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1. Name of Property
llistoric name Thule-Plummer Buildings

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 130 and 184 Main street N/A" not for publication
city or town  Worcester vicinity

state A code MA county Worcester code 027 zip code 01608

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this ~ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
setforth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property _>/ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

nationai statewide I"ocal

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO, MA Historical Commission Date

state or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

in my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Parl< Service Certification
hereby canify that this property is:

'entered in the National Register determined eligible for the National Register
. determined not eligible for the National Register removed from the National Register
Bther (explain:)

2- N-

Signature of the Keeper ' Date of Action
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Thule-Plummer Buildings
Namre o Propety

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)
private building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure

object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

NA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

SOCI AL/ meeting hall
COWWERCI AL/ TRADE/ speci al ty
st ore/ war ehouse

DOVESTI C/ mul tiple dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categoriesfrom indructions)
LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY
REVIVALS/Classical Revival

LATE VI CTCRI AN Queen Anne

Category of Property

Worcester, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

2 buildings
sites
structures
objects

2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

Current Functions

(Enter categoriesfrom ingructions)
COMMERCIAL/TRADE/specialty
store/business

EDUCATI ON/ | i brary

IVlaterials
(Enter categories fi'om instructions.)

foundation: BRICK

walls: BRICK

roof: SYNTHETICS/ rubbe r

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Thule-Plummer buildings are located toward the north end of Main Strest in downtown Worcester, MA. Main Street
hes dways bean the commerdd focus in downtown Worcester and many fine architecturd examples till line the stredt,
particularly aong the sretch betwean Exdhange Stret and Madison Stret (just south of the Thule-Plummer buildings),
where there ere twelve individua Nationa Regider propaties and asmdl didtrict of eght buildings. While there hes bemn
agregter degre= of demoalition dong Main Sireet north of Exchange Stret and anumber of lots remain vacant today, ten
higoric commerdd buildingsremain, three of which are listed individualy in the National Regider. Recat commercid
devdopmant (snce 1975) hes resuited in the condruction of three, large, modem commercid buildingson the eest Sde of
Main Stregt, opposte the Thule and Plummet Buildings. The commercid digtrict terminates a Lincoln Souere, where
thereexigs a Naiond Regider district (Worcester Indtitutional District) of deven inditutional and municipa buildings,
including the impressve Worcester County Court buildings. Wegt of the Thule-PFlummer buildingsisalarge resdentia
neighborhood dominated by single- and multi-family houses from the ssoond half of the 19 century.

Thetwo parcds that meke up the Thule-Flummer buildingstogether contain 12974 squarefeet of land, with 55 feet
fronting on Main Street. The Thule Building occupies the comer lot, while the Flummet Building is st bedk fromMain
Stret (roughly 90 feet) and George Stret (roughly 56 feet). The Flummer Building abuts the northwest comer of the
Thule Building but there is no longer aocess between the two dructures: Land dong Main Stireet in the vicinity of the two
buildings isrdatively flat, but dopes sharply upward just to the west, dong the reer of the buildings. Infact, both
dructures are built into the hillside, reducing the number offloorsa the reer devations. A vecant |ot abutting the north
devaion of the Thule Building and the eest devaion of the Hummer Building wes formerly the location of asmdl brick
goatmeant building (ca 1870) that weas removed in the mid 20* century. The lot just west of the Thule Building and south
of the Fummer Building formerly hed alVi sory, wood-frame resdence (ca. 1880) which wes dso demadlished. These
two vacated lots abutting the Thule and Flummer Buildings are independent city parcds, now used for parking. Despite
the loss of severd neighboring buildings, the Thule and FHummer Buildings remain important landmarks & this prominent
intersection and sarve to documeant the indtitutional, commercid, and residentid history of northem Main Streat.

Narrative Description

Thule Building

The Thule Building isrectangular in plan and occupies nearly dl of its 6,383 square-foot lot. The five-story building is
freestanding excgpt where the northwest corner overlgps the Flummer Building by one bay. The fafade and south
devations abut the public sdewdks, while the north devation faces apaved parking areg, and the rear (west) devation
bordersavacat lot. Condructed in 1905, the Thule Building (Photo 1) hes ared-brick exterior with limesone trim in the
form of bdt courses column cepitals and beses aname plague, and window silIs. The bdlt courses are accantuated by
brick dentils. Buff-colored bricks are used in decordive pandswith geometric detailing a the feBade ad in the first two
baysof the Sdedevations. The building istopped by aflat, rubber-membrane roof, and the rooflineis defined by an
overhanging mea comice with dentils & the facade and south Sde devation.

The main entranceis cantered & thefirst floor of the faBade and isflankedby recent duminum gtorefronts (indtaled as
pat of a Certified Rehabilitation project completed in 2009). The recessed entry is contemporary with the Sorefronts,
which termingte a two origina rudicated brick columns a ether end of thefirst floor. When the building wes first
condructed, therewss athird brick column a the center, dividing thefirst fioor into two seperate Sorefronts, one for eech
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of the origind retail goeces The southern Sorefront originally hed acentrd entryflankedby two digplay windows, while
the northern commerdid goece had an entry and agngle digplay window, dongside an entry to the function hdls located
a the upparfloors.In 1914, amgor renovation wes undertaken to convert the building from its original mixed
retail/function hal use to commercia use only. Aspart of thet project, the original storefrontswere removed, aong with
the central column and entry to the upper floors. A sngle, degply recessad centrd entry wes ingdled, with two amal
dorefront digplay windowsflankingit. A remnant from the 1914 congtruction can be found today in the eestammod bay
of the south devation, where the storefront wrapped around from the faBade. Fenedtration a the ssoond floor of the feBade
wes d0 modified in 1914, when the exigting large wood windows and surrounds were indaled. Thebrick piers & the
third floor originaly extended down through the second floor to cregte four window openings. Sscond- and third- floor
windows originally held paired 99 double-hung sseh, topped by multi-pane transoms. Windows & the third floor were
replaced much later, and today hold duminum saeh from ca 1980. Restared origina wood seeh remain a the two upper
floors of the faBede

Fenestration at the side elevations conssts of tall, rectangular window openings with recessed brick spandrel pands
(second and third floors), arched openings with brick spandrd pands separating paired windows (fourth floor), and arched
windows (fifth floor). A pededrian handrall is atached on the building on the George Street devation, dueto the
degoness of the dope (Photo 2). Windows a ground level are st in segmenta-arched openings. Ssgmenta ardhes are
d=o u=sed for windows &t the rear devation, which is otherwise void of architecturd omamentation (Photo 3). Windows &
the 9de and reer devations currently hold recent duminum double-hung seeh, ingdled as part of the 2009 Certified
Rehahilitation, that match the pene configuration of the originals. The south eevation festures an entrance a itswest end
that haldsthe origind panded-wood double doors st beneeth anew duminum multi-light transom in the configuration
of the original. The north and rear (west) devations each have a secondary entry with arecent flush meta door.

When originally condructed, there weretwo retail goeces a thefirst floor and function hals a each of the upper floors.
The hall & the fourth floor wes atwo-gory goeoe with adome ceiling (an intema dome that did not project above the
roof). In 1914, when the building was converted to commercid use the upper hall was divided into two floors, and
partitions were removed from the lower levelsto aregte gpen floor plans Thewall sparating the two first-floor
commerdia goenes wes removed to areste asingle commerdd goece The upperfl oorswere heavily modified throughout
the years, with much of the higtoric trim & the perimeter walls baing abscured by added walls and most of the intemal
partitions being removed. As pat of the recat Certified Rehabilitation, the building was converted to use as commerdia
goece (first floor) and alaw library (upperfloors).Previoudy added walls were removed to reved the surviving historic
window casngs and basgboards In addition, the hitoric front and reer darcaseswere restored and reman in ue (Photos
9& 10). Due to dructurd and code issues, the dome at the fifth floor could not be retained.

Aummer Building

The Fummer Building was condructed as asmdl gpartment building with first-floor commercid spece Today, it dands
on agndl lot of 6591 squerefeet and occupies the entire parcd. The building was condructed in two pheees thet
incdluded thefive-storymain block from 1890, and alarge reer (west) addition that wes erected ca 1930. The main block
hes arectangular plan and isendosad by aflat roof It iscondructed of brick, and trimmed with rugticated browngtone
detailing in the form of window sills, betcourses, coping, and vousoirs The feBede (east devation) isthe mod highly
omamented devation (Photo 4); the faBade had previoudy been painted, but the paint was removed s part of a Certified
Rehahilitation project that wes completed in Sgatember 2010. The building hes two principa entries, one & ether end of
the faBade. Presumably, one wes originally usd for thefirst-floorcommerad goece, while the other provided aooess to
the goartmeant units a the upper floors. Both main entries are repessad within an arched opening, and hold arecant glazed
duminum door. A snglewindow between thetwo entries isdso st within abroad arch. A three-gory bay window with
panded goronsrises above the south entry. The faBede isfurther enhencad by adecorative bdtcourse with brick dentils
running above the fourth floor, and astylized brick band benesth the pargpet coping. The pargpet fegtures a name plague
that reeds "PLUMMER," dongdde adate plague establishing the 1890 condruction. Windows a the seoond and third
floors have ssgmentd-arched heeds while thosea the two upperfloorsare flat. All windows at the feBede hold modem
auminum 1/1 double-hung seeh (ca. 1980). The Sde devations (north and south) of the main block are far less articulated
than the feBade (Phatos 5-7). The plain brick walls have an asymmerica window arrangement. Window openings a the
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uppamod floor haveflat heeds whiledl others have ssgmenta arches Window openings & the Sde devationshold
duminum double-hung seeh that were ingdled es pat of the recant Certified Rehabilitation.

The dope of the Steis 0 extrame that the ca. 1930 rear addition hes Sx exposedfl oorsat the eest end of the north
devation, while only two floorseare vishle a the wes eevation. The reaer addifion isrectangular in plan (four bays wide
and seven bays degp) and isendaosed by aflat rubber-membrane roof It isautilitarian brick structure, fegturing
asymmetrica window openings with ssgmental-arch heeds and mdticated granite sills (Photos 6-8).  Window openings of
the rear addition hold duminum double-hung sseh that were ingdled as part of the recent Certified Rehabilitation.

Theinterior retains little higtoric fabric from the origind residentia use of the main block. The lower twofl oorsof the

main block were the mog heavily dtered, having been used asretail goecewith contemporary finishes. All partitions were
removed when the building was converted to warehouse use and the addition was condtructed, around 1930, The upper
floors of the main block and dl levdsof the rear addition hed open floor plans, exposad brick wdls (in reer addition), ad
exposad framing up until last year, when the building wes converted to office use In 2009/2010, open goeces wae
aubdivided and new finishes indaled throughout (part of Certified Rehabilitation). Surviving origina trim weas retained in
anumbe of locations, as were the higtoric gairs in the addition (Photos 11-12).

Connector

A gmdl brick connector (part of the Flummer Building property) joins the Thule and Hummer Buildings & the sscond,
third, fourth, andfifthfloorsonly. Itislocated a the south end of the Flummer Building faBade, and linksto a dairwdl in
the northwwest comer of the Thule Building. This brick connector was condtructed around 1930 and isonly one bay wide
and one dep (vigble in Phato 4), with four window openings & its eedt face being the only fenedtration. Window
openings have cag-gonedlis and flat heeds, exagat a the top floor where the window hes assgmenta arch. The only
other omamentation isacorbdled brick cornice defining the roofline. Thereer of the connector isa plain brick wall.
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Archaedlogical Dexription

While no andatt Native American stesae known a the Thule-Flummer Buildings, Stesmeay exis. One andeat dteis
recorded in the generd area (within one mile). Environmenta characteridics of the property, espeddly their disgance of
over 1000 feet from the neerest wetlands, do not represant favorable locationa characteristics (dope, soil drainage,
proximity to wetlands) for the presanceof Native dtes Portions of the property are dso excessvdy doped, another
unfavoreble locationd charecteridtic. The dopeis such thet the ca 1930 rear addition hes Sx exposdf| oorsat the esst
ad of the building and only threefl oorsvisible a the wes devaion and much of the south devaion. Soil typesae dso
classfied as urben land where naturdl soil characterigtics have bean dtered by buildings, shopping centers roeds, ad
parking lots. Given the aboveinformafion, and the fact that the Thule and Flummer Buildings both have besaments ad
cove nearly the entire lot, alow potentid exigsfor locating significant ancient Native American resources on the
property. Congruction of the Thule and Hummer Buildings and earlier historic land use would have desroyed any
andent resourceslocated in the district.

A low potentid a0 exigdsfor the recovery of significant historic archeeologica resources While land that indudes the
Thule and Flumme Buildings was induded in avillage, now known as Worcester, by 1715, specific dtesfrom this period
have yet to be identified. After ca 1768, the Badwin family built ahouse doseto Main Sreet where the Thule Building
now gands No buildings are known to have bean built on the Fummer lot a8 it exigstoday. In Spite of the information
presanted above, the potential for locating historic archaeological resourcesin the district islow.  Condruction of the
Aummer Building (1890, 1930) and Thule Building (1905) would have destroyed any evidence of earlier buildings.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions.)

for National Register listing.) ARCHITECTURE

A Property is associated with events that have made a Y PL NG &

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

e DB Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or Period of Significance
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 1890-1960

artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack

individual distinction.

Significant Dates

° D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information N/A

important in prehistory or history.

Significant Person

Criteria Considerations (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) N/A
Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious Cultural Affiliation

purposes. N/A
B removed from its original location.
C abirthplace or grave. Architect/Builder

George H demence (Thule Building)
D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.
G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.
Period of Significance (justification)

The period of sgnificance beginswith the date of condruction for the Flummer Building (1890), the earliest contributing
resourcein the digtrict, ad ends a thefifty-year cutoff for listing (1960).

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

The Thule-Plummer Buildings possess integrity of design, location, setting, materias, feeling, and workmanship. The
buildings ae of locd sgnificance and meat Criteria A & Cfor ligting in the Nationd Regider. They are sgnificant for
their assodaionswith the devdopment of downtown Worceser as the principa commercid, municipd, and ingtitutional
hub for centrd Massachusats, and with the evolution of northem Main Strest into asmdl endave of home
furnishing/improvement busnessesin the early 20th century. The buildingsfurther attain significance for their assodation
with the large Sivedish community that resded in Worceser in the early 20th century.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

Historicd Overview of Downtown Worcester

Snce the time of Worcedter's first pamenant settlement in 1713, Main Strest hes served as the principa commercid,
ingtitutional, and municipa focusfor the community. After two unsuccessful atempts a settlement in the area now
known as Worcester, avillage was finally inhabited on apamanet bedsaround 1715. The new village was established
aong Main Strest between the Common and whet isnow Lincoln Sguere, encompassang the land now occupied by the
Thule and Fummer Buildings. Development wes initially grictly axia dong Main Stredt, s laterd expangon wes
regtricted by adesp hill to the wes and wetlands to the eest. There were no dde dregtsuntil 1787, when Mechanic Streat
waes laid out. After 1796 additiond dde drestswere edablished 0 that by 1830, Centra, Thomas, and Schod dredts were
a0 in exigence Centrd Massachusdtts initially part of Middlesex County, hed become sufficiently populated by 1730
tojustify its own county goverment and courthouse. Worcester, being centraly located, was sdected as the new county
== and acourthouse was edablished a Lincoln Square Arrival of the court sarved to spur devdopment in Worcester, 0
that by 1765 the town could boast 1478 resdents Throughout the 18™ century, the focus of devdopment continued to be
aong Main Srest north of the Common, where the town hall, county registry, and First Parish Medtinghouse sood. By
1795, there ware 0 sverd taverns aschoolhouse, and additiond county offices further north on Main Strest. The
Soond Parish Megtinghouse wes established  near the north end of Main Stret, adjacent to Lincoln Sguare, in 1792,

By 1830, land dong Main Street hed bean subdivided and the street wias lined with danse devdlopment of freestanding
buildings, primarily resdentid, prior to 1810. During Worcedter's first industrial boom (1829-1855), fecilitated by
advancamentsin trangportation, devdopment in al sectarsinareesad (industrial, commercid, and resdentid). New
housing condruction wes generdly focused on the hillsideswest of Main Sireet overlooking the town center. At the same
time, the damand for commercid red etate dong Main Srest increesed. Two- and three-story Federd-period commercia
blocks were erected dong Main Sireet in the early yearsof the 19™ century, but were very quickly overshedowed by
three- and four-gory Gresk Reviva and Itdianate buildings after adout 1835 and into the 1850s During thisera of greet
prosperity the population of Worceser expanded drameficdly, from 2577 in 1810to 22,284 in 1855, and Worcester wes
resmctured as acity (1848).

In the mid 19* century therewere still asignificant number of houses remaining dong Main Stret, athough the more
fashionable etates hed been moved outdde the downtown, and commercid blocks were built in their place. The rows of
modest Gresk Revivd and Itaianate commerad building erected on Main Street in the mid 19th century were replaced &
the end of the century by larger Victorian and Quean Anne dyle blocks as the city progpered tremendoudy after the Civil
War. A ssoond indusgtrid boom following the Civil Wer resulted in asharprise in population, to 41,105 in 1870, and a
sgnificant increesein red edate vaues In the ssoond hadlf of the 19" century, increasing numbars of immigrant workers
flocked to Woroegter to work in the growing industrial sector. Older residential aress eedt and south of the commercid
digtrict became more densdy devdoped as working-dass neighborhoods, while those arees north and west of the
downtown tended to be more middle and upper dass
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Seedy expanson within the city continued until the end of WWI, a which time therewere over 187,000 resdents mary
of whom were foreign born. After 1919, loca commerce bagan to dagnate, as many of the city's manufecturers were
consolidated and populationfiguresdeclined. In the first three decades of the 20* century, increesing numbas of specidty
dores—which hedflourishedin the ssoond half of the 19 century as advancesin manufacturing dlowed locd merchants
agrede diversty of goods—were consolidated, as depatmeant dores bacame more prevaent. The Great Depression
resulted in even greater commercid lossesand continued reduction in the number of resdents, which perdded for some
time. By themid 20* century, the city hed large numbers of vacant and aging buildings. Urban renewd in the 1960s
resulted in the demolition of nearly all commercid buildings esdt of what istoday Commercid Street. Vecat lotsae dso
found in scettered locations aong Main Stregt, particularly north of Sudbury Street.

Land Subdividon in the Area

Although the Hummer and Thule Buildings St ontwo sgparatelotstoday, the history of these parcdsisvery much
intertwined. Land on which the buildings were condructed was formerly part of atract of 44 aores as5igned to Danid
Heywood by the origina town proprietors in 1714. Heywood's tract included land on both Sdes of Main Stredt, ad
extended roughly from what is Walnut Street today northward to the former Ste of the Central Church (the lot directly
north of the Alummer Building). It proved to be avauable parcd, lying just afew blocks north of the Common and town
hall, ad just south of Lincoln Square, where saverd county government buildings would later be located. The 44-acre
parcd wes qubdivided fairly quickly, as there wes grest damand for land in the village canter. A lot containing about one-
half aore wes s0ld to Nathen Badwin, asaddler, in 1768. Thislot included what istoday the Thule Building lot, the
adjacant parcd to itswes, the esdlan half of the current Hummer Building lot, what isnow avacant lot eedt of the
Fummer Building, and much of the large lot north of the Flummer Building (later the Ste of a Cavinig church). The
Baldwin family ereted ahousedaose to Main Street (where the Thule Building now stlands). The Badwin hers sold the
southem portion of their land (now the Thule Building ot and the amdl lot direcfly to itswest) with the house to
shoameke William Eaton in 1794. The Eaton family s off a amdl houselot a the west end of ther property cal875
(house no longer extant), leaving the lot that currently holds the Thule Building. (See attached higtoric maps) William
Eaton a0 acquired land to the north (now the Flummer Building lot and the adjacent lot to the eedt fronting on Main
Stret). Eaton's daughter and sole heir, Sarah C. Eaton, conveyed the northem ot in 1866 to Maria Ann (Flummer)
Barnard, wifeof Dr. Franklin Bamard. The Bamards erected a2/2-gory brick townhouse, where they lived through much
of the 19* century. In 1890, the Bamard heirs (four daughters) built the Flummer Building on the reer of the lot.
Meanwhile, Sareh Eaton sold the old Badwin house to physcian Rebeoca Barnard (sscond daughter of Mariaand
Franklin Barnard), who lived and worked there into the early 20 century. Rebeoca Barnard sold the property in 1903 to
Chales F. Hanson, aprominent local Svede, and the Colonid housewas demalished to meke way for congtruction of the
Thule Building. The Hummer Building ot remaned in the Barnard family until 1914 when it weas sold to James and
Charles McDermoatt. That same yeer the McDermott brothers purchesad the Thule Building. Additiona land to the reer
(west) of the Hummer Building was acquired ca 1925, 90 that the Sructure could be enlarged. The old Barnard
townhouse a the front of the Flummer Building lot (eest end) remained standing through the mid-20* century, until gbout
1970, when it wes st off on a sgparatelot and then demalished to meke way for the existing parkinglot. Thisleft the
Aummer Building onthe lot that it occupies today, facing aMain Stret parking lot rather than the badk of the Bamard
townhousa.

Thule Building and the Swedish Community

Charles Hanson purchesad the land for the Thule Building in 1903, on behdf of a group known as the Thule Music Hall
Asodiation, whose intention wis to erect abuilding on the Ste to houseretail goece and function halls. Little is known
about the ThuleMudc Hall Association, but deed records refer to agroup of five people (names not given) represented by
Hanson, awell-known Worceser resdent. It mey very well be that the group wes formed for the sole purpose of
developing this particular redl estate, given that they are not listed in any city directories es an active socid/culturd
organization, nor do they gppeer in any of the well-known loca higtories. Charles Hanson (1849-1921) is noted as having
e the first Svede to sHitle in Worcester. Hewent on to beoome the modt influential SvedidrAmerican resdent in the
city, which hed the largest Swedish populationin New England in the early 20th century. At the end of the 19* century.
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economic, rdigious, and politica unrest led thousands of Sivedes to move to America. Manufecturers recmited Swedish
workers, particularly for iron working and ceramic production—indudtries familiar to the Sivedes The number of Svedish
resdents grew to about 38,000 by 1930, roughly one-fifth of the city'stota population. Hanson immigrated to Americain
1865, tling in Boston where he worked in a piano factory. Hemoved to Worcester in 1868, and was employedby S R.
Ldand & Son, reparing and tuning pianos. Shortly thereafter, Hanson established hisown busness dedling in pianos
and other musicd ingmments, under the neme CF. Hanson & Comperny. Upon completion of the Thule Building,
Hanson moved his dore to one of the retail goeces there Not only wes Hanson a talented musician and conductor, but he
did muchto benefit the local Siwedish community. He founded and supported various dubs and charitable organizations
for Worcester's Swedish resdents, and conducted conoarts to raise money for the loca Swedish Charitable Associaion
and aothers like it. He esablished an evening school for Swvedish youths. His opera, "Fridthjog and Ingeboag,” wes
peformedin 1900 for the benefit of the Swedish Nationa Association.

The Thule Building was erected in 1906 and designed by Worcester architect George H. Clamence (ca 1865~ 1924).
Clamence maintained an office in the Walker Building (4056 Main Stret) in downtown Worcester in the late 1890s and
firsttwo decedes of the 20th century. Clamence isknown for having designed anumber of municipd and indtitutional
buildings in the region, including the Brookfield Town Hall (1904) (NRDIS), Chatham Street YWCA (Worcester-1915),
Weddo Sret Police Station and District Court (Worcester-1918, NRIND/MRA), as well as saverd schodsand
firehousesin Worcester and neartly communities. The Thule Building boaged four function hdls a the upperfl oors,the
names of which (Vasa, Svea Thule, and Continentd) reflected the Swedish heritage of thosewho commissoned the
dructure. Many of the loca Swedish dubs and charitable organizations held their medtings a the Thule Building in the
ealy 20th century. The southern retail goece was occupied by Charles Hanson's music shap, while the northem goece weas
leesd to John Gugtafson, who operated aplumbing busness there. In order to finance the project, the Thule Music Hall
Asodation received amortgage from William H. Inman, alocd ged digtributor. The group was ungble to pay the
mortgage, and as a result, the property was sold a auctionin 1914 to brothers James A. and Charles R. McDearmott.
James McDamott wes awell-know generd contractor in Worcester, who worked in partnership with his brother John B.
McDermoatt (under the neame McDermott Brothers). Ther brother Charles was alocd dentist, and likely wesinvolved in
the Thule Building purchese as an invedor only.

Aummer Building and Resdential Development on Main Street

After about 1850, increesing numbears of gpartment houses were condructed in the vicinity of Lincoln Squere adina
naighborhood opposte City Hall and the Common, which lie further south on Main Strest. Thelate 19* century

resdents of these goartment buildings were largely middie-dass tenantswho worked locally. The Fedard caaus of 1900
ligsavariety of professons for resdents of the Main Srest gpartment houses such as sscretary, clerk, nurse, bookkesper,
accountant, milliner, and wire mill worker. Mogt of the tenants werefrom New England, with much amdler numbeas from
New York and Pennsylvania Only a amdl number of the recant immigrants took up resdence in the downtown gpartment
blocks, those who did weretypically from Irdland, Caneda, o Armenia. Supplementing the middle-dass housing sock
were may amdler single-family homes on the Sde dreats which continued to be owner-occupied, but grester numbers
weretaking in boarders  Southem and esstem sadtions of the city bacame built up with wood-frame triple-deckers, to
provide still more housing for the middle dassin the late 19 and early 20¢ centuries. Upper- and upper-middle dass
housing of the same period wes generdly limited to the aress northeest and northwest of Lincoln Squaere: Expanded
dredcar sarvice in the early 20¢ century dlowed for further expandon of resdentid devdopmeant into previoudy less
accessible sections of the city.

The Hummer Building (congructed in 1890) is typicd of the late 19¢ century gpartment houses in the city, with its first
floor retail goeoe and goatmentflatsabove The 1832 city alas indicates that the first floor wes used for "Sove Sorege”
very egrly on. The 1900 Federd caausligts goproximatdy one dozen tenants, employed as nurses housskegpers dlerks,
a bookkegper, sdesman,fireman, milliner, accountant, and buttonhole maker. All were fromtheNew England Sates with
the exception of two Pennsylvania natives. By 1910, thefirst floor weas oocupied by atin shop, and the upgper floors
continued to housea variety of middle-dass workers. The only notable change in the population of the building wes thet
there ware larger numbers of resdents from datesoutdde of New England, including severd from New York, and a few
4
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Swedish immigrants. The Fummer Building remained in the Bamard family until it wes sold in 1914 to James ad
Charles McDermott, who purchesad the Thule Building that same year.

Use of the Thule & Fummer Buildings After 1914

Immediatdy upon acquiring the Thule Building, the McDermott Brothers commenced plansfor amgor renovation,
abandoning the function halls on the upperfl oorsand converting the entire building to commercid oece for adngle
tenant. For mog of the following 60 years the building was occupied by fiimiture companies, beginning with Sleams
Fumiture Company (thereby 1916), then Summerfield's Fumiture, which occupied the building from ca 1920 until 1930.
In the first half of the 20* century, the two-block sretch of Main Stret betwean Gertrude Avenue and Sudbury Street hed
baoome agmdl endave of home furnishing/improvement businesses that incdluded four paint dores fivefurniture
companies and awdlpaper showroom. Summerfied's Furniture was followed by the Burwick Fumiture Company, who
leesed the Thule Building in the early 1930s and eventudly purchesad both the Thule and Fummer buildingsin 1937
(under the neme Burwick-Grace). The Burwick Furniture Compeny, who sold "fumiture, rugs, refrigerators, ranges
washers radios” remaned a this location until about 1943, when both buildings were trandferred to the Worcester
County Indtitution for Savings and sold the following year to Mercantile Properties Corporation. By 1948, the building
was occupied by Sawyer'sfurniture deders.

Meanwhile, the Hummer Building, aso purchassd by the McDermoatts in 1914, remaned in use as goatment housing
until & leegt 1916. City directories confirm that in 1916 thefirst floor of the Fummer Building was occupied by Prouty
Brothers (tinsmiths) and Nelson & Ericson (pgper hangings). At some point, around 1925 or 1930, the Thule Building
and Flumme Building were physicaly joined by asmdl connector. The connector is one bay wide and ane bay desp,
and formerly joined the buildings through asingle doorway & the landing of the rear daircase of the Thule Building (the
doorways were blocked off as part of the recent Hummer Building renovation, o that there is no longer aooess between
the two buildings). At about the same time, alarge addition wes condructed & the rear of the Flummer Building and the
gratmeants weare removed; the interior goece wis given over to warehousing, presumably for Summerfield's Furniture,
which hed bean occupying the adjoining Thule Building.

In 19609, the Thule and Alummer Buildings were acquired by Pason'sinc., sdlersof office fumiture and supplies. The
following year the Hummer Building wes sold gpart from the Thule Building. The Hummer hes pessed through three
owners batween 1983 and the present, and wes occupied by avariety of commerdia tenantsuntil it wes vacated in 2009.
In 2009/2010 the building wes renovated (Certified Rehabilitation) for office use and is currently occupied. Meanwhile,
Pdson'sInc. retained the Thule Building and continued to operate their business there until 2006, by which timethey hed
added aprinting department to the business. After the building wes sold in 2008 to 184 Main Sirest Assodates, the
printing busnesswas carried on by Alpha Graphics, who continuesto oocupy ore of the twofirst-floorcommerad
Foeoes A mgor renovation (Certified Rehabilitation) was completed in 2009, and the upperfloorsnow hold the
Worcegter Law Library.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)
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(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

All of the land indluded within the boundarieswas higtorically assodated with ether the Thule Building or the Fummer Building.

11. Form Prepared By
Chridine Beard, Tremont Preservation Sarvices, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director

nameftitle

organization Massechusdtts Historical Commission date December, 2010

street & number 220 Morrisssy Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470

city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125
e-mail chridinebeard(a),verizon.net

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

* Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

e Continuation Sheets

» Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)
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Submit dear and destriptive photographs. The sze df each imege mugt be 1600x1200 pixels a 300 ppi (pixds per inch)
or larger. Key dl photogrgphsto the sketch mep.

Name of Propaty: ThuleFlummer Buildings

City or Vidnity: Worcester

County: \WWoroester Sae MA
Photogrgpher: Chrisine Beard/Tremont Presarvation Sarvices

Date Photogrgphed: March, 2010 (Thule Building)
Septemba/October, 2010 (Flummer Building)

Dextription of Photograph(s) and number:

Photo Image Name Dexcription

lof 12 MA_Worcester(Worcester County)_ThulePlummerl.tif ~ Thule Building-view SV showing faBede (E
devation)

2o 12 MA_Worcester(Worcester County) ThulePlummer2tif ~ Thule Building-view NW showing S devation

3of 12 MA_Worcester(Worcester County)_ThulePlummer3tif  Thule Building-view E showing reer (W)
devation

Supplementd  photographs

4o 12 MA_Worcester(Worcester County) ThulePlummer4.tif Aummer Building-view W showing feBade (E
devation-right) and Thule Building- N
devation (left)

50f 12 MA_Worcester(Worcester County) ThulePlummer5tif  Flummer Building-view S showing N devation
of main block

6 of 12 MA_Worcester(Worcester County) ThulePliunmer6.tif ~ Flummer Building-view SA showing N
devation of rear addition

7o 12 MA_Worcester(Worcester County) ThulePlummer7tif  Flummer Building-view N showing S devation

Aummer Building-view E showing rear (W)
8of 12 MA_Worceser(Worceser County)_ThulePlummer8tif  eevation

Thule Building-view NE showing typica
9of 12 MA_Worcester(Worceser County) ThulePlummer9tif  conditions in historic E stairwell

Thule Building-view N showing typica
100of 2  MA_Worcester(Worcester County) ThulePlummeOtif  conditions in historic W stairwell
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12 of 12 MA_Worcester(Worcester County)_ThulePlummerl 2.tif

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name 134 Man Srest Assodates LLC
Sreat & numbea 184 Man Sredt
aty or tomn  Woroste

(Expires 5/31/2012)

Worcester, M\
County and State

Flummer Building-view SN showing typica
higtoricfinishesin main block

Fummer Building-view E showing typica
conditions in sairwell of the rear addition

tlephone
date MA zip code 01608

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviev*ng
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and review/ing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance IVlanagement. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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City of Worcester, Massachusetts

Peter B. Schneider J. Thomas Constantine
Chair Vice-Chair
RECEIVED
DEC 1 0 218
December 5, 2008 ANm.m.

MASS. HIST. COVWM

Ms. Betsy Friedberg

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Building

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

Please be advised that the Worcester Historical Commission voted 4-0 at its meeting on
October 23, 2008 to fully support the inclusion of the MACRIS-registered building
located at 184 Main Street, Worcester, Massachusetts on the National Register of
Historic Places. This building was formerly known as the Thule Building and Thule
Music Hall and included the Continental Hall, the Vasa Hall and the Svea Hall.

The Worcester Historical Commission was supportive in the past of the application
submitted by 184 Main Street Associates, LLC to receive Massachusetts Historic
Rehabilitation Tax Credits to restore this building because it constitutes an important
architectural asset of the City of Worcester.

Sincerely,

Peter B. Schneider
Chair

cc: Ann Lattlnville, MHC
Christine Beard, Tremont Preservation Services

Worcester Historical Commission
44 Front Street, Suite 510, Worcester, Massachusetts 01608
Telephone: (508) 799-1400 Fax: (508) 799-1393
E-Mail: plannina(a)ci.worcester.ma.u8
Website: www.ci.worcester.ma.us



The Commonwealth of M assachtitts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

December 23, 2010 JAN O3 im

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Register of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Thule-Plummer Buildings 180-184 Main Street, Worcester (Worcester County), MA

The nomination has bean voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been 9gned by the
SaeHistoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local
Government community of Worcester were notified of pending State Review Board condderation
60 to 90 days before the meating and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Ore letter of support has been received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc: Edgar Luna, Worceser CLG Coordinator
Christine Beard, Tremont Presarvation Sarvices
Deborah Packard, Presarvaion Worcester
184 Main Strest Associates LLC
Josph C. O'Brien, Mayor, City of Worceser
Peter Schneider, Worcester Historical Commission
Chair, Worcester Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617)727-5128
Www. Sec. state, ma. us'mhc



