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1. Name of Property

historic name Setson-Ford House

other names/site number

2.Location

street & number 2 Meadow Farms Way n/a not for Publication
city or town Norwell N/A  vicinity
sate Massachusatts code MA county Plymouth code 023 Zip code 02061

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designatsd authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this*nomination

« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets ¢ does not meet Uie National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally < statewide |2"ocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

» 0

anature of certifying official/Title JudithfBTMEDonough,Executive Director Date
LM~sachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (* See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying officialH'itle Dae

State or Federal agency and bureau

fnal Park Service Certification
hereby certify that this property is: Signaure of the Keeper Date of Action
rentered In the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« detennined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
D detennined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
 other (explain):



SeasonFord House
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
private X_building(s)

_X public-local district
public-State site
public-Federal _ Structure

_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: sngledwdling
AGRICULTURE

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL: Pogmedievd English
COLONIAL: Geagan

EARLY REPUBLIC: Fedad

Narrative Description

Fymouth, Massachusatts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not Include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 1 buildings
6 0 sites
2 0 structures
2 4 objects
11 5 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC-aidedwdling
RECREATION AND CULTURE; outdoor recregtion
EDUCATION: mussum

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation  STONE: granite

walls WQOOD: weatherboard, shingle

roof ASPHALT
other CONCRETE

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(See continuation sheet)
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7. DESCRIPTION -

The Stetson-Ford House is an outstanding example of astylish early rural Massachusetts farm-house. Having
grown through a least two building agesfrom what may have been as early as ca 1674 to 1785, its gppearance
today isthat of aclassc center-chimney, 2 1/2-gory houseof the 1780s five-by two-bays, with aone-story rear
ell and aformal pedimented "porch”, or vestibule. The houseisclad in acombination of new dapboards and
shingles, has an asphat-shingled roof, and slands on afi el dstoneand granite-block foundation. Most of the many
6-over-9-saeh windows of the upper part of the house dateto the late 1700s 12-over-12-sash windows on the west
dde and the first Sory of the facade are replacements for nineteenth-century 2-over-2's. Highly skilled carpentry
isevident in the smple, yet well-proportioned exterior detail of the pedimented, pilastered entry, aswell asin the
trangitional late-Georgian/early Federd woodwork of the interior. Evidence of First Period construction,
including chamfered posts and beams remains exposed in the northeest ell and in both stories of the main house
A rubble and concrete front Sep and eest-dde terrace were added to the main housein this century, during the
Early Modem period. Although all the early outbuildings—a bam, woodhouse (workshop), com bam, and privy-
are no longer standing, portionsof theirfiel dstonefoundations remain. These remnants, together with a
fieldstone well and thefiel dstonewalls that surrounded most of the farmstead, still lend a sense of farmyard
amosphere, and make a significant contribution to the charecter of the property. Severd later Ste features—the
remains of an early twentieth-century gpple orchard and perennia garden, and aca. 1940fieldstoneand concrete
goldfish pond and outdoorfireplaceA)arbecueillustrate the lifestyles of later occupants of the house. Today, the
Stetson-Ford House and its immediate surroundings are well-maintained as part of an ongoing program designed
to preserve their consderable array of historic features, and to perpetuate on a small scale some agpects of
farming in the raising of poultry and growing of vegetables.

The house faces south on aforty-foot rise, 200 yards above the sdt marshesof the North River, which meanders
northward aong the eest edge of the former "Hundred-Acre’ Stetson farm. The farmstead isreached by an
unpaved lane extending from the eest end of Stetson Shrine Lane, where four historic farmhouses, three of them
assodated with the Stetson family and dating to 1678, 1708, and 1826, still sand. The lane winds eest through
the mixed deciduous and coniferous woods which, except for acleared paich immediately around the Stetson-
Ford farmstead, comprise the bulk of the ca 150 acresof the former Stetson family property that is owned by the
town of Norwell. Except for the presence of three modem house lots dong the lane a fifth of amile north of the
house, and of Massachusetts Route 3, which cuts through Norwell six hundred feet to the southwest, the entire
area surrounding the farmatead is still undevel oped.

(continued)
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Exterior description. The2 1/2-gory main section of the Stetson-Ford House sandsatop afull fieldstone
basament, part of which connects with the massve sone begefor the brick center chimney. The side-gabled roof,
recently re-covered in asphdt shingles, was replaced after afirein 1956. A flat multi-light skylight lieson the
front face of the roof, just west of the chimney, which was dso rebuilt above the roofline after the fire. The
building was re-sided in the early 1990s with dapboards on the south facade, and wood shingles on the other
eevations. (The main housewas formerly covered with dapboards at the first story, and wood shingles onthe
upper walls, with awide horizonta trim board between.)

The facade is asymmetricdfive-baycomposition. The four windows that flank the center entry are twentieth-
century 12-over-12-sash, with flat casings that lie flush with the siding. Thefivewindows aigned above them at
the second gtory are eighteenth-century 6-over-9-sash, mounted in projecting, molded enframements that extend
up into a prominent bed molding along the top of thewall. The projecting entry porch hasatriangular pediment
and an agphdt roof. Each of its dde walls hesalarge 9-over-9-sash original window above asmall dapboarded
section of wall. Thewide sill board that trims the bottom of the main facade wall (much of it arecent
replacement) continues forward onto the porch walls. The handsome door surround and entablature are typical of
someof the smpler Georgian designs found in e ghteenth-century builders guides, with flat pilasterson
unadorned plinths, and well-proportioned classical moldings in the comice. The main door, presently covered by
avertical-board storm door with two glasslights, isof mid-nineteenth-century six-pane design, with applied
moldings. A pair of glass panes take the place of the two long vertical pands in the door.

Thewest gable end of the main housereflects both the interior room arrangament and afew modem dterations.
The building istwo rooms degp at both first and second gories, with one large window in eech room. Those
windows are 12-over-12-sash replacements for large 2-over-2-sash that dated to the second half of the nineteenth
century; the smaler 6-over-9-sash attic window under the gable gppears to dateto the eighteenth century. All the
main windows on this sde of the house have louvered shutters of nineteenth-century vintage; similar shutters for
the other facades are presently stored on the property. A small 6-light casement window at the first Story wes
added for atwentieth-century lavatory. At the northwest comer of thewall isa narrow " coffin doorway", with a
flat surround, four-light transom, and molded horizontal canopy. The door itself is a twentieth-century multi-pane
glass-and-wood type. Although the comerboards of the house arelargely intact, the rake trim aong the gable roof
line is a modem replacement, added after the 1956 fire. A recent embelishment above the northemmost first-
gtory window is a carved wooden sign that reeds " Stetson-Ford House'.

The architectural trim dements of the eedt geble end are identical to those onthe west, and another 6-over-9-sah
attic window gppears under the eedt gable. Thetwo second-gtory windows onthiseevation, however, areearly 6-
over-9-sash.  The fenestration of the first story hes been dtered by the insertion of modem 12-over-12-sash in the
front room, and a multi-light twentieth-century door,flankedby a pair of 15-light casement windows, in the rear
part of thewall. At the rear northeast comer, lighting an interior Stairway, isan early 9-over-9-sash window of
smilar proportionsto those in the main facade entry.

(continued)
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On the rear (north) devation of the main house, another 9/9 sash window is positioned & the first story near the
northwest house comer. A pair of 69 ssehflanksthe center of the upper rear wall, and three asymmetrically-
placed modem 12/12 sssh windows are positioned below them.

There isno evidence that Victorian or modem porches were added to the house, but a large early-twentieth-
century mbble stone terrace abutsthe east Sde of the main building. Except for itsfirst long step, which hes a
treed adomed with colored concrete with incised designs, the floor of the terrace was resurfaced with new
concrete during the past yeer.

The long 1\2 story rear ell extends north from the northeast comer of the main house, with its eest wall

continuing the plane of the main housewall, and the inner end of itsroof ridge meeting the main roofjust under
the reer comice. The ell has undergone numerous dterations over time, including atwentieth-century rear
extenson just north over aformer well, and an enlargement by severd feet dong most of the west Sde, resulting

in the present "saltbox" profile. The ell has one entry in each elevation, each with atwentieth-century door and a
flat-board casing. Thewest entry isin the original wall, now recessad under the extended roof, and hes alarge 9/9
sehwindow beddeit. A 6-pane window gppears high in the center of the outer west wall. The ell's north end
has an entry in the northwest comer, and a &9 sash window in aprojecting frameislocated under the gable. The
eed Sde entry of the ell islocated a the south end, with a 6/9 sash window to itsnorth. A tall chimney shown
rising from the west roof dope of the ell in historic photos hes been removed.

In spite of its changes and additions, the exposad stmcture of the south part of the ell still supports thelong-held
belief that this part of the building dates to before 1725. According to tradition, it may have been built as early as
the mid 1670s, as the first small house of Thomas Stetson after he acquired the Hundred Acre Farm from his
father. The portion isof planked constmction, with wallsof ca 1" thick vertical boards, mounted without studs
on aheavy, chamfered timber frame.

Interior description

The interior of the south section of the ell is minimallyfinished,with most of theframe exposed and decorated
with smple beveled chamfers. The whitewashed ceiling is supported by one wide bevel-chamfered beam on
chamfered pogts, and has unchamfered ca 4" joists, goaced 29" on center.

The interior of the main part of the Stetson Ford House is an amagam of primarily late-eighteenth century
features combined with indications of pre-existing First Period or mid-century constmction. Shipbuilder Michael
Ford, who purchased the houseand the 100 acre Sietson Farm in 1781, isidentified on the deed as a housawright,
and it was undoubtedly he who was respongble for updating the building to its present form, adding the late
Georgian "porch," and executing the fine pandling, moldings, and other transitional Georgiar/Federd detailing
found throughout the house. (A small northeest second story bedroom and atwentieth-century bathroom and
first-story lavatory are the main later dterations to the building'sinterior soeces - s Floor Plan.)

(continued)
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The house'straditional center -chimney, two-room-deep plan incorporates two large front rooms on each story
flanking the center chimney stack and front "triple-ran” stairs. A single open room goans the rear of the house a
the first story (today laid out as a combined kitchen and living room). The original fiinction of the center or this
goace was undoubtedly as akitchen, and the location of the bake oven in the center of the back wall of its wide,
depfirepl aceindicates a constmction date within the period of Stetson ownership, probably before 1750. Both
walls and ceiling of thisroom are plagtered, but much of the heavier partsof the frame, including three transverse
ceiling beemsand their supporting rear pods, are exposad in the manner of the First Period. All are decorated with
beveled chamfers, which meaaure 7/8" wide on the beeams and ca. V2' on the pods.

The front rooms at both first and second gtories are al finishedin a style condgtent with the early 1780sin mral
Plymouth County. The ceilings are plagtered, and the comer pods are boxed, though flared at the top at the sscond
story. Each of the four main front rooms hes asmall brickfireplacewith amantepiece of smple, classically-
detailed pilasters, frieze, and amolded mantel shelf. The mantel in the southeedtfirst-storyroom hes fiuted
pilasters; portions of thefireplacewallsin the southwes first-story and both second-dory rooms are covered with
raised-field paneling. Raised field pandsdso fill the wall below the upper part of the Sarcase in the entry.
Complex crown moldings and wainscoting with molded chair rails, (and in the case of the more formal southeest
room, afiuted wainscot frieze) adorn the wallsof the twofirst-storyrooms and the entry. Throughout themain
house are amixture of doors and door hardware. The mgjority are late-eighteenth century raised-pand doors, of
two-, three- and four-panel design, with Suffolk and Norfolk latches, and wrought-iron strap, butterfly, and H
hinges. A four-panel door to the added northeast bedroom is of mid-nineteenth century date, with recessed pands
and gpplied moldings. Of specid note is an early vertica-board interior door a the entranceto the cellar, which
still digplays a gtrap hinge with pointed cusp, and lesther washers on the hinge plate.

The rear part of the second story, though dtered by the addition of the nineteenth-century bedroom and modem
bathroom and closet, dso displays someevidence of pre-1725 First Period constmction. The comer post and west
plate of the small northwest bedroom are both exposad and chamfered, as isarear pogt in the back northeest
hallway (sse Floor Plan). An exposad portion of the reaer plate near the northeest comer of the housedso hes a
bevel-chamfered edge. A board forming part of the vertical wall sheathing of the chimney wall in the back hall
even displays early First Period shadow molding, of the same profile as found on interior shegthing in the ca. 1637
Farbanks House, Dedham, MA.

Much material in the attic and roof of the main housewes replaced after the 1956 fire. Most of the roof stmcture,
however, aprinciple-rafter, common purlin sysem with heavy,five-sidedridge beams remains.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric Stes are presently recorded on the Stetson-Ford House property, Stesmay be present. Seven
prehistoric stesare recorded in the generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characteristics for the areadso indicate
severd locational criteria (dope, soil drainage, diganceto wetlands) which have been found to be favorable indicatorsfor
many types of prehistoric Stes. The nominated property includes awell drained level to moderately doping terracein dose
proximity (within 1000 ft.) to wetlands. A smdl freshwater brook followsmogt of the southem and southwestem  boundary
of the nominated areathen fiows easterly to the North River. The estuarine zone of the North River isdsoin dose
proximity to the nominated parce indicating the availability of resourcesrelated to amarine related ecosystem to inhabitants
of thisarea. Giventhe above information and the Sze of the property (3 acres) ahigh potentia exigs for the recovery of
prehigtoric dtesin the nominated area

A high potential aso exigs for the recovery of historic archaeologica resourcesin the nominated area. Local tradition and
certain architectural features of the house support a predominantly late 18" century constmction datefor most of the house
with indications of pre-existing First Period or mid-century constmction. Origina consgtmction may dateto the Thomas
Stetson period of ownership inca. 1674. Archaeologica features may be present around and under the houserelated to its
different periods of construction and occupation. Constmction features can be present related to changesin the layout of the
house. Occupationa related features (trash pits, privies, wells) should aso be present and in some ingances are
demondrated in the area. At least threewells are known inthe areaaround the house. A shdlowfiel dstonewell of

unknown construction dateis located eest of the bam foundation and south of the house. A second well, possibly dating to
the 17th or 18th centuries is aso present under the 20 century additionto the reer ell. A third artesian well was drilledin
the property in 1967 when the sscond well went dry. Afieldstonefoundation representing a leest one privy isdso known a
short digance northwest of the house. Other privy Stesmay dso be present. Trash pits are probably present in the area
around the house and outbuilding foundations. Trash Stesor dump aress are aso present in aress beyond the house site es
indicated by aknown depost southwest of the bam beyond the gonewallswhich surround the house dte area. Only one
outbuilding, a 1990s chicken coop survives intact on the property, however, severd others are known from archaeologica
remains. Stmctural remains from aprivy ssmcture have been noted above. South of the house, partial foundations from
three pre-1860 outbuildings are present beginning with the foundation of a woodhouse or shop immediately south of the
house the remains of acom bam and larger bam foundation south of that location. The remains of additional outbuildings
may a0 be present, possibly dating from the late 17 century period.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Reqgister listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or grave.
D a cemetery.
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Plymouth, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Community Planning and Developmentt

Period of Significance
ca 1674-1947

Significant Dates

1674

1781

1783-1785

Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is mari<ed above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
Thomas Stetson
Michadl Ford

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
#

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State Agency
_ Federal agency
X Local government. Library, Town Hall
University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stetson-Ford House was built and occupied by prominent members of two families, the Stetsons and Fords,
who helped shape the economy, culture and deveopment of the community of Norwell and its surroundings over
the course of two centuries. The centerpiece of the Stetson's"Hundred Acre Farm,”" the house, with its immediate
surroundings and farmstead remnants, islinked to the long evolution of agriculture dong the saltmarshes of the
North River, which was continued into the middle of the twentieth century by George Morton and hisfamily. As
the resdence of shipbuilders Thomas And Ebenezer Stetson, and Michael Ford, his son and grandson, its
significance extends beyond local boundaries to the late-seventeenth through mid-nineteenth-century maritime
economy of southesstern Massachusatts. The stylishness and lavish transitional Georgian/Federa period
woodwork of Michael Ford's 1780s updating of the house dso begpesks the prosperity generated by the regional
shipbuilding industry & itsheight in the latter part of the eighteenth century. The building is an outstanding
illustration of high-quality post-Revolutionary craftsmanship (on the part of Michael Ford), superimposed on a
pre-1750 structure, part of which, according to tradition, may be the earliest extant housein Norwell, begun by
Thomas Stetson ca. 1674. The Stetson-Ford House thus meetsCriteria A and C of the National Regiger a the
local level, maintaining integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.

Although the first English settlement of Norwell dates to the early yearsof the Plymouth Colony in Massachusets,
it did not become incorporated as the separate town of South Scituate until 1849; the name was changed to
Norwell in 1888. For itsfirst two centuries the little village was an outlying part of Scituate, where fishing and
farming were carried on, sat marsh hay was harvested for livestock, and abrisk shipbuilding industry developed
aong the North River. Norwell's first church, the South Parish Church, was built between 1642 and 1645. Smadll
mills, some of which became support enterprises for the shipyards, were in exisence on Norwell's many dreems
by 1660. The earliest known was asawmill built in 1656 onthe Third Herring Brook by agroup of partners which
included Norwell and Scituate's most prominent early settler, Robert Stetson. Robert Stetson (1615-1704),
progenitor of mogt of the Stetson family in America, cameto South Scituate in 1638. He had received his first
large land grant, which included the property known as the "Hundred Acre Farm,” in 1634 and was later avarded
more land for serving the colony in severd important capacities, including Deputy of the Colony Court, County
Commissioner, "Comet" in charge of Scituate horse troops, and member of the Council of War. For his efforts on
the part of the Plymouth Colony, especidly during King Philip's War of 1675-76, he was given hundreds of acres
more, becoming the largest landowner in Scituate. His home, and those of hisfour sons, remained onthe origina
North River parce of 1634.

Robert Stetson first deeded away aportion of hisoriginal land grant in 1673 to his son Benjamin, who had
esablished ashipyardonita Bad Hill, southeest of the dte of the Stetson-Ford House. The second property he
deaded out was to his son Thomas in 1674. Thiswasthe portion known as the Hundred Acre Farm, and the oneon
which Thomeas isknown to have begun constructing a house shortly theresfter.

(continued)
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Shipbuilding had begun onthe North River in Scituate as early as 1645. The first shipyard within the boundaries
of Norwell was esablished ca 1670, followed by saverd more through the 1690s  Condderable settlement in
Norwell resulted in the 1680s and 90s, with mogt families somehow involved in shipbuilding. Thomas Stetson
was gpparently associated with his brother's Bald Hill yard, and his son Ebenezer isknown to havebuilt severd
large vesasthere. Upon Thomas Stetson's degth in 1729 a the age of 87, Ebenezer Stetson (1693-1778), the
tenth child, inherited Hundred Acre Farm. He and hiswife Lydia (Barker) had five children, two of whom
followed their father as shipbuilders a Bald Hill.

The owners of the Stetson-Ford Houseclearly illustrate the fact that carpentry skills of shipbuilders extended to
building constmction and cabinetry. In 1731 Ebenezer Stetson built the first Episcopa church in Plymouth
Colony, St. Andrew's, & the top of Church Hill in South Scituate on part of hisownland. In 1754 he dso
established the Stetson burial ground on the hill behind the church.

Ebenezer Stetson died in 1778 & the age of 85. In 1781 the house and Hundred Acre Farm were bought from his
estate by another shipbuilder, Michaegl Ford, who had come from neighboring Marshfield. Ford married Rhoda
Copdand, the daughter of a prominent shipbuilder, and became apartner in his father-in-law'swell-know
shipyard a Fox Hill, just west of the Stetson'sBald Hill yard. Hewas ahousewright as well as a shipbuilder, and
in the period 1783-85 he transformed the Stetson-Ford Houseto the high-style Georgian/Federd building it
gopearstoday.

Until it dosed in 1833, three generations of Fords operated what became known as the Copdand-Ford-Pratt Yard
a Fox Hill, while owning and occupying the Stetson-Ford House and farming the Hundred Acre Farm. Aswell
&s building ships, they dso owned sharesin North River vessdls I1n 1876 Michael Ford || weas still awealthy
man, the largest noteholder to the town. The lagt Ford to live in the house, David Bames Ford, sold the property
to George Morton in 1903-04. |n addition to mnning the hundred Acre Farm through the early part of the
twentieth century, Morton was a handyman who did plumbing, carpentry and other jobs in the Norwell area He
and hiswiferaised five children in the Stetson-Ford House, and grew peas, com, and tomatoes on the farm, and
applesinan orchard which ran south to the river. The Mortons sold their produce locally to summer residents;
the gppleswere sold a the Red Cider Mill in Hanover. The farm was o home to a small herd of cows, ad
sverd horses. Morton's sons, George and Charles, were carpenters, and used the "woodhouse' in thefarmyard
for acarpentry shop. They employed their skillsto maintain the house, making only afew aterations, including
the extension on the northeest €l that endosad the existing well.

Except for somehaying in the late 1960s, after the death of their parents (George Morton died in 1945), daughters
Sarah and Helen Morton cessed operating the property as afarm, but continued to maintain the houseto the
dandardsof their father and brothers. 1n 1972 they sold the entire property, which them amounted to over

(continued)
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144 acres, to the town of Norwell. The community subsequently sat asde a small portion of the Hundred Acre
Farm for adevdopment of three houses (including one nineteenth century dwelling), and designated mogt of the
rest of the open land for recreation and conservation. 1n 1984 the house and the three acresaround it, which hed
been proposed for sale by the town, was placed under the custody of the Norwell Historical Commission which
now maintains it a an educationa property for the public. The preservation of the Stetson-Ford House isthe
result of adecadeslong multi-faceted effort by local citizens. Under the aegis of the Norwell Historical
Commission such jobs as painting, window restoration and grounds managament have been repesatedly performed
by volunteers, many of them affiliated with the Friends of the Stetson-Ford House. The 1989 Town Meseting
dlocated $7,500 for the building, and town staff obtained donations from local residents and businessesthat
enable sudentsfrom the South ShoreVocationa Technica High Schoal in Hanover, MA, to re-sdethe house
and gtabilize parts of the ssmcture the following year. The House isnow open to the public by appointment, and
is leesed to afamily who maintain the building while operating a small ongoing agricultural program on the
premises.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric settlement and sulbsstence for the town of Norwell are poorly documented, any surviving Stes
could be significant. Surprisingly few stes have bean recorded in the town with mogt known stesand rdated interpretative
information the result of local collectors from the pre-1940s and later andlysis of their collections during the 1980s These
activities and gudies haveresulted in uneven coveragefor the town and limited interpretative information beyond dte
location, lithic technology and some datarelating to culture history and dte variability. Sysemaic study of any prehistoric
gtesin the Norwell locale can help improve our prehistoric knowledge of the town by enlarging our data basefor the town
in ageographicad senseand by improving our subgtantive knowledge of Stesthrough detailed intrasite studies. This
information can be used to develop amore representative view of prehistoric settlement and subs stence pattems in Norwell
through time and the social, political and economic relationship of this areawith Native American settlement loci in more
inland areas and on the coast in the Plymouth Bay locde. Thisinformation can be usaed to define the indgpendence or
interdependence of Native core aress along the North River and in the Plymouth area

Historic archaeological resources described above have the potential to provide detailed information on the social, cultural
and economic pattemsthat characterized two prominent familieswho helped shgpe the economy, culture and deve opment
of the community of Norwell, possibly from the 17" through 20™ centuries. Further documentary research combined with
archaeologica testing of the area around the existing house can document modifications to the smcture and it'sinitial
congtruction date. Thisresearch can be usad to verify or refutelocal tradition and architectural festures of some portions of
the housewhich date it's constmction to ca. 1674 and the Thomas Stetson period of ownership. First Period houses and
their associated farmstead complexes were congmcted within well defined regiona and temporal pattemswhich can be

(continued)
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tested & the Stetson-Ford House site. The presence or absance of these pattems can contribute much nesded information
relating to the early settlement period of the housefor which little concrete data survives. Archaeologica survey and testing
of the property can dso identity the full functional and temporal range of occupational rdated features and outbuildings on
the property and the role they played in the evolution of the farmstead complex during its period of occupation. Detailed
andyds of occupationa related features (trash pits, midden depodts, privies and wells) can dso document the changing
social, cultural and economic activities conducted in and around the house and a various locations within the farmstead
complex. Any evidence relating to the interrelationship of the agricultural, shipbuilding and trading interests of the owners

would be of specia vaue by providing information on these technologies as well as their role in the lives of theindividuas
or familieswho pursued them.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal boundary description

The boundary, which encompasses gpproximately three acres of land surrounding the Stetson-Ford farmhouse,
begins at the west-northwest comer of the plot at the point where asmall brook runs under the dirt roadway
(Meadow Farms Way) leading from the Stetson Shrine Lane. The boundary proceeds eet along the roadway
approximately 90ft. ,then turns north aong the road and the fieldstone wall of the Stetson-Ford farmstead
approximately 125 ft. It then continues east dong the roadway approximately 150 ft. The boundary then turns
directly south, running for adistance of approximately 350 ft. It then turns west, running gpproximately 150ft.to
the brook mentioned above, thence following the brook generaly northwest for approximately 300 Ft. to the
starting point. (See SketchMap.)

Boundary justification.

The boundary encompassesthe surviving portion of the Stetson-Ford farmstead. Along with the farmhousg, its
three acres include thefiel dstonewel |, and sectionsof the bam, woodhouse, comhouse, and privy foundations.

Portions of the boundary follow thefieldstonewallsthat endosed the farmyard on the west and north. The plot
dsoincludes agricultural and domesgtic features from the early twentieth-century period: remnants of a flower
garden and gpple orchard, asmall goldfish pond, and alargefiel dstonefireplace/barbecue.

Although the farmstead islocated a the heart of the original "Hundred Acre Farm™ of Comet Robert Stetson, and
later Thomas Stetson, (most of which has recently come under the ovraership of the town of Norwell), the outer
acreege of the farm has diminished in historic integrity by the filling in of open lands with woods, thebuilding of
two modem houses farther along Meadow Farms Way, and the construction of sate route 3 two hundred yards
south of the farmhouse.

* (end)



i\l'\ﬁssjlfonn 10-900-* OMB Anrnw”Ma. f««-00t«

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Stetson-Ford House

Sectionnumber Page Norwell (Plymouth County)
M assachusetts

PHOTOGRAPHS (8 X 10")

— taken by Cary Wolinsky, May 1995
— negatives a Norwell Historical Commission

Main facade (south elevation) -
View |looking northeast ' \

Wed 5de \%

Rear of house (north side), with reer ell .

Eastside

abrwN R

SUPPLEMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHS(3VI X 5") 1

— taken by Anne Forbes, 1997 '
— negdives a Massachusatts Historical Commission

Main Entry, looking northwest

Goldfish pond

Fieldstone outdoorfirepl ace/barbecue,with portion offieldstonewall
Looking southesst over perennia garden and split-rail fence, with chicken coop, chain-link poultry yard and
remnants of gpple orchard in background

Fireplace detail, rear first story room, with door to bake oven in background
Southwest parlor:fireplacewall

Southeedt parlor: fireplace wall

Southwest chamber:  fireplace wall

Southeedt chamber: fireplace wall N

10 Lobby entrance: darcase detail

11. Cdlar door: drap hinge with lesther washers

12. Reax €ll: ceiling beamsand joists

©Wo~NOOT APWNPE

(end)
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Back Stairway

72'

Front Stairway

Second Floor
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RESOURCE COUNT

S = dructure
M AP# NAME ORDESCRffTION DATE

1 Stetson-Ford House ca 1674/1781

partial foundation of woodhouse NV pre-1860

partial foundation of com bam prel860 ~
4 foundation of bam pre-1860
3\ " fieldstone well 18th/19th century
6 privy foundation 19th-early 20th
7 sysdem offieldstonewalls 18th/19th century
8 remnants of gpple orchard early 20th century
9 remnants of perennia garden early 20th century
10 goldfish pond ca 1940
n fieldstone barbecue ca 1940
12 chicken coop 1990s
13 chain-link fence enclosure mid-1990's
14 split-rail fence * mid-1990's
15 flagpole mid-20th century
16 atedan well, withcgp ' - mid-20th century

Page 1 of2
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B =building; O=object; S =dte;

C
€

Zz Z
2z oo oo oo

NC
NC
NC

Sog ¢

STATUS TYPE

B
Si

OOOOUUOEQQQLD.



NPSFenn10-900.« OMS Appmr~No.|OH-OOn

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Sennce

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

data Stetson-Ford House
Section number Page Norwell (Plymouth County)
M assachusetts
TOTAL RESOURCE COUNT: Contributing Non-contributing
BUILDINGS 1 1
STRUCTURES: 2 9
OBJECTS: 2 4
SITES: 6 0
TOTAL: n TOTAL:

Page?2 of2



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT F THE | NTERI OR

* NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

i k-. K

y o NATI ONAL REQ STER CF HI STORI C PLACES

" EVALUATI AV RETURN SHEET
REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON e '
PRCPERTY Stetson--Ford House o' A SYWA A o, " o
NAME
MULTI PLE - " ' e U A
NAME n

STATE & GONTY. NMASSACHUSETTS, Plymouth

DATE RECEI VED: 1/ 23/ 98 V DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:  2/02/98
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 2/18/98 r'. DATE CF 45TH DAY: 3/ 09/ 98
DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 98000120 .

NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OrHER N PDIL: N PER CD N PROERRAM UNAPPROVEDT N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
COWpfr WAl VER N ;o e N
_j I ACCEPT RETURN REJECT "Jj I DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMVENTS: .

A ' '/\H'i/\Q_ KAEA A[IANAAN e
RECOM /CRITERIA a//£fT [ff 6  >ITM\ffr, | o J
REVI EMER fqg~tjj' ~Mc yyAiUl DISCIPLINE //>jfc)r /™
TELEPHONE A A A

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N see attached SLR Y/ N

AW -












































































































The Commonwealth of M assachustts
William Franas Gavin, Saxday of the Commonwedth
Massachusatts Historical Commisson

21 -
January >4sJ 998

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic FHaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW J
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed pleesefind the following nomination form:
Stetson-Ford House, 2 Meadow Farms Way, Norwell (Plymouth Co.), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
SaeHistoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property within the district were notified

of pending State Review Board consderation 30 to 75 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly, N n

Betsy Fnedberg
National Regigster Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

CC. Joseph R. Carty, Chair, Norwell Historica Commisson
Dondd R. LeClair, ., Chair, Norwell Board of Sdectmen
Anne McCarthy Forbes, Presarvation Consultant

220 Morrisey Boulevard, Boston, Masssechusaits 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Webdte www.magnet.datemaus'ssc/mhc



