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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 18th-century stone house built by Thomas Kennedy retains a proper setting on a

large farm in rural Bourbon County, three miles southeast of Paris, the county seat.

It sits on a knoll well off the main road (Ky. Hwy. 627/Paris Winchester Road), approxi-
mately 500', facing west. It was built along Kennedy Creek, a water course named after
its first settler, Thomas Kennedy. Four hundred feet from the house stands the Kennedy
family cemetery. Also nearby is the site of the first Unitarian church in Bourbon
County, founded in 1846 by Kennedy's son Jesse.

The house is a two-story coursed random rubble stone farm house measuring approximately
20" x-36' (including the addition: 20' x 60'), built on the traditional hall-parlor
floor plan. The original five-room house was constructed around 1785 and the two-room
addition, c. 1790 (see drawings 1 & 2). The house has a simple block-1ike form with
gable roof, and modest exterior trim. There is one central door on the west facade

of the main block, with double doors on the east facade. The interior has plaster
walls and retains all original chairrails, baseboards, chimney pieces, and floors;
almost all interior framing and trim is ash. An unusual feature on the interior
woodwork are the reeded window and door reveals in Rooms I and II, en suite with the
reeded chimney piece of Room I. Both stairways are enclosed, one with original beaded
boards. Fireplaces function and are unaltered.

No historic outbuildings remain. The house sits on a knoll with a decline to the
immediate rear. The frontage of the property is in pasture. The boundary is drawn
to include the house, its knoll setting, and the Kennedy family cemetery located just
to the east of Ky. Hwy. 627.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Thomas Kennedy House is significant as an unaltered and documented example of
early Kentucky vernacular architecture. In its plain, block-Tike form traditional
hall-parlor floor plan and modest framing and trim, the Kennedy House is characteristic
of early stone houses built in Kentucky from the 1780s to 1820s. The builder, Thomas
Kennedy (1744-1827), is one of the earliest settlers of Bourbon County.

Bourbon County, located in the heart of the Bluegrass, was formed in 1785 and was one
of the nine counties organized by the Virginia legislature before Kentucky became a
state. With is gently rolling land and remarkably rich soil, the area proved highly
desirable and was one of the earliest settled in the state.

Thomas Kennedy, a mason and carpenter, first came to Kentucky in 1776, met Michael
Stoner at Boonesborough and travelled with him to Bourbon County were he claimed land
for himself and his family. Nine years elapsed between the time Kennedy built his first
cabin and raised crops to fulfill land grant requirements and the time he returned in
1785 to begin construction of the Kennedy House. Kennedy served in the Revolutionary
War in Virginia from 1776 to 1779. Between 1779 and 1785, Kennedy Tived first at
Boonesborough and then Strode's Fort (Station), which Kennedy helped build and settle.?

At Thomas Kennedy's death in 1827, the house passed to his son Jesse Kennedy (1787-1863),
who served in the War of 1812, was town constable from 1813 to 1819, justice of the peace,
representative in the Kentucky legislature in 1829, 1831, 1832, and 1841, and a founder
of the first Universalist Church in Bourbon County.3

Brutus Junius Clay, whose father, General Green Clay, had claimed adjacent property in
1783, purchased the Kennedy House and property from Jesse Kennedy's heixis.. in the years
1864 to 1866. The house and land has remained in the Clay family, and is now owned by
great grandsons of Brutus Junius Clay. Brutus J. Clay (b. 1808) was one of the largest
stockraisers in central Kentucky. During the years 1853-1861 he was president of the
State Agricultural Society. Also, he was elected to the state legislature in 1840 and
1860 and elected to the 38th Congress.

There are thirty-five historic stone houses extant in Bourbon County.5 The Kennedy
Hou§e 1s among the better examples and has undergone no significant structural changes
in 1t§ two-hundred year history. It has changed family ownership only once in that
period.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a point on the E side of U.S. 627, 25' from the SW corner of the Kennedy
cemetery, the boundary extends in a easterly dlrectlon about 600', turning northward and

extending 200', follow
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]C0111ns, p. 66.

2Jesse Kennedy Manuscript, pp. 12-13; Bourbon County Deed Books D, pp. 287-288;
and E, pp. 194-195; "Certificate Book" Fayette County Courthouse, Lexington, Kentucky.

3perrin, pp. 84 and 88; Jesse Kennedy Manusceipt, pp. 30-32; Bourbon County
Deed Book XLI, p. 392.
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16 and 66-67; Perrin, pp. 454-457.

5A comprehensive survey of the county was completed in August 1980 by Kentucky
Heritage Commission staff.
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Verbal Boundary Description (continued)

westward and extending 600' to the E side of U.S. 627; turning southward 300',
running along the E side of U.S. 627 to the point of beginning.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 18th-century stone house built by Thomas Kennedy retains a proper setting on a

large farm in rural Bourbon County, three miles southeast of Paris, the county seat.

It sits on a knoll well off the main road (Ky. Hwy. 627/Paris Winchester Road), approxi-
mately 500', facing west. It was built along Kennedy Creek, a water course named after
its first settler, Thomas Kennedy. Four hundred feet from the house stands the Kennedy
family cemetery. Also nearby is the site of the first Unitarian church in Bourbon
County, founded in 1846 by Kennedy's son Jesse.

The house is a two-story coursed random rubble stone farm house measuring approximately
20" x-36' (including the addition: 20' x 60'), built on the traditional hall-parlor
floor plan. The original five-room house was constructed around 1785 and the two-room
addition, c. 1790 (see drawings 1 & 2). The house has a simple block-1ike form with
gable roof, and modest exterior trim. There is one central door on the west facade

of the main block, with double doors on the east facade. The interior has plaster
walls and retains all original chairrails, baseboards, chimney pieces, and floors;
almost all interior framing and trim is ash. An unusual feature on the interior
woodwork are the reeded window and door reveals in Rooms I and II, en suite with the
reeded chimney piece of Room I. Both stairways are enclosed, one with original beaded
boards. Fireplaces function and are unaltered.

No historic outbuildings remain. The house sits on a knoll with a decline to the
immediate rear. The frontage of the property is in pasture. The boundary is drawn
to include the house, its knoll setting, and the Kennedy family cemetery located just
to the east of Ky. Hwy. 627.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Thomas Kennedy House is significant as an unaltered and documented example of
early Kentucky vernacular architecture. In its plain, block-Tike form traditional
hall-parlor floor plan and modest framing and trim, the Kennedy House is characteristic
of early stone houses built in Kentucky from the 1780s to 1820s. The builder, Thomas
Kennedy (1744-1827), is one of the earliest settlers of Bourbon County.

Bourbon County, located in the heart of the Bluegrass, was formed in 1785 and was one
of the nine counties organized by the Virginia legislature before Kentucky became a
state. With is gently rolling land and remarkably rich soil, the area proved highly
desirable and was one of the earliest settled in the state.

Thomas Kennedy, a mason and carpenter, first came to Kentucky in 1776, met Michael
Stoner at Boonesborough and travelled with him to Bourbon County were he claimed land
for himself and his family. Nine years elapsed between the time Kennedy built his first
cabin and raised crops to fulfill land grant requirements and the time he returned in
1785 to begin construction of the Kennedy House. Kennedy served in the Revolutionary
War in Virginia from 1776 to 1779. Between 1779 and 1785, Kennedy Tived first at
Boonesborough and then Strode's Fort (Station), which Kennedy helped build and settle.?

At Thomas Kennedy's death in 1827, the house passed to his son Jesse Kennedy (1787-1863),
who served in the War of 1812, was town constable from 1813 to 1819, justice of the peace,
representative in the Kentucky legislature in 1829, 1831, 1832, and 1841, and a founder
of the first Universalist Church in Bourbon County.3

Brutus Junius Clay, whose father, General Green Clay, had claimed adjacent property in
1783, purchased the Kennedy House and property from Jesse Kennedy's heixis.. in the years
1864 to 1866. The house and land has remained in the Clay family, and is now owned by
great grandsons of Brutus Junius Clay. Brutus J. Clay (b. 1808) was one of the largest
stockraisers in central Kentucky. During the years 1853-1861 he was president of the
State Agricultural Society. Also, he was elected to the state legislature in 1840 and
1860 and elected to the 38th Congress.

There are thirty-five historic stone houses extant in Bourbon County.5 The Kennedy
Hou§e 1s among the better examples and has undergone no significant structural changes
in 1t§ two-hundred year history. It has changed family ownership only once in that
period.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a point on the E side of U.S. 627, 25' from the SW corner of the Kennedy
cemetery, the boundary extends in a easterly dlrectlon about 600', turning northward and

extending 200', follow
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Heritage Commission staff.
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Verbal Boundary Description (continued)

westward and extending 600' to the E side of U.S. 627; turning southward 300',
running along the E side of U.S. 627 to the point of beginning.



I DRI REYNODS  RLZ (180  ONE g ‘

Thomas Kennedy House o ” | ™ o %2
Bourbon County pritile | M ell
Kentucky MAP #2 / l \ -
Nominated site shown in red :

~ - - | \M“JWL
/555 CEAL A" . |
- Surve Ag of the

Landon C ¢ Harris C lay

Farm

Ke nolds &ngineering i nc.

/440 Forbes Road, Lexingtoy, 7@:)(&«:&,{

grapHic ScaLe

o 300 OO

DRAVMN BY: _ TO
CHECKED &Y ___ .05,

SO OO — ’
OO -

Jeys, e Soos-of



 PROFENT? LLE — -

FELCE POST
( :Eou PIPE SEFEBEL®
UEED euT 1OT fown)

oZZ’iVi 34. 2Z .

r. b

a_,;p’ua & IRpa P (Fouwo
T NoT AerefesceD

I OCEP: THERE FOR,

DeraiL ‘A

(™ o

o _—— 7

X -84 54'E

SO
S N RESID ENcS

J.g2oz B 2E

o admet

RUCOLAH cLag ¢
BURLE :
. ) . T/




