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Settlement

Today, two and one half miles downltke from the mouth of 'the Escalatite 
River 1 i es a natural f aul t on the rim of SI en Canyoh' ovelrl ookihg Lake 
Powell. Here during the winter of 1879 a 'group of * a bou¥ 250 Mbrmon" pioneers 
widened this "Hole" to accommodate their wagons and were thus able to 
,descefid a thousand feet to a make safe passage across the Colorado River.

Durfng the 1870' s, vigorous colonization efforts were being expended by the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints, also known as the Mormon Church* 
The a)»p1ttfonof the transcontinental railroad in 1869^ t^e discovery of 
gold and silver, plus the reports with maps fey the Kayde% Survey publicizing 
the region, he! ped to bring an influx of non-Mormon into the Four 
Corners area . Ca ttTemen , farmers , and pro|pec tors were-tmong the interested 
people looking at this new area for settling . The Mormon Church saw the 
desirspil ity of extending their boundaries by vigorous colonization efforts 
so that they could establish a stronger foothold in the country- south and 
east of the Colorado River.

The Church of OesiK Christ of La tteri^y 'faints brgafeize^ 4;intss4on to first 
select, ais^^arid t^ In ^tmber 1078, at 
Parawon and in fet^h 1879, at Cedar City , Irtah , the C^^ is^ted a^call. 
This was a $ummons for those whose names were read to iWpoll in the work of 
the f ai th; This was a method used by the Church i n r^stiting miss ionafcks 
for foreign service, for colo«f zing missions and for settling regions not 
1 i kely to bt ciccupf ed in tn» course of normal f rontter
In April 1879, Silas S. Smith led a party from Cedar Cit^ in search of a 
settlenent site. Crossing the Col orado River at Lets Ferry and traveling 
southward to Moenkopi, they continued eastward through ^ie Navajo country 
to the San 3uan Ri^er selecting as their site a spot at the mouth of 
Montezuma Greek. Here they left some of their members and returned to 
Cedar City by an easier northern route crossing the Colorado at Moab, Utah. 
Their entire trip had taken them over one thousand miles,

The colonizing party to follow had a choice of either route each of which 
was about five hundred miles long. Told that a short cut was possible, 
they decided to open a new route going straight across the Colorado River. 
From separate towns and by separate routes, the group assembled at
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Forty Mile Spring, located 40 miles southeast of Escalante. While waiting 
for their entire party to assemble at this location, a huge sandstone rock 
was found to be suitable for evening dances. This rock was named by the 
group, Dance Hall Rock.

FINALLY, IN NOVEMBER 1879, THE EXPEDITION OF OVER_ 250 MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
83 WAGONS, AND A THOUSAND HEAD OF LIVESTOCK WAS ASSEMBLED. WHEN EARLY SNOWS 
IN THE MOUNTAINS BEHIND THEM PREVENTED ANY FURTHER THOUGHTS OF TURNING BACK, 
THE PARTY BEGAN THEIR JOURNEY TO THE RIM OF GLEN CANYON FOLLOWING ALMOST 
EXACTLY THE STRAIGHT CLIFFS OF THE KAIPAROWITZ PLATEAU. REACHING THE RIM, 
THEY FOUND THEIR WAY BLOCKED BY THE THOUSAND FOOT GORGE. TWO AND A HALF 
MILES SOUTH OF THE MOUTH OF THE ESCALANTE RIVER, THE PARTY FOUND A NATURAL 
FAULT IN THE RIM WHICH OPENED OUT BELOW INTO A VERY STEEP BUT SHORT SIDE 
CANYON OF THE COLORADO. HERE WAS A POSSIBLE WAY TO GET TO THE RIVER FLOOR 
BELOW.

THEIR DESCENT OVER THE WEST RIM WAS A SERIOUS UNDERTAKING, AS THE WINTER 
TEMPERATURES WERE OFTEN AROUND ZERO DEGREES. THE GROUP DRILLED AND BLASTED 
BACK INTO THE SOLID ROCK ENLARGING THE NATURAL FAULT FAR ENOUGH TO BUILD A 
PASSABLE GRADE FOR THEIR WAGONS AND THUS ABLE TO COMPENSATE FOR THE SHEER 
45° VERTICAL SLOPE OF THE CLIFF. AFTER TWO WEEKS OF WORK THEY TRIED TO GET 
THEIR HORSES DOWN TO THE RIVER WHERE THERE WOULD BE MORE FORAGE FOR THEM. 
FURTHER ATTEMPTS WERE POSTPONED AFTER NINE ANIMALS WERE LOST ON THE FIRST TRY. 
IN ORDER TO GET THEIR WAGONS DOWN, THEY RESORTED TO BUILDING A DUGWAY. 
THIS INVOLVED CUTTING ONE SLANTING WAGONTRACK SO DEEP INTO THE ROCK THAT IT 
WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE WHEEL TO COME OUT. FURTHER DOWN THE SIDE, THEY 
CAME TO A STEEP, SMOOTH ROCKFACE WHICH WAS TOO ABRUPT FOR A DUGWAY. HAVING 
NO MORE BLACK POWDER, THEY TRIED ANOTHER APPROACH AND UTILIZING DRILLERS, 
SUSPENDED THEM OVER THE CLIFF FACE AND HAD" THEM DRILL LARGE DEEP HOLES ON AN 
EVEN INCLINE ALL THE WAY TO THE BOTTOM. OTHER MEN WENT BELOW TO THE RIVER 
BOTTOM WHILE OTHERS WENT TO THE MOUNTAINS TO CUT STAKES OF SCRUB OAK. THESE 
STAKES WERE THEN POUNDED DEEP INTO THE DRILLED HOLES. BRUSH AND DRIFTWOOD 
WERE LAID ACROSS THESE STAKES AND BROKEN ROCK WAS APPLIED AS THE FINAL 
COVERINGS. - .

THE VERTICAL DROP THROUGH THE "HOLE" TO THE EDGE OF THE COLORADO RIVER WAS 
ABOUT ONE THOUSAND FEET AND A DISTANCE OF THREE QUARTERS OF A MILE. THE 
BUILDING OF THE ROAD OVER THIS AREA HAD OCCUPIED SIX WEEKS OF WORK, BUT IN 
LATE JANUARY THE ENTIRE EIGHTY-THREE WAGON CARAVAN WITH WHEELS BRAKED AND 
LOCKED BEGAN THE DOWNWARD JOURNEY THROUGH THE "HOLE" TO THE RIVER'S EDGE. 
A FERRYBOAT BUILT BY CHARLES HALL TOOK THE WAGONS, TWO AT A TIME, ACROSS THE 
COLORADO TO THE OPPOSITE SHORE.

A dugout road was built on the opposite side leading up Cottonwood Canyon and 
then out onto Grey Mesa where they found the snow to be a foot deep. The 
entire group continued on until April 6, 1880, when they camped at a'site

6PC 921.724
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about eighteen miles from their original destination at Montezuma Creek. 
Too tired to continue further, they decided to remain there where wood, 
water, and land were plentiful. Their journey had taken six months. 
The members of the party named this site Bluff City and their descendants 
are there today carrying on the proud pioneer heritage left to them by 
their ancestors.

Here is commemorated the passage of 250 Morman pioneers, an 83-wagon 
caravan, and their livestock through the Hole-In-The-Rock. This afforded 
them access to the Colorado River floor and the opportunity for safe 
passage across the river toward their original destination at Montezuma 
Creek. Passage was down the vertical drop of 1,000 feet by way of a 
dugway they constructed in the dead of winter. That they perserved in 
this effort is a testimonial to their courage, tenacity, and ingenuity. 
Hole-In-The-Rock commemorates these qualities, which were in fact shared 
by all pioneer peoples who in their overland migrations brought America's 
civilization and culture to the Far West.


