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"Highseas", sited on the east shore of Mt. Desert Island overlooking French­ 
man Bay in the Town of Bar Harbor, was designed by Fred Savage and was constructed 
in 1912. This massive residence is a dramatic example of the Colonial Revival 
style in a remarkable setting.

The building is of brick (laid in tapestry design), with hipped roof surmounted 
by a deck with, railing and five internal brick chimneys, and supported by a granite 
ashlar foundation.

The house is rectangular in plan CIO bays long) with 2% stories and a full 
basement on the water side Cfacing east). Wings extend from the north and south 
ends of the building. The north, wing is 5 bays long and 5 wide, while the south 
wing is 2 bays long and 3 wide. With few exceptions fenestration is 6/6 through­ 
out the entire mansion, with., exterior louvered wooden shutters. The first story 
of the south, wing, designed as a solarium, has full-length windows in clusters of 
4, each hinged casement containing 10 panes.

The facade, which, faces west, feat-ares a central entrance covered by a one- 
story Ionic portico with, railing above. The doorway consists of double doors flanke< 
by sidelights. Projections 2 bays wide and one bay deep flank the entrance. In 
the half story a central double dormer features a swan's neck pediment. Other dor­ 
mers are covered with, hipped or hooded roofs, as Is the case in the rest of the 
building.

On the east side of the mansion, facing the water, a one-story porch, supported 
by an I:©nic colonnade with, railing above, covers the central 6 bays. Two-bay-wide 
projections to either side mirror those on the facade.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"Highseas" was built in 1912 by Professor Rudolph E, Brunnow, a professor at 
Princeton University . The granite was quarried locally, but the tapestry bricks 
were brought from Philadelphia. The architect was Fred Savage of Bar Harbor.

In 1924, Mrs. Eva Van Cortland Hawkes, a wealthy woman firom New- York City, 
bought the house for $25,000. Mrs. Hawkes was a descendent of Gouveneur Morris Cone 
of the signers of the Articles of Confederation). The family wealth came from the^ 
New York Central Railroad, the American Tobacco Co., and real estate in New York City.

Mrs. Hawkes, for all her wealth, was a lonely and eccentric woman, keeping mostly 
to herself. She maintained a large staff around her to preserve the beauty of the 
house and wait on her every whim. She was very patriotic and during World War II 
entertained frequently servicemen from both the American and English navies whenever 
ships were in Bar Harbor.

Among her heirs (three nephews) was A. Newbold Morris Cformer member of the New 
York City Council under Mayor LaGuardia), These nef&ews inherited Highseas at Mrs. 
Hawkes 1 death. They later conveyed the estate to the Jackson Laboratory, noted for 
genetic and cancer research. The house has been used for many years as a summer res­ 
idence for precollege students in the laboratory's Training Program.

Highseas is a distinguished example of Colonial Revival architecture. It is one 
of the few remaining "cottages" which reflect the heyday of Bar Harbor as a playground 
for the rich and famous. Also, the house is one of few to escape damage from the 
October 1947 fire which destroyed many of the Bar Harbor mansions.
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