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1. Name of Property

historic name North Amher.st Cpnter Historic District
other names/site number Samp

2. Location

street & number n«d-n?ft Nrirth Plpa*ant <f 1-3q Pine Strppt [\i/A 1 not for publication
city, town 11-13 Meadow Street Amherst l'y I vicinity
state Massachusetts code 027 county Hampshire code 015 zip code 01002

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[XI private I 1 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
nn public-local 1X1 district 43 4 buildings
I I public-State I Isite B sites
I | public-Federal I Istructure structures
I 1 object objects
44 4 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Presen/ation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

KJ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In mv opinion, the property 1 ~meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signatu” of certifying official Juditff B. McDonough, Executive Director,
Massachu.'*ptts Hi<;toriral Trimmi nn <f~tp Historic Preservation Offirpr
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Natlonai Patk Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[l/fentered in the National Register.
I | See continuation sheet.
I I determined eligible for the National
Register. Q See continuation sheet.
0 determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[]|(ional Begl8tt»

1 Iremoved from the National Register.
I lother, (explain:)

7 /\ Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



North Annerst Genter Historic District, Amherst, Missachusetts
6 Rnction or Wse

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Religion: Church, Social: Meting Hall Religion: Church, Social: Meeting Hall
Gmer ce, Education: School, Library Commerce, Education: Library

Donestic: Single famly dwellings Domestic: Single family dwellings

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone, Granite, Brick
Federal, Geek Revival, Queen Ane walls VJooden Clapboard, Brick
Qaftsman, Colonial Revival

roof Slate, Asphalt Shingle

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

North Anmerst Center is a 19th century nucleated village |ocated at the ngjor
crossroad from Anerst to Sunderland, and from Annerst to Hadley. [t isthe
historic civic, religious, and conmercial center for North Anherst. The
church, neeting hall, library, school, fire departnent, tavern, and ,gieneral
store have al |~ been cl ustered inthis area since 1821. Today, the built
environnent of North Anmerst is nuch the sane as it was inthe early 19th
century, with amninal anount of mewconstruction. Athough the school and

t he C_bv\Pes House are constructed of brick, wod frane structures predom nate.
Bui | di n?s on the west side of North Peasant Street are |arge scal e residences
with extant barns and those on the east side of the street are generally nore

nodest i n size and scal e.

North Anmerst is located at the ﬁrinary junction of the north-south nain road

from Sunderl and to Anerst (North Pl easant Street) and an east-west road from

Anerst to Hadley (Madowand Ane Street). Thevillage isamx of donestic,
civic, andreligious buildings dating from1821 to the early 20th century.

~ The houses range froma brick center-hall Federal residence, to a nodest Geek
| Revival cottage, to 20th century contractor-built housing.

To the north of the junction are the civic andreligious buildings. The
church issited onaknoll which domnates the area. Next to the church,
sloping downhill to the north, isthe Meting Hall. @ atriangle of [and, at
the fork inthe road, isthe [ibrary, andonthe west |egof the triangle are
the school and a store. ;...

The inmediate village center is amxof comercial andcivic structures,
: which lead to adjacent 19th and early 20th century residences extending the
* |ength of North Peasant Street to the boundary of the district. They are
consi stent i n scal e, set back, and setting. omthe junction, stretching
south for one tenth of amle, the road i swde, suggesting a possible village
conmon, al though there i s none. However, nature deciduous trees |ine both
sides of the road.

The donestic architecture of the area dates from 1821, to the early 20th

century. Adescription of the houses follows, beginning at the junction of
North P easant Street and Pine Street: | o

nri See continuation sheet
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NORTH PLEASANT STREET

All but one residence, the Cowles House, are frame construction with granite
foundations, many of which retain their original slate roofs. All houses are
sited back from the road, with grassy lawns leading up to them. On the west
side of North Pleasant Street, the houses exhibit a common farmstead
configuration, with attached carriage sheds and/or barns with a southern
orientation, which extend to the rear (north). Civic and religious buildings
are clustered on the northern side of the North Amherst crossroad junction.
The church, meeting hall, library, and school form a crescent at the northern
boundary of the district.

Cowles House, 1184 North Pleasant Street (MHC #A87), ca. 1825, is the largest
domestic residence in North Amherst. Built in 1821, an earlier frame house,
still visible to the rear of the brick house, retains some structural elements
and wide board interior panels. The five-bay, painted brick Federal house
features an intersecting pitch and hip roofline, an L-shape which follows the
line of the corner lot. This type of roofline is most often found on taverns,
although there is no recorded evidence of the Cowles House being used as a
tavern on a regular basis.

Typical of the high Federal style are the elliptical leaded fanlight, granite
foundation, sills, and flared lintels. Although wide double-leaf doors were
popular in mid-18th century Connecticut River Valley architecture, the
entrance to the Cowles House was not renovated until the turn of the century;
the present double-leaf entrance was added at that time.

The five contiguous barns and sheds are later additions and contribute to the
effect of this impressive residence. The 1833 map shows it was the property
of J. Cowles, and in 1873, the property of C.J. Cowles. It was Clinton J.
Cowles who built the barns in 1876.

1178 North Pleasant Street (MHC #A88), ca. 1920, is a side-gabled,
gambrel-roofed structure. While a coirmon type elsewhere in 1900-1930, this
type was not a very popular house-type in Amherst. Dutch Colonial details
include a long shed dormer, eyebrow attic window, palladian window, and porch
with flared columns. Craftsman details are apparent in the deeply projecting
front porch, columns, and window leading at the sidelights.

The Parsonage, 1170 North Pleasant Street (MHC #A89), was built ca. 1840 on
land bought from William Kellogg for $81.00. This front-gabled Greek Revival
with sidehall plan is similar to a large number of standard houses from that
period. Total building costs for the parsonage were $1,409.99 and were paid
by pledges from the parish. The closed pediment and standard fenestration
pattern are common elements to this type of architecture. The wide
cornice-board trim, small rectangular gable window, and oculus window on the

(continued)
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north side are also typical period details. Local tradition holds that the
oculus on the side elevation, which follows a direct line to the entrance of
the church, was designed as a courtesy to Mr. Cooke, the pastor who helped

design the house.

In Harold Gary's history of the North Amherst Church, How Firm a Foundation,
he recounts the parsonage history. The first pastor, Mr. Hunt, had not felt
he had adequate housing in North Amherst, so:

When first invited to preach here...Mr. Cooke (the next
pastor) shrewdly let it be known that he would probably not
accept a call unless something were done about it (housing),
and promptly departed to deliver a candidate's sermon in

New Hampshire. This produced action 1l He was visited, upon
his return to North Amherst, by a parish committee that
promised him a parsonage and requested his suggestions in the
matter. In five or ten minutes, he says, he desighed a house
upon the back of an envelope.

Later he regretted the haste with which he had designed the house, but it
served adequately as the North Amherst parsonage. Similar to the other houses
on the west side of North Pleasant Street, this property has a two-section
attached barn, hay barn, and vehicle storage.

The McCloud House 1162 North Pleasant Street (VHC #A90), is a ca. 1840,
side-gabled Greek Revival house related to about ten similar examples in North
Amherst and, on the south end of West Street, in South Amherst. The five-bay,
symmetrical facade features a nicely detailed doorway with three pane
sidelights and raised panels in the engaged pilasters. The large granite
steps lead up to the house set upon a granite foundation. The roof, still
with its original slate material, has an unusual full-width front dormer that
provides additional head room to the second-story rooms. The interior of the
main house features unusual convex fluted window trim in the front parlor.

Following the standard configuration found on the west side of North Pleasant
Street, the attached outbuildings include a carriage shed and barn. To the
rear is an attached side-gabled cottage, which was the former shoemaker's
shop, as shown in its original location across the street on the map of 1860.
Both the 1860 and 1873 maps indicate, this property belonged to Milton L.
McCloud, a carpenter. The unusual interior and exterior detailing may date
from that period.

1157 North Pleasant Street (MHC #A91), ca. 1863, is a front-gabled Greek
Revival sidehall-plan house. The flushboarded gaole and wide cornice bands
are common elements of the style. This example features two two-story side
blocks and a full veranda. The front-gabled barn has Italianate features such

(continued)
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as paired round-top windows in the front gable and single ornamental roof
bracket!?? This house does not appear on the 1860 map but does appear on the
1873 map as the property of John Russell. John Russell was listed in the 1869
and 1873 directories as a farmer with a house on North Street (North Pleasant
Street).

1146 North Pleasant Street (MHC #A917), is a side-gabled, five-bay Greek
Revival, center-hall-plan house. The wide cornice board trim is similar to
that on 1156 North Pleasant; however, the articulated door surround, with an
entablature and panelled sidelights, is related in quality of detail to the C.
Smith House, at 1147 North Pleasant Street. Elements common to most of the
houses in North Amherst are the granite foundations and slate roofs. The two
sheds and the small side-gabled barn, plus attached front gabled hay and
livestock barn, create a farmstead that faces the south side, as do the others
in the area.

The Dr. Fish House, 1136 North Pleasant Street (MHC #A94), is a large
front-gabled Greek Revival with a sidehall plan. It features a closed
pediment and standard fenestration. With detailing such as the gable with two
2/2 windows, the wide cornice band trim, and reduced door surround are details
found mainly on rural examples of the Greek Revival style. The elaborate
veranda is a late 19th century addition. The attached front-gabled barn
features a sliding track door and second-level hayloft door. As noted on the
maps of 1833, 1860, and 1873, this was the home of Dr. Fish.

C. Smith House, 1147 North Pleassant Street (VHC #A93), ca. 1835 is a front
gabled, one and a half story Greek Revival with sidehall plan. The recessed
doorway with four pane sidelights and the corner boards with recessed panels
indicate a high level of craftsmanship and concern for detail unusual on the
exterior of buildings of this size in North Amherst. The directories of 1869
and 1873 list many Smiths with occupations of carpenter/joiner, broom
manufacturing, and fanner; however, none has the first initial of C, so it is
not possible to identify which Smith family owned this property, although the
quality of craftsmanship would suggest the Smith who was a carpenter/joiner.

The Cijlivia Dickinson House, 1185 North Pleasant Street (VHC #A85), ca. 1820 is
a side-gable, five-bay, center-hall-pian Federal house. Mapped as early as
1833, it follows the standard proportions and fenestration pattern of an early
19th century dwelling, including the granite foundation and exterior
clapboards. At the time of the construction of the North Amherst
Congregational Church (1826), this was the Oliver Dickinson Tavern. It
continued to play a prominent role in the North Amherst community as the Bates
Inn in the early and mid 20th century. Today, it is currently used as a
restaurant and apartments.

The North Amherst Congregational Church (MHC #A66) was built in 1826. This

(conti nued)
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Federal building was the property of a single individual, Oliver Dickinson,
who was solely responsible for financing the $2,900 for the construction of
it. Related in design to the South Amherst Church, this example features a
pedimented facade with triple-arched entrances set in recessed bays.
Two-story engaged pilasters support the closed pediment with an elliptical
fanlight. Rising from the front of the building, the steeple develops from a
square base to octagonal spire.

The North Amherst Hal! (MHC #A67), ca. 1845, was used as a singing school, for
lectures, and other public gatherings. The large front-gabled Greek Revival
building features a closed, flushboarded gable and wide cornice trim supported
by four engaged pilasters. A flat-roofed ell with Greek Revival entrance is
adjacent on the south elevation. The clapboarded, frame structure follows
domestic architecture of the period. In scale, siting, and detail, it relates
well to the church, uphill to the south.

North Amherst Library (MHC #A68)- of 1893, is a charming Queen Anne-style
library with a steeply pitched slate roof with intersecting gables. The stick
style ornament in the gables and window surrounds was originally polychromed
to enhance the details. The library was designed by Roswell F. Puthum
(1841-1911), who was born in Leverett and had an office in Northampton.
Putnum designed a total of twenty buildings in Amherst, only five of which are
extant. Organized in 1869, this was the first public library in the Amherst
area.

North Amherst School of the Arts (MHC #A69), was built ca. 1887. This
side-gabled red brick school with a jerkinhead roofline features a secondary
gable with round window above the raised entrance porch. Single
Italianate-style brackets, granite lintels and sills, cupola, projecting
watertable supporting engaged brick corner pilasters, and 6/6 and 8/8 windows
are the decorative elements.

As early as 1833, the map indicates a school to the east of the North Amherst
Church. In 1841 the parish allowed the school district to erect a two-story

building north of the church. That building was completed in 1845. In 1860,
the town voted to establish a high school in the village center. The present
building, which was completed and in use by 1887, appears to have been used as
a primary school only.

PINE STREET

Beginning at the junction of North Pleasant and Pine Street, and heading to
the east, the following frame dwellings, dating from ca. 1835 to ca. 1920, are
described:

10 Pine Street, Dr. Temple's House (MHC #A65), ca. 1835, is a front-gabled

(continued)
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Greek Revival sidehall-plan building with four entrances. The multiple
entries may relate to a prior dual use as Dr. Theron Temple's office and
residence in the mid to late 19th century. The primary entrance, facing the
Congregational Church, contains sidelights, entablature, and engaged
pilasters. Other architectural details may be obscured by the present 20th
century asphalt siding. Similar to 38 Pine Street, to the east, it is an
example of a residence with linear attached outbuildings.

The Old Fire Station on Pine Street (MHC #A63), ca. 1920, is a modest
front-gabled structure with minimal details. The three-story hose tower to
the rear, the enclosed exterior two-story staircase, and the large facade
entrance are all utilitarian elements on this clapboard frame structure.
Although the fire truck was housed here and the town of Amherst paid for the
firefighters, the company was strictly volunteer. The fire station was last
used in 1971 and is currently vacant.

H. Kellogg House, 38 Pine Street (VHC #A61), ca. 1850, is a side-gabled Greek
Revival residence with attached ell and barn related to about ten similar
extant examples north of North Amherst Center. This example, with engaged
pilasters and sidelights, is the one of two examples of residences with
attached outbuildings extant on Pine Street, although this type of
architecture was very prevalent in the area in the 19th century. In 1860 it
was the home of H. Kellogg, who was listed as a farmer in the business
directory and a blacksmith in the street listing of the same year, suggesting
he had more than one career.

39 Pine Street (MHC #A60), ca. 1920, is a two-story, hip-roofed Four-Square
typical of early 20th century architecture clustered in North Amherst. This
example features clapboard and shingle exterior finishes, on a large frame
construction, with a pitch-roofed dormer piercing the hip roof. The facade
has a full-width porch with standard block columns, and asyiimetri cal
fenestration and axiality. The side elevation features a balanced window
pattern with a diamond-leaded, full-sized stair-window located half way
between the first and second floors. Although it is a standard Four-Square,
it contains Queen Anne-style elements, in the complexity of window size and
arrangement.

33 Pine Street (VHC #A62), ca. 1900, is a vernacular Victorian, with a
front-gabled sidehall plan. Detailed elements are a high foundation,
asymmetrical fenestration, wraparound porch, and oval fixed pane in the entry
door. Although this one is limited to simple detailing, other, more elaborate
examples of this house can be found in North and South Ambherst.

25 Pine Street (VHC #A64), ca. 1890, is another vernacular Victorian residence

similar in scale and detail to the four examples adjacent to the east. It is
typical of comfortable housing built throughout Amherst at the end of the 19th

(continued)
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century. This example, like 39 Pine Street, features asymmetrical
fenestration and axiality and a full-width porch. Differences include the
front-gable, pitched single-ridge roofline and clapboard exterior siding.

MEADOW STREET

Meadow Street is the road leading from the center of North Amherst, west to
Hadley. On the corner of North Pleasant and Meadow Streets, opposite the
David Cowles House, was the Reverend Hunt's House, demolished ca. 1833. By
1873, civic and commercial growth had replaced the house with the North
Amherst School, ca. 1887, and Watroba's store, ca. 1930.

Watroba's store (nhoncontributing) on the corner is a Greek Revival,
front-gabled, sidehall-plan structure, formerly used as a residence. This
building has experienced several stages of alterations in its lifetime, the
most recent being in 1960. Alterations to the building include modified
fenestration, wing additions, and exterior siding.

11 Meadow Street (VHC #917) is a large side-gabled, five-bay, center-hal 1-pian
dwelling. It is one of the few remaining wood-frame Federal houses in North
Amherst. Sited end gable to the street, the three-bay end elevation is
unusually wide for the period. This house is not indicated on the 1833 map;
however, architectural features suggest a construction date compatible with
the Cowles House, ca. 1825. This suggests the house may have been moved to
its present site prior to 1860, when it first appears to have been mapped as
an unidentified residence. By 1873, it was the property of W. W. Cowles, who
was listed as a farmer in the 1869 business directory. The large, front
gabled barn, ca. 1875, located to the rear of the house is similar in scale
and architectural detail to the Cowles' barn across the street.

33 Meadow Street (MHC #A70), is a large, front-gabled Queen Anne sidehall-plan
house built ca. 1900. This elaborate, two and a half story residence features
cutaway bays, a variety of window styles, and a full-width front porch with
Doric columns. It is related to about six other examples of contractor-built
interpretations of the style in Amherst, popularized through magazines and
patternbooks about the turn of the century.

Suburban and commercial development since 1920, has taken over most of the
farmland surrounding North Amherst, but the proposed district retains the
character of a 19th century crossroad village. Of the forty-eight buildings
and structures in the district, only four are noncontributing. The Fisher
Nursing Home is the only building that falls outside the period of
significance. The other noncontributing resources are buildings that have
been remodeled recently.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal  Description

Wiile no prehistoricsites are currently recorded in the district, it is
possible that sites are present. Three sites are recorded in the Peneral area
(within one mle). The physical characteristicsof the property, [evel land
surfaces and well drained soils in close proximty to the MII Rver and one
of it's tributary streans indicate favorable |ocational criteria for native
settlement and subsistence activities. dven the above information and the
size of the proposed™district (15 acres) a noderate potential existsfor
locating significant prehistoricrenains.

There is a high potential for significant historical archaeological remains
within the district. Controlled testing and excavation can determne the
locations of any late 18th century structures which nay have been |ocated in
the North Pl easant Street and Meadow Fne Street crossroads area. Several
Iar?e farns are reported north and south of the crossroads during the second
halt of the 18th century, although little docunentation exists for the
district/crossroad locale. A few houses and a store are reported in the
imediate vicinity of the North Anherst in 1800. Mbst archaeol ogi cal remains
within the district should date fromthe early 19th to 20th centuries, the
period when the district developed as the civic, religiousand comercial
center for North Anherst. B/ ca 1820 on|¥ ten buildings were napped in the
Parish. A later 1833 nap lists twenty buildings in North Anherst, el even of
which are located in North Anherst Center. Anong these structures only the
church and three residences are still extant indicatingseveral potential
archaeol ogi cal survivals. Structural survivals likely exist for several

resi dences whose exact |ocations are unknown. Structural survivals also
likely exist for the Bond Tavern (ca. 1803) napped as Veéek's Inn in 1833

| ocated just south of the district junctionon North Pleasant Street.
Structural survivals ny also exist for the districts first school (1833)
originally located on Pine Street east of the church. Later 19th century
historic period survivals ny include the remains of the Matthews Store,
Smth's Tavern possibly located to the north of the North Anherst Church on
Mont ague Road, an 1834 Post Office at the corner of north Pleasant and PFine
Streets and the Thayer Bl acksmth shop at the site of the present library
between the North Anherst church and school. Cccupational related features
(trash pits, privies, wells) also likely survive in association wth
structures still standing as well as those no longer extant. These types of
features can be associated with donestic activities as well as conmercial
activities including house/cottageindustries.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| | nationally | | statewide DH locally >
Applicable National Register Criteria [ X]A [X]C c
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [X|A [XJB ~ C QF 1| |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
AgririiltiirP 1R2Q-1920 ClA

Bxharegiure
Gnmuni ty Planning and Devel opnent

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Putnum, Roswell: library

Clapp, Wint.hrnp: Cnngregational Church

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

North Amherst Center is a largely intact nucleated secondary village center, -
located on the north-south transportation route between the Bay Road and M
Sunderland, and the east-west route from Hadley to Cushman along Meadow and

Pine Streets. Between 1820-1920, the village grew from the North Parish of

ten mapped dwellings to an active and self-supporting town center. For more

than 100 years it was the religious, educational, commercial and cultural

center of North Amherst. The village structures retain quality of design,
location, workmanship, setting, materials, association, and feeling and meets
National Register criteria A and C on the local level. The district also

meets criteria considerations A and B, for religious and moved buildings.

COLONIAL AND FEDERAL PERIODS (pre 1775-1830)

The North Amherst area was mapped as early as ca. 1739 when thirty-seven lots
of the second division of Hadley land was received by Daniel Marsh, Thomas
Dickinson, Samuel Boltwood, Moses Cooke, Samuel Cooke, Westwood Cooke, Thomas
Hovey, Aaron Cooke Esq., and John Goodman. These men from Hadley were drawn
to North Amherst for its available water power and good farm land. By 1790,
Major Nathaniel Peck and Levi Dickinson were grinding corn and operating a
grist mill, and Marsh's sawmill was in operation on Montague Road, on the Mill
River, slightly north of North Amherst Center. Simultaneously, large farms
were established to both the north and south of the crossroads. Harold Gary,
referring to the end of the 18th century, wrote in The Church in North
Amherst, 1826-1976, that except "...for the export of rye grain the village
existed pretty much on its own, with trading done at the Matthews store."
(demolished, date unknown)

Although local histories recalled North Amherst, at the beginning of the 19th
century, as a town with only a few houses and a single store in the immediate
vicinity of the church. A pastor in 1839 was reported to have said that North
Amherst is a very lonely place; early mapping suggests a more dense settlement.

On the 1833 map, there are a total of twenty buildings in North Amherst,
I'Y| See continuation sheet
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eleven of which are in North Amherst center. The church (MHC #A66), and three
residences (MHC#s A87, A85, and A94), are extant. The buildings mapped
include the meeting house, the school, the parsonage, an inn, and the homes of
both the minister and the physician. Eight unidentified residences are also
mapped.

The earliest licensed innkeeper was Solomon Bond, who in 1803 kept a tavern
"at the Howard Place in North Amherst." Bond sold the inn to Stephen Weeks,
who was an innkeeper between 1828-1832, and again in the 1840s. On the 1833
map. Weeks' inn was indicated three "doors" south of the junction on North
Pleasant Street. Oliver Dickinson's tavern (MHC #A85) was located on the
southeast corner of the junction. Another house, known in early times as
Smith's Tavern belonged to James Cowles by 1890 and may have been north on
Montague Road (North Pleasant Street).

Topographically, the land in the northeast quarter of the village center is a
raised knoll. It is on this knoll that the North Amherst Church (MHC #A66)
rises above the village. In 1826, Oliver Dickinson, called "Land'd Oliver,"
had the North Amherst Parish Church built by Winthrop Clapp of Montague. A
debate had been sparked between people who wanted the church built farther
east toward North Amherst City those that wanted it built west toward
Russellville, and those who wanted it built in North Amherst Center.
Dickinson concluded the quarrel by saying that the church would be built on
its present site even if he had to pay for it himself. And he did. Dickinson
paid $2,900 for the construction of the Church and became the sole owner and
proprietor of the building whose steeple soars over the village center. Not
surprisingly, this site was across the street from his tavern.

The Trinitarian-Unitarian controversy does not seem to have escaped this group
of Congregationalists. Oliver Dickinson, as reported by Carpenter and
Morehouse, "...provided in no uncertain manner against the danger of heretical
infiltration." According to Gary, "The worship service in this church was
rigorous in the thirties (1830s). The society demanded of its minister strict
adherence to the shorter Westminister catechism on penalty of losing his
pulpit, which had been deeded to him for one dollar by pulpit, which had been
deeded to him for one dollar by proprietor Dickinson." This was a defense
against the spread of Unitarianism. Records indicate "...in North Amherst
there were at least five of the voting members of the parish who were openly
sympathetic to the new faith. In-as-much as there were only thirteen voters
of the fifty-nine parish members, five was a sizeable number." Unfortunately,
there is no record of who those members were. In spite of the controversy,
membership in the church increased by 131 in the decade after its
establishment.

Until the formal separation of Church and State, the Parish collected a Parish
Tax, which was also a village tax, for both church members and non-members.

(continued)
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The Parish Committee (1826-1840) consisted of highly respected North Amherst
men: Selectmen Cowls, Chester, Oliver, and Dickinson; the assessor. Ransom
Dickinson; and the Representative to the General Court, Reuben Roberts. These
men held parish committee posts for lengthy terms. Jonathan Cowls was
treasurer for thirty-one years and Daniel Dickinson was the clerk for
fifty-five years. Since there was overlap between the governing of the parish
and the village of North Amherst, and parish taxes were in effect local taxes,
the parish committee, in effect, determined local politics.

After the construction of the church. North Amherst underwent some expansion.
The predominantly agricultural economy of the area was supplemented by
Cushman's paper mill to the northeast of the center and Peter Ingram's woolen
mill along the Mill River. By 1834, North Amherst required its own post
office, which was located just south of Oliver Dickinson's tavern, on the
corner of North Pleasant and Pine Streets. The Olivia Dickinson House (MHC
#A85), the Cowles House (MHC #A87), and the Dr. Fish's House (MHC #A94) are
residences that date from 1820-1830.

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870)

In the 1830s, social concerns of church members (and the village population)
were temperance and abolition. Both Daniel and Chester Dickinson were
officers of the temperance association. The society's pledge was: "No brother
shall make, buy, sell, or use as a beverage any spiritous or malt liquors,
wine or cider." Members included both men and women and the organization was
still viable in 1860, with fifty-four members.

By 1830, North Amherst residents were also very concerned with national
political issues. The Anti-Slavery Society was formed in the late 1830s, and
four of its five officers were members of the North Amherst Church. Oliver
Dickinson deleted the clause in the North Parish Church deed that denied
Blacks access to the pews in the church. In 1843, slavery was condemned from
the North Amherst pulpit as an enormous sin against the Lord.

The Young Men's Lyceum was organized ca. 1833 with the object of improving
"Declamation, Composition and Extemporaneous Debate." The forty-nine original
members grew to fifty-four by 1837. They discussed the major issues of
abolition, emancipation, the benefits of corporations, and philosophical
concerns such as which elements are stronger. Water or Fire?

Social awareness, and the ensuing debates and discussions, brought about a
need for a suitable hall in which to meet. In 1841, the parish voted to allow
the school district to erect a two-story building on its land that would be
available to the singing school, and for lectures and other town gatherings.
The present meeting hall (MHC #A67), erected in 1845, was the result.

(continued)
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B/ the early 1840s, a new group of village |eaders joined with the Dickinsons,
(ow es and Russells. -Austin Looms (a farner), Levi Russell, Lynan Snth (a
broom manuf acturer), and Sanuel Wite, the teacher who ran a private school in
the village, were all neners of the North Anherst Church and becane prom nent
in the North Anherst Parish.

Church nenbership swel led to over 200 and the parish vas confronted with the
problem of building a Parsonage. A quick sketch by the rew minister resulted
In the construction of the parsonage (MC #ABQ%. Al'so built during this
decade were the M oud House (MC #A90), and the C Smth House (MC #A94).

In the 1860s, the parish coomttee, inthe course of nornal evolution,

included: Baxter Eastnan, a representativein the Gneral Court; Hezekiah

Dickinson, Anton C Marshall, a farner; H eazer Kellogg, a farmer and

sel ectman; Daniel Dickinson and Jonathan Cow's. It was during this period

that the pastor, M. Fisher, was asked to resign, primrily for "gossi

meerni ng his attention to the daughter of a promnent farmer in Nort
erst.”

The economc base of North Amherst held firm wth |arge farns anchoring the
busi ness community through the 19th century. North Anherst was al ways
primarily a farmng villa?e and of the 105 honeowners listed inthe 1869
directory by occupation, fifty-four were farners.

Prior to the establishnment of the neighboring Massachusetts Agricul tural
Col l ege (Uvass), in 1863, nany North Anherst farners were actively involved in
applying scientific farmng nethods to their acreage. In the 1853
Transactions of the Hanpshire Gounty A?ricultural Society, there were 386 |ife
nentoers |isted as Arherst residents; of the total, at [east 18% were from
North Anherst. Anong the group were the nenters of tne following famlies:
Cow's, Dickinson, Eastman, Ingram and Kellogg plus Forrester Ainsworth and
the Reverend George Fisher. Premuns were awarded i n 1853 f or:

Powng with oxen: Levi D Cows

Corn:  RT  Weel ock

Peach Qchard: WE & SS Dickinson
Apples:  Austin Eastnan

Pears and Peaches: Ansel C Mrshall
Vegetables and Gains: RansomQow es
Three year ol d steers: Daniel Dickinson

The large barns, ca. 1876, of the Cowes House (MC #A85) suggest that A non
Qow es ves avare of, and involvedin, creating an expanded and efficient farm
model ed on the scientific farmng standard. Further north, beyond the
district, on Mntague Road (North Pleasant Street), the farmof J. Cowes (MC
#A19) is another exanple of the "inproved farnstead" pronoted by the
scientific agricultural community.

(conti nued)
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Véter power fromm || ponds and the MI| R ver provided a secondary econony
for the North Anherst area. North Anherst peaked comercially by the 1850s,
as mlls slightly tothe northin Factory Village expanded. There was also a
paper mll at the end of Mdadow Street, inthe area called Westville.
However, by 1857, due to fires and general industrial decline, this

manuf acturi ng boomwas over.

The abundant water power continued to supply mlls, although on a nore nodest
scal e throughout the period. Inthe 1860s, North Amherst supported S ephen
Puffer's grist mll, Levi Dickinson's saw mll (both are north of the center),
and the woodworking m |l of Gaves, Kellogg, and Bangs, to the northeast of
the center in Factory Hollow Several small enterprises such as broom

manuf act uring, harness naking, coffin naki ng and a carriage shop were al so
active in North Arherst at this tine. Inaddition, in 1869 there were goods
and services available through the livery stable, two blacksmths, a feed and
grain deal er, two groceries, a shoe dealer, a dry goods dealer, amller, a
postmaster, and a station agent. The shoe shop was noved across the street
and exists as an apartnent to the rear of 1162 North Pleasant Street (MC
#MAO0). The post officel/library/dry goods store is currently a restaurant at
1177 North Pleasant Street (noncontributing). A wagon shop was | ocated on
Pine Street, near the North Pleasant Street junction. Further local needs
were satisfied by a neat pedder a tinpedder, and a spice dealer. Medical
services were supplied by ﬁhysi cians. A nason, carpenters, painters, and
g|a2|§rs were al so I|sted |nt e North Amherst business directory of this
perio

LATE | NOUSTR AL FER CD ( 1870- 1915)

During the next two decades, the church and parish sel ected Ednund Hobart, a
farmer, Sanwel Harrington, owner of a planningmll on MII Street in
Westville (thewestern end of Meadow Street), Adans, and George CGooley as the
new officers. Forester Ailnsworth was selected as clerk.

Ainsworth, a lawer by training, was incredibly active intow. H ws a
justice of the peace. North Anherst's postmaster for nany years, as well as
the librarian, and he ran a dry goods store, all inthe san@ building just
south of the Oivia Dckinson Huse, 1185 North Pleasant Street (MC #A85), at
the junction of Pine, Madow and North Pleasant streets.

The church was changing with the tines and wonen were now extended the right
to vote on business matters. In 1872, there was a regional novenent known as
the "great revival of 1872," during which all the churches in Anherst reported
strong increases in nemberships as a result of a concerted revival effort.

The "great revival of 1872" added fifty-two new nentoers and was the occasion
for a redraft of the articles of faith and covenant. Gy records: "Nw
devotion tothe Vestmnster catechism was rel axed."

(conti nued)
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An interesting note in the development of the North Amherst Church occurred at
the end of the 19th century, when George Fisher returned to North Amherst with
his wife, the woman to whom his attention had been turned in 1860, when he was
asked to resign. Ellen Fisher became the major church benefactor after Oliver
Dickinson; most noteworthy was her donation of the pipe organ. Interested in
community-wide improvements, Mrs. Fisher was instrumental in donating seed
money for the new library building. She also established a fund for the
creation of the Amherst Home for Aged Women. This one-story brick building is
now known as the Fisher Nursing Home (noncontributing).

Between 1860 and 1870, North Amherst's vitality was reflected in its
educational and cultural awareness. The library was created and education was
supported in the form of several schools. In 1869, the first library in
Amherst was opened in the North Amherst post office, "with one case of books

and Postmaster Forester Ainsworth as librarian." (Amherst Record,
12/13/1856). Each member paid $1.00 for the use of the books. Tn 1873, they
voted to make the library free to the public. In 1883, the library was housed

in the unoccupied schoolhouse, which was destroyed by fire sometime around
1890. The present building (MHC #A68) was designed by Roswell Putnam of
Northampton, and dedicated in 1893. The library occupies a small triangle of
land between the North Amherst Church and the North Amherst School, the site
of the former blacksmith shop of Joseph Thayer.

The first school inNorth Amerst isindicated on the of 1833 onFAne
Street, tothe east of the church. The private school that Sanvel Wite
conducted i n North Anmerst prior to 1i nay have been held at the P ne Street
|ocation. After the construction of the newneeting hall. Wite's school was
held there for a fewyears. By 1862, there were tV\DﬁrI nmary school s, an
intermediate school, and a new granmar school inMNorth Anerst. The present
school house (MAC #A69) was huilt in 1887.

A'though there was a deed reference, in 1827, to "the conman | and
acquisition " and the 1833 nap indicates awdening of the road at North
Anerst Center, it does not seemthat there was ever a Coman similar tothat
in Anherst, East Ammerst, or South Anherst. That di dnot stop the residents
fromformng a North Anherst Village Inprovenent Association, in 1888 The
object wvas "...to secure the inprovenent in aﬁloearance of our public grounds,
i ncluding: the hi gh\/\ak/s, the grounds about public grounds, the grounds about
the school house, and those about the church. To increase, as far as possible,
their convenience tothe public, andingeneral tofoster and pronote such
public spirit inmatters pertaining to neatness about our houses and

consi derations for one another as a place of residence..." Mners of the
village gathered as a group and had conmunity w de inprovenent days. The"Qd
NN s Tree Association,” an of fshoot of the'larger group, ?I anted over 100
trees, of themaround the church. In 1889, as part of the village

I nprovenent program Vil ter Cowes and Mndel Howard, a nerchant, supplied

(conti nued)
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poles (no longer extant) for gas street lanps. [In the 1890s, town w de water
was provi ded.

S| hone industries were continually active in North Anmherst;

househol ds suppl emented their incone braiding straw pal mhats. Broomcorn
was raised for broom production. Broomnanufacturing vwas an active practice
in the 19th and into the 20th century, as seen i n the account book of AH
Brown, Pine Street, North Amherst. Between 1915 and 1923, Brown produced
Barlﬁr broons, barn broons, banioo broons, w sk broons, and in 1924, velvet
rushes.

At the end of the century, businesses in North Anherst continued to supply
local needs. Listed inthe directory of that period were: Ainsworth, dry
goods store; Thayer, blacksmth; Brown, broommanufacturer; Haskins, carpenter
and builder; Hall, carriage maker and painter; Fisher, cl er%yman; Cogswel |,
grocer; Harrington, dressmaker; Goud, dry goods; Stearns, harnessnaker;

Dwi ght, physician; Gaves, |unber and saw mill; Atkins, nason; Harrington,
sawm | |; Guertin, neat narket; Hobart, mlk dealer; and Ashley, wagon naker.

The ability of North Anherst to supﬁort at least two dry goods stores, plus a
neat market and grocer, indicates the continued vitality of its econony at the
end of the 19th century.

A'though the econony of North Anherst vas a local one, by the end of the 19th
cent urly increased mobility was having an inpact on the area. The Anherst and
Sunderland Electric Railway vas conpleted in 1898, through the efforts of WD
Cow's, a State Representative Iivin% inNorth Arherst. H was able to help
direct construction of the trolley from Anherst Center, through North Anher st
along North Pleasant Street, to Sunderland. Riverside Park, slightly north of
the Meeting House, was developed into a park and picnic area by the trolley
conpany to encourage weekend trolley travel out of Anherst to North Anherst.

EARY MIDERN (1915- 1920)

B/ the beginning of the 20th century, the North Anherst Parish Conmttee was
conprised of the second generation of active village leaders. Fred S Cool ey,
Frank W Harrington (possibly related to the Harrington M|l on Madow
Street), and Charles H Kellogg, a farmer, replaced the previous Deacons.
During this period, the Vidnen' s Mssionary Society was organized for raising
funds for benevolences in cities throughout the country. O ganizations
appealing to a wider nenbership were the Qurrent Events AQub (1909) the By
Scouts (1910), and the Grl Scouts (1912). The church devel oped a nore
liberal admssions policy inthe 1920s and nenbership increased toinclude
rlzgwhswents of the Agricultural College (UVass), sone of womboarded in
rt erst.

(conti nued)
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The former Oiver Dickinson Tavern, on the southeast corner of North Pleasant
and Pine Streets, ws owed by the Bates fam |y and operated as an inn through
1930. Today, it continues to serve a promnent role inthe coomunity as a
restaurant and apartnent building.

Wth an influx of Irish and Polish inmgrants, the popul ation of North Anherst
gained an ethnic diversity at the end of the 19th century. Wstward
mgrations nade acreage available as a nunier of North Anherst sons chose new
lands to farmrather than work the famly |and.

The immgrants worked as farm |aborers and inlocal mlls, they constructed
nodest housing around the periphery of the village center, and sl owy becane
integrated into the fabric of the community. Recallingthe early 20th
century, Qara Stetson Clark, a North Anherst resident from 1905-1935, wote
of the changes occurringinthe village:

Vilen i s this going to stop? Soon there will be none of our

old famlies left...Is there a bright side? |fthereis it

is this: Inthe past the old has nade roomfor the new and

the new has proved to be better than the old. At the present
time our agricultural products that find a narket are greater
than ever before. | tisthe |abor of the "Polish" that has
produced them W have manufactures inour town of no nean
value. My "Polish" work inthe shops. W have Anherst Col | ege
and Massachusetts Agricultural College with talk of a State
University. Ad the paths of all the world lead to our doorstep.

North Amherst Center has been the commercial, civic, and religious huo of the
village since 1820. As the village center, it has been the preferred
residential location. The 19th century houses were constructed to the north
and south of the center, and surrounding the church, meeting hall, library,
school, post office, and stores. Inthe early 20th century, infill housing
was built along the east-west artery. Pine and Madow Streets. The earlier
donestic architecture, with attached barns and sheds, reflected the conmunity
enphasi s on agriculture, while 20th century houses in North Anherst Center are
of a nore nodest scale and urban character. The expansion of the nearby
Massachusetts Agricultural School (UMass), and the increased mobility offered
by automobiles 1 nthe 1920s, contributed to the decline of North Anherst as an
agricultural village. Snce 1920, nuch of surrounding farmand has been

devel oped for comercial and residential uses (includ n? student housi n?), and
a nunber of nodern capes and ranch houses have been huilt on the edge of the
proposed district. Neglect and vacancy have helped to keep the village center
Intact.

The village today is an alnost intact grouping of 19th and early 20th century
structures. | treflects the period of North Anherst's greatest economc
prosperity, which coincides wth the civic and religious activity of 1826-1920.

(conti nued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Significance

Snce patterns of prehistoric occupation in Atmerst are poorly understood, awy
surviving sites could be significant. Surviving sites inthis area can

Iorow de gnraportant exanpl es of prehistoric settlenment in upland/interior

| ocal es al on? tributary streans of the Connecticut Rver. These sites nay
include smaller Tow density type site which nay contrast |arger sites |ocated
along the Connecticut R ver.

Hstoric period remains described above have the potential to provide detailed
information on a snall agricultural community, which devel oped fromscattered
|arge farnsteads to a secondary village centéer based on agriculture and
limted industrial activity. Archaeological survivals can reconstruct the
18th century character of the district Tor which no exanples survive. Simlar
survivals can al so docunent 19th century structureswhich are no |onger
extant, and for which inprecise |ocations are available. Gcupational related
features (trash pits, privies and vvells? can provide valuable informationina
of areas. Artifactual evidence from these features can hel 8p sol ve such

Rtr)obl ens as whether or not and to what extent the Cowes Huse (1825), on

rth Pleasant Street, vas used as a tavern and when the building |ocated at
11 Medow Street vas built, or noved to that |ocation. Information fromtrash
pits can also provide data on the extent to which snall house or cottage
Industries were mpo_rt.ant tothe local and famly econony. |Information nay
also be present detailing the Ievel of technology used in those industries.

(end)
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Boundary Justification

The boundaries were drawn to include the civic, religious, and coomercial
bui | dings historically related to the North Anher_st comnmuni ty. The boundari es
to the south and west™ include residential properties that date fromthe Perlod
of greatest growth in North Anherst, 1820-1920. The eastern boundary, along
Fine Street, was determned to include 19th a_ndearldy 20th century donestic
bui | di ngs that exhibited architectural integrity andwere part of the fabric

of life inMNorth Anerst during the period of significance.

The boundaries were further defined as follows: to the north of the North
Anner st Nat i onal Re(T;l ster District is contenporary commercia devel opnent with
a snall shopping mal'l, ca. 1970, and a gas station. Qutside the western
b_oundar¥ | s a dense concentration of apartnents and noncontributing
single-famly hones. To the south and east are scattered Federal and Geek
Revival buildings interspersed with significant infill considered
noncontributing through age and/or alteration.
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NATIONAL
REGISTER

October 22, 1991

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed pl ease find theencl osed nom nati on:

North Amierst Center Historic District, Anmerst (Hanpshire County),
Massachuset t s.

There have been no owner objections for theproperties |isted above.

The nomnation has been voted eligible the State Review Board and has been
signed by nysel f, as the Massachusetts State Hstoric Preservation Oficer.
Qwers were not[ﬂed of pendi n? Sate Review Board consideration 30-75 days
before the neeting and were aftorded the opportunity toconment. N conments
have been received to date.

Sincerely,

idith B. McDonough
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comnission
State Historic Preservation Officer

enclosure

cc. Geg Farner, Pioneer Valley Planning Gonmassion

Kat hl een Masal ski, Chairperson, Avherst Historical Gommi ssion
Edith WIkinson, Chairperson, Atnerst Board of Sel ectnen

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



