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DESCRIPTION

21 21 south and west facades
Date ca. 1680-1690
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Style Period exterior
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued bel ow.
SI GNI FI CANCE

The G ddi ngs-Burnhamhouse retains integrity of location, design,
wor kmanshi p, materials and setting initsFirst Period structure
which enmbodies distinctive characteristics of form and construction

eligible under Criterion C

The house i srepresentative of First Period conStryuction i nthe |ast
quarter of the 17th century i nbeam chamfering, joist spacing, and
fram ng system  However, the house incorporates certain conservative
features which link the house to carpentry practjces i nthe earliest
years of settlement. These features are thewattie and daub wall
till, theuse of flat-wise joists inthe cellar and the two story

| apped studs i nthenorth wall. Cunmm ngs argues that the
conservative features are present for two reasons. There was an
earlier house on thesite from which material was salvaged, and the
presumed builder of the present house. Carpenter Thonms Burnham was
an elderly man by the time the house was bhuilt,

George Giddings, who was granted the land i n 1535, sold the property
with dwelling house to Thomas Burnham i n 1667. Burnham was si xty-two
in 1680, the earliest date Curmmings felt the house could have been
built on the basis of style. | nusing wattle and daub, a wallfill
met hod which had pretty well passed out of comnon use by the 1680s
[2], and survives today i nonly cne other example (Fairbanks House),
Burnham nay have been clinging to construction methods learned in his
youth. Familiarity with or preference fortraditional methods may
have predisposed Burnham to salvage and use the flatwise joists in
the cellar and two story studs i nthenorth wall. Flatwise joists,
already being superseded i n England by depthwi se joists when the
first settlers arrived, survive i nonly one other known [ocation i n
Massachusetts, the Fairbanks House of 1537. The tusk tenons of these
joists are |ikewise a conservative feature. The use of tv;ostory
studs occurs i nsone of the earliest surviving houses, although very
occasionally also i nlater houses. The 2 story studs i nthe Burnham
house may have been part of the earlier house. Their redundant use
along with one story studs i nthe present house i s not readily

explainable.

The possibility exists that carpenter Burnham built the two 17th
century houses on Hearthreak Road. They are close geographically,
Thomas Burnham was t he father of Janes Burnham owner of the house at
37 Heartbreak Road, and the G ddi ngs-Burnhamshares with the Low
House a rather distinctive collar beam configuration. The potenti al
fcr comparative study with the two Heartbreak Road houses, should
their concealed features be uncovered, adds to the importance of the

Bur nham house.

-
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EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The G ddi ngs-Burnham house i s5 bays wi de, one room deep, and 2 1/2
stories 1 nheight with a rear lean-to and a 1977 gambrel roofed

addition totheleft side. The house was bhuilt as a double cell,
central chimey structure c. 1680-1690, and has history of several
rear additions, possibly there was at first a lean-to. Then c. 1730
a gambrel roofed one story el |l was built. The el | was l|ater raised

to two stories and i nthe 1930s was remodelled tothepresent lean-to
with full dormer. The clapboarded exterior i sFirst Period i n
appearance except for t hesash windows. The wi ndows are atypically
arranged on thefacade, with four windows on first floor and three
above. There i sa hewn overhang on t hefacade and sides, and a
second overhang at t hegable ends. The roof pitch i srelatively
steep. Smal|l consoles at theoverhang on t hefacade appear t o be a
restoration feature. The pilasteredcentral chimey i sa
reconstruction nmade during restorationof thehouse i n 1935.

MAJCR FI RST PER D FEATURES

First Period features arevisible i nall four roons and t he cellar.
Ot her important features now enclosed i nthewalls which were
discovered during the 1977 work will also be described.

In theleft-hand room, 18 feet deep by 15 1/2 feet wide, the
longitudinal sumrer beam has quarter-round chanfers, flat collars and
| anb's tongue stops. Joists, spaced 19 1/2 to 20 1/2 inches on
centers, areframed into thesumer beamwith bare faced soffit
tenons. Exposed framng i ntheroomincluding thejoists i sof oak,
except for thesunmer beam which i snade of another wood, possibly
tamarack. Wien t hewest wall of theleft-hand room was opened i n
1977, wattle and daub wall filling was discovered. The wattles,
pieces of oak 1t 2 inches wide and shaped t osomething of a point at
each end, "aresprung into notches i nthestuds.”" [1l] Clay and straw
daub was pressed between and behind thewattles.

Opening up t hewest end of thenorth wall 1 n1977 revealed two sets
of studs. e set i sconpose'd of 2" x 3" studs, a single storyi n
length, which aremortised into theframe and runfrom sill to girt
and from girt toplate. The second set which i sredundant, i s
conposed of studs 2 stories i nheight which arelapped and pegged t o
the girt. Possibly thesecond set of studs i srelated tothe George
Gi ddi ngs house built perhaps as early as 1535 and formerly ont he

site.

The right-hand room of dimensions identical totheleft room has
simlar framng features, including a possible tamarack longitudinal
summt beam with quarter round chamers, flat collars and lamb's

tongue stops. .

-9-
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The stairs are enclosed invertical feather-edged sheathing. Most of
the sheathing appears to date from the restoration of the house in
1935. The left- and right-hand chanbers have c. 12 inch wi de sumer
tie beans with quarter round chanmfers with flat collars and lanb's

tongue stops.

Framng in the attic is of principal rafters and common purlins.
There are mortised collar beans. The collar beans are relatively
smal | menbers placed quite high up on the rafters. (Note: collar
beans in the nearby Low House are similar).

Framng in the cellar consists, according to Cunm ngs, of materi al
salvaged from the earlier house on the site. There are longitudinal
spanning beans with broad, flat chanfers. Joists laid flat wise are
framed into the spanning beans with tusk tenons.

Another feature of the cellar is the positioning of a joist at the
inner edge of the foundationand filling the space between the sill-
and joist with a clay and shell mixture.

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

Finishes in the house include vertical board sheathing and sone tvio
panel doors. Because W lIliam Sumer Appleton visited the house in
1914 and found nost of the original finish remved, w can assume
that the current finishes date from the 1935 restoration. Appl et on
did find an oak wainscot door of sunken panels and shadow nol ded
stiles and rails ina reused position in the house and acquiredi t

for SPNEA s architectural nuseum  The door, characteristic of
English work of the period, is assuned to come from the earlier house

on the site.

REFERENCES

1. A L Cumm ngs, Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bay, 1625-1725,
Bel knap Press of Harvard University Press, 1979:139-140

2. David MLaren Hort, Report, George G ddings House, 1978 for M.
and Ms. Norton Sloan.

3. Cumm ngs, Massachusetts and |tsFirst Period Houses. Publication
of the Colonial Society in Massachusetts 51:148-149.
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