


Rockland High School, Rockland, MA 
6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
E d u c a t i o n : Secondary Schoo l 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
E d u c a t i o n : Secondary Schoo l 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) ' ' 

Late 19th & Early 20th Century Revival 
Colonial Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation G r a n i t e 
walls _ Red Brick 

roof _ 
other. 

Slate 
Cast Stone / Tinted Mortar 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Rockland High School, built in 1908, is located at 394 Union Street In 
Rockland, Massachusetts. The stretch of Union Street that constitutes the 
town's commercial center (between Water Street and North Street) a scattered 
collection of commercial buildings, many of which are converted nineteenth \ 
century residential buildings or mid-twentieth century construction. Although 
there are other historic properties In the immediate vicinity, a cohesive 
district does not survive. The secondary streets surrounding the commercial 
center are residential in character, comprised primarily of late-nineteenth 
and early twentieth century buildings of modest style. The school is two . 
stories In height, rectangular in plan, and rises to a slate-covered hip roof, 
to which shed dormers have been added at each elevation. The main block of 
the building is 102' wide and 80' deep, while the original near ell is 40'wide 
by 27' deep. Designed In the Colonial Revival style, the school is 
constructed of red brick set with a tinted mortar and is trimmed with cast 
stone elements. , . ^ 

The school is set back approximately 120 feet from Union Street, and is 
centered on Its 59,072-square-foot lot, which Is nearly rectangular. Behind 
the school the lot slopes sharply downward. Much of the front yard has been 
paved for parking. A three-story aluminum-clad addition was constructed at 
the rear elevation in 1973. 

The facade (east elevation) is composed symmetrically around a central . r . . c 
pavilion which contains the school's main entry. Within the pavilion two 
monumental Ionic columns and two wide brick piers support a pediment with wide 
dentil led cornices. The main entry, consisting of modern aluminum doors 
beneath the original four-part ornamental transom, is set within a wooden 
enframement formed by bracketed pilasters supporting a shallow hood. Flanking 
the entry are two window openings, each contains a two-pane fixed sash and a 
two-pane fixed transom above an narrow operable panel. On the second story, 
the pavilion has five windows, each of which contains a single-pane fixed sash 
and transom above an operable panel. All window openings are framed by cast 
stone s i l l s and brick heads with cast stone keystones. 
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Two identical wings flank the central pavilion. Both wings have three bays 
with one window opening on each story (including the basement). Windows at 
the first and second story are identical to those at first story of the 
pavilion. 

The north and south elevations are nearly Identical, each has symmetrical 
fenestration and detaining identical to that of the facade. 

As originally constructed the basement contained the gymnasium, locker rooms 
and manual training rooms. At the upper stories, classrooms and offices 
extended off a wide central corridor, running north to south. At the first 
story, the principal and superintendent of schools each had an office on 
either side of the entry vestibule. An assembly hall was located on the west 
side of the corridor with the rear ell. The second story housed the library 
and four large classrooms. The third story was taken up by commercial and 
scientific laboratories. 

The interior has recently been altered and the building converted to a center 
for handicapped children. Although surface treatments have been changed the 
arrangement of spaces within the building remains. Within the classrooms, 
chalkboards, wood trim, crown molding, and tin ceilings remain. The three 
entrance vestibules retain panelled wall finishes and original door surrounds. 

Continued 
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Archeological Statement 

No prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property or in the town of 
Rockland. The lack of sites likely results from underreporting, more sites 
probably exist. In general, however, the potential for prehistoric or 
historic sites seem low as a result of the rather small size of the parcel 
(approximately 1.36 acres), the size of the school and its Impact on the 
property, paving in front of the school and because the land behind the school 
slopes sharply downward. 



Rockland High School, Rockland, MA 

8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

, O nationally Q statewide [x] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria S H A O B [XHC I |D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A I |B I |C I |D I IE | |F I |G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance , Significant Dates 
Architecture 100^^-1939 
Education 

Cultural Affiliation 
—N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 

. —Coopor & Bailey 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Rockland High School possesses integr i ty of design, sett ing, materials, 
workmanship, and association with the development of Rockland (formerly East 
Abington) as an independent town. In addit ion, the school is one of 
Rockland's most Impressive architectural examples having been designed by 
Frank Irving Cooper, one of New England's most prominent architects of 
educational buildings. The Rockland High School is of local significance and 
meets c r i te r ia A and C for the National Register of Historic Places. 

Rockland is a town occupying about ten square miles, located approximately 
twenty miles southeast of Boston. Prior to 1874, Rockland formed the east 
Ward of the town of Abington and was known as East Abington. Settled in the 
late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, the area was attract ive for 
I ts rich woodlands and developed a lumber Industry early in i t s history. The 
shoe manufacturing Industry f i r s t appeared in Rockland in the late eighteenth 
century and became the focus of the community's economy by the mid-nineteenth 
century. 

Rockland was Incorporated in 1874 as the result of a dispute over the 
construction of an expensive school building in Abington Center in 1871 and 
the bel ief that East Abington could develop Into a more successful industrial 
community I f separate from Abington. The late nineteenth and early twenieth 
centuries saw the continued dominance of the shoe industry with fewer, but 
larger, manufacturers and an Increase in related industries such as the 
Thompson Shoe Shine Factory and S. E. Packard & Sons paper box factory. 
Rockland's most prosperous period included the years leading up to and 
including World War I . The subsequent years of the Great Depression resulted 
in the decline of the local shoe industry. 

At the time that Rockland was Incorporated there were approximately 4300 
residents. A count of the school houses existing in the town at that time 
revealed eight, only one of which had a high school program. The new town's 
concern for proper education is reflected In the earl iest by-laws which state 
that "habitual truants" between the ages of 7 and 15 were to be punished by a 
fine of up to $20 or committed to "such inst i tut ions Q^n^^/i^'tiPfl,8||reJ5[°'^s® 
of reformation" as the town should choose. In the town appropriations for 
1875, $1,800 was set aside for the construction of a new school house. This 
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I I See continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
1 1 recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

gState historic preservation office 
Other State agency 

I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University - , -

• other 
Specify repository: 

Mass. Historical Commission 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property 1.25 Acres (59,072 sq. f t . ) 

USGS Quad: Weymouth. MA 
UTM References 
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I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Begining at a point on the west side of Union Street 130 feet north of i t s intersection 
with Belmont Street, running north 140 feet, then west approximately 425 feet, then south 
approximately 144 feet, then east approximately 405 feet to Union Street and the begining. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the present lot on which the Rockland High School stands. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Christine Scott Board» Preservation ConBultant w/ Betsy Friedbeig NR Director at MHC 
organization Masg. Hi«;̂ t̂l-̂ r̂al Commls&ioa-
street & number «n Rr.yisi-on St 
city or town Boston 

. date 

. telephone 

. state . zip code 02116 
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one-room wooden school building was constructed near the junction of Central 
and Centre Streets to house a "mixed" or ungraded group of children. Nearly 
40 students of grades 1 through 4, taught by one teacher, were In regular 
attendance. The period from 1874 to 1898 was characterized by a desperate 
race to provide facilities for the rapidly growing school population. In 1880 
a second story was added to the existing Primary school at 76 Summit Street, 
in order to house a grammar class. By 1884 additional grammar school space 
was needed and the the second floor of the former I. & N. S. Jenkins shoe 
factory, located behind 58 Union Street, was rented at this time. In 1886 the 
growing need additional Primary, Intermediate, and Grammar classes resulted in 
the construction of a one room school house at the corner of Howard and Church 
Streets. In 1890 one of the small schools which had been erected in 1853 was 
destroyed by fire. In its place the Gleason School was constructed , a 
two-story, two-room school house. It was not until 1893 that the crowded 
conditions finally caused the town to erect a High School building. The 
so-called "Lincoln Building" was built on the corner of Church and Howard 
Streets. 

By the turn of the century, there were approximately 900 children in Rockland 
between the ages of 5 and 15 who were being educated in the local school 
system. A 1903 map of Rockland shows 11 school buildings in use, all of which 
were constructed prior to 1893. In a town meeting on March 2, 1903, residents 
voted an appropriation of $60,000 to erect a new High School building which 
would then permit shifting of the lower grades to the Lincoln Building, and 
both the Gleason and "Church Street" buildings could bie relegated to disuse. 
A committee of five residents was named to select an appropriate site for the 
new school; the committee included Daniel M. O'Brien, Frank A. Sheldon, Frank 
P. Lewis, James W. Spence, and Alfred W. Donovan. Of the five locations 
recommended, the Handel Pool lot, located on the west side of Union Street 
between North Avenue and Belmont Street, was chosen "by a decisive expression 
of preference". 

Continued 
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The committee secured the Boston architectural firm of Cooper & Bailey for the 
design of the new Rockland High School. Frank Irving Cooper, principal of the 
architectual firm, was widely known throughout New England as an expert in 
school design. Cooper obtained his architectural training in the office of 
Henry H. Richardson and later worked as a draftsman in the Boston office of 
Henry Ban Brunt and with the firm of Shipley, Rutan & Coolidge. In 1890 
Cooper opened his first office in Pittsburgh where he was employed by George 
Westinghouse to design an Industrial building. He returned to Boston two 
years later, upon receiving a commission to design the Bristol County Court 
House in Taunton, MA. He continued to practice independently until 1899 when 
he formed a partnership with Elmer Smith Bailey. Cooper & Bailey worked in 
association until 1914. In 1916 Cooper established the Frank Irving Cooper 
Corporation which operated until his death in 1933. Thoughout his career. 
Cooper designed an impressive number of public and educational buildings, 
comprising public halls, college buildings, dormitories, administration 
buildings and about two hundred elementary and high schools throughout New 
England. Among his works are: the Public Library at Medford, Massachusetts; 
Clark Pathological Laboratory at Amherst College; Weaver and Buckley High 
Schools at Hartford, Connecticut; High School at Bristol, Rhode Island; High 
Schools at Bennington, Vermont, Lancaster and Claremont, New Hampshire, 
Beverly, Brockton and Peabody, Massachusetts and at Stratford, Simbury and 
Norwalk, Connecticut, together with many intermediate grade school in various 
locations. * . ' ' ZT.'. ' " . . 

The three-story brick building which Cooper & Bailey designed for Rockland was 
the town's first brick school house. Builders Mead, Mason & Company were 
awarded the general contract for $51,200. Ground was broken on August 12, 
1908 and the cornerstone was laid on October 21st. By October 1909, the 
building was ready or occupancy. -

The school is one of the town's finest architectural monuments and an 
excellent example of Colonial Revival style design, with its pedimented 
pavilion, Ionic columns, keystones and full cornice. 
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February 2, 1989 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms: 

The Rockland High School, Rockland, MA 
The Rockland Trust Company, Rockland, MA 
Lower Union Street, Historic District, Rockland, MA 
The Phoenix Building, Rockland, MA 
The Rockland Memorial Library, Rockland, MA 
The Pond Hill School, Wellfleet, MA 

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached 
to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg ^ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation OJficer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


