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x - This five-bay, two-and-a-half -story frame house, sheathed in clapboard- 
is I,, shaped in its basin ^lan»% The first story contains a narlor,, entrance 
hall with stair, living room,, and dining room in the main block, and a sid^5 
stair pantry, and kitchen in the wing, The second story contains chambers i 
those in the winy, for the use of the servants , were senarafed bv 3 door that 
locked only from the family's side. The upper half-story contains bedrooms 
for both the family and the help in. .the main block, and more, rooms for frr3 
helD in the back winer! trie servants' rooms again ar>e seoregated frori the

~J" ~ _L =- ' =-" -  -' " L J

normal traffic 'natfems of the family bv a separate hallway?1 and another 
locked door. The house as it stands todav is, with the exception of a few 
minor alterations., the house as built in 3856, Tt originally bad three 
oocn porches: one en the- front of the hom«^ facing northwest 5 orr? on the sir 
to the southwest, and one on the back facinn: southeast. Of "^hcsc only one 
remains O'nen. that on the side be inn; screened in at a. later undetermined 
date and that in back being walled in shortly after the comnletion of the 
house , ContemDoraneous with the al ferations on the back Dorch are the 
additions of the lean-to storage, area and covered work area that form a uni 
with the porch. The back porch was converted to a dininrr ar^-a for the. hirer 
hel.r> that came eve-ry harvest season. Curiously enough,, the wall of trie 
norch intersects a T-7indow belonyinp- to the pantrv, half of T/Tliich was closed 
o-Ff in the cours^ of the alteration, A second alteration occurred

shortlv after its cornnlefion, T'jiien one of the second-stomr T-jindows on 
the front o-F 1->v- ^,-^\r^ ---as walled in, the shutters beinn- nerrnanentlv closed

The house original TV ^.Tas arav T-Tith rrreen tr.irn. The present color 
scheme is vellcr-7 with white trim, Nearby iq a Draw wi.tli a hipped roo^ in 
a croor! state of preservation, Hedgelawn retains its original warden and 
entrance na13is s especially in the front of trie house «

"Stylistically, the house is a comoosite. The Qejor^ian style is 
visible both in the double -rale, floor plan and in the transom llnhf and 
sidelights, around the door. The windows have large panes and thin muntons ; 
if they can be said to be influenced by any particular style, it r-'ould be 
that of the Federal period. For the most part, however, the house was 
influenced by the jSrjeek Revival- and the I4^Qlanate Revival styles. The 
Oppp,^ Revival style is seerTTn~the iv>ri-c DI! asters running, the full height 
of the building at every nrincipal corner', as well as in the porches, which 
are all one story high,, containing the provincial paneled Doric box pillars 
with box bases and capitals which sup-port an equally provincial entablature 
composed of an architrave with guttae, a frieze (devoid of any triglyphs or 
metopes), and above that a row of dentils borrowed from the. Corinthian orde 
the whole superimposed bv a slightly raking cornice .%,

""-The Italianate Revival is ^een in the design of the mass of the 
building with i f s block-like form , tr-ro-and-a-half stories , box corni ce , and 
overly large dentils which serve as brackets. The mixture of Doric 
pilasters and Italian box cornice with brackets mav seem indelicate from 
a stvlistic point of vie?., but is visually charming. v
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7. DESCRIPTION (continued)- 

In the interior, the second and third floor rooms are very plain,having: 
only the simplest mouldings around the doors and windows and painted plaster 
or wallpapered walls. The rooms on the first floor, however, are larger and 
more grand in scale, especially the parlor which takes up one whole side of 
the main block of the house. All these rooms have ceilings that are ten feet 
high. The parlor was papered, although the. original paper is gone. The 
windows are, large and have a simple moulding around them, repeated in the 
doorway. The windows also have wooden nanels below, to give a floor-to-ce.llinc 
effect. The room contains a white marble fireplace, and has a decorative plaster 
mount for a ohandelierCnow missing), in the middle of the ceiling. The main 
stair hall has another plaster chandelier mount similar to that found in the 
parlor. In addition, there is a newel post lamp that, if it IG not original,, 
was installed, very shortly after the house was completed. The stairs them 
selves are very plain with no decoration whatever. The living room is the 
smallest room on the first floor. It contains a black-marble fireplace, and 
is capered to within about 18 inches of the ceiling, at which point i.s located 
a papier-mache moulding. The window treatment is very plain. The dininr room 
contains another black marble fireplace and the same wail treatment of moulding 
abovp the wallpaper. This treatment was most likely devised to create an 
intimate effect by visually lowering the eel linn".
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

^ R. Coch-nan, born on July 2fi. .1834, one of the sons of the 
43rd ffovernor" of Delaware, John P. Qodhran, obtained the land for fhio 
house from his father, it beinn; part of th° Governor's extensive land 
holdings known as the. Stockton tract. Little is known of the man, William 
R. Coohran:, however, more can be told concerning his land. It, along; with 
the other land in the Stockton tract, was uned for the cultivation of 
peaches. The fact that the house was built in 1856, the year the completion 
of the Delaware Railroad brought an economic boom, is probably no accident.

In this same general period, the Governor further divided his land 
to create another farm for yet another son, Charles Cochran. It is 
interestinp: to note that these two houses - that of William R, and that 
of Charles - are identical except for minor details . The houses are 
representative of a style that gained in nopularity in the. 18UO f s through 
the 1860 f s - the Italianafe Revival, As for Hedcrelawn itself, its state 
of preservation arid minimal amount of alteration makes it an important 
architectural specimen, as well as a ^ood historic document of the Delaware 
peach prosperity.
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