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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Little American Mine is located on a three acre island in Rainy 
Lake approximately eleven miles east of International Falls, Minnesota. 
The island is overgrown with brush, jack pine and poplar and appears to 
be used most commonly by occasional campers and picnickers. The site is 
accessible by boat with the best landing area on the south shore at a 
spoil dump remaining from the mining operations.

Remains of the mine consist of several shafts and scattered fragments 
of mine machinery. Two major excavations are visible; a vertical, 
cribbed shaft and a horizontal adit. The adit is partially filled with 
water which prevented the recording of measurements during the field 
visit. The vertical shaft, which measures 7 by 11 feet, is filled with 
debris to about 15 feet from its top. Other excavations are visible 
but appear to be open pit and not of any great depth. A reconnaissance 
of the island failed to discover any rb«-%lding remains.

Mining operations began at the Little American late in t§93 following 
the discovery of gold on the western side of the island by a prospector. 
He could not obtain financial backing to mine the ore and sold the 
property to a group of Duluth businessmen. This company began operation 
in January, 1894 with a small crew opening an adit along the original 
strike. A stamp mill, to extract the gold from the quartz, was built 
at Rainy Lake City about one mile east of the mine. By July of that 
year the mill was processing ore valued at $30 per ton.

Because the initial operation proved promising the company opened 
a vertical shaft to the 45 foot level from which drifts were extended 
to mine the exposed ore. This expansion resulted in the construction of 
a bunkhouse, shafthouse, headquarters building and several other smaller 
structures on the island. Loading facilities were also built along the 
south shore to speed transport of gold bearing rock to the stamp mill. 
Even though the ore assayed at $30 a ton and more the mine was closed 
due to improper administration.

Shortly after its closing a lawsuit between partners resulted in: 
stoppage of all developments at the mine until late in 1895. Work began 
again under new management but the ore was of lower quality than 
anticipated and operations closed in December. The mine was opened 
again in 1896 operating sporadically throughout that year. By the end 
of 1897 a small but steady profit was being produced and the Little 
American appeared ready to prove its worth to investors. A short halt 
at Christmas resulted in permanent closure however and equipment was 
transferred to other mines nearby.

Two further attempts were made to reopen the Little American; once 
in 1901 and again in the 1920s. Neither of these attempts was successful 
and the shafts eventually filled with water. It was noted during the 
latter attempt that machinery was still in place on the lower levels 
of the mine and did not appear to have been badly damaged by water.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Little American Mine is the only gold mine in Minnesota known 
to have produced a profit during its period of operation. The mine's 
discovery resulted in the 189^ gold rush and was a factor in the rapid 
settlement of the Rainy Lake 1 region during that period. The impact of 
the Little American was felt } primarily in the town of Rainy Lake City 
which had sprung up near the mine.

The Little American operated during the period 1893-1898 producing 
ore that assayed from 18-300 dollars a ton. The average value was 
just over $30 per ton which represented a profit of about $12 a ton. 
The operators were not experienced miners however and the profits were 
wiped out through speculative investments and bad mining techniques. 
Several companies attempted to mine the location and even though the 
ore was productive a rich vein never was found and the mine subsequently 
shut down.

A direct result of the mine closure was the abandonment of Rainy 
Lake City. This town slowly disappeared between 1898 and 1901 due to 
the failure of the mine. Some buildings were moved twelve miles west 
to the new town of Koochiching (International Falls) while others fell 
into disrepair. The mine and town both demonstrate little indication 
that human occupation was ever very extensive. Even though the Little 
American never lived up to its believed potential its impact was 
felt in the region through the settlers who came to mine and remained 
to exploit the other resources available. The Little American's 
greatest influence in the mining industry occurred further north, 
in Cansida, where the major gold fields were found to exist.
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Note: These changes apply to 
Little America Mine in Koochiching 
County, Minnesota.

REFERENCE NUMBER: 75000226

STATE: MINNESOTA

COUNTY: Koochiching

RESOURCE NAME (HISTORIC) : Little American Mine

CITY:

VICINITY OF: Island View

ADDRESS: off Mn. Hwy. 11 in Voyageurs National Park

CERTIFICATION DATE:

REMOVED DATE:

COMMENTS:

7n. JUN I 7 1988
Nina M. Archabal Date 
State Historic Preservation Officer
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REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

Little American MinePROPERTY 
NAME:

MULTIPLE 
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: MINNESOTA, Koochiching

DATE RECEIVED: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

DATE OF PENDING LIST:
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 8/02/06

REFERENCE NUMBER: 75000226

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OTHER: N PDIL: 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE:

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

__ACCEPT __RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N
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REVIEWER
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DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.



NFS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 
(Rev. 8-86)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register Of Historic Places Little American Mine__________________________
Continuation Sheet Name of property

Koochiching County, MN
County and State 

Section 2 Page 1

Reference Number: 75000226

State: Minnesota (MN)

County: Koochiching (071)

Resource Name (Historic): Little American Mine

Location, Street & Number: on Little American Island in Rainy Lake in Voyageurs National 
Park and Unorganized Territory

Comments: Island View disbanded as a city

Britta L Bloomberg U 'Date 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer


