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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Atchison Post Office, a building with an unusual and massiye

appearance, is built of coursed ashlar limestone in a Romanesque
influenced style.' It is of two stories with a full basement. The
foundation is also of limestone, and a wide band of smooth stone
was used below the first floor windows to indicate the floor line.
Transoms divide the first floor and tower windows. .All windows
have smooth cut sills with the first floor lintels being extremely
geep," Two arched entries serve the building. Both are important
features, but the south entrance is the stronger and was executed
with greater detail.
southwest corners. These towers ‘serve to unite the flrst ‘and second
stories which would otherwise ‘seem to_be separated by the first
floor roof. The towers also have the only circular windows in
the building as well as an interesting corbeled cornice. The
large chimney employs a similar cornice. Paired columns and a
dentil band frame the rather small second story windows. A
composition hip roof protects the structure and finishes the
design with simple uncluttered lines.

The building Has been remodeled several times but mainly
in the interior. “In 1950~1951 the ceiling was lowered, new
llghtlng’lnstalled, and other improvements made at a cost of
$70,000. Except for the removal of some roof ornamentation, the
exterior appears tdo be basically unaltered; however, a rectangular
brick loading dock has beeh added on the north side.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Construction of the Atchison Post Office, located at the
northeast corner of Seventh and Kansas avenue, was authorized by
an act of Congress app ed” May 16 1890. The efforts of U. S.
Senator John J. Ingalls, whose home town was Atchison, were
the main factor in securing passage of the act.

Congress appropriated funds for land acquisition and construc-
tion on August 30, 1890, and March 3, 1891. The building site
was purchased by the U. S. Government from Dr. Cochrane on
March 19, 1891, for iig,ao . The contract for construction was
awarded June 24, 189 and the building was occupied March 14,
1894 Construction costs (excluding land purchase) are given
by the U. S. Treasury department at $85,393.11. Newspaper
accounts and local hlstorles set the amount at, $6l 703 17.

The Atchison postmaster durlng the’ berlod of copétruction
and opening of the new post office was Solomon R.*Washer, whose
term of office was from March 20, 1890, to June 7, 1894.

The Atchison Post Office is an excellent example of the use
of natlve stone in the Romanﬁgquém;nfluencgdJstyle.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

ﬂ:/u u?= [ @MM@%M

Nylé]ﬁi

Miller

Title EXecutive Secretary, Kansas

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prekervation ’
O . L < \E:),\,l-[ f-““ Vs
MAR 161977 o>
Date v P o
ATTEST:

State Historical Society

Date NOV:' g, 1971

Date

Keeper of The&{la tional

A .

10m
117 e




Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Kansas
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES SN i
. . cnison
~ INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM —FoR NP USE ONLY
(Continuation Sheet) ‘m‘gﬂﬁ% :;Uh}g?z ==

(Number all entries)

9. "Postoffice Is Less Than One Year Younger Than City," Atchison
Daily Globe, July 11, 1929.




