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T. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance o this area. <

I nman Square i s the only nineteenth century commercial square

in Canbridge which isvirtually intact and retains i s early character
dbix A and appearance. Today, Inman Square, known as Atwood's Corner until

1875, i s the commercial hub of the area known as the Hanpshire

Triangle. The key elements of Inman Square's nineteenth century street-

scape and the proposed National Register District are the M ddl esex

Bank Building (1874), the Waite Building (1855-57), a.Qeen Anne conmer-

cial/residential block (1894), and the Inman Square' Fire Station

e ' - 1912). The Waite Building and the M ddl esex Bank Building are hand- o4
sone Greek Revival commercial buildings of a type once common i n
commercial districts of New England cities. .
1. Waite Building (1855-57), 1368 Canbridge Street-; 7 ; ', .V

'-Tne Waite Building has been a prom nent Inman Square |andmark for
125 years. This md-nineteenthcentury commercial structure occupies
a triangular | ot at the intersection of Canbridge and Hanpshire
Streets, directly south of the Cambridge-Somerville line. The .
Waite Building was built for Charles Waite, a property owner with
extensive holdings inthe Inman Sc{_uare area that included nost of the
I nman Square frontages. Waite's ownership of these parcels can be
traced back to the 1840s. Waite was a dry goods importer, whose own, »
residence stood nearby at the corner of Cak and Hampshire Streets,
opposite the Waite Building. The Waite family heirs retained possession
of a nunmber of these properties until World Var II.;

2. M ddl esex Bank Building (1874), 1374-85 Canbridge Street;

The M ddl esex Bank Building i s an important vestige of the
commercial vitality of Inman Square during the last quarter of the
nineteenth century. |tslarge scale and domnant siting have nade
this building a highly visible landmark for over 100 years.

3. Inman Square Fire Station (1912), corner of Hampchire and Canbridge
Streets (Newhall 8 Blevins, architects):

The I nman Square Fire Station i s distinguished by an unusua
series of terra cotta panels on the facade depicting the devel opment

8 Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.
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of thefire engine. The panels illustrate thehistory of fire fighting

techniques from theearly use of hand-drawn punps t olater motor-driven
trucks. This i sparticularly significant since thelnman Square Fire
Station was t he home of Canbridge's first motor-driven fire-fighting
aPparatus. The panels were t hework of theAtlantic Terra Cotta GConpany
of New York, who based their designs onold prints and photographs.

Engi ne Conpany #5, organized i n1874, i sbased at this station.

4. Queen Anne Oormewi a'I / Il?elsi dentli al . Bl [ock (1894) » 135 3-69 Canbri dge

-XStreet-~ . o - SIS

The last of thefour keyelements i nt helnman Square National
Regi ster District i sa two-story, gable-roofed commercial/residential
block, with four storefronts at t heground |level and apartments on
the upper floor. Noteworthy Queen Anne features include thesolid barge-
boards with bosses i nthedormers androof gables, andthe decorative
atterned wood shingles ontheupper story. The building i sremarkable
or itsunchanged aBPearance; I tretains 1 tsoriginal storefronts,
including |arge doubl e—hung di splay w ndows.

The Inman Square National Register District includes properties
at theintersectionof Hanpshire, Canbridge and Inman Streets (see
Canbridge Community Devel opment P. 0 Quad Map 5). Boundaries were
chosen t oinclude theearly nineteenth century commerci al
buildings i nthis area.
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