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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Introduction

Eastham's Old Town Centre National Regiger District isalittle known historic gem that lies hidden
behind the modem swath of State Route 6, dso known as State Highway. Representing the town's most
significant cluster of 18th and 19th century buildings, the district is located near the town's geogrgphic
center. Eagtham isthe oldest of severd townsin the region known asthe Lower Cgpe Orleens to the
south and Wellfleet to the north are both offshoots of the original Eastham settlement. Like most of the
townsin this"narrow land", Easham goans the entire areabetween the Atlantic Oceen on the eest and
Cape Cod Bay onthe west.

Thedistrict isasmall, semi-rura village dugter that encompeassss atotal of gpproximatdy forty acres.
Thetopography isirregular, ranging from ahigh point northeest of Sat Pond Road to low-lying marshy
aress on the south Sde of Locust Road and behind the Higgins-SuUivan House a 2755 State Highway.
Thedistrict includes atotal of 57 resources congisting of 42 contributing and 15 non-contributing
dements  Contributing resources include 38 buildings, 2 Sites, and 2 objects. Non-contributing resources
include 14 buildingsand 1 object. Most buildings in the district were congtructed between the late-18th
and mid-19th centuries, which isthe primary period of significance. These dates correspond to the third
relocation of the town center and to introduction of the railroad in 1870 which shifted deve opment
dightly southward to the Eastham Center National Regigter District. (NR: 5/12/1999) Single-family
resdences, dong with their assodated outbuildings, are the predominant building type, accounting for
mogt of both contributing and non-contributing resources. Most non-contributing buildings are post-1950
dwellingsthat adhereto the scae, massing, materids, and desgn principles of their historic neighbors or
garages and sheds that accompany both historic and contemporary dwellings. Other property typesinclude
a schoolhousefmuseum, aformer town hall, amile marker, aWorld War | memoria, and small number of
commercid establishments. All of the latter occupy former dwelling houses

Thedistrict isfocused on Sdt Pond and Locust Roads, both of which remain winding, narrow, and tree-
lined. Their quiet grace gandsin contrast to the wide, sgnaized swath of modem State Highway on the
eadt and north.  Salt Pond Road representsthe original route of the County Road aso known as the
King's Highway. Traversing the length of the Cgpe Cod peninsula from Sandwich on the south to Truro

(continued)
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on the north, it was the primary regiona trangportation corridor from the Colonial period through the
mid-20th century when it was bypassad by the mid-Cgpe Highway from Sandwich to Orleans. It
remains the primary regiona corridor in towns beyond that point including Eagham. The present State
Highway bypassin the vicinity of the district dates to the mid-20th century. State Highway in Eagtham
isnow ahigh-gpeed, four-lane corridor equipped with sdewalks, streetlights, and sgnalized
intersections including one a Nauset Road within the district. In the vicinity of the district, the eest Sde
of State Highway is undeveloped, defined by Sat Pond and the subgstantia acreege of the Cape Cod
National Seeshore which ismaintained as anatura landscgpe of native grasses and low shrubs dotted
with occasond trees. A smadll group of buildings, including amid-19th century schoolhouse, is
clustered on the north 9de of Nauset Road. The extent and scenic beauty of SAt Pond and the native
landscape maintained by the CCNS do much to mitigate the negative effect of State Highway and make
a strong contribution to the historic setting of the district.

The roadswithin the district are framed by individual properties which are mog often set cdlose to the
road ample spacing between neighbors. Landscaping generdly consds of lawns, shmbs, and trees. Like
many village clusters on Cape Cod, especidly the Lower Cape, buildings were originally widely soeced
0 the district has been affected by alimited amount of infill over time. New buildings are concentrated
on Locust Road, west of the intersection with Salt Pond Road, on the west Sde of Sdt Pond Road, north
of the intersection with Locust Road, and on State Highway between Locust and Sat Pond Roads.
Boundaries have been drawn to exclude new constmctionin peripheral arees whenever possible.

The high degree of integrity within the district can be credited to caring owners and the watchfiil eye of
the Old Town Center Historic District Commission established in 1986 to conduct exterior desgn
review. The boundaries of the National Regiser District are similar to those of the local district with
three exceptions. The NR district includes Salt Pond and ddetes small pockets of new constmction on
Sae Highway and Locust Road.

L andscapes, Structures, Objects

Most of Eastham'sprinciple ponds are clustered in the vicinity of the district. They include Salt Pond on
the eest. Minister or Schoolhouse Pond on the north, and acluster conssting of Mill, Herring, Jemima,
Great, and Depot or Long Ponds on the south. The unusudly fertile soils associated with these ponds
have mede this areadesirable throughout the town's history. Sdt Pond provided the primary gateway to

(continued)



NPS Form [10-»00.t OMB Approv.1No. 1024-O0U
(sse)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Sarvice

National Regider of Higoric Places
Continuation Shet

Old Town Centre Historic District
Section number 1 Page 3 Eagham (Barngtable), MA

the wider world, connecting to Town Cove and to the Atlantic Ocean via Naust Inlet, the only opening
on Cgpe Cod's outer beach for morethan forty miles. Nauset Inlet was of primary importance until the
1870s when rail service commenced and shifted the baance of the town center southward (see Eagtham
Center NRHD  5/12/99)

County historian Frederick Freeman described Eastham's ponds thus in 1860:

"So distinguishing a feature of the township are its super-abounding waters that
we may most readily describethe place by reference tothese. Thereare8 fresh-
water ponds.” (“Freeman: 352)

The intersection of Locust and Salt Pond Roads, which forms the heart of the district, isdefined by a
small, grassy triangle bordered by a split rail fence and rosebushes A small boulder contains a metd
plague that bears the words " Site of Original Town Pump and Watering Trough". The Town Pump
memorial was placed in 1979 to commemorate the pump that was moved to Windmill Park in the early-

20th century, under the auspices of the Village Improvement Society, (sse Eastham Center NRHD:
1999)

A Mile Marker islocated in front of the Old Schoolhouse (25 Schoolhouse Road, NR map #12-064)
on Nausst Road. The marker isagranite dab that bears the town sed executed in metad and the words
""Eagtham to Provincetown 22 M to Plymouth 55 M, dongwith arrows pointing in the direction of each.
Milestone markers were placed dong Route 6A and Route 6in the 1920s

A 1917-1919 World War | Memorial (25 Schoolhouse Road, NR map #12-064) is located on the
front lawn of the Old Schoolhouse. It consds of alarge, uncut boulder that bears a shoulder-arched
bronze plague with foliate border. The plague beers the words "Eastham Remembers 1917 - World War
-1919" dong with the namesof the saventeen local menwho served. Thistype of memorid istypica
of the period.

(continued)
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Buildings

The district is predominately resdential, though someingtitutional and commercia uses ae present as
well. Most buildingsreflect the region's typica building and locational pattems, and are united by a
common adherenceto the smple dictates of the regional vernacular.  Almost without exception, historic
buildings arefree-standing,amal-scae, 1 and 12 to 2 Sory, wood-frame smcturesthat are st neer the
road, with generous pacing between neighbors. Weethered wood shingle siding, gable roofs, and brick
foimdations predominate. The Federd and Gresk Reviva gsyles are most commonly encountered,
corresponding to the district's primary period of development. Limited infill building occurred during
the second half of the 20th century. Recent buildingswithin the district, many of which are
Reproduction Cgpe cottages, follow historic precedent, retaining the traditional scale, massng, and
materids established during the period of significance and thusblend with rather than overwhelm their
historic neighbors. The generdly high quality of new constmction, including dterations to existing
buildings reflects the vigilance of the local historic district commission which hes had design review
authority anceits establishment in 1936.

The following text is organized by building type and date of constmction. References to specific
examplesinclude the property name, address, constmction date, MHC inv. #, NR map #, and, photo # if

any.
Non-Residential Buildings

Eastham's Old Town Hall (55 Salt Pond Road, 1851, MHC #112, NR map #12-053; photo #4)
dands on the southwest comer of SAt Pond Road and State Highway where it is screened from both
roadways by plantings. Dating to 1851, itisathreeby four bay (28.5' x 38.5") Gresk Revival syle
dmcture that rises 1 and 122 storiesfrom agranite block foundation to afront-gableroof. Two narrow
dove chimneys rise through the ridge and atwo-window shed dormer is located on the south dope. The
building is solidlyframedwith eight-inch timbers which are fastened with iron bolts that are two feet
long and one inch thick and with iron nutsthat are three inches squareand 38 inch thick. Therafters
meesure Sx by ten inches. The main block is extended by aone-gory reer ell. Exterior walls ae
covered with gray-painted wood shingles and trimmed with wide, panded comer pilagters and atwo-part
enteblature. Windows are smply framed and contain 1/1 double-hung wooden sseh. The original

(continued)
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facade is now covered by aglazed shed roof wing that dates to 1923 and probably originated as an open
verandah. The main building is accompanied by aformer privy, apump house, and ashed. The builder
was Seymour Bangs of North Eagtham.

According to historic photographs and documents, the original building was distinguished by large
windows with 6/6 double-hung wooden sash; each pane measured 9" x 12". Windows were equipped
with louvered wooden shutters. The facade was centered on an entrance with double-leaf four-paneled
doorsframedby pilasters and triangular-shaped lintels. The entry opened into avestibule with cloak
room to the | eft and the town office to the right. The office was equipped with a safe and the scdles used
by the seder of weights and meesures. Another double-leaf door led into the auditorium which took up
mogt of theinterior. It weasfinishedwith maichboard wainscoting that rose4'3" to a4" molding,
plastered walls, and a 10'6" concave ceiling. A platform, ascended by centra and latera Sarsand
protected by awanut balustrade, was located on the reer wall. Heet was provided by a dove located to
the left of the auditorium entrance. Lighting was provided akerosene chanddier and wall sconces.
Seeting was provided by settees. Drinking water waas brought in by bucket and digpensed with along-
handled dipper. A kerosenelamppost and hitching posts sood in front of the building while the town
pound was located to thereer.

The Old Schoolhouse (Nauset Road, 1869, MHC #92, NR map #12-064, photo #5) is one of three
historic buildings located on the eest Sde of Sate Highway. Whileitis st the furthest back from the
highway of the three, it isthe mog visible due to itslarge open lot. Thebuilding is st well back onthe
lot which islandscgped with turf and asmall number of mature shedetrees, and defined by a split-rail
fence dong Nauset and Schoolhouse Roads  Eastham's Old Schoolhouse isatypica example of anow
rare regional building type. Built on atwo by four bay plan, the wood-frame smcturerises 1 and 12
dories from ahigh granite block foundation to afront-gable roof covered with wood shingles. A narrow
chimney risesthrough the ridge a the rear of the building. Exterior walls are covered with yellow-
painted wood shingles and trimmed with wide comerboards, two-part raking entablature, and a molded,
boxed comice with retums. Thewest facade contains two identical entries that are smplyframedand
heaeded by modet lintel shelves. A snglewindow occupies the gable aoove. Windows are dso smply
framed and contain 6/6 double-hung wooden sagh. In addition to the building the lot contains an anchor
on the southwest lawn, aWorld War | memoriad on the southeedt lawn, and two small sheds to therear.
The schoal isalandmark for motorigts traveling northeest on State Highway and for patrons of the
heavily-used National SeedhoreVisitors Center on the oppodite of Nausat Road.

(continued)
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The Lobster Shanty Restaurant (2905 State Highway @ Salt Pond Road, 1930s, NR map #12-
014A, photo #4) dands a the southeest comer of State Highway and Salt Pond Roads where it is
surrounded on the north and eedt by apaved parking lot. The building consgts of a 1930s main block
and large west Sde wing that dates to 1982. Both rest on concrete foundations and are sheethed with
white-painted wooden shingles. The main block, which isthe origina 1930s portion, isalarge Dutch
Colonia style mcture thatri sestwo sories to agambre roof with both front and rear shed dormersthat
isthe hallmark of the style. A chimney risesthrough the ridge north of center. The exterior istrimmed
with amolded, raking comice. Windows have smple molded frames and contain &1 double-hung
wooden seeh a the first story and 6/1 a the second. The eedt facade is centered on an entrance with six-
pand door and full-length sddlightsthat isfronted by apedimented portico with paired piers and Sde
baudrades The later west 9de wing faces north to Siate Highway. Itisalong rectangular smcture that
rises one dory to asde gebleroof Thefacade is centered on an entrancethat isasimplified verson of
the main block. Windowsin thiswing gopear singly and in groups and contain 6/6 sash.

Dwadlings
Individual dwellings are described below in chronological order.

The John Knowles House (191 Locust Road, ca. 1672, MHC #119, map #11-070; photo #10) dands
on the south Sde of Locust Road neer itsintersection with Mill Road. It faces eest over alarge
downward doping lawn dotted with severd trees. The Knowles House is an unusud building that
conggs of north (closest to the dtreet) and south sections that are thought to dateto the late-18th century
and 1672 respectively. It isbdieved that the 1672 section was built in Plymouth and laterfl oatedto
Eagtham where it wasjoined to an existing late-18th century house. Thisis one of the oldest houses in
Eagtham, and if tradition is correct, the 1672 portion would be the oldest extant building in the town.

Both sections are characterized by weathered wood shingle siding, brick foimdations, Sde-gable agphalt
roofs, and rear (west) wings. The older reer section isadassc five by two bay Colonia period house
that risestwo sories to alow-pitched gable roof with center chimney. Trim condsts of narrow
comerboards and amolded comice. The symmetrical eest facede is centered on an entrance porch thet is
endosed by shingledwalls and ahip roof It festures a panded wooden door thet isframedby pilasters
and heeded by afour-pane transom. Thissouth section is extended by arear el that contains a kitchen

(continued)
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and bathroom. Windows are smply framed and contain 2/1 double-hung wooden seeh a thefirst sory
and 6/6 a the second.

The north section of the houserises 1 and 122 soriesto agable roof thet is set well above thefirst story
window and door openings. This section may have originated as afour-bay 3/4 Cape cottage. The eedt
facade contains gandard windowsin the two south bays, an entrancein the center bay, and a sandard
window in the next bay, all of which conform to that regiona type. Thewesternmost bay (cosest to
dreet) with awindow placed beneath the eaves may represent an addition, as does the small hip roof
wing that extendswestward from it. Thisnorth section istrimmed with comerboards and fascia.
Windows are simplyframedand contain 66 saeh. The entry is smply framed and contains a panded
wooden door with asguarelight in the upper half  The north gable end that faces the Seaet digplays two
windows a the first gory (6/9 and 6/6 saeh) and one in the gable (2/2).

A small bam gands near the dreet, north of the house. A small wing a the northeest comer contained a
souvenir and variety shop a the tum-of-the-century. The entire bam/shop is covered with weethered
shingles and displays 6/6 window sash. A larger bam that once stood a the reer of the property is no
longer extant. An early-20th century view shows that the house hes changed very little Snce that time.
The principal differences are the presence of astove chimney and lack of the upper window in the north
section. The small hip roof wing wasin place & that time.

The Knowles Doane House (25 Salt Pond Road @ Locust Road, ca 1765, MHC #114, map #12-
046; photo #7) of ca 1765 gands a the northwest comer of Locust and Sdt Pond Roads where it faces
south toward the former. Itis st doseto the street ona . 71-acre lot landscaped with turf, shmbs trees,
and flower beds. One of the oldest buildings within the district and the town as awhole, the Knowles
Doeane House is atraditional three by three bay half-Cape with along reer ell. Itrisesl and 1/2 dories
from alow brick foundation to a sde-gable roof covered with wood shingles, and achimney in the eedt
bay. Exterior walls are covered with weethered wood shingles and display smple comerboard and
entablature trim. Windows are st in projecting frames with molded cgpsand contain the locally typical
96 double-himg wooden sseh a the first story. They are equipped with panded wooden shutters. Their
position immediately beneeth the roofline often indicates an 18th century date. The entry occupies the
west bay of the facade, and isthus not digned with the chimney. It exhibits a panded wooden door and
the dassc Federd period surround of panded pilagters, four-pane transom, and molded comice. Side
devations display three asymmetrically placed windows a the first story, with two in the attic. Attic

(continued)
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windows contain 6/6 saeh. Thereer ell, extending back from the north side, contains two sscondary
entries and a sove chimney. Theinterior exhibits the classc Colonial period form of two front rooms
framing the center entrance and chimney with a large kitchenframedby smaler sorage and bedrooms to
therear. It retains many origina features including alarge cookingfireplace,widefl oorboards,two-foot
sngle board wainscoting, and exposed framing members. Thishouseremains as an early and
exceptionaly well-preserved example of the traditional regiona dwelling type. Itisbdieved that it was
moved from across the Sreet a the tum-of-the-century.

The Reverend Philander Shaw House (20 Salt Pond Road @ L ocust Road, ca. 1795, MHC #115,
map #12-048; photo #9) of ca 1795 gandsin the heart of the district & the intersection of Salt Pond

and Locust Roadswhere it faces south. Itissat dose to both roadswith most of its land and alarge
dde-gable English type bam to the rear. The houseisatraditiona five by two bay fiill-Capethat is
extended to the west by atwo-part lateral wing and north by arear wing. The main blockrisesl and 122
dories from alow, probably sone foundation to aSde-gable roof with center chimney. Exterior
sheething congsts of weethered wood shingles trimmed with smple comerboards, entablature, and
bassboard. Windows are st infl ushframesand contain 9/6 double-hung wooden sesh. Fecade windows
ae st one shingle course benegth the roofline, aposition that oftenindicates alate-18th or early-19th
century constmction date. The center entrance displays the dassic Federd period surround of panded
pilasters and transom. The pilagters display adiamond-pattern in the entablature areaand the transom
hes three rather than the more common five panes. The unencumbered eedt Sde eevation displays two
windows a the first sory with two in the attic. The Shaw House remains as avery well preserved and
detailed example of thefraditional regiona dwelling typewith many typical festures including its
weethered wood shingle siding, 96 window sagh, and transomed entry. Itsarchitectural quality coupled
with its centra location and illustrious origina owner make the Shav House one of the most important
buildings within the district.

The Jes== Collins House (10 Locust Road @ State Highway, ca. 1800, M HC #148, map #12-015;
photo #1, 6) occupies avery visible dte a the northwest comer of Locust Road and State Highway
where it draws the attention of motoriststraveling north on the latter. The house faces south toward
Locust Road and is Sited quite near both roads on agently rising lot thet islandscaped with turf, shmbs,
and trees, severd very large old trees dand dong State Highway. The houseisathree by three-bay

(continued)
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wood-frame smcture that rises two dories from alow sone foundation to alow hip roof A narrow
chimney rises through the roof northeast of center. Themain block is extended by alarge two sory rear
ell with aone gory shed roof section onitswest Sde. A large 1 and 12 story, shed roof wing a the et
rear comer represents aremodding or replacement of atwo-story wing thet gppearsin an early-20th
century view. The entire houseis now sheathed with vinyl sding which covers unusualy eaborate
msticated comerboards. Windows are smply framed and equipped with modem shutters. They contain
&/6 double-hung sseh which isthe original configuration. The entry occupies the west bay of the south
facade. It is headed by athree-pane transom rather than the more commonfive-paneconfiguration and is
framed by fluted pilasters that rise to adentilated entablature and molded comice. The house is
accompanied by six smal rental cottages that reflect the early to mid-20th century summer resort history
of both town and region. They are characterized by one story height, concrete foundations, gable roofs,
and weethered wood shinglesiding. Five of the cottages were congmcted in 1950 and one in 1960.

The Hatch-M oore House (180 Locust Road, ca. 1820, MHC #118, map #12-041A; photo #10) of ca
1820 sands on the north Sde of Locust Road where it faces south to the dreet. It isatraditional five-
bay, full-Cape, two-bays deep, extended by along rear €ll. It rises 1 and 122 sories from a concrete
(originally brick) foundation to asde-gable roof with narrow center chimney. Shed-roof dormers extend
aooss the front and rear roof dopes, but are st back from the edges, preserving the original gable roof
line. Exterior walls are covered with vinyl siding. Windows are smply framed and contain amix of
locally typical 96 (first story), 6/6 (second story), and 2/2 (rear wing) double-hung wooden saeh. Facade
windows are st well below the roofline, supporting a 19th century constmction date. The center entry
displays s mple wooden frame with molded comice and contains apanded wooden door. Fenedration
of the 9de devations consgs of two windows a the first story, with two in the eest gable and one the
wes gable. Both the chimney and center entrance are offset to the eedt indicating that the house may
have originated as athree-bay half-Cape. The house hes changed very little Snce it gppeared in an early-
20th century view which shows the reer wing and both shed dormers. Theland to the eest was under
cultivation with fmit trees dose to the house, and perhaps hay.

The George Seabury-John Sparrow House (2765 State Highway @ L ocust Road, ca. 1823, MHC
#33, map #12-017; photo #1) dands at the southwest comer of Locust Road and State Highway, facing
esdt toward the latter with Salt Pond beyond. It hes avery shdlow satbeck (ca 10') from State

(continued)
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Highway. Thelotismaintained in turf dotted by numerous trees and shmbs including one very large,
old tree onthe north sde. Large evergreen shmbs are planted directly in front of the house, obscuring
the facade. The houseisatraditiona five by two bay "ftiU-Cape” that rises 1 and 1/2 gories from alow
concrete-covered brick foundation to a Sde-gable roof with center chimney. Themain block is extended
by aone gtory rear ell with south-sde verandah and asmall, later wing on the south sde. The building
is shesthed with white-painted wood shingles and trimmed with comerboards and amolded comice.

The symmetrica five bay facade is focused on acenter entrance that contains afour-panel wooden door.
Theframingpilagters and entablature with molded comice are typical Federd period fegtures as isthe
four shingle course spacing between window heeds and eaves. Windows have smple projecting frames
and contain 2/1 double-hung wooden saeh. The house gands over asmall, round brick cellar, a festure
often found on the Lower Cgpe. The houseis accompanied by alarge, one sory front-gable
shed/iworkshop that is covered with weethered wood shingles. The facade contains acenter entrance
framed by windows with 9/6 saeh.

The Reuhen Brewer House (3070 State Highway @ Nauset Road, ca. 1828, MHC #34, map #12-
063G) gands a the southwest comer of Nausat Road and State Highway, facing south toward the former.
It ispartialy screened from both roadways by numerous mature treesand shmbs including lilacs. The
houssis atraditiona four by three bay "3/4 Cgpe' that rises 1 and 1/2 gories from ahigh brick foundation
to asde-gable roof Themain block isextended by asmal one story west wing. Narrow stove chimneys
rise through the center of the main roof and the west end of thewing. Thewood-frame dwellingis
sheathed with wesathered wood shingles and trimmed with comerboards and entablature. The main
entrance occupies the inner west bay with one window to the left and two to theright. It congsts of a
wooden door with horizontal pands and the typical Federd period surround of pilagters, lintel shelf, and
four-pane transom. Windows are &t in projecting moldedframes,contain 9/6 sseh a the first story, and
are equipped with louvered shutters. They are st five shingle courses beneeth the eaves, supporting a
19th century constmction date. The eedt elevation digplays two windows a both the first and attic Sories.
Smdll four-pane (14" x 16") garret windows that are idiosyncratic to the region flank the attic window.
The north end of the west dlevationis covered by thewing. The south end contains one window & the
first story and ancther in the attic with asmall 4/2 outer window. The houseisaccompanied by asde-
geble bam and later shed. The housewas congmcted by a Wellfleet housawright.

(continued)
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The Joseph Myrick Cobh House (30 Salt Pond Road, ca 1848, MHC #113, map # 12-049), dating to
ca 1848, gandson alow rise on the eest Sde of SAt Pond Road, north of its intersection with Locust
Road. Itisathreeby two bay, wood-frame ssmcture that faces gable end to the dreet in Greek Revival
fashion but displays earlier details. Itrises 1 and 12 soriesfrom an early-20th century msticated
concrete block foundation. The main block of the houseis extended by alarge, two-story rear wing with
an endosad vestibule on the south Sde and apartially endosad verandah on the north. The roof of the
main block contains shed roof dormers on both dopes (added 1932) and a chimney risesthrough the
north dope between the main block and wing. Exterior shesthing congsts of white painted wooden
shingles trimmed with comerboards and entablature.  Windows are smplyframedand contain 6/6
double-hung wooden sash in the main block with 2/1 in the wing. They are equipped with early,
louvered, wooden shutters. The entry, which occupiesthe left or north bay of the main block, exhibitsa
typical Federd period surroimd consisting of pilasters, enteblature with lintel shelf, and five pene
transom. The two gable windows are framed by small 4/4 garret windowsfollowing apattem thet is
typical of traditional sde-gable Cgpoe Cod cottages. The reax ell was raised to two soriesca 1900 when
the house served as a boarding house; the north sde verandah, enclosad south sde vestibule, and reer
pantry were added somewhat later. The houseis accompanied by an early-20th century cottage and a
large bam now used as abicycle rentd shop.

The Capt. Savage House (115 Locust Road @ Salt Pond Road, ca. 1850, MHC #117, map #12-047) of
ca 1850 gandson the south Sde of Locust Road, facing north to the small landscaped triangle that defines
the intersection of Locust and SAt Pond Roads. Three large, old trees near the front of the ot grace both
the hous=and the dreet. It is athree by two bayfront-gableGresk Reviva style dwelling with an early
two-part wing extending to the right (west) and alarge reex ell added in 1978. All threewingsrise one
dory to gableroofs. The satback position and lower height of the laterd wing is clearly subordinate to the
main block. The mainblock rises 1 and 12 Soriesfrom abrick foundation to a gableroof with anarrow
dove chimney rising through the west dope. Vinyl siding replaced wooden dgpboards as the exterior wall
materid before 1985. Trim condgsof narrow comerboardsand atwo-part entablature. Windows are
smply framed, equipped with recent louvered shutters, and contain recent double-hung saeh that retain the
origina 6/6 configuration. The entry, which occupiesthe right or west bay of the main block, is framed by
full-length sddlights, and wide pilagters rising to awide entablature and molded comice. Two windows
are located in the gable above. A sscondary entry with asimilar frameislocated in the inner laterd wing.
The interior retains many original features including the Saircase and molded window and door

(continued)
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architraves with bulls-eye comerblocks. Widefloorboardsand some panded doors with decorative wood
graining are found at the upper ory.

The Deborah Doane House (Deborah Doane Way @ L ocust Road, ca. 1860, MHC #116, map #12-
022) is = back from the south Sde of Locust Road &t the intersection of a new roadway that bears its
name and that aocoesses the back 1ot which hes been subdivided and deveoped with recent dwelling
houses. Itsdevated half-acrelot includes severd century old fir trees. Dating to ca. 1860, the Doane
House is athree by three-bay Greek Revival styledwelling that rises 1 and 1/2 sories from a new
concrete foundation to afront-gable roof Exterior walls are covered with vinyl siding, but trim dements
including comerboards, awide entablature, and small comice retums remain. Windows are smply
framed and contain recent double-hung sseh that retain the original 6/6 configuration. The entry, which
occupies the left or south bay of the main block, isframed by half-length sddights with panded gorons,
wide pilasters, and an entablature with molded comice. It contains anew six-pand wooden door. Two
windows are located a the upper story. The Doane House was rehabilitated in 1985 removing many
20th century dterations and adding Sde and rear wings, a cemeant foundation, new window saeh, and
vinyl sding. Theoriginal front-gable Gregk Reviva form and much of the exterior trim remainsin
place, clearly illustrating itsorigins.

The Higgins-SuUivan House (2755 State Highway, ca. 1860, MHC #31, map #12-016, photo #2) is
located on the west Sde of State Highway, south of Locust Road where it defines the southem gpproach
to the National Register and Loca Historic Disfricts. 1ts stegp gable roof and pointed arch windows with
label moldings are halmarksof the Gothic Reviva style, adesgn mode that israre in Eagham and the
Cape Cad region as awhole. Itisawood-frame,front-gablesmcture that isbuilt onaT-plan and
extended by asmall one-dory reer ell. It rises 1 and 1/2 sories from acement-covered brick foundation
to agegp front-gable roof covered with agphdt shingles. The degp front overhang istrimmed with large,
omeate brackets with ascalop profile. A narrow sove chimney risesthrough the north roof dope.
Exterior walls are shesthed with wooden dgpboards and trimmed with wide comerboards and a raking
entablature. The entry occupies the north bay of the primary eedt facade where itisheaded by a
bracketed hood. The recessed door isframed by fiill Sddights. Full-length windowswith 99 sseh
occupy the other two bays. Similar windows are found on the sde elevations as well. Gable windows
display pointed arch openings with label moldings and contain recent interlace sash similar tothe

(continued)
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originas. A smdler pointed arch window with louvered shuttersisfound in the attic. The small, lateral
wingsthat extend from the rear of the main block display steep, gabled wall dormers with pointed arch
windowsthat retain their early interlace sash.

A 1 and 122 goryfront-gablecottage with weathered wood shingle siding, scaloped vergeboard trim,
and windowswith 6/6 and 12/12 sssh dandson the north sde of the house. It was originally attached to
the north sde of the main housewhere it srved as agore. Thewing was detached ca. 1890 to sarve as
aresgdencefor the origina owner's mother-in-law. A large lot landscgped with turf, shmbs, and mature
treesprovides a generous &t back for both buildings and contributes to the setting of the district asa
whole.

The Barnabas Higgins Chipman House (220 Locust Road, 1869, MHC #120, map #11-069A; photo
#2,3) of 1869 dandson the north sde of Locust Road where it faces south to the intersection of Mill Road.
Two very large, old trees a the front of the lot grace both the house and the dreet. Itis athree by threebay,
front-gable housewith smal rear (north) and eest Sde wingsthat exhibitsdementsof the Gresk Revival
and Itdianate syles. The main blockrises2 and 122 sories from alow brick foundation to a gable roof
with achimney near the center of the ridge. Exterior walls are sheathed with wood shingles on the facade
and dapboards dsawhere in reverse of the more typica pattem. It istrimmed with wide panded comer
pilagters, araking two-part entablature, and narrow comice retums. Windows are heeded by molded lintels,
contain 6/6 double-hung wooden saeh, and are equipped with early, louvered, wooden shutters. The entry,
which occupies the right or eedt bay of the main block, isframedby pilagters that riseto ahood with large,
omete brackets. Three windows are located above and another one in the gable. A bay window islocated
on the west 5de devation. The houseis congmcted of timbers that were shipped from Maineon a
schooner owned and captained by Mr. Chipman. The interior boasts a curved walnut saircase, 9 and 12
foot cellings, and origina moldings. A smdl circular cellar, of the type usualy associated with older Cgpe
Cod cotteges, remains beneeth the house. The Chipman House isawell detailed and preserved example of
a common mid to late 19th century dwelling type and stylistic mix. With the exception of the two south
dde wings, it hes changed very little Snce the early-20th century. A two-car garage hes replaced abam and
mansard roof cottage or workshop a the reer of thelot.

"The Overlook" (3085 State Highway, 1892, MHC #35, map #12-054) anchorsthe northwest comer of
the district on the south Sde of State Highway where itis sat well back from the road behind a dense free

(continued)
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reen. Itisalarge, 2 12 story. Queen Anne style smcture that isbuilt on athree by five bay front-gable
plan. Shalow wingsthat rise above the roof as crass-gables are centered on both north and south sde
elevations. Two narrow chimneys rise through both roof dopeson ether Sde of thewings. Typica of
the Queen Anne Style, exterior walls are sheathed with amix of painted wooden dapboards and shingles
and are trimmed with belt courses digned with window heedsand sills a both stories. Other trim
includes an entablature and molded comice. Clgpboards gopear a the first story and between the sscond
dory beltcourses. Decorative fishtail shingles gopear in both main and crossgables Windows are
smply framed and contain 1/1 saeh. The main entrance occupies the south bay of the three bay west
elevation. It features an imposing double-leaf door with large Stained glassupper pands. A verandah
with tumed pods, brackets, baudrade, and lattice gpron wraps around the west eevation to the north sde
wing. Theposition of the entry is marked by a gable with fishtail shingles. A secondary entry with shed
roof porch islocated on the rear et elevation. A largewing, smilar in design to the main house and
clearly subordinate to it, was added to the rear in 1988 to accommodete the building's bed and breskfast
use Theinterior plan remans intact dong with many original features including amahogany daircase,
fireplaces and mantdls, and abundant woodwork. Both exterior and interior survivewith very few
changes. The houseis accompanied by an 18th century bam that was moved from Wellfleet

The Katherine Moore House (49 Salt Pond Road, 1932, map #12-052) is set well back from the west
Sde of SAt Pond Road and isnot visible from the dreet.  Itisasmpletwo by three bay dwelling that
rises 1 and 12 soriesto agable roof Exterior walls are sheethed with yellow-painted wood shingles
and trimmed with amolded comice. There are no comerboards.  The entrance occupies the eedt bay of
the two bay south facade and isfronted by asmall, enclosed, gabled porch with six-panel wooden door.
Windows are simply framed, contain 6/1 saeh, and are equipped with period panded wooden shutters
with araised crescent moon motif  Shed dormers are found on both roof dopes. A small gabled wing
with exterior chimney extends eesward. The Moore House has been identified as aproduct of the Sears
Roebuck mail order company.

The Anthony Volpe House (155 Locust Road; 1978; NR map #12-043) sands on the south Sde of
Locust Road. Itistypical of the traditionally detailed recent dwellingswithin the district. Buih on a
three by two bay rectangular plan it risestwo dories to adde-gable roof Exterior walls are sheathed
with wood clgpboards and trimmed with smple comerboards and fascia. An exterior chimney rises

(continued)
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adongthe eest wall. The center entrance is Ssmplyframedand contains awood pand door. Windows
contain 12/12 sash.

The housea 130 Locust Road (post-1986; NR map #12-045) dandson the north Sde of Locust Road.
It isavery well-detailed, five by two bay Reproduction Cape that rises 1 and 12 dories to a seep,
wood-shingled, Sde-gable roof The mainblock is extended by small eest and west wings. Exterior
walls are sheathed with wood dgpboards (facade) and shingles, and are trimmed with comerboards and
fascia. The main entranceis centered on the symmetrical five bay south facade. It isheeded by afive-
pane transom and contains awood panded door. Windows contain 12/12 sssh. Small, four-pane outer
windows gppeer in the gables. It is soreened from the dreet by dense plantings.

Current Conditions

Sevad factors have affected the integrity of the district Snce the dose of the period of significance in
1950. They are limited infill constmction, some dterations to existing buildings, esablishment of the
Old Town Center Local Historic District, widening of State Highway to four lanes, and establishment of
the Cgpe Cod National Seeshore Park. Thefirst three factors effect the district itself, while the two latter
primarily effect its setting.

Some new residential constmction hes occurred in and around the National Register district Snce World
Wa || asistypical of the region as awhole. New dwellings are concentrated on Locust Road west of its
intersection with Seh Pond Road and on the west Sde of Sdt Pond, north of its intersection with Locust
Road. There have a0 been some additions to historic houses. All of the additions and new houses
conform to the dominant characteristics of their historic neighbors including small scae, one to two
dory height, wooden materias, and overal ssimplicity of design. The generdly high quality of new
constmction and dterations reflects the vigilance of the loca historic district commission which hes hed
design review authority snce its establishment in 1986.

Most new constmction has occurred on State Highway, on new dregtsthat lead off Locust and Seh Pond
Roads, and on the back lots of houseson the north sde of Locust Road. The vast majority are excluded
from the district boundaries. See Verbal Boundary Justification for additional information.

(continued)
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The four-lane corridor of State Highway (Route 6) hes little effect on the district as awholewhichis
focused on the intersection of Locust and Sat Pond Roads. Itsprimary effect has been to cut the district
off from its historic surroundings on the north and eadt, especidly Sdt Pond and the former agriculturd
lands that surrounded it. Fortunately, establishment of the Cgpe Cod National Seeshore Park hes had a
beneficial effect onthe district by preserving that historic setting. While itsland isnot includedin the
district, it maintains large parcels of open goacein native vegetation on both Sdes of Sdt Pond,
accounting for mogt of the land that paralesthe district. The extent and scenic beauty of thislandscape
counteracts the negative effect State Highway and serves to knit the district with both St Pond and the
three historic buildings of f Nauset Road on the eest Sde of the highway, (s photos #3,4)

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric Stes are recorded in the district, itispossble that Stesare present. Forty-eight
Stesare recorded in the generd area(within one mile), including two Stes (19-BN-388, 372) that border
the eestem boundary of the district and may extend into the district. Most known prehistoric Stesin the
area border the St Pond and Nausst MardVHarbor locae, however, prehistoric Stes are dso located
aong the margins of Cgpe Cod Bay related wetlands and inland ponds. Known prehistoric Stetypesin
the generd areaindicate the potentia for awide range of stetypes including small, short term soecid
purpose type dtes (shell middens, lithic workshops), habitation Stes and burids. Environmentd
characteridtics of the district 0 represent locational criteriathat are favorable for awide variety of Ste
types. Thedistrict islocated in an arearegpresanted by irregular topography within an otherwise well
drained level to moderatdy doping outwash plain. The entire district islocated within 1000 feet of a
complex array of wetlands represented by amarine related ecosystem andfreshwater ponds. Nauset
Harbor/Marsh islocated esst of the district with St Pond forming the esstem district boundary.
Minister Pond is located immediately north of the district with Depot Pond and Great Ponds to the south
and west. Given the above information, the Sze if the district (gpproximately 40 acres), the relatively
high site density for Eastham (69 sites), and the location of mogt Stesin the eastem portion of town in
the generd areaof the district, ahigh potentia exigts for locating prehistoric Stesin the district.

A high potential a0 exigs for locating historic archaeological resourceswithin the district. Stmctural
evidence may survivefrom 18* and 19* century residences demolished or moved in the district.
Archaeological evidence rdated to Eastham's 17*  century settlement may dso survivein the didtrict,

(continued)
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however, Stesor homeseads from this period have yet to be demondrated. Most of thedistrict's
settlement during the 18* and 19* centuries gppears to haveremained intact with limited losses The
1830 Hde Map of the areashows about one-haf dozen buildingsin the district a thet time. Thedistrict
datashest 0 lists Six extant buildings in the district from the same period. Thisdata suggedts that no
loss=s have occurred for that period or rather that earlier buildings were lost and pre-1830 rebuilding
took place. One housedte may exist in the district across the Sfreet from the present location of the
Knowles Doane House (ca. 1765) located a 25 Sdt Pond Road @ Locust Road. That housewas
reportedly moved across the dreet a the tum of the century. Stmctural evidence may dso exist from
bams and other outbuildingsthat have o been moved or demolished in the district. Archaeological
evidence from occupationa related features (trash pits, privies, wells) should o survivein the district.
These resources as well as evidence from outbuildings can survivewith extant smctures and
archaeologica dtes. Archaeologica evidence from constmction features associated with the initial
building of extant smctures and later additions may dso be present in the district. Stmctura evidence
from satworks may exist around Sat Pond, especidly dong itswestem shore.

(end)
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X A Property is associated with events that have made
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X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
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Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
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_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.
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within the past 50 years.
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Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Criteria Statement

The Old Town Center National Regigter District isthe most concentrated and significant cluster of
historic buildingsin Eastham. It was here that the town erected itsfirst Town Hall in 1850 and
edtablished adistrict school in 1869. Here that resdents kept two early post offices, operated avariety
of smal shops, and accommodated summer visitors. And herethat resdents engaged in the agricultura
pursuits that have formed the town's economic backbonefrom earlies settlement in the 1640s through
the mid-20th century. The history of the district isreveded inavariety of building typesand styles
datingfi-omthe mid-18th century to the present. These buildings are not innovative or high syle
mesterpieces. Rather, they are derived from the regional vemacular and are well suited to the modest
means and lifestylesof the farmers, mariners, shop owners, innkeepers, miller, blacksmith, and minister
who haveresded hereover time.

Asacivic, commercia, and resdential corethat developed around the town's third meetinghouse Site,
the district mestscriterion A for its assocaionswith Eastham's community development. Thedistrict
aso megtscriterion Cfor its representative and wel-preserved collection of 18th, 19th, and early-20th
century architecture. The period of sgnificance broadly extendsfi-omca 1765 when the earliest extant
building was congructed in the district through 1950 when large, sustained population increases ushered
Eagham into the modem era

The district has &so been the focus of successfiil historic preservation efforts beginning in 1965 when
the Eagtham Historical Society rescued the Old Schoolhouse and crested amuseum. . The importance of
the district to the town as awhole was recognized in 1986 when Eagtham’s first and only local historic
design review district was established with boundaries very similar to those of the National Register
district. The scrutiny of the district commisson hes done much to maintain the historic integrity of the
district including changes to existing buildings and the constmction and siting of new buildings.

All of the contributing properties within the district illustrate one or more important themesthat

(continued)
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characterizethe town and region. Thosethemesinclude long-term multi-generationa property
ownership, agriculture, sscondary commercia uses assodated with resdentia properties, summer
tourism, maritime enterprise, local government, and architecture. Severd are d 0 assodiated with the key
people and eventsthat have shaped Eastham'shistory. (Town Hall; Rev. Philander Shaw House) The
Old Town Center National Regigter District possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materias,
workmanship, feeling, and associatlions, and is significant on the local level.

Summary History of Eastham: Local Context

The Town of Easthamwas settled and incorporated inthe 1640s. In that same decede, its first
Congregational meetinghouse and burying ground were established a Town Cove, defining the original
town center, (see Town Cove Burying Ground NR: 1999) At that time Eagham encompassed alarge 15
by 25 mile territory that included the present-day towns of Orleansand Wellfleet in addition to
Eagham. The settlement was characterized by large, digoersed farmdeads that wereinitially
concentrated in the southeastern portion of the community, with its fertile soils, numerous ponds, and
proximity to Town Coveand Sat Pond with their aocessto the Atlantic Ocean. The Old Town Center
National Regigter District is within this locus of early settlement. The town prospered from the
beginning, growing from an origina population of saven freemen votersand their families to atotal of
A8 in 1703. (Freeman 1869: 377) Good harbor facilities in present-day Orleansand Wellfleet
gradudly attracted settlement to the south and north of the meetinghouse center.

By 1718, "Eastham's long and narrow sea-bounded area made one central meeting house inconvenient to
many” {Trayser 1951: 17), and a controversy arose over the best location for the new house. It was agreed
to divide Eastham into North and South Parishes, with outsiders given responsibility for determining the
exact location of the dividing line. A new South Parish Meeting House was erected in 1718, southeast of
Town Cove inwhat isnow Orleans. (Freeman 1869: 382 - 282) The North Parish occupied theold
meetinghouse until 1720 when their new house and burying ground were completed on Bridge Road, (see
Bridge Road Cemetery NR: 1999) 1n 1723, Billingsgate, the northernmost portion of Easthamwas
established asthe North Precinct, creating a de facto third Parish in Eastham. (Freeman 1869: 385-386)

In 1763, the former North Precinct of Billingsgate was incorporated asthe new town of Wellfleet, focused

(continued)
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on alarge harbor on Cape Cod Bay. The South Parish was established asthe Town of Orleans on March
3, 1797. This resulted inloss of territory for the old Town of Eastham, and reduced its population to 840.
(Deyo 1890: 723) Italso lefl: the old town without a compact center and with a dispersed character that
persisted through the mid-20th century. By 1800, Easthamwas the second least popul ous town on Cape
Cod. (MHC: 10) According to a description penned by the Reverend James Freeman (20 Salt Pond Road
@ Locust Road; ca. 1795; MHC #115; map #12-048) in 1802, therewere a total of 122 families at that
time, constituting over 800 individuals. They resided in 100 dwelling houses, only seven of which were
two story stmctures. One of those two story houses was located in the district (10 Locust Road; ca. 1800;
MHC #148; NR map #12-015). Other buildings inthe town included bams, two windmills for grinding
"the cereals", two schoolhouses, and the Congregational meetinghouse at Bridge Road. (Deyo 1890: 726;
Freeman 1869: 404) By 1830, the population had risen to its peak of 970, but this still left Easthamas the
only town on Cape Cod with a population under 1,000. That 1830 peak was not exceeded until 1951.
(Deyo 1890: 724)

Eastham's established Congregational Church was chalenged by anather religion for thefirst timein
1820 when aMethodist Episcopa Society was organized, the direct result of a Methodist camp meeting
held in neighboring Wellfleet the previous year. The Methodigts built achurch with adjacent burying
ground the following yeer. (Trayser 1951: 38) Ten yearslater, in 1830, the Methodists werejoined by
the Congregationdists when they moved their meeting house and cametery to athird and final Ste.
(Deyo 1890: 731) Both church dtesare north of the Old Town Center National Register District onthe
wes s5de of State Highway.

Little remains to remind us of Eagtham'sfirst twotown centers. The original 1640s center & Town
Cove is now marked only by the Cove Burying Ground (ca. 1660; MHC #800; NR 1999). The sscond
1720 center isremembered through the Bridge Road Cemetery (ca. 1720; MHC #803; NR 1999) and the
Congregationd Parsonage (1955 Bridge Road; ca 1720; MHC #62). In contradt to its predecessors,
Eastham'sthird meeting house Ste developed as ardatively szable and varied village cluster in the 19th
and 20th centuries.

(continued)
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Historical Events and Trends Associated with Eastham's Old Center National Register District

The Town of Eastham has had three successvetown centers as defined by the location of the
Congregationa megtinghouse and, after 1850, thetown hall. Thefirst two— a Town Cove (ca 1640-
1720) and Bridge Road (1720-1830) ~ cannot be consdered centersin the generd sanse of the word
which implies atight, szable cluster of buildings serving avariety of purposes. Thethird center, which
encompassesthe Old Town Center National Regider District, wasthe first to achieve therequisite
dengty and diversity, but even it remained smal in comparison to other town centers. Many higtorians
have noted Eastham's characterigtic dispersed settlement pattem and have offered avariety of
explanations. Two of the strongest and mod valid reesons are the relative fertility of the soil coupled
with the comparative paucity of maritime facilities and opportunities after the separation of Wellfleet
(1763) and Orleans (1797), both of which deveoped around harbor Stes.

County historian Frederick Freeman, writing in 1858 - 1862, obsarved that:

"Different parts of the township have distinctive agppdlations; but there can
scarcdy be sad to be avillage within itsbounds, the dwellings are scattered
The post-office designationsare Easthamand North Eastham." (Freeman: 352)

Simeon Deyo, alater county historian writing in 1890, supported and expanded upon Freeman's
obsarvations, and aso noted the rise of the Eagtham Center:

"Thistown doesnot contain the compact villagesthat are ssenin Sder towns, but
the gore, post office, mill, railroad station, town house and churches in the south part
of the town form the nudeus of the village of Eastham. It isthe largest center of the
town and embraces the territory upon which the pioneers erected theirfirstdwellings
in 1644. Thet the village is scaitered across the southem portion of thetown isdue
to the fact that the excellent quality of the soil hes rendered rural pursuitsthe leading
indudtry, in the absance of good harbors and commerce theat would tend to develop a
more compact busnesscenter. A mral, sparsdy-settled New England village now
gregtsthe eye, with roadswinding over knolls and around ponds. Thrift gopears in

(continued)
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the neat surroundings of the cottages, and the two towering church spiresin the
distance and whistle of the approaching locomotive remind these aspiring denizens
of their approximation of the title of villagers." (Deyo: 735)

Eagtham Center now congstsof two distinct sections. The Old Town Center National Register Didtrict
developed primarily in the late-18th to mid-19th centuriesin the area oppodgte St Pond. The Eagtham
Center National Regigter Disfrict (NR: 1999) representsa southward shift toward the 1870 railroad depot
on Samosat Road.

The vicinity of the Old Town Center National Regigter District was attrectiveto early settlersfor severd
ressons. One was proximity to Sdt Pond which, like Town Coveto the south, provided an outlet to the
Atlantic Ocean via Nauset Inlet. Another was its location on the Old Kings Highway which followed
SAt Pond and Locust Roadsuntil the 20th century when it was widened and Sraightened in some aress.
The King's Highway was the primary regiond trangportation corridor inthe 17th, 18th, and 19th
centuries, and remainsimportant today as a link between Sandwich & the Cgpe Cod Cand ad
Provincetown a the peninsulastip. Dating to the 17th century, the road was desgnated as the King's
Highway in the Eagtham areaiin 1720 when it was improved to a40' width between Harwich and Truro.
(Deyo 1890: 723) A third factor that atracted settlement to the district is the fertility of the soil coupled
with a concentration offreshwater pondsincluding Ministers Pond, Long Pond, Great Pond, Herring
Pond and severd smdler bodies. Both of thesetopographica factors fostered the agricultural endeavors
that dominated Eastham’s economy well into the 20th century.

Many have commented on the prominence of agriculture in Eagtham including county historian
Frederick Freeman writing in 1860.

"One fact, however, isremarkable, — that while other towns in the county can
boast of superior farms, this town isthe only one of the thirteen that produces
sufficient grain for home consumption. More than this, ~ athousand bushels of
Indian com are annually sent from this town to amarket abroad; in yearspast,
mor e than three thousand have been exported. Farmers were accustomed to raise,
each, about 500 bushels ayear." (Freeman: 354)

(continued)
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Early Eastham settlers produced wheat, com, and other grains and also exploited the abundance of salt
hay offered by extensive salt marshes on both coasts. Twowindmills were erected in 1684 and 1703 to
grind the abundance of grain. Eastham's agricultural success contributed to itsstatusas Cape Cod's
most populous town in 1760 prior to the separation of Wellfleet and Orleans. In 1844, Enoch Pratt noted
that Easthamwas the only Capetown which was raising enough grain for its own consumption and for
export. (Lowe: 28-29)

Like the rest of Eastham, the National Regiter district was soarsdy populated in the 17th and 18th
centuries. Only two extant dwellings dateto thisperiod. They are the Knowles Doane House of ca

1765 (25 Salt Pond Road @ Locust Road; MHC #114; NR map #12-046) and the late-18th century
John Knowles House (191 Locust Road; MHC #119; map #11-070). While the early histories of these
houses are currently unknown, itisvery likely that their early occupants engaged in agriculture and some
maritime endeavors

The pregtige of the district was enhanced ca. 1795 when the Reverend Philander Shaw and hisfamily
chose to meke their home a the intersection of Locust and Salt Pond Roads. (20 Salt Pond Road; ca
1795; MHC #115; NR map #12-048) Shaw was ordained as the third minister of Eastham's
Congregationa Churchin 1795. Servingfor 42 years, until 1838, Shaw was the lagt to presde & the old
1720 Bridge Road meeting house and the first a the new 1830 meeting house on State Highway. Shaw
was a popular minister, but his persond |ife was plagued by tragedy which began with the loss of his
first wife Dorcas who died of a"languishment™ on July 17, 1797 a the age of 19. Shaw and his sscond
wife Lucy lost four young children, three to adevastating epidemic that swept through Eagtham in 1816.
(see Bridge Road Cemetery; NR 1999)

On January 1, 1798, following the separation of Orleans, Eastham wes recognized as aU. S postd
district, formally placing it on the mep of the new United Statesof America. Two mid-19th century
posmedersresded within the district and kept the office in their homes.  Elijah E. Knowles who
purchesad the Jess= Collins House (10 Locust Road; ca. 1800; M HC #148; map #12-015) in 1837 was
gppointed as Eastham's seventh postmadter, serving from April 13, 1841 to August 14, 1843. Hewes
uccesded by George Seebury who kept the office a his house across the dreet for 17 years (2765 State
Highway; ca 1823; MHC #33; NR map #12-017).

(continued)
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Byl830-1831, when Eagham achieved itspesk 19th century population of 970 and the Hale mgp was
published, the Old Town Center district embraced about a half-dozen buildings. In addition, severd
satworkswere located on the west shore of St Pond. A school and two churches stood to the north,
while awindmill was sited to the south. The 1858 county atlas shows all of the above smctures except
the sdtworks, abuilding type and industry thet were disgppearing throughout the region. In addition,
there was apogt office/store (2765 State Highway; ca. 1823; MHC #33; NR map #12-017) and severd
more dwellings. Other sources, including local and county histories, the 1855 state census, and property
deads, amplify the mgp information.

Three new institutiona buildings were the most important newcomers to the Old Town Center vicinity
in the early to mid-19th century, confirming its central rolewithin the town. A Methodist Episcopal
Society was organized in Eagham in 1820 as adirect result of Cgpe Cod's first Methodist camp meeting
held in Wellfleet the previous year. The Old Town Center areagained an impos ng ingtitutional
presence when the society constmcted their meeting house on the eest Sde of the Old King's Highway
(State Highway/Route 6) northwest of Ministers Pond and nearly opposite Meeting House Road.
(Trayser: 38) Thisbuilding was replaced in 1851 and again in 1926 following a fire. The 1926 church
was subsequently moved back from the road and substantialy enlarged and remodeled. The Methodists
werejoined by the Congregationdists in 1830 when the church and cemetery moved 15 miles north
from their second Ste on Bridge Road (see Bridge Road Cemetery; NR 1999) to athird and final
location a the comer of State Highway and Kingsbury Beach Roed, inline with the 1870 railroad right-
of-way. By 1859 the congregation had dwindled to such an extent that it could no longer support a
minister. The group disbanded in 1864 and sold the church building to Edward Clark who used the
timbersto erect acurrying shop on the westem shore of Greet Pond. Both churches were located north
of the Old TovraCenter district, sgparated by severd recent buildings. Their Stesare now marked by
the Evergreen (MHC #802) and Congregationd and Soldiers (MHC #301) Cemeteries.

Town meetings were held in Eagtham'’s successve Congregationa churches, and dternated between the
Congregational and Methodists churches from 1821 to 1851 when Eagtham'sfirst town hall was
congmcted. As the center of local government and the site of many commimity activities, the Old Town
Hall (55 Salt Pond Road @ State Highway; MHC #112; NR map #12-053) isthe mogt historically
significant building in the Old Center Historic District. Eagtham voters gpproved constmction of atown
hall in 1851, following ayear of debate Sylvanus Smith was charged with sdlecting the Ste while

(continued)
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Bamabas Doane (chairman), Elijah E. Knowles, and Myrick Clark were gppointed to the building
committee. Thetotal cogt of land and building was cgoped a $1,200.00. The land was acquired from
Knowles Doane (25 Salt Pond Road @ L ocust Road; ca. 1765; MHC #114; NR map #12-046) and
Seymour Bangs, aforty-four year old carpenter from North Eastham was sdected as builder, (sse
section 7 for description of origina building)

In addition to official town mesetings, the town hall was usad by various private societies including the
American Tempearance Society (annua meeting 3/15/1853) and the Methodist Benevolent Sewing
Circle. Thetown hall dso sarved practica fiinctions. For example, it was the recmitment Stefor
Eagtham's seventy-seven Civil War soldiers and prior to constmction of the Nausat Life Saving Station,
it served as ahumane station where shipwrecked ssaamen were quartered and victims awaited
identification. Thetown hall was twice used as a school, oncefrom 1865-1873, and againin 1902-1903
for grades one through four following consolidation of the town's three ungraded schools. Eagstham's
Universaist Society was organized here on August 12, 1889 and usad it as aplace of worship until their
own chapd was dedicated on January 29, 1890 (see Eagham Center NRHD: 1999). The Eagtham
Grange wes organized in the town hall on April 8, 1912. The building was &so ussd for drameatic and
musica performances put on by the Village Improvement Society and other groups.

After serving Eastham for sixty-two years as acenter for civic, socia, and culturd events, the town hall
was s0ld a public auction on November 5, 1913. It was replaced by a handsome brick stmcture donated
by Timothy Smith, a Roxbury merchant and native of Eagham. Still serving as the town hall, the 1913
building is located a short distance south of the Old Town Center district on the eest Sde of State
Highway, (sse Eagtham Center NRHD: 1999) The Old Town Hall was purchasad by Englishman John
Hopes Smart. Smart came to Cgpe Cod as an employee of the French Cable Company, which is noted
for laying the first transatlantic cable between France and the United Statesin 1879 (se French Ceble
Hut NR: 4/22/1976). Smart renodded the old town hall as adwelling and christened it "Wellington™
after the two-masted schooner J. V. Wdlington that his father-in-law, Capt. Bamabas Higgins Chipman,
sailed out of Boston.

Eastham's sole surviving historic schoolhouse anchors the northeast comer of the National Register
district. (25 Schoolhouse Road @ Nauset Road; ca. 1869; MHC #92; NR map #12-064) Eagtham
provided public education in ways and a timesthat are typical of the region and gate. Thefirsttwo
schoadls (1666, 1700) were heldin private homes, often that of the schoolmaster. The first schoolhouse

(continued)
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gopears to have been congmcted inthe 1760s Gregter attention to educationa matters coupled with a
dowrisingpopulation in the post-Revol utionary period (659 in 1800 to a 970 pesk in 1830) resulted in
the establishment of six schoal digtrictsall served by smal one-room schoolhouses. 1n the second half

of the 19th century, the number of school disfricts declined in tandem with the population (845 in 1850
to 502 in 1900).

Three identical schoolhouseswere consmcted in the 1860s and 1870swhile the town hall was used as an
interim facility (1865-1873). The Old Schoolhouse was congmcted ca 1869, to replace an earlier
dmcture that sood diagonally across Nauset Road near the Ste of the present National Seeshore Visitors
Center. Under pressurefrom the sdateto improveits educationd facilities, the north and south schools
were moved and attached as wingsto the center schoal in 1906-1907 to create atemporary consolidated
facility. The Old Schoolhouse served the town continuoudly as a school for 67 rearsuntil amodem
consolidated school was constmcted nearby in 1936. The old building was subssquently sold to private
owners, beginning a period of extended deterioration that ended with purchese and restoration by the
Eagtham Historical Society. The Old Schoolhouse remains as an exceptionally well-preserved example
of arural, mid-19th century schoolhouse and survives as arare example of a once common building type.

Maritime activities began to assume agregter rolein the local economy in the 19th century, but not to
the extent ssen in many other Cape Cod towns, largely due to topography. Eagham possesses severd
harbors cgpable of providing safe anchoragefor small vessdas, but none degp or large enough to
accommodate the Sze and numbers of boatsthat gppeared in the 19th century. Eastham's largest
anchorage is Nausat Harbor on the Atlantic coadt, dthough itsutility is compromised by a sand bar that
obgmcts its mouth. Nausst Harbor connectsto Town Cove where the first meeting house and burying
ground were established in the 1640s(sse Cove Burying Ground NR) and to Sat Pond which definesthe
eastem edge of the Old Town Center National Regidter district. Historian Alice Lowe notes that because
of Eagtham'slack of degp harbor facilities:

"Most of her seafaring men were engaged in the merchant service, sailing from
Boston to coastal ports or to the West Indies when that trade becameactive.”
(Lowe: 31)

Severd resdentsof the Old Town Center National Regigter district mede their living fromthe sea &

various pointsin their lives. The best known is Captain Freeman Hatch (1820-1889; 180 L ocust Road;

NR map #12-041A) who is noted as the skipper of severd clipper shipsincluding the Northern Light, the
(continued)
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Bonita, the West Wind, and the Midnight, but his fame restson ajoumey made in 1853 at the age of 33.
Commanding the clipper Northern Light, he and his crew set a coast-to-coast record and bested the times
of two rival clippers, the Trade Wind and the Contest, in arace from San Francisco to their respective
home ports of Boston and New York. With anew suit of clothes asthe prize, the three ships embarked on
a 15,000-milejoumey around Cape Hom. Hatch made thetrip to Boston in 76 days and 6 hours, a record
that stood for 130yearsuntil 1983. The Trade Wind and the Contest took 84 and 79 days respectively to
reach New York. The \,02\-ton Northern Light measured 180' long by 36" wideby21.5' deep andwas
constmcted in East Boston in 1851 by Edwin and Harrison Briggs. It was designed by Samuel Pook and
owned by James Huckins, a merchant of Bamstable and Boston. Hatch's accomplishment is inscribed on
his gravestone at Evergreen Cemetery (Cape Codder 10/26/1997; Lowe: 132)

Capt. Bamabas Higgins Chipman (1828-1874) was the owner and commander of the two-masted schooner
J. V. Wdlington which sailed from Boston, plying the coast with cargoesof cod and lumber. Bom in
Wellfleet in 1828 to Ebenezer Chipman and Martha Higgins, Bamabas was orphaned & the age of 7. In
1852 he married Sarah Mayo Hatch (1835-1906), ader of Capt. Freeman Hatch. The Chipmanslived on
Milton Hill in Wellfleet and operated a nearby ship chandlery until 1889 when Bameabas purchased land
from his father-in-law Freaman Doane Hatch (180 Locust Road). Chipman's house, known as Waton
(220 Locust Road; 1869; MHC #120; NR map #11-069A), was buih with timber shipped from Maine
on the J. V. Wdlington. (Lowe: 141) The Chipmanshad three children: Arthur, Edgar, and Abbie F. who
married John Smart of Eastham. Arthur and Abbie are associated with the Overlook, a Quean Anne style
house on State Highway (3085 State Highway; 1891; MHC #35; NR map #12-054).

Capt. James Savage (1829-1926) was bom in Halifax, Nova Scotiaand began his maritime career & the
age of 9as acook's helper. He later served on severd degp-sea merchant shipstraveling to portsin
South Americaand the Mediterranean, and then as awhaer out of Wellfleet and New Bedford. Savege
was listed inthe 1855 date censusas a magter mariner. He retired from the sea in 1879 a the age of
fifty due to the poor health of his wife Hannah Higgins and mede his living tending fish weirsin Cegpe
Cod Bay. Savage was dso involved intown affairs, chairing committeesto fence Evergreen Cametery
and to build apublic library (sse Eagtham Center District; NR 1999). Savage had three children: Euldia
who married Austin E. Cole, James who settled in Humboldt, lowa, and William Henry who went to
Chicago with Gugtavus Swift. Savage goent his later yearsin the district, boarding with his son-in-law

(continued)
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in 1901 (20 Salt Pond Road; ca. 1795; MHC #115; NR map #12-048) and later residing across the
dreet & 115 Locust Road (ca. 1850; MHC #117; NR map #12-047)

Capt. Je=s=e Callins (1791-1869; 10 Locust Road @ State Highway; ca. 1800; MHC #148; NR map
#12-015), the son of Josgph and Bethia Collins, owned the doop Algerine which carried freight,
primarily sat, between Easham and Boston. The 1855 cenauslists Collins as afarmer, probably

reflecting both his age (63) and the sharp decline in sat manufacture. Jesse and hiswife Sarah were
childless.

Other mariners in the district according to the 1855 censusincluded Roland Doane, the husband of
Deborah Doane (25 Deborah Doane Way @ Salt Pond Road; ca. 1850; MHC #116; NR map #12-
022), 52 year old Benjamin Atwood (191 Locust Road; late 18th cen.; MHC #119; NR map #11-070),
40 year old Reuben Brewer (3070 State Highway; ca. 1828; MHC #34; NR map #12-063G), and 26
year old Beniah Higgins (1829-1876; 2755 State Highway, ca. 1860, NR map #12-016)

During the 19th century, Eastham's s0ils became depleted but remained more productive than those of
most Cgpe towns, allowing large numbers of resdentsto continueto eem their living from the land.
Farmersin the National Regigter district according to the 1855 censusincluded 41-year-old Henry Doane
(115 Locust Road; ca. 1850; MHC #117; NR map #12-047), 58-year-old Freeman Doane Hatch (180
Locust Road; ca. 1820; MHC #118; NR map #12-041A), 63-year-old Jesse Coallins. (10 Locust Road
@ State Highway; ca. 1800; MHC #148; NR map #12-015) Knowles Doane (25 Sah Pond Road @
Locust Road; ca. 1765; MHC #114; NR map #12-046) wes listed as the tovm's only miller.

At the tum-of-the-century, Eagtham farmers experimented with new crops and with tmck gardening. 1n
1905 they led the county in the sdleof vegetablesvaued a $26,8109.

"When the soil became impoverished, thefarmers planted asparagus and turnips
which grew especially well in the sandy loam. These Eastham products became
famous and much sought for in the market. Most of the Eastham farmers have
now tumed totmck gardening and many roadside standsdisplay their fresh
vegetables inseason.” (Lowe: 30)

(continued)
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Degpite problems with amstfiingusin the 1910s, the Mass. Department of Labor & Industries provided
asmilar report in 1922, saying that,

"The principal business [of Eastham] isfarming. Asparagusranks first, tumips
hold second place, and then follow carrots, cranberries, and other farm producein
about equal amounts. Thesoil isparticularly well adapted to asparagus and tumip
growing. Eastham's asparagus crop for 1921 totaled approximately 3,500 boxes."
(Report 1922: 70)

Severd properties within the district illustrate thistrend. Ore isthe homesteed of Josgph Myrick Cobb
(30 St Pond Road; ca 1848; MHC #113; NR map #12-049), afarmer whose holdings extended
northeastward across State Highway aong the north shore of St Pond.  1n the early-20th century his
property was inherited by Ledie Emerson Chase (b. 1885), a Brewster native who married Mabel W.
Cobb in 1912. Chasewas noted as apioneer and leader in the agparagus indudtry.

Recognizing the future that lay in the agparagus business, he devoted all his
efforts to thisindustry with the result that he now operates one of the largest
produce centersin thisvicinity, shipping his product direct to Boston by his own
tmcks, and in this connection handles on histmcks all the agparagus raised inthis
section in addition to hisown. Thisenterprise gives employment to many of the
town's resdents and has been an important factor in the agricultural development
of the entire Cape.

In the financial affairsof the community Mr. Chaseisprominently activeas
president of the Eastham Farmers Association, Inc. inthe public life of the town
he has served as Town Clerk since 1919 and he was elected Collector of Taxes
and Treasurer, having been elected annually since then to these offices. He
formerly served as Constable and was also Sealer of Weights and Measures, and
inthis business effectively cleaned up this district." (Thompson 1928: 367)

The John Knowles House (191 Locust Road; late 18th; MHC #119; NR map #11-070) and George
Seebury-John Sparrow House (2765 State Highway @ Locust Road; ca. 1823; MHC #33; NR map

(continued)
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#12-017) ae dso assodaed with agparagusgrowing in the early-20th century. According to the 1901
directory, Herbert M. Sullivan (2755 State Highway; ca 1850; MHC #31; NR map #12-016), was a
poultry deder, and Window A. Moore (25 Deborah Doane Way; ca. 1850; MHC #116; NR map #12-
022) and Smeon Pearry (25 Sah Pond Road; ca. 1765; MHC #, NR map #12-046) were farmers.

While the district has been primarily residential throughout its history, sscondary commercia uses were
once common including both goresand inns. Generdly gppearing in the mid-19th to mid-20th
centuries, these uses gopear to be related to the region's declining maritime and agricultural economy
and represent waysfor resdentsto supplement limited incomes. Within the didtrict, these usss were
encouraged by location on amajor regiond transportation corridor, and, after 1870, proximity to the
rallroad station. The practice of maintaining soresin or adjacent to dwellingsto supplement owners
income continued well into the 20th century when severd catered to the nesdsof summer visitors.

The importance of seasond visitorswas noted by the state Department of Labor and Industriesin 1922,
A growing busnesson CgpeCad is:

".... the entertainment of summer visitors. With the influx of anincreasingly large
summer population, opportunity has been afforded to the year-round residents of the
Capeto dispose locally of much of the produce of their farms and market gardens, and
in other ways to profit through catering to the needs of the many who sojoum there

for atime. ... inadditionto these [hotels] thereare numerous boarding houses and
private homes where summer visitors can find accommodations. Thereishardly a
seashore village which hasnot its summer colony, and every year many additional
summer cottages are erected by local contractors and building fradesmen. (Report
1922: 27)

Two early examplesof enterprising district resdentswho operated in the first half of the 19th century
ae JoshuaAtwood who maintained a sorein an el of his home (10 Locust Road; ca. 1800; MHC #;
NR map #12-015) and George Segbury who operated a post office, dage coach stop, and blacksmith

dhop. (2765 State Highway @ Locust Road; ca 1823, MHC #33; NR map #12-017)

The Higgins-SuUivan House and Cottage (2755 State Highway; ca 1850; MHC #31; NR map #12-

016) provide an unusudly dear illustration of secondary commercia usssin later periods. The house

gopears to have been congmcted ca 1850 by Beniah Higgins (1829-1876) who was listed inthe 185
(continued)
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date censusas amariner. After his retirement from the seg, he and hiswife MariaDill Higgins (1834-
1902) ran adorein a sgparate wing of their home. The gtore contained four rooms, including alarge front
room for the gore, asmdler supply room to the rear known as the "Back Shop" and two Storage rooms
above Sometime after Beniah's desth in 1876 the sore was discontinued and the wing was sgparated
from the main house to becomethe home of Maria's mother, Mrs. Heman Dill. Mariathen ran a boarding
house known as the "lron Spring House' until she married George E. Heath and moved to Nashua, New
Hampshire. In the early-1890s, the property was sold to Herbert M. Sullivan and hiswife Christine. The
Sullivan's came to Eagtham after he retired from hotel work in Bermuda and New Hampshire. Mr.
Sullivan was apoultry farmer according to the 1901 resdent directory and also sarved as Sdectman from
1905-1915. Afterhediedin 1921, Mrs. Sullivan reverted to the earlier tradition of boarding house. Henry
Beston, noted author of the Outermost House and friend of the family, Sayed a the Sullivan House for
one year before moving to the Overlook Inn, dsoin the district. Sullivan heirs continue to own the housa

The "Overtook' (3085 State Highway; 1891, MHC #35; NR map #12-054) becamealodging house
for tourigtsin the 1920s. Henry Beston was af requentguest in the late-1920s and early-1930s; he
dedicated his famous book "The Outermost Houss' to Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kelley, the ownersduring
that period.

"Without their congant and ever thoughtfiil aid, without their hospitable roof to
tum to on occasion, without their friendly carefor my person it would have been
perhgpsimpossible to remain a the beach.”

During Eastham's gda Tercentenary celebration, the Lord Mayor of Eastham, England who was the
guest of honor stayed a the Overlook. After aperiod of dormancy, the Overlook was reopened as abed
and breskfast in 1985, ause that continues today.

The Josgph Myrick Cobb House (30 Sah Pond Road ca. 1848; MHC #113; NR map # 12-049) pessd
to his son Josgph Abbot Cobb and hiswife Eleanor Warren in the early-20th century. They added a
large rear wing to accommodate aboarding houseknown as the "Comfort Cottage® or "Comfort [nn"
from 1907 to 1930. Many guests came by train from New Y ork. Henry Beston was an occasond
visitor. In 1932 their daughter Mabel Warren Cobb continued the busnessof an ovemight guest house
while her hustand Ledie Emerson Chasedeveloped a successiil agparagus business and wes active in

(continued)
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town affairs. Dormerswere added to the main block of the houseduring thisperiod. The house remans
in thefamily.

The Jes= Collins House (10 L ocust Road @ State Highway; ca. 1800; MHC #148; NR map #12-
015) represnts the culmination of the ummea guest business in the didrict. It became the centerpiece
of a cottage colony when the Atwood family erected six small rental cottages in 1949. Fallowing the
1928 lead of the Collins Cattages (NR: 1999), oottage colonies gppeared throughout Eastham, reflecting
the summe resort orientation of bath town and region. The Atwoodsfir stcameto Eagham as guedts a
the Comfort Inn (30 Salt Pond Road; NR map #12-049).

Other 20th century ancillary commercia uses in the district included an antique shop known a "The
Crossways' (115 Locust Road @ Sah Pond Road; ca 1850; MHC #117; NR map #12-047), Albert
L. Moore's painting and pgpar hanging business (180 Locust Road, ca. 1820, MHC #118, NR map
#12-041A), Mrs. John Knowles post card and variety dore (191 Locust, late 18th cen, MHC #119, NR
map #11-070), and Hattie Col€'s candy gore (20 Sah Pond Road @ Locust Road, ca. 1795, MHC
#115, NR map #12-048)). The Lobgter Shanty Restaurant (2905 State Highway @ Sah Pond Road,
1930s NR map #12-014A) and abicycle rental shopin the former Cobb bam (30 Salt Pond Road; ca
1848; MHC #113; NR map #12-049) remain as the only full-time commercia uses in the district.

Modern Period

Twentieth century changes to the State Highway have had aprofound effect on the district. Rerouting of
the road in the early to mid-20th century bypassad Locust and Sdt Pond Roads, and thus played a major
rolein preserving the Old Town Center. Widening to four lanes and some new constmction in more
recent years have encroached onthe district and dismpted itslink to Salt Pond.

Egablishment of the Cegpe Cod National Seeshore Park hes had abeneficial effect onthedistrict's
historic setting. While itsland isnot includedin the digtrict, it maintains large parcels of open goecein
native vegetation on both ddes of SAt Pond, encompasing dmog the entire areaon the eest 9de of State
Highway opposite the district (photo #8). The strength and extent of this landscape largely counteracts
the negative effect of the four-lane State Highway and sarves to knit the district with Sat Pond.

(continued)
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Some new residential constmction hes occurred in and around the National Regigter district Snce World
War II. Thisis characteridtic of the town and region as awhole where rapid population growth hes
occurred. In Eagtham the population rose dramatically a ten-year intervals between 1940 and 1990: 582
(1940), 859 (1950), 1200 (1960), 2043 (1970), 3472 (1980), and 4462 (1990). In 1945-1950, building
datsaveraged 125 per year. Establishment of Eastham'sfirst and only local design review digtrict in
the Old Town Center in 1986 has done much to shape new development in apositive way that does not
defract from the historic character of the aes>

The district was aso the focus of one of Eastham's first successfiil historic preservation efforts. This
wes purchase and restoration of the 1869 Old Schoolhouse (25 Schoolhouse Road; MHC #92; NR
map #12-064; photo #6) by the Eastham Historical Society in 1965. The Society rescued the building
from aperiod of extended deterioration after it had passed into private ownership following itsdosurein
1936. Fred Jewdll, who resded in the old Philander Shaw House (20 Sah Pond Road; 1795, MHC
#115; NR map #12-048; photo #4) was the first curator. The Old Schoolhouse remains as an
exceptionaly well-preserved example of amral, mid-19th century schoolhouse and survives as arare
example of a once common building type.

More recently, in 1997, the owner of the Reuben Brewer House (3070 State Highway, ca. 1828, MHC
#34, NR map #12-063G) and bam (3080 State Highway, NR map #12-054) renovated both buildings
through the Lower Cgpe Cod Community Development Corporation housing rehabilitation program
(EHS news clip 1/9/97) whose god isto stabilize year-rovmd housing on Cgpe with afocus on protecting
affordable rental housing.

Architectural Significance

The history of the Old Town Center National Register district isreveded in alocally representative mix
of building types and styles dating from the mid-18th century to the present. Thesebuildings are not
innovative or high style magterpieces. Rather, they are derived from the regiona vemacular and are
auited to the modest meansand lifestylesof the farmers, mariners, shop owners, innkespers, blacksmith,
and minister who haveresded here over time. Dwellings predominate, but included among them area
former schoolhouse (now amusaum) and the first town hall (now a resdence).

(continued)
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Typicaly, the earliest dwellings are traditional Cape Cod cottages that follow the regiona vemacular.
Thesesmple dwellingsrise 1 and 12 gories to low-dung Sde-gable roofs, are shesthed with weethered
wood shingle or clgpboard siding, and generdly lack stylistic detail or elaboration. They gopeer in five
bay formsknown as "fiill-Capes’, four bay forms known as "3/4- Cgpes’, and three bay formsknown as
"half-Capes’. Some of the five bay examples result from expansons of three-bay "haf-Capes’, an
evolutionary process that is often visible in their asymmetrica facades. In many cases the main block is
extended by one or more historic rear or lateral wings of decreesng scale. Severd display regionaly
typical features like round cellars (Seabury-Sparrow House; 2765 State @ L ocust Road, NR map
#12-017) and small outer garret windows (Reuben Brewer House; 3070 State Highway; NR map #12-
063G).

The Knowles Doane House (25 Sash Pond Road @ L ocust Road, ca. 1765, MHC #114, map #12-
046), which isthe oldest building within the district and one of the oldest within the town as a whole,
provides an exceptiondly well-preserved example of atraditional three by three bay haf-Cape with a
long reexr ell. Thelocation of the facade windows immediately benegth the roofline supports an 18th
century date. The Reuben Brewer House (3070 State Highway @ Nauset Road, ca. 1828, MHC
#34, map #12-063G) provides an example of four by three bay "3/4 Cegpe’. Itslater dateisreveded in
the position of the facade windows, five shingle courses benegth the eaves. Severdfive-bay"full-
Cgpes' ae present in the district including the Reverend Philander Shaw House (20 Salt Pond Road
@ Locust Road, ca. 1795, MHC #115, map #12-048) with itsdassc Federd period entrance framed
by panded pilasters and transom, the Hatch-M oore House (180 L ocust Road, ca. 1820, MHC #118,
map #12-041A) whose off- center chimney and entrance suggest that it may have originated as athree-
bay haf-Cape, and the wdll-preserved George Seabury-John Sparrow House (2765 State Highway @
Sah Pond Road, ca 1823, MHC #33, map #12-017). An early-20th centtiry view of the Haich-Moore
House demondrates that both itsrear shed dormers on front and rear roof dopeswerein place well
within the period of significance.

The Jesse CoUins House (10 Locust Road @ State Highway, ca. 1800, MHC #148, map #12-015)
overlooking Sat Pond provides an unusua example of the Federa stylewhich maintainsatraditiona
three bay "half-house" form but rises a fiill two sories to afashionably low hip roof Vinyl sding now
covers unusualy daborate msticated comerboards but other early features remain intact including
windowframesand 6/6 saeh and amain entrance that isframed by fluted pilasters, a dentilated
entablature, molded comice, and three-pane transom.

(continued)
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Two dwellings and both institutional buildings within the district are designed in the Greek Reviva syle
which dominated the mid-19th century in Eastham and the regionin generd. Both of the dwellings, the
Capt. Savage House (115 Locust Road @ Sah Pond Road, ca. 1850, MHC #117, map #12-047) ad
the Deborah Doane House (Deborah Doane Way @ Locust Road, ca. 1860, MHC #116, map #12-
022) rise 1 and 12 gories tofront-gabl eroofs that echo the profile of a Gresk temple. Both are do
extended by latera wings, adhering to one of the most popular forms of the style on Cgpe Cod, ad
display typical features such as pilagters and entablatures trimming both the building and main entrance.

Eagham's Old Town Hall (55 Sah Pond Road, 1851, MHC #112, map #12-053) and the Old
Schoolhouse (25 Schoolhouse Road, 1869, M HC #92, map #12-064) are both rectangular buildings
theat rise 1 and 1/2 sories from granite block foundations tofront-gableroofs. Trim is sSmilar to that of
the two houses. Thetown hall adds pandling to the pilagters adding subgtance to its centrd rolein the
community but its scale and overal ssmplicity goeek to Eastham's position as one of the amdlest and
leest progperous townsin the region. The origina facade is now covered by aglazed shed roof wing that
dates to 1923 and probably originated as an open verandah.

The Higgins-SuUivan House (2755 State Highway, ca. 1860, MHC #31, map #12-016, photo #)
provides an exceptionally well-detailed and preserved example of the Gothic Reviva style, adesign
mode that israre in Eagham and the Cgpe Cod region as awhole. Its Segp geble roof and pointed arch
windowswith label moldingsare halmarksof the style. A 1 and 12 storyfront-gabl ecottage with
scalloped vergeboard trim that now stlands on the north Sde of the housewas originally attached, and
sved es adore

Only two housesin the district dateto the late-19th century, bearing testimony to the center's gradud
southward shift to the railroad depot on Samosat Road, (sse Eagham Center NRHD: 1999) Both are
two story smctures that are rather restrained in their interpretation of the Itdianate and Quean Anne
dyles. The Barnabas Higgins Chipman House (220 Locust Road, 1869, MHC #120, map #11-
069A) displays the front-gable orientation, wide panded comer pilagters, and two-part entablature
assodated with the Greek Revival style, but reveds itslater datein more vertical proportions, a
bracketed entry and abay window. A two-car garage hes replaced abam and mansard roof cottage or
workshop that gppeer in historic views. "The Overlook" (3085 State Highway, 1892, MHC #35, map
#12-054) exhibits such Queen Anne style fegtures as cross-gables, mixed exterior wall materids
including dagpboards and shingles sgparated by belt courses, decorative fish-tail shingles in the geble

(continued)
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fields, amain entrance with double-leaf gained glass doors, and averandah with tumed posts, brackets,
baludrade, and |attice gpron.

Two loca buildershave been identified as working in the district. The Reuben Brewer House (3070
State Highway @ Nauset Road, ca. 1828, MHC #34, map #12-063G) was congmcted by a Wellfleet
housewright, probably George Ward who received $550 from Eastham mariner Reuben Brewer in 1847.
Thebuilder of the 1851 Gresk Revival style Old Town Hall (55 Sah Pond Road, 1851, MHC #112,
map #12-053) was forty-four year old Seymour Bangs of North Eastham. Hewas probably asssted by
his twenty-two year old son John who was a0 acarpenter. Both are listed in the 1855 Sate canaus es
carpenters adong with younger son, Scotter. In addition. The Katherine M oore House (49 Salt Pond
Road, 1932, map #12-052) has been identified as aproduct of the Sears Roebuck mail order company.

Severd buildings within the district have been moved, al within the period of significance, following a
traditionally thrifty Cgpe Cod practice. Examples include the southerly half of the John Knowles
House (191 Locust Road, ca. 1672, MHC #119, map #11-070) which is sad to have been congmcted
in Plymouth in 1672 and laterfl oatedto Eagham where it wasjoined to existing late-18th house, the
Knowles Doane House (25 Sah Pond Road @ L ocust Road, ca. 1765, MHC #114, NR map #12-
046) which was moved from across the dreet a the tum-of-the-century; and the Deborah Doane House
(25 Déeborah Doane Way @ Sah Pond Road, ca. 1850, MHC #116, NR map #12-022) which was
moved from aste wes of the district on Locust Road in 1897.

Archaeological Significance

Although sixty-nine prehistoric Stes have been identified in the town of Eastham, most are poorly
documented with locationa information only. Few Steshave been sysematicaly Sudied a the intra-
Stelevel. Recent archaeologica sudies within the boundaries of the Cegpe Cod National Sseshore have
produced the mogt reliable and detailed sudies in the area, however, they are biased by the seeshore
boundaries. Additional survey and testing isneaded in Eagtham and in other neighboring townsto form
amore representative and unbiased model of prehistoric settlement and subsgencein the arean Given
the above information, any Stesfound in the district areacould potentially be significant. Prehistoric
gtesin the district may contain information that helps better undergand the importance of interior
coadtd aress within larger Native American settlement sydems. Potentid Stesin the district may aso

(continued)
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contain information relating to the effects of s level rise on Native subsggencein the area especidly
the point a which shellfish bedsin Nauset Harbor and the Town Cove became an important food
resourceto local Native Americans. Prehigtoric dtesin the areamay dso contain information relating to
the changing availability of different soediesof shellfish and related climatic and coastd change.
Information may aso be present relating to lithic procurement and technologies. Post-glacid soilsin
this areacontain lithic materids in the form of cobbles that were ussd by Native Americansfor tool
manufecture. Potentia prehistoric Stesin the district may contain technologica information indicating
how these materia s were obtained and reduced to varioustool forms.

Historic archaeological resources described above havethe potentia to document many of the socid,
cultural and economic characterigtics that typified Eastham's settlement and growth throughout much of
the 18" through 20 centuries. Further documentary reseaerch together with archaeologica survey and
testing may provide additiona details on Eastham's scattered 17 and early 18" century settlement for
which few details survive.  Stmctura evidence from outbuildings and detailed andys's of occupationd
related features associated with severd extant 18" and 19™ century resdencesin the district can provide
important information relating to formsof mral New England life in the Lower Cgpelocde during these
periods and the extent to which forms of self-sufficiency and thrift may have characterized the local
economy and population. Thisanayss may document the importance of agriculture in the town and the
extent to which additiona industries were pursued in individual and local economies. Information may
be present thatfiartherdocuments the growth and relationship between agriculture and maritime trades in
the 1S" century and later. During the late 19" and 20™ centuries, datamay a0 be present to help better
underdand the growth of the tourist industry and it'srolein the local economy. Thisinformation may
help to understand and document the southward shift of the third town center a SAt Pond after the
rallroad and later institutional focusgrew in the Eagham Center area. Analysis of soil sratigraphy
assodaed with the State Highway may dso contain information which ties together over 300 yearsof
Eastham's occupation. Beyond it's use as aprobable Nativetrail, evidence may be present detailing the
history of road building technology from the town's initial settlement inthe 17 century to the present.
Stmctura evidence assodated with the Sitesof sat worksin the SAt Pond areamay d <o contribute
information relating to technologies in use with that industry.

(end)
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Section number 1Q Page | old Town Center Higoric Didrict
Eagham (Barngable), MA

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary for the Old Town Centre National Regider District in Eagtham is shown as the pencil line
on the accompanying Town Of Eastham assessors mgpsnumbered 11, 12, 15; drawn by Nickerson &
Bege a ascdeof 1" = 200" and most recently updated in 1998. Boundaries follow lot lines as shown
onthosemaps. The parcd numbers for al lots are included on the District Data Sheets Boundaries for
the local Old Town Centre District are shown as avery heavy blueline.

Verbal Boundary Justification

The boundaries for the Old Centre National Register District in Eastham are smilar to those of the Old
Town Centre Loca Historic District established in 1986. Both recognize the areathat islabeed
Eagham Centre on severd historic mgps. Both form the largest and most cohesive clugter of 18th and
especidly 19th century buildings in atown known for itsdigpersed rural character. Both recognize the
unusualy compect group of dwellings centered on the intersection of Locust and St Pond Roads, both
of which remain narrow and winding. Sat Pond Road marks the original meandering route of the old
county road (now State Highway).

The boundaries of the National Regider district differ from those of the local district by adding Sdt
Pond and by deleting severd recent buildings on State Highway and Locust Road that sand on the edges
of the local district. There are two reesonsfor adding Sat Pond, one historical and the other visual.

Sdt Pond, which islinked to Town Cove, played apivotal rolein the settlement and growth of the
district becauseit was Eastham's primary link with the wider world until the advent of the railroad in
1870. St Pond dso provided resdentsof the district with opportunitiesfor fishing and shell fishing.
Visually, Sdt Pond helps to mitigate the negative impact of the four-lane corridor State Highway. Its
positive influenceis drengthened by the abutting fields and woodlands controlled by the Cgpe Cod
National Seeshore (National Park Service). Together, the pond and naturd landscape add immeasurably
to the rura feeling and "presence of the past” within the district. Views both to and fromthis areaare
important to the historic character of the district. The view fromthe CCNSVisitor's Center providesthe
primary public experience of the district, (see photo #4) Recent buildings that have been condructed a
the edges of local district are ddeted from the National Regigter district because they do not contribute
to itshistorica significance.

(continued)
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Elsawhere, boundary decisons have been medefor the following reesons

North: Two recent houses, one historic house and bam, and a 19th century school that is operaied asa
museum by the Eagtham Historical Society form the north boundary eest of Siate Highway. The 1870's
Bamabas Chipman House plays the same role onthe west sde. Some historic buildings and a 19th
century cemetery are located fiirther to the north, but they are generdly not as old or distinguished as
those within the district and the concentration is gresatly diluted.

Wes: The westem boundary on Locust Road terminates with the late 17th century John Knowles House
and its former bam on the south sde of the road and the mid 19th century Bamabas Higgins Chipman
House on the north sde. Housesbeyond this point date dmost entirely to the second half of the 20th
century. A recent house a the comer of Locust and Mill Roads that isincluded in the local district is
excluded from the National Regigter district. A sharp curvein Locust Road just beforeit meets Mill
Road provides a strong visua endpoint to this edgeof the district.

South: Some 19th and early 20th century housesare located on Mill Road which led to the nearby
windmill on Samoset Road (see Eagham Center NRHD). Despite its important historic role, Mill Road
hes not been included within the district due to the high concentration of residentid infill constmcted
during the second half of the 20th century.

Deborah Doane Way which leedswet from the intersection of Locust and Salt Pond Roadsis excluded
becauseit was laid out and developed in the second half of the 20th century.

The Gothic Revival style Higgins-SuUivan House forms the southem boundary. Inclusion of three
housesand a small six-building cottage colony was conddered to link the Old Centre NRHD with the
existing Eagham Center NRHD. It was rgected becauseal of these buildings dateto the 20th century
and over half pog-date 1950, thus having little in common with the primarily 19th century cherecter of
the Old Centredistrict.

(end)



Old Town Centre National Register District
Black & White Photograph List

Photogrgpha/Date Candeoe Jankins  11/22/99; §/1/2000
Location of Negefive: 17 Sade Srest, Bdmont, MA 02478
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L ocation/Description

State Highway strestscape; facing N from intersection with Salt Pond
Landing to Sparrow-Sesbury House, 2765 State Highway; and Jesse Callins
House, 10 Locust Road; Old Schoolhouss, 25 Schoolhouse Road in distance

Sullivan House, 2755 State Highway; facing NW

SAt Pond facing north

Lobger Shanty Redaurant, 2905 State Highway; and Old Town Hall, 55 St
Pond Road; facing NW from Cgpe Cod Nafional Seedhore Visitors Center
(not in district)

Old Schoolhouse and sheds, 25 Schoolhouse Road; facing NE

Jess= Collins House, 10 Locust Road; facing E to State Highway and Sdt
Pond

Knowles Doane House, 25 SAt Pond Road; facing N

Bamabas Chipman House, 220 Sdt Pond Road; facing N

L ocust/SAt Pond Roads stregtscgpe; facing E to Philander Shawv House, 20
SAt Pond Road

Locust Road dreatscape; facing W to John Knowles House 191 L ocust
Road; Hatch-Moore House, 180 L ocust Road; and Bamabas Chipman
House, 220 Locust Road



Old Town Center National Register District
Eastham, M assachusetts
Digtrict Data Shet

TOTAL RESOURCE SUMMARY
Contributing Noncontributing Total

3 14 53 buildings
2 0 2 gtes

0 0 0 smctures
2 1 3 objects
42 15 57 TOTAL

Acreage: gpproximatdy 40 aores

Digtrict Data Sheets Key

cen. = century

National Regiser map #s (sameas ass=s3orsiot #'s) are circled on the atached Eagham AssessorsMaps 11, 12, 15; dreet #'s gppesr a the property line

Outbuildings, including bamsand shedsare difficult to datewith accuracy within the scopeof thisnomination. They are generically dated as 19th century
imless otherwise noted.

Most 20th century building dates are derived from Town of Eagtham Assessors records

Mogt 18th and 19th century building dates are derived from Eastham Historical Society and Commission ressarch

Undeveloped lots (essessors code 130) are determined from Town of Eagtham Assessorsrecords, they are labded V and not included in the resource count

Undeve opable parcds (assessors code 132) and parcds in conservation ownership are determined from Town of Eastham Assessorsrecords, they are
counted as contributing Stes because they play an important role in maintaining the historic setting of the district, and because they help to preserve
19th and early 20th century development pattems

Street numbers are those that gppear on Town Of Eastham assessors records, mgps 19 and 20; in the few cases where this number differs fromthat onthe
house, the house number gopearsin parentheses

- The higtoric name column dso lists ancillary smctures that are indicated by a smdler type face and indented position; when consmction dates are

known, they gopeer in the amdler type facein the constmction date column.



Aages MHCH# Pao AXISr

14

52

LHD# #

116

148 16

907

11y

Map#

12-022

12015

na

12-047

12-045

12-044

12-043

042A
12-040

041A

Str#
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160

175

Old Town Center National Register Didtrict

Eastham, M assachusatts
District Data Shest

Srest N'me

Deborah Doane Way @
Locust Road

Locust Road @ Sae
Highway

Locust/SAt Pond Roads
Intersection

Locust Road @ St Pond
Road

Locust Road

Locust Road
Locust Road

Locust Road

Locust Road

Locust Road

Historic Name
andllary sructure

Deborah Doane House

Je=== Collins Hous=
6 adfages

Tovm Pump and Watering
Trough Marker

Henry Doane-Capt. James
Savage House
bem/ootiage

House
e

House
Anthony Volpe House

Undeveloped low land;

Eaheam CosavaionFoundetion

Undevel oped

Hatch-Moore House
e

Condruction
Dae

ca 1850

ca 1800

1979

ca 1850

post-1986

post-1986
1978

na

20f4

Architecturaf Syle Satus

Type
Greek Reviva C/B
Federd 6C/B

1 NCB
na NC/0
Grek Reviva 2C/B

C/st
Reproduction Cgpe  2NC/B
Contemporary NC/B
Sdtbox Reproduction NC/B
na C/S
na \Y
Federd "fiill Cape" 2C/B
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Old Town Center National Register District
Eastham, M assachusetts
Digtrict Data Shegt

Street Name Historic Name
ancillary structure
Locust Road John Knowles House
bam/former store
Locust Road Bamabas Higgins Chipm'an
House
Melinda Lane (off Locust) House

Polly Sesbury Way Theodore Anderson House

Polly Sesbury Way Frederich Bates House

Preservation Way @ Nausst House
Road (Preservation Advocacy Trust)

SAt Pond Road @ Locust Philander Shaw House
Road lem

SAt Pond Road @ Locus Knowles Doane House
Road

S4at Pond Road Joseph Myrick Cobb House
cottage; bam/bicycle shop
SAt Pond Road House
SAt Pond Road Maude Wilkinson House
SAt Pond Road Katherine Moore House
=t back (45 rear)
SAt Pond Road Old Town Hall

privy, pumphouse, 2 sheds

Construction
Date

ca 1672/
lae18th om
1869
post-1986
1978

1978

1985

ca 1795
ca. 1766
ca 1848
|late-19th cen.
post-1986
1964

1932

1851

30f4

Architectural Style Status
Type

Colonia 2C/B
Gresk Revivd ad C/B
Itdianate dements
Reproduction Cape NC/B
Ranch NC/B
Reproduction Saltbox NC/B
Reproduction Cgpe  NC/B
Federd "ftill-Cape" 2C/B
Georgian "haf-Cape' C/B
No Style (dements of 3C/B
Federd, Gresk Revival)
Colonia Reviva NC/B
Reproduction Cgpe  NC/B
No Style C/B
(SearsMail Order plan)
Grek Revivd 4C/B

NC/B



Acges MHC# Photo

LHD# #
78 o2 15
6
na 3,6
55 31 12
1
32
la
77 3 1
2
A7 na 4
5
56 A
8
59 na
128 3H

Asesr

Map#

na

12-n/a

12016

12-016

12-017

Old Town Center National Register District
Eastham, Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

40f4
Str.# Street Name Historic Name iiSnstruction  Architectural Style Saus
ancillary structure Dae Type
25 Schoolhouse Road Old Schoolhouse ca 1869 Gresk Reviva 3C/B
2 a5 Wold Wa | mamaid C/O
na  Schoolhouse Road Mile Marker na C/O
in front of schoolhouse
na  SaeHighway SAt Pond and perimeter na na c/s
path
2755 SaeHighway Higgins-SuUivan House ca 1850 Gothic Reviva C/B
e el 1960/1975 2NC/B
2755  SateHighway Higgins Store-Sullivan ca 1850 Gothic Reviva C/B
Cottege
2765 SaeHighway Locust George Seabury-John ca 1823 Federd "fiill-Cape" 2C/B
Road Sparrow House
dedfwvakdp
20056 SaeHighway @ SAtPond Resaurant (Lader Saty) 1930s Dutch Colonia with  C/B
Road later additions
3070 SaeHighway @ Nausst ~ Reuben Brewer House ca 1828 Federd "3/4-Cepe’ 2'C/B
Road smdl bam
3080 SaeHighway Houss, former Brewer Bam 19thcen/  No Style C/B
Preservation Way 1997
3085 SaeHighway "The Overtook™ 1891 Queen Anne 2C/B
large bem 18h an
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RECEIVED

TOWN OF EASTHAM MASS HIST. GCOMM

2500 STATE HIGHWAY, EASTHAM, MA 02642-2544
(508)240-5900
FOR ALL DEPARTMENTS

(508)240-1291 :
FAX

Novenber 21, 2000

Ms. Judi t h McDonough '
Executive Directxjr

Massachusetts Historical Cotm ssion

220 Morrissey Boul evard n
Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. McDonough:

As Chairs of town cotinittees i nEastliamwe are writing to youto support
the ronination of twodistricts for inclusion inthe National Register
of Historic Places. Theseare the Bridge Road-Dyer Prince Road and the
O d Town Centre proposed National Register Dist:ricts.

The residentsof Easthamhave stated their support for historic preser-
vation on nunerous occasions. Theliocal Ccrprehensive Plan, whichin-
cluded a detailed historic preseirvation/camunity character section, was
adopted unaninously by a specual town neeting i n Cctober, 1996. For sev-
eral years tx#etown has supported efforts t oincrease awareness and pro-
tection of Easizams historic resources by funding historicinventory
vfork, adopting a demolition delay bylaw, supportingitscertified/local
government status, and encouraging nomnations t othe National Register
of Historic Places.

Sincerely yours.

Pl anni ng Board Long Range Pl anni ng Advi sory Board

Qpen Space Ccrmittee 2025 Centnittee
cc: Chair, Board of Selectnen



EASTHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
1869 SCHOOL HOUSE MUSEUM
1741 SWIFT-DALEY HOUSE

P.O. Box 8

Eastham, Cape Cod, Mass. 02642 R EC E | V E D

Novatter 21, 2000 IOV 22cm

Ms. Judit h McDonough |V|A$ HSI' G:NM

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Ccxm ssion
220 Morrissey Boijlevard

Bost on, M\ 02125

Dear Ms. McDonough:

V& strongly support the establishment of National Register Historic
Districts I nEasthamto help protect our historic resources.

Easthamhas stated its support for historic preservationon nunerous
occasions. The Loccd Cot prehensive Plan, which included a detailed
historic preservationelement, was adopted unaninously by town neet-
ing inGQctober, 1996. More recently, vision workshops and a canrun-
ity survey voiced strong preferences for preservation of the town's
historic atlnributes. For several years, the town, including the His-
tjorical Society, has supported the EasthamHistorical Cam ssion's
efforts t oincrease awareness and protection of the town's historic
reso\xrces by funding historic inventorywork, passing ademolition
del ay by-law, supportingitscertiEled local government statrus, and
encouraging nomnations t othe National Register of Historic Places.

The Historical Society believesthe establishment of a National Reg-

ister Distirict inthe O dTown Cent:re Historic Distirict reaffirmthe
town's cotmtnent to that area while the nomnation of a Bridge Road-
Dyer Prince Road National Register Distirict supports the town's goal

of preservingatnaly distinctive historic area.

Sincerely yours.

Chester Ranlett
Vice President

cc: Chair, Board of Sel ectnen
Chair, Histrtrical Contiission



RECEIVED
N/ 2 0 2>

ASS. HST. GOwWI
BQ>C 516 « Eastham.Ma.02642

November 27, 2000

Ms. Judith McDonough, Executive Director,
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
- Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. McDonough:

The Eastham Forum welcomes this opportunity to support the nomination by the Town
of Eastham of two new districts to the National Register of Historic Places. The Forum
has supported efforts of our Historical Commission to increase awareness and
protection of our historic resources.

Sincerely,

//lane Berchtold, President /

CC: Eastham Board of Selectmen
George Abbott, Chairman, Eastham
Historical Commission & C. L. G.
Coordinator
/



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
Vvilliam Francis Galvin, Secretary' of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

January 18, 2001

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:

Old Eagham Center Historic District, Easham (Bamstable Co,), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties in the Certified Loca
Government community of Eagtham were notified of pending State Review Board consderation
60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.  Three Ietters of
support have been received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

CC: George Abbott, Eagham Historical Commission
Sarah Korjeff, Cgpe Cod Commisson
Thomas L. Newton, Chair, Board of Sdectmen
Candace Jenkins, Preservation Consultant

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 «m':(617) 878-3889
wwiv.state.ma.iis/sec/vibc



