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Private organization

Public

Original owner Jonathan Geen

DESCR PTT ON
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ARCHITECTURM SIGNIHCANCE (describe important architectural featvires and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within coramxmity)

The Jonathan Green House is one of only two strfuctures in Stoneham preserving a nearly intact
early eighteenth century form. (The other is the Minard-Souther-G.reen House #116.) Constructed
c. 1720, it is a five bay, center entry house of one room depth.whicJi rises two stories to a
pitched roof. The roof, now covered in asphalt, is pierced by a center chimney. One story ells
extend from the northeast and northwest corners of the.rear elevation. The house rests on a
granite foundation and is sheathed in clapboal*ds with a boxed cornice, simple corner boards and
slightly projecting window architraves. Sash is 12/8'at.the first story, 9/6 at the second
story and in the ells, and 6/6 in the attic gables. The entry is framed by strip pilasters, a
wide frieze board and a projecting lintel. The house faces south with its east end to

Perkins Street in a residential area of mi)*ed date.
i

HSTARCAL SANFCANCE (e™lain therole owers played i nlocal or state history
and hov, thebuilding relates tothe devel opnent of the community)

The Jonathan Geen House possesses integrity of location, design, material s and wgrknanshi p;

it 1ssignificant as one of Sonehams best preserved early houses and for its long term
associations with the promnent Geen famly. It neets criteria .B and. Cof the National Register
of Historic Places. . ' -

e of the best known historic houses in Soneham this residence i s connected with aninportant
founding famly. Geen Lane, now Perkins Street, appears on early naps with several Geen famly
houses along it. WIliamStevens, in the Hstory of Soneham w>ites:

"During the first century of the town, hardly any famly exerted a w der influence

or furnishednore leading citizens than the Geens . . . Jonathan Geen cane from

Mai den inthe earl){1 part of the eighteenth, century. FHomthen until now (1891)

the ol d honestead has been occupied in each generation by a Jonathan Geen . . ."A

Captain Jonathan Geen (1719-1795), Jonathan's son, was a del egate t othe Concord convention

of 1786, and to Boston in 1788 toratify the constitution. Sevens called Captain Geen "the .
nost active nan in Sonehamin public affairs." He was tow clerk.and- treasurer from 1748 to
1769. - S

According toan account of 1870, part of the house was used as a stable inthe eighteenth
century.

BE.J &R " and/ or FHFEHRENES

"Stevens, Hstory of Soneham p. 29.
Dean, Silas. History of Soneham 1870.
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Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited be\o\N
.Ssubstantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site
[U good [U ruins altered moved date.
e fair | 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if lcnown) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph
CH completeness

e clarity

| | alterations/integrity
e dates

|

| boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CU completeness

e clarity

[U applicable criteria

CU justification of areas checked

CU relating significance to the resource
CU context

CU relationship of integrity to significance
» justification of exception

CU other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

LU Maps
O Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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