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t. ..... 

' - T. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. <•' 

Inman Square i s the only n i n e t e e n t h century commercial square 
i n Cambridge which i s v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t and r e t a i n s i s e a r l y character 

:i!!.ri>* ̂  and appearance. Today, Inman Square, known as Atwood's Corner u n t i l 
187 5, i s the commercial hub o f the area known as the Hampshire 
Tr i a n g l e . The key elements o f Inman Square's nine t e e n t h century s t r e e t ­
scape and the proposed N a t i o n a l Register D i s t r i c t are the Middlesex 
Bank B u i l d i n g (1874), the Waite B u i l d i n g (1855-57), a .Queen Anne commer­
c i a l / r e s i d e n t i a l block (1894), and the Inman Square'Fire S t a t i o n 

• ' - 1912). The Waite B u i l d i n g and the Middlesex Bank B u i l d i n g are hand­
some Greek Revival commercial b u i l d i n g s of a type once common i n 
commercial d i s t r i c t s o f New England c i t i e s . • 

1. Waite B u i l d i n g (1855-57), 1368 Cambridge Street-; 7 ; ' , . .V 

.* 4 

'-The Waite B u i l d i n g has been a prominent Inman Square landmark f o r 
12 5 years. This mid-nineteenth century commercial s t r u c t u r e occupies 
a t r i a n g u l a r l o t at the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Cambridge and Hampshire 
St r e e t s , d i r e c t l y south of the Cambridge-Somerville l i n e . The • .. 
Waite B u i l d i n g was b u i l t f o r Charles Waite, a property owner w i t h 
extensive holdings i n the Inman Sc{_uare area t h a t i n c l u d e d most of the 
Inman Square f r o n t a g e s . Waite's ownership of these parcels can be 
traced back t o the 1840s. Waite was a dry goods i m p o r t e r , whose own,» 
residence stood nearby at the corner o f Oak and Hampshire S t r e e t s , 
opposite the Waite B u i l d i n g . The Waite f a m i l y h e i r s r e t a i n e d possession 
of a number of these p r o p e r t i e s u n t i l World War I I . ; . . 

2. Middlesex Bank B u i l d i n g (1874), 1374-85 Cambridge S t r e e t ; 

The Middlesex Bank B u i l d i n g i s an important v e s t i g e o f the 
commercial v i t a l i t y o f Inman Square during the l a s t q u a r t e r o f the 
nineteenth century. I t s large scale and dominant s i t i n g have made 
t h i s b u i l d i n g a h i g h l y v i s i b l e landmark f o r over 100 years. 

3. Inman Square F i r e S t a t i o n (1912) , corner of Hampchire and Cambridge  
Streets (Newhall 8 B l e v i n s , a r c h i t e c t s ) : 

The Inman Square F i r e S t a t i o n i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by an unusual 
series o f t e r r a c o t t a panels on the facade d e p i c t i n g the development 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 
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Inman Square Fire Station - cont 'd.: • • " ' 

of the f i r e engine. The panels i l l u s t r a t e the h i s t o r y of f i r e f i g h t i n g 
techniques from the early use of hand-drawn pumps to l a t e r motor-driven 
trucks. This i s p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t since the Inman Square Fire 
Station was the home of Cambridge's f i r s t motor-driven f i r e - f i g h t i n g 
apparatus. The panels were the work of the A t l a n t i c Terra Cotta Company 
of New York, who based t h e i r designs on old p r i n t s and photographs. 
Engine Company #5, organized i n 1874, i s based at t h i s s t a t i o n . 

4. Queen Anne Commercial/Residential Block (1894)» 135 3-69 Cambridge 
-xStreet-~ '' '• '• -' ' ; . • - ' '. [ 

The l a s t of the four key elements i n the Inman Square National 
Register D i s t r i c t i s a two-story, gable-roofed commercial/residential 
block, with four storefronts at the ground le v e l and apartments on 
the upper f l o o r . Noteworthy Queen Anne features include the s o l i d barge­
boards with bosses i n the dormers and roof gables, and the decorative 
patterned wood shingles on the upper story. The bu i l d i n g i s remarkable 
f o r i t s unchanged appearance; i t retains i t s o r i g i n a l s t o r e f r o n t s , 
including large double—hung display windows. 

The Inman Square National Register D i s t r i c t includes properties 
at the intersection of Hampshire, Cambridge and Inman Streets (see 
Cambridge Community Development P. D. Quad Map 5). Boundaries were 
chosen to include the early nineteenth century commercial 
buildings i n t h i s area. 
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