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. See instructions in How to Complete the

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "'x" in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. if an item does not apply to the property being .documented. enter “N/A™ for “'not appficable.”” For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a lypewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

Tunstall, Levi, House

historic name

other names/site number __Sledge, Augusta, House (preferred)

2. Location

sireet & number _COUnty Road 12

city or town Newbern

. Alabama
siate

code AL county __Hale

NZAnot for publication
X7 vicinity

code 065 zip cocde _36765

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

| Asihe gesignates authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, =5 amancec, | hereby cenify that

PO request for dziermination of 2ligibility mests the documeniziicn stancercs ior ragisienng properties in the Nzation

Sistoric Places znd meets the procedural anc proiessional requiremenis s2t forth in 38 CFA Pan 80. In my cpinien,
X meets [ coes not meat the National Register criteria. | recommenc haf this propey be considerec si n

See continuation sheat for accinonal ccmmeants.)
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Sledge House - ' . , Hale _County, Alabama _

rame ! Deapaers . Jounty ang Sate

5. Classification ‘ S ] -
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one >ox) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
3] private 0O building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
(3 public-local & district 2 0 buildings
(3 public-State O3 site 9
O public-Federal O structure 0 3 sites -
- O object
structures
objects
: 2 3 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "NJA™ if property is not pan of a multiple progeny lisiing.) in the Nationai Register

Plantation Houses of the Alabama Canebrake and
%eﬁ—asseea:a-eed—e&ebt&—lﬁngr(—k—&w - 1942) N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories {rom instructions) -
Domestic/single dwelling , Vacant/not in use

D cic/ . . Vacant/not in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification ' Materials
{Enter categories from instructions) : (Enter catecories from insiructions)
Greek Revival ' foungation _ Brick

walls Wood

r00f Metal

other

Narrative Description
(Describe tHe historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Sledge House - ] Hale County, Alabama
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/\ppll\,’lbI(} Nationz! Register Cntena Arcas of Significance

SAark Ux7in one or more Doxes lor the cnten a qualnaing ine propeny (Enter categones fram instrucuans!

foc N:nional Regisier iising ) Architecture

{J A Property is associaied with events ihat have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of

our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

J
m .

X C 'ooerty embodies the distinctive characteristics -

f a type, period, or method of construction or
represems ine work of a master, or possesses
nigh ariistic valuss, or represents & significant ancd
distinguishzble 2ntity whose componanis lack
individual distinciion. ca. 1855-1900

Period oi Significance

= D D'OQDHy hc.S Vl iceZ. or is [L\EI\' te} ‘.xw\...

information imgonant in prehisteny o7 history.
Criteria Considerations Signiﬁcant Dates
idMack "x" in all the boxes thai 20piy.)
ca. 1855
Propeny is: ca. 1900
—: A owned by g reiigious institution o vssl ior
religious ourooses.
Significant Person
= B removed from its cngingl location. (Comptetz [ Criterion S is markec zzove)
N/A
_ C & binthplacs or crevs
. Cultural Afiiliation
D a cemetenv.
& cemeien N/A
T E = recensirucied ouiiding, object. or siuclure.

F a commemaorztive zropeny.

| T G less than 50 vears of age or achievas significance Architect/Builder
| within the past 30 vears. Unknown
Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the 2ropeny on one or mgre conatinuation sneets.)
9. Major Bibliographical References -

Bibilography

(Cite the books, anicles, ang other sources used in preparing :his lorm cn one or More coatinuaiion sheels.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A Primary location of additional data:
3 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 K State Hisloric Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested TJ Other State agency
i previously listed in the National Register ) Federal agency
7 previously determined eligible by the Mational 3 Local government
Regisier ;L" University
E’) designateo ¢ Naticnal Historic Landmark " Cihzr
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 15 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

;11,6 [4]4,614,7,0 [3,598[1,60]
Zone Easting Northing

o (L6 [414,617.59 [359,80,1,0]

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property cn a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation shesat.)

w

116 (4]4616,80] [3,5[9,7]8,60]
Zone Easting Northing

1,6 [4]4,6/4,0,0) [3,5]9,8/0,00,

{3 see continuation sheet
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11. Form Prepared By

namettitle ____Jeff Mansell

organization _Cahaba Trace Commission

dete __August 24, 1993

street & number _Route 1, Box 147

rzizohons _ (205) 665-7982

Brierfield

state Alabama Zip code 35035

Additionali Documentation -

Submit the lollowing items with the comgleiad form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the propeny’s location.
A Sketch map ior historic. Jistricts and propertiss hawing large acreags or numerous resources.
Photogranhs -
Represeaniziive black and white photograpns of oroperty.

Additional items
{Cheek with the SHP0 or FPT lor any accitionai iiems)

Property Owner

{Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Mrs. Augusta Sledge

1801 Main Street

(205) 624-8352

street & number telephone

) Greensboro Alabama . 36744
Cily or iown state zip code
Paperwork Heduchon Act Statement: |
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Sledge house

Section number ___’ Page 1 Newbern vicinity
Hale County, Alabama

The James Levi Tunstal/Augusta Sledge house is located off County Road 12, west of the
intersection of County Road 12 and Alabama Highway 25 near what was once known as the
Laneville community. Resting in a grove of fruit trees, the house faces north with the remnants of
farm buildings located to the rear of the structure. Constructed circa 1855, the dwelling served as
the plantation residence for James Levi Tunstall, a prominent planter whose principal residence
was located in Greensboro.

The Sledge house is basically a square building which could be categorized as a Greek Revival
cottage which has been embellished with sawnwork detailing in an attempt to convey a feeling of
the picturesque, a movement popular in the mid-nineteenth century. The dwelling is similar in
form and plan to numerous structures constructed in Greensboro during this time, such as the
Lupton-Grote-Cobbs house, ca. 1860. The dwelling is of frame construction resting on a foundation
of brick piers and features a moderately pitched hipped roof with two interior chimneys. The
foundation has been enclosed with concrete blocks. Located in the middle bay of the five bay
facade, the entrance door surround incorporates a full multi-pane transom and sidelights set in a
Greek key or shouldered molding. The windows are 6/6 double hung sash with the second and
fourth bay windows resting on jib doors allowing access onto the three-quarter width porch. All
windows feature shouldered moldings. Flush boarding is located on the wall of the facade
protected by the porch roof. The porch features a shallow hipped roof supported by four supports of
pierced woodwork. Classical pilasters are located at the corners of the structure and a broad
cornice encircles the structure. The rear of the dwelling features a five bay facade with three
entrance doors. As with the other bays, these are also encased in shoulder moldings. The rear
central entrance is identical to the front entrance. The rear elevation is protected by a full width
half hipped roof porch which rests on unfinished wooden timbers rising from a bricked patio.
Three sets of wooden steps rise from the ground to the entrance doors. The rear porch is not
original to the house; the house may have featured a porch which rested on brick piers, similar to
the front porch or there may not have been any type of rear porch since the wall material is simple
weatherboarding and not flush boarding as is found on the facade.

The floorplan of the house is based on a central hall plan with flanking double rooms. All window
and door surrounds are identical to the shouldered moldings on the exterior windows and doors. A
bathroom has been constructed in the front northwest room. The mantles throughout the house are
simple Greek Revival in style except for the northeast room which features a tripart Federal style
mantle which may be from an earlier house.

Located behind the main house is one contributing outbuilding, the ruins of a shed, a garage, and a
tenant house. All of the outbuildings were constructed ca. 1900. The nomination for the Sledge
house contains 2 contributing building and three non-contributing sites.
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Newbern vicinity
Hale County, Alabama
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Sectlon number ______  Page

Criterion A: Architecture

The Sledge house is a significant example of a Canebrake plantation house, a Greek Revival
cottage with a porch embellished with sawnwork supports, reflecting the widespread use of
decorative detailing in an effort to achieve a picturesque effect. The house yields information
regarding the styles, form, construction methods, techniques and craftsmanship utilized by the
residents of the Canebrake from 1830-1942. The house retains a high degree of integrity in regard
to design, materials, workmanship, feeling and setting.

Historical Summary : . . )

In 1856, James Levi Tunstall purchased a tract of land from James Morisette which included the
property associated with the Sledge house. While the deed from Morisette to Tunstall does not
mention a dwelling house, family tradition as relayed by Augusta Tunstall Sledge, a direct
descendent of James Levi Tunstall, has always maintained that a house was already located on
the property when purchased by the Tunstall family. Since its purchase by James Levi Tunstall in
1856, the land has remained in the possession of the Tunstall family. The present owner, Mrs.
Augusta Tunstall Sledge is the great-granddaughter of James Levi Tunstall and received the
house and the surrounding 1000 acres during the division of the Tunstall estate in 1951. Today, the
property is maintained as a hunting camp. 1

Archeological Potential

Although no formal archeological survey has been made at the Sledge house, the potential for
subsurface remains may be high. Properties of this type were sited with a constellation of
dependencies such as kitchens and other buildings. Buried portions may contain significant
information that may be useful in interpreting the entire property.

TInterview with AugustaTunstall Sledge, May, 1991; V. Gayle Snedecor’s Map of Hale
County, 1870, Boston: Walling & Gray, 1870.
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Sledge house
Newbern vicinity
Hale County, Alabama

Bibliography
Sledge, Augusta Tunstall. Interveiw with author, May 1991.

Snedecor,V. Gayle, “Map of Hale County, 1870.” Boston:Walling and Gray, 1970.

Verbal Boundary Description

That tract of land, comprising approkimate]y fifteen acres lying in the southeast quarter of the
Northeast quarter of Section 22, Township 18N, Range 5 East, being part of the property owned by

Mrs. Augusta Sledge. For exact boundaries, please refer to tax map.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries were drawn to include all of the historic resources associated with the Sledge

house.




NP8 Form 100004 il Apprower Mo 1314010

United States Department of the Interlor
Natlonal Park Service

Natlonal Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Photographs Sledge house

Section number _ Page ___* Newbern vicinity
Hale County, Alabama

Photographs

The information contained in items #1-5 is the same for all photographs. There have been no
changes to the site since August 21, 1993.

1. Sledge house
2. Newbern vicinity (old Laneville community), Hale County, Alabama
3. Jeff Mansell, Photographer
4. Summer, 1993 : .
5. Negatives on file with the Alabama Historical Commission.
Photograph #1, facade, camera facing south
Photograph #2, northeast corner, camera facing southwest

| Photograph #3, detail of front entrance, camera facing south

\ Photograph #4, detail of front window with jib panels, camera facing south
Photograph #5, northwest corner, camera facing southeast

Photograph #6, detail of rear central entrance, camera facing north

Photograph #7, deteriorated shed located immediately behind the main house
|
|
|
|




Site and Floorplan
Tunstall-Sledge House
ca. 1835

Newbern vicinity

Old Laneville Community
Hale County, Alabama

Hall
Bat
Porch
Floor Plan
County Road 12
Shed
O
| Shes— 3 == T
. B
Gara)‘:I |
Tenantl___l |
house b = = = -
FeJce
Site Plan
Alabama Highway 25




