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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Chattanooga's Terminal Station is built in what might be called
a subdued Beaux Arts Classicism style. Dominating the red
brick structure is the center section with its massive arch
opening, said to be the largest brick arch in the world when
the station was built during the early 1900's. Decorative
brickwork and terra cotta details ornament the facade. The
interior of this section contains the main waiting room with
a domed and skylighted roof. Originally four large brass
chandeliers hung from the brightly painted ceiling. To con-
serve heat, the ceiling was lowered in 1961, but thls was
removed in the current renovation progross

Flanking the central section of the station are one-story wings
with arched openings. Rest rooms and other service areas were
located in the wings. The area leading to the tracks is
covered. In the railroad yard are butterfly sheds built to

provide protection for passengers walking along the train tracks.

Numerous one and two-story simple brick structures used for
operational and maintenance purposes enclose the northern and
southern edges of the tracks.

Terminal Station is located on a large piece of property--
originally over 23 acres--in what is presently a deteriorating
commercial district. Since August, 1970, the building has not
been used.
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STAT MENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The first train to enter Chattanooga was in the early 1850's
and from then on, the city became a major transportation center.
Several train stations were built in the city including the
Union Depot, which is on the National Register. The grandest
of these buildings was the Terminal Station complex built
between 1906 and 1908, by Southern Railway at a cost of over
$1% million. During its heyday, some seventeen trains ori-
ginated at this station.

New York architect Dnn Barhev designed the Terminal Station.
In 1900, when a stuaeut ac the Ecole des beaux-arts in Paris,
Barber won the prize in a competition for the best-designed
railroad station for a large city. This was the design sub-
mitted to Southern Railway officials who accepted Barber's
exterior plans, but asked the architect to alter the interior
design to conform with the interior of the National Park Bank
of New York City.

The most distinguising architectural feature of the building

was the brick arch framing the main entrance. Brick for the
structure was supplied by the Robbins, Tennessee, plant of the
Southern Clay Manufacturing Company. Construction began in fall,
1906, and in June, 1908, there was a public viewing of the
completed buildings. A court battle attempting to force the
railroad to build overpasses at certain crossings to protect
neighborhood residents prevented the station from operating
until December 1, 1909.

Local businessmen formed Chattanooga Choo Choo, Inc. for the purpos
of purchasing and developing a multimillion-dollar vacation-type
inak—Station structures as well

complex utilizing the present Termj;
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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