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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In form and material, the o0ld schoolhouse meshes very well
with the features of a village which has endured Spanish,
Mexican, and Anglo American influences. The original por-
tion of the school was built in ¥8%F under the direction
and financial support of one T. L. Mercer, who invested
heavily in Tubac's real estate and its future (and lost).
The school, then a small one room affair, was constructed
of adobe brick which was sun dried. The school was one.
story in height. The type of roof structure is not known;
quite possibly it possessed the Anglo American influence

of a simple pitched roof. Today the north room of the
present school is the original sghoolhouse. The single

room structure has been remodeled on at least two occa-
sions; once in 1907 when the roof was replaced and a room
added and in 1914, when the interior space was partioned

to ereate smaller classrooms. In later years, the school
has had larger restrooms added to it and an apartment
created within it for the teacher's residence.

Today, the school is still a prominent feature in Tubac.
For years the building served as a kind of community center
for dances, socials, etc. It stands as an adobe, one story
structure which is roughly cruciform in plan. The long
(north-south) axis is approximately 104 feet in length. The
short ( east-west) axis measures 63 feet in length. The roof
is a pitched affair with metal sheeting. +#indows are glazed
double-hung ty-es with wood trim. Floors today are of wood.

The school and its yard are centrally located to the center
of twentieth century Tubac. To the north and north-west of
it are the shops of artists and the church, St. “nnes, re-
spectiviy. To the east of the school lies the Spanish pre-
sidio site; some extends into the yard of the school. to-
cether with its yard, the 0ld Tubac School is an integral
part of the historic core of the village of Tubac. Because
of these important con-iderations, which are both visual
and historical, the State plans to incoporate the School
into its Presidio State Historic Park/Museum complex. If
this is accomplished, the School may well he returned to
its former position as a center and focal point of Tubac
activity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Schoolhouse and schoolyard are an essential part

of the complex of church, presidic, school and private
buildings that make up the historic heart of the vil-
lage of Tubac. Because of its central position, what-
ever is done to this property will have tremendous ef-
fect upon the atmosphere of the town. Commercial in-
terests have been anxious to acquire the property be-
cause its location and the increase in tourists to

the area.

Architecturally, the school is poor but honest. However,
its contribution of space and form is an essential e-
lement in the makeup of the architectural eifect made
by Tubac. Except for the seasonal artists and a few
permanent Anglos, the population of the hamlet is es-
sentially Mexican in descent., Many of these citizens
have attended the school, as have their parcnts before
them.

Tubac was a visita, a nission without a missionary, from

the 1730's until the 1750's., In 1752, the Pimajg Indian
population revolted against the Spanish. After this in-
cident, Spain established a presidio, the northwestern
outpost of New Spain, at Tubac. The Urrutia map of
1765-68 shows the presence of a cemeterio in what is
now the present schoolyard. From a point approximating
the school's position, deAnza assembled the colonists
for the trek to valifornia.

The school's acquisition was part of a master plan when
Arizona's first State Park was created at Tubac some
twelve years ago. It has been a priority item for the
past five years. If acquired for the Tubac rresidio
State Historiec tark, the school will once again be

4% ~JTubac's center of social amd educational activity. The

K< uilding will be rehabilitated in order that slide pro-
Zxrams, as part of the m . seum's activities, will be
Beld within the schoolhouse. Small exhibits relating

7 '$4 early Tubac's historical past will be installed and

/goom provided for the gatherings of several community
Pprganizations; including the lubac Historical Society.




Tubac Through four Centuries by Henry F. Dobyns, 1959

The History of Tubac, 1752-1948, Doris Ww. Bent LEfl{}
(a master's thesis done at the University offﬁgzzona
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
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forth by the National Park Service. ’.lhe -recommended Ch:ei Office of Archeology and Historic Preservgtlon
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