses distinguished buildings
in the Federal, QGeek Revival, Italianate, Second Enpire, Queen Anne, and
CGeorgi an Revival styles. The Grafton Qommon District is of local significance
and neets criteria A and Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

The area conprising the town of Grafton was originally occupied by a tribe of
N pmuck [ ndians and known as Hassanam sco, neaning "place of small stones.”

It was established as the Massachusetts Bay Colony's third praying town as
early as 1654. By 1714, however, colonial settlers came t o the areaand
gained General Court perm ssion to purchase in 1728, The Gonmon itself was
established then, when the forty proprietors, inlaying out their settlement,
voted t oset aside four acres of common | and t o acccxnnodate a neeti nghouse,
training-field, and a burying place. Very quicklythe Gxnnon (Mp #1) becane
the center of institutional activity because at the center stood the first
meet i nghouse of the Congregational settlers, constructed in 1730. The

meet i nghouse was t hefocal point of the comunity for nearly one hundred years.

Surrounded by di spersed farnsteads and adjacent water-powered mill sites,
Grafton was fortunateto be | ocated onthe primary coach |ine between

Provi dence and Vforcester. This transportation [ink spawned such

txavel -rel ated businesses as hotels, stables, and general stores. BotlJi the
Grafton Inn (1805, Mp #3) and the Wieel er Block (1806; Map #7) represent
early-19th-century conmercial devel opment on the Qannon.  Soon houses wer e

See continuation sheet
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symetrical seven-bay conposition. A third floor was added, ca. 1865 to
house a | arge hall, under a mansard roof characteristic of the Second Eitpire
style.

Early-19th-century residential devel opnment i s represented by several buil dings
in tihe district. The large 2 1/2-story Dr. Henry Parker House, 28 Central
Square (Mp #11, ca.1810), enploys the common five-bay facade and paired
interior chimeys, and is connected to its barn by a rear ell, a fine exanple
of early-19th-century architectureof rural New England. Wth the exception
of the porch and bay w ndow. Wich are |ater additions, the building retains a
great deal of its historic fabric. The later Geek Revival-styleWod-Pierce
House, 1 Church Street (I-lap #13, ca. 1830), is a cross-gable house with tall
pedi mented gables, symetrical fenestration, and denticular com ce and entry
porch. Sinpler Geek Revival houses take the famliar 2 1/2-story, three-bay,
side-enti)y, gable-front form at 37 and 39 Central Square (Mp #16 and #17,
ca. 1840).

I nportant ecclesiastical buildings domnate the district, recallingits

begi nnings as the meetinghouse center. Tw churches dating from the 1830s,
the First Baptist Church, 33 Central Square (Mp #15 1830), and the
Evangel i cal Congregational Church, 30 Central Square (Mp #12, 1833),
currently occupy promnent positionson the Gonmon. The design of these
churches i s strikingly simliar: both are Geek Revival and possess a w de
pedi mented gable front containing a lunette, supported by four colums, and
topped by a square tower and spire. Fenestration has been altered (ca. 1890)
on all elevations of the Evangelical Congregational Church,its

colums are fluted Doric, and itsspire four staged. The Baptist Church has
Tuscan columms and a two-staged spire tower. A third, similiar neetinghouse
was built in 1832, but was replaced in 1863, by the iiripressive Italianate
Unitarian Church, 3 Central Square (Mp #5). A heavily ornanented entry
pavilion i sthe focal point of the facade, rising from rusticated base through
lonic pilasters, to a bracketed pediment. The pavillion supports a square
clock tower, belfry, and elaborate, three-tiered ogee roof.

The Grafton Qannon possesses several irnportant commercial buildings from the
md-19th century, most notably the Warren Block, also known as the Town House,
0 Central Square, (Mp #6, 1862). Originally constructed as a cc«nnercial

bl ock, this brick Second Enpire-style building remains substantially intact.
Characteristic of this style are its mansard roof, dorners, modillioned
cornice, bracketed w ndowhoods, and a single-storyveranda. O a smaller
scal e, the Gaudette Building, 10 Central Square, (Mp #38, ca. 1840) represents
earlier cctnmercial architecture. Geek Revival instyle, the Gaudette
building i s a gable-front plan and rises 2 |/2-stories. An enclosed exterior
stair projects from the east elavation, dating as early as 1899, when the

conti nued
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building was used as a school. Fenestration at the facade has been altered by
the additionof a nodern alumnumand glass storefront and second story
picture window Although the building has been sheathed i n al um num siding,
original panelled comer boards remain visible. This style was also enployed
for the design of the Faul kner Building, 25 Central Square (Mp #4, ca. 1840),
a 1 1/2-story store that has operated as a bank for over a century. The Doric
tenple front has a flush board, center-entry facade, with roundheaded w ndows.

Two fine exanples of late-19th-century residential construction, the Weeler
House, 2 Gk Street (Myp #10, ca. 1865), and the Fisher House, 2 South Street
(Ifep #14, ca. 1890), exist within the district. The Second Enpire-style
Weel er House i s one of the nost elegant residences on the Gormon. The
building i srectangular inplan and rises three stories beneatih a shallow
mansard roof. A large oriel, supported on elaborate consoles, dcininates the
facade. Bel ow the oriel, double doors of the main entry are contained in
arched surrounds, and flanked by bay w ndows. The Fisher House i s the only
building inthe district representative of the Queen Anne style. Its
asymetrical composition, projecting bays, and use of varied materials are
ciharacteristic of the style. Although the building is currently being used
for c<|)mTer|ci al purposes, outwardly its residential appearance has been altered
very little,

(e of the most inportant buildingswithin the district isthe Grafton Public
Library, 35 Central Square (Myp #18, 1927). The library was designed by Gscar
Thayer i n the Georgian Revival style. The library isa singlestoned brick
gabled block crowned by a narrowcupola. Its walls rise to forma parapet
along the gables. The facade i s domnated by a central entrance pavilion
flanked by tall, roundheaded w ndows.

The only noncontributing structurewithin the district is a smll Colonial
Revival office building located at the northwest corner of the district, 12
Central Square (Mp #9, 1940), an Lr-shaped building constructed in brick.
Adjacent to the district are residential areas that may, inthe future, prove
to conprise a district.

conti nued
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Archaeol ogi cal Description
VWhile no prehistoric sites are currently recorded inthe district, it is

possible that sites are present. Twosites have been reported within the
general area (within one mle). The physical characteristics of the
district—the edge of abroad terrace adjacent to the Quinsigamond River near
its confluence with the Blackstone River—would have nade this an attractive
area for native settlement and subsistence activities. During the Contact
Period, N prmck Indians, locally known as the Hassanam sco, occupied the
Grafton area. The unknown site of the 17th-century praying Indian village,
Hassanam sco, was also located inGafton. Gven the size of the district
(5.9 acres), historic devel opnment inthe area, and the historic presence of
Native Anericans, a noderate potential existsthat sites are present.

Ahigh potential exists for significant historic remains onthe property.
Controlled testing and excavation nay help to determine i f remains of the 1730
meet i nghouse survive on the connons. Simlar research nmay also help resolve
VAiether any remains of Grafton's early 18th-century residences were al so
constructed on the cannon. Structural remains and occupation related features
(trash pits, privies, wells) rmay exist from 18th-century settlement.
Cccupation related features are also likely around early, md, and |ate
19tli-century structures extant inthe district.



8. Statement of Significance r;raftnn Cnmmnn Historic ni~trirt, Grafton, Maggarhll.;p~".;
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally I | statewide Pxl locally
Applicable National Register Criteria IY~IA | |B FylC | ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | |A I |[B | |[C I |[D I |E | |[F I |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1728-1938

Comunity Planning and Devel opment

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
NITA N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Grafton Gomon Historic District islocatedinthe center of the town of
Grafton, i nWrcester County, Mssachusetts. | t enconpasses all of the

buil dings bordering imediately onthe Town Gonmon, including structures on
Worcester, M lbury, Church, South, Upton, andNorth Streets. Cccupyingan
area of approximtely five acres, lHedistrict's contributingproperties
include seventeen buildings, onesite, twostructures, and three objects. The
district i scharacterizedby the nunber of well preserved, md-19th-century
institutional buildings constructed at the inportant crossroads village during
its nost prosperous years. The buildings are well maintained and intrusioni s
limted t o asingle srtall building.

The focus of the district isthe Grafton Cannon, (Map #1), al so known as
Central Square, a small park, grass-covered, subdivided by paths, and shaded
by trees. Originally a four-acre area set aside i n 1728 for tihe neetinghouse,
training field, andburying ground, it was fenced ard landscaped i n 1845.

W thin the park, a Bandstand (M #2) was constructed during the 1935 film ng
here of Eugene O Neill's Ah, Wlderness. Three nenorials are alsolocated
here. Thefirst isacCivil Var Menorial (Map #20) dating t o1867-1868, an
talian marbl e obelisque surrounded by a wought iron fence and shrubs. The
Jerone Weel ock Statue (Map #21) i s bronze, the work of Herbert Adans dating
from 1906-1908, atribute t othe Grafton nativewhoinvented the steam engine
val ve systemand t he Wieel ock engine. The Wrld Vér | Monurent (Map #19) isa
bronze placque set into a boulder datingto 1923-

The ol dest surviving representatives of the Gmmon' s history are tihe Grafton
Inn, 21 Central Sqguare (Map #3, 1805, NR 1980), and the Weel er Block, 1
Central Square (Map #7, 1806), both of vAiich retain substantial elements of
their original design. Ahandsone Federal-stylestructure, the three-story
Grafton I nn possesses a shall ow three-bay pavilion at the facade, brick end
walls, and ahiproof rising toalargecupola. Arear ell and Italianate
two-story porch were added ca. 1865. Although the Weel er Block has been
altered several times over the last 180 years, it retains nmany characteristic
el ements of its Federal design including first-story storefronts and

pn See continuation sheet
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constructed inthe area and a small village devel oped. Theol dest residence
is the Federal Dr. Henry Parker House (Mp #11). Dr. Parker commenced
practice inGafton in 1811 and continued for about forty-six years. Another
early residence onthe Gonmon, constructed ca.l830 (altered ca.l850), is the
Wbod- Pi erce House (Mip #13), a Qeek Revival-stylestructure i nan L-shaped
configuration. Harry Vdod (1791-1838) used it ashis law office while a
resident of Grafton. Wéod hel d numerous offices and was clerk of the
corporation that built the second meetinghouse in 1831. In the 1850s, t he
house was purchased by Silas A Pierce, another prcminent citizen of Grafton
wo acted asthe local postunaster under Presidents Pierce, Buchanan, and
Johnson.

In the early-19th century, prolonged and heated controversy between the
established Congregational Church and dissident faiths resultedina

mul tiplication of religious societies. Inthe 1830s, three churches were
constructed onthe Gonmon, the First Baptist Church (1830; Map #15), t he
Evangel i cal Congregational Church (1833, Map #12), andthe UnitarianChurch
(1832). Thethree Geek Revival buildingswere nearly identical and are
believed to have been constructed by local builders Daniel and Martin
Harrington and Jonas M Mles. Thetwo surviving churches are rectangular in
pl an, each possessing ateitple front witlJi a square tower rising to a spire.
The first UnitarianChurch (1863) was destroyed by fire in 1862, and replaced
by the current UnitarianChurch (1863; Map #5, Photograph #1).

The industrial history of Grafton Center i s based onthe devel opment of the

| eatiher business, growing out of the 18th-century focus onhusbandry.

Remai ning a smal | -scale handicraft i ndustry, the curryingmlls enployedan
average of ten to fifteen people. Although the curryingactivity inthe
Grafton Center was concentrated along North Street (which extends from the
northest comer of the Gormon), oneof the earliest curryingoperations, that
of EB &AM Bigelow, occupied a shop (now denolished) onthe Gonmon next t o
the Baptist Church, from 1832 until 1836. Between 1830 and the 1870s, noless
than ten currying factories lined North Street. Thesuccess of thecurrying
business spawned related industryand commerce. The S A Forbush Boot and
Shoe Gonpany, |ocated onthe Gxmon onthe site of the present PubliclLibrary,
brought numerous comercial opportunitiesto the Gmmon. The Geek Revival
Faul kner Building (ca. 1840; Map #4) i s aniittpressive representationof the

m d-19th-century ccaranercial success of tde Gonmon. Constructed for the

Faul kner famly, the building was used as a "country store" and later as a
bank. Small shops, such asthe fish store operated by SA Pierce onthe

continued
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south side of the Gxymon (nowdenolished), also profited from the ccwnercial
growth. The Weel er Block was remodel ed i nthe 1860s with the addition of a
mansard roof and continued to cerate asavital ccsnmercial block throughout
tde 19th century, housing a bank, general store, and a | arge assenbly hal|.
The largest 19th-century commercial structure onthe Gonmon i s the Warren
Block (Map #6). Constructed inthe early 1850s, it accannodated a small shoe
shop, various small businesses, town offices, and ahall for town neetings,
exhibits, and lectures. In 1885 the town of Grafton purchased the Warren
Block and renamed i t the Town House, retaining sone of the commercial spaces
but using the building primarily as the Town Ifall. The nost el egant residence
on the Gnmon dates tothis period. | twasthe hene of Colonel Jonathan D
Weel er, whoplayed aninportant role as selectman, representativet o the
legislature, and President of the Grafton National Bank.

In keeping with the area's prom nence the CGannon's function shifted tonore
ornamental and recreational purposes. 1 n1845 it wasreduced toits present
size, |andscaped, erx;losed by the existing rough-cut graniteblock and wooden
rail fence, and becane a park. Thelayout of the Gomon i s broken into six

pi eces accomodating the flowof traffic created by the six streets that
converge there. Later, nenorials were added. Thefirst, aCivil Vér Monunent
(Mp #20), is anobelisk, erected in 1867, in front of the town hall . The
VWorld Vér | Monunent (Map #19) i s a bronze placque set inagranite boul der.
Athird nonunent, a statue of Jerome Wieel ock (Map #21), was executed i n
bronze by 19tih-century scul ptor, Herbert Adans Weel ock, of Grafton. Jerome
Weel ock was the inventor of the steamengine valve systemand t he Wheel ock
engine. Hewasrecipient of nunerous international prizes and recognition
including those fromthe Centennial Exposition of 1896 i n Philadel phiaand t he
Gand Prize at the Paris Exposition of 1878.

The Qonmon continued t ofunction as tdienunicipal center of the town until

the Town Hal | wasrenmoved t othe former Junior H gh School, ca. 1970,
approximately onemle fromthe Gonmon. Only one structure was subsequently
built near the Qannon, a small Col oni al Revival office building. The CGomon' s
character nade i tthe choice asthe setting of Ah Wl derness, by Eugene

O Neill in 1935 andthe bandstand was added at that time. Todate, interest
in the investunent tax credit programhas been enthusiastic. CF the fifteen
contributing buildingswithin the district, two have been rehabilitated using
the investment tax credits andathird project has been initiated.

continued
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Archaeol ogical Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation on Grafton are poorly documented, any
surviving sites would be significant. Sites inthis area would be inportant,
particularly as they relate to pattems of subsistence, settlement, andwith
other sites inthe Blackstone River drainage, a major New England river and
locus of prehistoric settlement. Any sites present inthe area relatingto
the Contact Period or the praying village of Hassanam sco woul d be hi ghly
significant, since little documentation exists pertainingtothese periods or
native cul ture change and adaptation as a result of European settlement and
Christianization.

Hi storic archaeol ogical remains described above have the potential for
providing detailedinformationon the changing social, cultural, and ecoronic
pattems that characterized devel opment in an upland residential, industrial,
and agricultural community i nthe Blackstone River Basin. Potential

archaeol ogi cal survivals nay be the only data vAich survives from the town's
first century of settlement. Survivals from the 18th and early-19th century
can help supplenent data pertainingto existing structures and the historic
kr)elcloglld by providing information on hones, inns, churches, and connercial
uildings.
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Boundary Description

Begi nning at the northeast comer of the district, at theintersection of
North Street and Boul evard Avenue, the boundary runs west along the south side
of Boul evard Avenue t o Worcester Stireet then crossing Wrcester Stireet along
the rear | ot lines of the lots nunbered 1, 10, and 12 Central Sguare and 2 Cak
Stireet. The boundary then croses M |lbury Stireet and continues across the
rear | ot lines of the buildings nunbered 28 and 30 Central Square to Church
Stireet; crossing Church Slireet, the boundary runs along the rear (west) and
south | ot lines of 1 Church Street and 2 South Street t oSouth Street.

Crossing South Street, the boundary continues along the southem and rear
(east) I ot lines of the properties nunbered 33, 35, 37, and 39 Central Square
to Upton Stireet, then crossing Upton Street continuing along the rear | ot
lines of 21 and 25 Central Square.  The boundary continues along the rear
(west) and (east) | ot lines of the properties nunbered 33, 35, 37, and 39,
Central Square to Upton Street, then crossing to Upton Street continuing along
the rear | ot line of 21 and 25 Central Square.

Boundary Justification

For the purpose of this nomnation, the boundaries for the proposed Grafton
Ccnmon Historic District follow the rear property lines of the properties,
primarily institutional, that face the Town Gonmon. This conprises one of the
most evocative remmants of anearly 19th-centurY neeting house-and- comon core
in Massachusetts. |t ispossible that the district could be expanded i n t he
future t oinclude the surrounding residential area.
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{Bubetantlve ReN

e resubmission
e nomination by person or local government
e owner objection

e appeal

Substantive Review: O sample CZ request * appeal NR decision

Reviewer's comments: <

Recom./CrifrriarANNCANNA

uroC-MJ-~Cnrh AMLASMAINS <A Date ( n / K K

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited hMN\OANANAANNNTINANINANNIINAN - NN Ayppn [ f =S [ yv3<*f
.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent I | deteriorated unaltered

CU good CZ] ruins altered

o fair I I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph
CU completeness

CU clarity

| | alterations/integrity
| |dates

| 1 boundary selection

MAY 111983

Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due 5 &

Action: ACCEPT _
RETURN.
REJECT_

Federal Agency:

Present Use

Check one
« original site

moved date.

(



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragrapfi)

e summary paragraph

CU completeness

CD clarity

CU applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CU relating significance to the resource
CD context

CU relationship of integrity to significance
CU justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other
CD Maps

CD Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet






















































April 28, 1988

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encl osed you will find the nomnation forns for the follow ng properties:
Anresbury, Lowell's Boat Shop, 459 Main Street
Barre, Nb. 4 School house, Farrlngton Road

Chel sea, Downt own Chel sea Residential Historic District; roughly bounded

by Shurtleff, Marginal, and Division Streets and Bel |l ngham Square; HROA #11031N\

Dartmout h, Tucker Farm Historic District, 1178 Tucker Road

Grafton, Gafton Gonmen Historic District; Wrcester, Gak, MIIbury,
Church, South, Upton, and North Streets; HPCA#11049NA

They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Oificer. Qwers were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before theneeting and were

afforded the opportunity tocomment. N conments have been received t odate.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Gomm ssion

B+ es
Encl osure I

iVlassachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tadmeage, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



