FRM B - BUILDING MAY 22 199

ARRA RV HO.
MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICAL GCOMMISSON 326
80 BOYLSIDN  STREET
BCSIAV, VA 02116 (V/inchester, Mass. M.R.A))
Town WIN CHESTER

Address 8 Grove Street
Historic Mare Thomas Aver House

Phato (3"x3" or 3"x5". black ad

white) Indicate address of U= Present dwelling

property on back of photo.

Staple to left side of forn. Original dwelling
DESCRIPTION
Dae circa 185"
Source Walling Mayp of 1857
Style Italianate

: _ Architect unknown
Sketch Mg Drawv mp showing property's location _ _
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wdl Fabric clapboard

Outbuildings carriage house/c

Magor Alterations (with dates) ?ull-v;idth

open Dorch removed, later Colonial
evival entrance porch added; date ?
Condition

Excellent
Moved no Dae
Acege .81 acres
‘At1AN Setting Suburban residential along

earlv road to Medford.

UTM REFERENCE , Al'4X/0, " 00" 0 Recorded by Bettina Cooper. 3arolEly
USGS QUADRANGLE L B X/Al oA/ AN A SSe Organization Winchester Historical Gam
SCALE [ non Dae 11/78; rev, by H. White 10/8?



NATI N REG STER GRHER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e) v

The Thonas Ayer House is notable as a well-detailedexanple of an
Italianate residence of conservative design, built at the time of the
beginning of upper and ndddl e class suburban residential devel opmenti n
W nchester. The A?/er house i s also significant as the residence of Al bert
Ayer, a prom nent local citizen during the second half of the nineteenth
century. Therefore the Ayer House neets Criteria h and Cof the National
Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURAL S QN H CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns ov
other buildings within the comunity.

The Ayer House is a representative exanple of the type of house

built for prosperous Boston businessmen, who settled in Wnchester during
the first period of suburbanization, just after midcentury. Its setting
am dst expansive |andscaped grounds is typical. The Ayer house i s character-

ized by anoverall symmetry; i tis based on a rectangular plan, v;ith five-
bay facade organization. The gable roof has aridge parallel tothe street,
with gable ends and short gable returns. The eaves are enmbellished v/ith
paired brackets. There are twointerior chi rmeP/s of brick onthe ridge.
Fenestration consists of of six-over-six noveable sash withprojecting
lintels andsills. Facade wi ndows on the |ower story are full-height.

HISTORCAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history axd howv the
building relates to the devdopment of the corawnity.

The Thomes Ayer House was built circa 185" by Thomas Prentiss Ayer,
who was active in local affairs during the second half of the nineteenth
century. Ayer came to Winchester around 1850, during its early period
& suburbanization. At the time of the Civil War, Ayer presided over
a-tov/n meeting concerned with raising the required quota of draftees to
ce military  Ayer was also involved with a tc” water supply committee, "7
the tora hall building committee, and he petitioned for refbrm of the '
school curriculum. Ayer was the second president of the Winchester e 0
Savings Bank, which had been chartered in 1871. A member of the Board
¢ 700" 1861-62, he became a Representative to the General Court '
in_ 1880 Ayer's brother Albert lived in the house at 8 Brooks Street (#3"5)
(circa 1B65), a property contiguous with the Grove Street estate.

Thomes P. Ayer, 185793 =« t' e e - e ! . . "
Charles Jenkins, 1896-1908 - [-"-*r--.- -

. William Forbes, 1909-191/ ) ..
Cora Marsh, 1915-1917 "~ ey

. BEdward C. Mason, 1918-195I " - '

6: W. Lawrence Usher, 1952-1977 N o]

(OEN VI o

BBLIOCGRARHY and/or REHHRENES NNV Y/
Deeds.

History of 'Winchester, by H. Chgopman, 1936, pp.192, 196, 211, 220, 231, 251,
290, 291, 339.
V/inchester Archival Center, files.

8/85
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE
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REQUESTED ACTI O\ NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY  Ayer, Thonmas, House
NAME

MJLTI PLE W nchester MRA
NAME:

STATE & GANTY:  NASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED:. 5/ 22/ 89 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 6/ 06/ 89
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DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89000630

NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HR N PDI L: N PER OO N PRORAMUNAPPROVEDT N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

GOMMENT WA VER N

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 7~ 7 7N/ DATE -™""red i nthe
A_A | aUonai 2=-i"tar
ABSTRACT/ SUWARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CR TER A_
REVI EWER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments YN seeattached SLR Y/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON
count resource type

STATE/ FEDERAL ACENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCRI PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

descriptive text

S| GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statenent of Significance (in one paragraph)

sunmary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
GEORAPH CAL DATA
acreage Averbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANY! NG DOOUMENTATI QY PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS nmaps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER COMMENTTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to
Phone

Si gned Dat e









Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000303



