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Built jin 1882, the building is an octagonally-shaped, one-story
structure. The exterior materials used in the original construction
were brick, molded sheet metal designs, a corregated metal roof,
and plastered cclumns. In the early 1900's, an appendage was added
te the building. Due to its raulty foundation, this appendage has
strained the Octagon building itself causing cracks in the build-
ing wall. Also added was a passageway to the courthouse annex at
the rear,

The Octagon Building served as Santa Cruz County's Hall of
Records for eighty-six years; that is, until the completion of the
new county government building in 1968. Presently, repair and restor-
ation work is being done on the tuilding in preparation for its use

as the County's historical museum. )

With the aid of a Historic Preservation Grant from the United
States Department of Housing and Urban Development, the process of
restoration is underway and expected to be completed by the end of
the year. The actual restoration work involves two aspects:

1) exterior work, and 2) interior work.

The purpose of the exterior work will bte to restore the build-
ing somewhat to its original appearance. This exterior work will
include:

1) Removal of the Front Street appendage which is
presently a structural hazard and which distracts
from the building's original octagonal shape

2) Structural repair of damaged walls

3) Removal of paint from brick to restore original
appearance

L) Repair and restoration of corregated roof

5) Repair. and restoration of molded sheet metal
designs

6) Restoraticn of plastered columns

No attempt will be made to restore the interior to its original
appearance., Instead, the interior will be redesigned and renovated
to accommodate the function of Santa Cruz County's historical museum.

Thus, this restoration work is serving a twofold purpqﬁq%/
+ 1) preservition of an architecturally and historically sighify
building, and 2) preservation of the county's heritage vig

lishment of a County museum.
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Built in 1882 at the cost of $10,000, the Octagon Building is

a unique structure for the era in which it was built. Said to be
styled after a $50 gold piece minted in San Francisco in 1851-1852,

the building's octagonal shape was a source of both novelty and
fascination for 19th century architects. It has survived a number
of catastrophes: 1) the fire of 189k which burned down the adjacert

original County courthouse and an entire business block, 2) the
1506 earthquake of San Francisco fame which shook the adjacent
courthouse so strongly, removal of its tower was necessary, and 3)
a major flood in 1955 which inundated a great portion of the sur-
rounding area as well as the Octagon Building itself.

The Octagon Building has faithfully served as Santa Cruz
County's Hall of Records for eighty-six years; that is, until the com-
pletion of the new county government building in 1968. Today, to our
knowledge, it is the only brick structure of this octagonal shape
still remaining in the state.

Already approved by the state as a Historical Point of Interest,
and inasmuch as the building itself reflects the heritage of Santa
Cruz County, it has been designated the County's official historical
museum. As a museum, its function will be to house-representative
artifacts of the county's heritage, but more importantly, it will
also serve as a directional and informational center to point out
the county's many "Spots of Historical Interest." Thus, information
concerning the county's historical resources can be more readily
avallable to tourists, conventioneers, and other visitors as well as
to area residents. 1In this way, this historical museum will have a

catalytic effect for it will serve to stimulate the visitor's inter-
est in the county's history and historical spots of interest while
facilitating his own "follow-up" with resource information and
material.

The museum will also be a major attraction to Santa Cruz
County's large senior citizen povulation for it will serve as a
reminder of the county's rich past, and, in addtion, it will provide
an educational field trip opportunity for school-age youngsters. Thus,
it will serve as an educational/recrftional adventure for the entire
county community.




Santa Cruz Sentinel

Hews and Notes from the Santa Cruz Historical Soceity

“(Margaret Koch, editor)

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

o~

in the National Register and certify that it has been /\“). ) A
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set /’4&&/1“1‘{;% ZL
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended = =L
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pres(}r;ation

level of significance of this nomination is:
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