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Town 

(V/inchester, Mass. M.R.A.) 
WIN CHESTER 

Address 8 Grove Street 

Historic Mame Thomas Aver House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5". black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of forn. 

Sketch Map: Draw mp showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 

Use: Present dwel l ing 

Original dwel l ing 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c i rca 185^ 

Source 

Style 

Walling Map of 185^ 

Italianate 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings carriage house/c 

Major Alterations (with dates) ?u l l -v ; id th 

open Dorch removed, l a t e r Colonial 
Revival entrance porch added; date ? 
Condition 

Excel lent 

Moved no Date 

Acreage .81 acres 

' ^ ' 1 ^ Setting Suburban r e s i d e n t i a l along 

earlv road to Medford. 

UTM REFERENCE , Al'4X/0, ' OO^&O 

USGS QUADRANGLE L B X/Al ^roA/ A^ A SS • 

SCALE /• non 

Recorded by Bett ina Cooper. 3arolEly  

Organization Winchester H i s t o r i c a l Comm.  

Date 11/78; rev, by H. White 10/8? 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) v 

The Thomas Ayer House i s notable as a well-detailed example of an 
Italianate residence of conservative design, b u i l t at the time of the 
beginning of upper and mdddle class suburban r e s i d e n t i a l development i n 
Winchester. The Ayer house i s also s i g n i f i c a n t as the residence of Albert 
Ayer, a prominent l o c a l c i t i z e n during the second ha l f of the nineteenth 
century. Therefore the Ayer House meets C r i t e r i a h and C of the National 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

-V * 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms ov 
other buildings within the community. 

The Ayer House i s a representative example of the type of house 
b u i l t f o r prosperous Boston businessmen, who set t l e d i n Winchester during 
the f i r s t period of suburbanization, j u s t a f t e r mid century. I t s s e t t i n g 
amidst expansive landscaped grounds i s t y p i c a l . The Ayer house i s character­
ized by an o v e r a l l symmetry; i t i s based on a rectangular plan, v;ith f i v e -
bay facade organization. The gable roof has a ridge p a r a l l e l to the street, 
with gable ends and short gable returns. The eaves are embellished v/ith 
paired brackets. There are two i n t e r i o r chimneys of brick on the ridge. 
Fenestration consists of of six-over-six moveable sash with p r o j e c t i n g 
l i n t e l s and s i l l s . Facade windows on the lower story are f u l l - h e i g h t . 

'.. -y\ 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the corawnity. 

The Thomas Ayer House was b u i l t c i rca 185^ by Thomas Prentiss Ayer, 
who was act ive i n l o c a l a f f a i r s during the second h a l f of the nineteenth 
century. Ayer came to Winchester around I85O, during i t s ear ly per iod 

•Ox suburbanization. At the time of the C i v i l War, Ayer presided over 
a-tov/n meeting concerned w i t h r a i s i n g the required quota of draf tees to 
ohe m i l i t a r y Ayer was also involved w i t h a t c ^ water supply committee, ' '7 
the tora h a l l bu i ld ing committee, and he pe t i t i oned f o r refbrm of the ' 
school curriculum. Ayer was the second president of the Winchester • 0 
Savings Bank,_which had been chartered i n I 8 7 I . A member of the Board 
• ?oo^^ 1861-62, he became a Representative to the General Court ' 
in_1880 Ayer 's brother Alber t l i v e d i n the house a t 8 Brooks Street (#3^5) 
(c i rca 1B65), a property contiguous wi th the Grove Street estate. 

1. Thomas P. Ayer, 185^-93 • t ' •••• ' • . - • *' ' • • " 
2. Charles Jenkins, I896-I9O8 - j - " - * r--.- -. 
3. Will iam Forbes, 1909-191^ . . • 
4. Cora Marsh, I9I5-I917 "~ • v 
5. Edward C. Mason, I 9 I 8 - I 9 5 I " - ' 
6: W. Lawrence Usher, 1952-1977 ;̂  • ;1 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES -'• '̂̂ ^ '̂̂ ^ , ; . . . v_ ; ^ l ' . - . . ^ 
Deeds. 
History of 'Winchester, by H. Chapman, I936, pp.192, 196, 211, 220, 231, 251, 

290, 291, 339. 
V/inchester Arch iva l Center, f i l e s . 

8/85 
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