


Rockl and H gh School, Rockland, M
6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Education: Secondary School Education: Secondary School

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions) "
foundation Granite
Late 19th & Early 20th Century Revival walls Red Brick
Col oni al Revival B

roof _ Slate
other. Cast Stone / Tinted Mortar

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Rockland High School, built in 1908, is located at 394 Union Street In
Rockland, Massachusetts. The stretch of Union Street that constitutes the
town's commercial center (between Water Street and North Street) a scattered
collection of commercial buildings, many of which are converted nineteenth \
century residential buildings or mid-twentieth century construction. Although
there are other historic properties In the immediate vicinity, acohesive
district does not survive. The secondary streets surrounding the commercial
center are residential in character, comprised primarily of late-nineteenth
and early twentieth century buildings of modest style. The school is two .
stories In height, rectangular in plan, and rises to a slate-covered hip roof,
to which shed dormers have been added at each elevation. The main block of
the building is 102" wide and 80" deep, while the original near ell is 40'wide
by 27' deep. Designed In the Colonial Revival style, the school is
constructed of red brick set with a tinted mortar and is trimmed with cast
stone elements. . N

The school is set back approximately 120 feet from Union Street, and is
centered on Its 59,072-square-foot lot, which Is nearly rectangular. Behind
the school the lot slopes sharply downward. Much of the front yard has been
paved for parking. A three-story aluminum-clad addition was constructed at
the rear elevation in 1973.

The facade (east elevation) is composed symmetrically around a central .r..c
pavilion which contains the school's main entry. Within the pavilion two
monumental lonic columns and two wide brick piers support a pediment with wide
dentil led cornices. The main entry, consisting of modern aluminum doors
beneath the original four-part ornamental transom, is set within a wooden
enframement formed by bracketed pilasters supporting a shallow hood. Flanking
the entry are two window openings, each contains a two-pane fixed sash and a
two-pane fixed transom above an narrow operable panel. On the second story,
the pavilion has five windows, each of which contains a single-pane fixed sash
and transom above an operable panel. All window openings are framed by cast
stone sills and brick heads with cast stone keystones.
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Tvo identical wngs flank the central pavilion. Both wngs have three bays
wth one wndowopening on each story (including the basenent). Widows at
the.{[rst ad second story are identical to those at first story of the
pavi | i on.

The north and south elevations are nearly I|dentical, each has symmetrical
fenestration and detaining identical to that of the facade.

As originally constructed the basenent contained the gynmasi um |ocker roons
ad nanual training roons. A the upper stories, classroons and of fices
extended off a wde central corridor, running north to south. A the first
story, the principal and superintendent of schools each had an office on
either side of the entry vestibule. Anassenbly hall vas located on the west
side of the corridor wth the rear ell. The second story housed the |ibrar
ad four large classroons. The third story vas taken yo by cormercial
scientific laboratories.

The interior has recently been altered ad the building converted to a center
for handi capped children. Athough surface treatnents have been changed the
arrangenent of spaces wthin the building remains. Wthin the classroons,
chal kboards, vood trim crowmn nolding, ad tinceilings renain. The three
entrance vestibules retain panelled wall finishes axd original door surrounds.

Conti nued
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Archeol ogi cal S at enent

N prehistoric sites are currently recorded onthe property or inthetom of
Rockland.  The lack of sites |ikely results fromunderreporting, nare sites
robably exist. Ingeneral, honever, thepotential for prehistoric or
istoric sites seemlowas aresult of therather snall size of the parcel
(approxinately 1 36 acres), thesize of theschool andits Inpact on the
property, paving in front of the school and because theland behind the school
sl opes sharply dowward



Rockl and Hi gh School, Rockland, M

8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

O nationally Q statewide [x] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria SHA O B [XHC | |D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | |[A | |[B | |C | |[D I IE | |[F I |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance , Significant Dates
Architecture 100" -1939

Education

Cultural Affiliation
—N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
. —€oopor & Bailey

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Rockland High School possesses integrity of design, setting, materials,
workmanship, and association with the development of Rockland (formerly East
Abington) as an independent town. In addition, the school is one of
Rockland's most Impressive architectural examples having been designed by
Frank Irving Cooper, one of New England's most prominent architects of
educational buildings. The Rockland High School is of local significance and
meets criteria A and C for the National Register of Historic Places.

Rockland is a town occupying about ten square miles, located approximately
twenty miles southeast of Boston. Prior to 1874, Rockland formed the east
Ward of the town of Abington and was known as East Abington. Settled in the
late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, the area was attractive for
Its rich woodlands and developed a lumber Industry early in its history. The
shoe manufacturing Industry first appeared in Rockland in the late eighteenth
century and became the focus of the community's economy by the mid-nineteenth
century.

Rockland was Incorporated in 1874 as the result of a dispute over the
construction of an expensive school building in Abington Center in 1871 and
the belief that East Abington could develop Into a more successful industrial
community If separate from Abington. The late nineteenth and early twenieth
centuries saw the continued dominance of the shoe industry with fewer, but
larger, manufacturers and an Increase in related industries such as the
Thompson Shoe Shine Factory and S. E. Packard & Sons paper box factory.
Rockland's most prosperous period included the years leading up to and
including World War I. The subsequent years of the Great Depression resulted
in the decline of the local shoe industry.

At the time that Rockland was Incorporated there were approximately 4300
residents. A count of the school houses existing in the town at that time
revealed eight, only one of which had a high school program. The new town's
concern for proper education is reflected In the earliest by-laws which state
that "habitual truants" between the ages of 7 and 15 were to be punished by a
fine of up to $20 or committed to "such institutions Q™ n""ViNtiPfl,8|[reJ5[°"\s®
of reformation" as the town should choose. In the town appropriations for
1875, $1,800 was set aside for the construction of a new school house. This
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| | See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

I Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested g State historic preservation office
| previously listed in the National Register Other State agency

|

| I previously determined eligible by the National Register | | Federal agency

| ldesignated a National Historic Landmark | ILocal government

1 1recorded by Historic American Buildings I IUniversity - -
L]

Qrvey # other _
| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Soadfy repastary: o
Record # Mass. Historical Commisson

10. Geographical Data
Aceged prapaty  1.25 Acres (59,072 sg. ft.)

USGS Quad: Véyrout h. M\
UTM References

ALU 5 1B2O0 | 14i6l6i7 8i6inl B . L
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cLiJ M 11 .11 La » 3 L DuJ 11 .1 .~ [

| |See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Begining at a point on the west side of Union Street 130 feet north of itsintersection
with Belmont Street, running north 140 feet, then west approximately 425 feet, then south
approximately 144 feet, then east approximtely 405 feet to Union Street and the begining.

| 1See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the present | ot on which the Rockland H gh School stands.

| 1See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nametite Christine Scott Board» Preservation ConBultant w/ Betsy Friedbeig NR Director at MHC
oganization Masg. Hik MtMra  Commis&ioa- . date

dreg & numba «n Rr.yis-on St . telephone _
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one-roomwwoden school  bui | ding vas constructed near the quncti on of Central
axd CGentre Streets to house a "mixed’ or ungraded group of children. Nearly
40 students of grades 1 through 4, taught by one teacher, were Inregul ar
attendance. The period from1874 to 1398 was characterized by a desperate
race to provide facilities for the rapidly growng school population. In 1880
a second story was added to the existing Pinary school at 76 Sunmt Street,
in order to house a grammar cl ass. addi tional granmar school space
vas needed and the the second floor of the former |. & N S Jenkins shoe
factory, located behind 58 Lhion Street, vas rented at this tine. In 18% the
growng need additional Prinary, Internediate, and Gammar classes resulted in
the construction of a ore rcomschool house at the corner of Hovard axd Church
Streets. In 180 one of the small schools which had been erected in 1853 vas
destroyed by fire. Inits place the Geason Shool was constructed , a
two-story, two-roomschool house. |t was not until 1893 that the cronded
conditions finally caused the tom to erect a Hgh Shool building. The
gto-caltled "Lincol'n Building" vas built on the corner of Church Hoverd
reets.

B/ the turn of the century, there were approxinately 900 childrenin Rockl and
between the ages of 5 and 15 wo were being educatéd in the local school
system A 1903 rap of Rockland shows 11 school buildings in use, all of which
were constructed prior to 1893,  In a towm neeting on Mrch 2, 1903 residents
voted an appropriation of $60,000 to erect a new Hgh Shool bw!dl ng whi ch
would then permt shifting of the IO\Aer_Prades to the Lincoln Building, ad
both the Geason and "Church Street” buil'dings could ke rel egated to di suse.
A coomttee of five residentsves nenad to select an appropriate site for the
new school ; the coomttee included Daniel M OBrien, Hank A Shel don, Frank
P Lews, Janes W Spence, ad Afred W Donovan. G the fivelocations
reconnended, the Haindel Rod [ot, |ocated on the west side of Lhion Street
b}gtvee}p North Arenue and Belnont Street, vas chosen "by a deci sive expression
of preference".

Cont i nued
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The conmttee secured the Boston architectural firmof Goper & Bailey for the
design of the rnew Rockland Hgh School .  Frank |I’VIE% (oper, principal of the
architectual firm was wdely known throughout Nw England as an expert in
school design. (oper obtained his architectural trarning inthe office of
Hiry H Rchardson ad later worked as a draftsnan in the Boston office of
Hery Bg})er%nth_ar?.w%h ]th_e flrm%ftglll:)ple wlganrga (ool i dge. e&nw%gor
(boPer isfirst office in sbur e he vas
Vst nghouse to design an Industrial buil d(i]n . ke returnegnr)looé)ston tvo *
years later, upon receiving a conmssion to design the Bristol Gunty Court
House in Taunton, M H continued to practice 1ndependent! ga until 1899 when
he forned a partnershipwth Hner Smth Bailey. & Bailey workedin
association until 1914, 1n 1916 Qoper established the Frank Irving Goper
Qorporation which operated until his death in 1933, Thoughout his career.

r designed an 1npressive nunler of public and educational buildings,
conprising public halls, collgge bui [ dings, dormtories, admnistration
bui | dings and about two hundred el enentary and high school s throughout Nw
England. Aang his works are: the Public Library at Mdford, Massachusetts;
Jark Pathol ogical Laboratory at Anmerst Col | ege; Velaver and Buckl ey Hgh
Shool s at Hartford, Gonnecticut; Hgh Shool at Bristol, Rhode Island; Hgh
Shool s at Bennington, \ernont, Lancaster and Qarenont, Nw hire,
Beverly, Brockton and Reabody, Missachusetts ad at Stratford, Snbury and
Il\brvxtaj , (onnecticut, together wth nany internedi ate Z%lrade school in various
ocat 1 ons. o VA AP

The three-story brick building which Goper &Baile;/ desi gned for Rockland ves
the tom's first brick school house. Buillders ,  Mson & Gonpary vere
avarded the general contract for $51,200. Gound vas broken on ébjgust 12,
1908 and the cornerstone vas laid on Gtober 21st. B/ Qtober 1909, the
bui | ding was ready or occupancy. -

The school isoe of the toan's finest architectural nonunents and an
excel lent exanpl e of Golonial Revival style design, wth its pedi nented
pavilion, lonic columms, keystones and full cornice.



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REQ STER F HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Rockl and Hi gh School
NAME:

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GANTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, PIymouth

DATE RECEI VED 2/ 21/ 89 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:  3/07/89
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 3/2 3/89 DATE G- 45TH DAY: 4/ 07/ 89
DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89000217

NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HR N PDIL: N PER OO N PRORAM UNAPPROVEDT N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:

GOMMENT WAl VER N /

t--MACHEPT RETURN REJECT N N f ' DATE Entered | nth

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS:

RECCM / CR TER A_
REVI EWER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type

STATE/ FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCR PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statenment of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary par agr aph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI QGRAPHY
CEQERAPH CAL DATA
acreage Averbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANY! NG DOCOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to
Phone

Si gned Dat e












February 2, 1989

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed you will find the foll ow ng nomnation forns:

The Rockland Hgh School, Rockl and, M

The Rockland Trust Gonpany, Rockland, M

Lover Lhion Street, Hstoric District, Rockland, M
The Phoeni x Building, Rockland, M

The Rockland Mnoria Library, Rockland, M

The Fond HII School, Veéllfleet, M
have

Al been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and have been signed by
the Sate Hstoric Preservation Gficer. Qwers were notified of pending
Sate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and were
afforded the opportunity to conment. Connents received to dafe are attached
to the nomnation forns.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg A

National Register Director
Massachusetts H storical Gnmnssion

Encl osur e:
BH di

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Presarvation OFicer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



