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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Giddings-Burnham house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
workmanship, m a t e r i a l s and s e t t i n g i n i t s F i r s t Period s t r u c t u r e 
which embodies d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n 
e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C. 

The house i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of F i r s t Period cons 
quarter of the 17th century i n beam chamfering, 
framing system. However, the house incorporates 
features which l i n k the house to carpentry pract 
years of settlement. These features are the wat 
f i l l , the use of f l a t - w i s e j o i s t s i n the c e l l a r 
lapped studs i n the n o r t h w a l l . Cummings argues 
conservative features are present f o r two reason 
e a r l i e r house on the s i t e from which m a t e r i a l wa 
presumed b u i l d e r of the present house. Carpenter 
an e l d e r l y man by the time the house was b u i l t . 

t r u c t i o n i n the l a s t 
j o i s t spacing, and 
c e r t a i n conservative 

ices i n the e a r l i e s t 
t i e and daub w a l l 
and the two s t o r y 
t h a t the 

s. There was an 
s salvaged, and the 
Thomas Burnham, was 

George Giddings, who was granted the land i n 1535, s o l d the property 
w i t h d w e l l i n g house to Thomas Burnham i n 1667. Burnham was s i x t y - t w o 
i n 1680, the e a r l i e s t date Cummings f e l t the house could have been 
b u i l t on the basis of s t y l e . I n using w a t t l e and daub, a w a l l f i l l 
method which had p r e t t y w e l l passed out of com.mon use by the 1680s 
[ 2 ] , and survives today i n only cne other exam.ple (Fairbanks House), 
Burnham may have been c l i n g i n g to c o n s t r u c t i o n methods learned i n h i s 
youth. F a m i l i a r i t y w i t h or preference f o r t r a d i t i o n a l methods may 
have predisposed Burnham to salvage and use the f l a t w i s e j o i s t s i n 
the c e l l a r and two s t o r y studs i n the n o r t h w a l l . F l a t w i s e j o i s t s , 
already being superseded i n England by depthwise j o i s t s when the 
f i r s t s e t t l e r s a r r i v e d , s u r v i v e i n only one other known l o c a t i o n i n 
Massachusetts, the Fairbanks House of 1537. The tusk tenons of these 
j o i s t s are l i k e w i s e a conservative f e a t u r e . The use of tv;o s t o r y 
studs occurs i n some of the e a r l i e s t s u r v i v i n g houses, although very 
o c c a s i o n a l l y also i n l a t e r houses. The 2 s t o r y studs i n the Burnham 
house may have been p a r t of the e a r l i e r house. Their redundant use 
along w i t h one s t o r y studs i n the present house i s not r e a d i l y 
e x p l a i n a b l e . ' 

The p o s s i b i l i t y e x i s t s t h a t carpenter Burnham b u i l t the two 17th 
century houses on Heartbreak Road. They are close g e o g r a p h i c a l l y , 
Thomas Burnham was the f a t h e r of James Burnham, owner of the house at 
37 Heartbreak Road, and the Giddings-Burnham shares w i t h the Low 
House a ra t h e r d i s t i n c t i v e c o l l a r beam c o n f i g u r a t i o n . The p o t e n t i a l 
f c r com;parative study w i t h the two Heartbreak Road houses, should 
t h e i r concealed f e a t u r e s be uncovered, adds t o the importance of the 
Burnham house. 

- 1 -

Staple to Inventorv form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CChMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conminity: 
IPSWICH 

Form No: 
36 

Property Name: I j ^^g^ ' ' ^^" Durnnam 

Indicate each item on inventory fonn which is being continued below. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Giddings-Burnham house i s 5 bays wide, one room deep, and 2 1/2 
s t o r i e s i n height w i t h a rear lean-to and a 1977 gambrel roofed 
a d d i t i o n to the l e f t s i de. The house was b u i l t as a double c e l l , 
c e n t r a l chimney s t r u c t u r e c. 1680-1690, and has h i s t o r y of several 
rear a d d i t i o n s , p o s s i b l y there was at f i r s t a lean-to. Then c. 1730 
a gambrel roofed one s t o r y e l l was b u i l t . The e l l was l a t e r r a i s e d 
to two s t o r i e s and i n the 1930s was remodelled to the present lean-to 
w i t h f u l l dormer. The clapboarded e x t e r i o r i s F i r s t Period i n 
appearance except f o r the sash windows. The windows are a t y p i c a l l y 
arranged on the facade, w i t h four windows on f i r s t f l o o r and three 
above. There i s a hewn overhang on the facade and sides, and a 
second overhang at the gable ends. The roof p i t c h i s r e l a t i v e l y 
steep. Small consoles at the overhang on the facade appear to be a 
r e s t o r a t i o n f e a t u r e . The p i l a s t e r e d c e n t r a l chimney i s a 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n made durin g r e s t o r a t i o n of the house i n 1935. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

F i r s t Period features are v i s i b l e i n a l l four rooms and the c e l l a r . 
Other important features now enclosed i n the w a l l s which were 
discovered during the 1977 work w i l l also be described. 

I n the l e f t - h a n d room,, 18 f e e t deep by 15 1/2 f e e t wide, the 
l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam has quarter-round chamfers, f l a t c o l l a r s and 
lamb's tongue stops. J o i s t s , spaced 19 1/2 to 20 1/2 inches on 
centers, are framed i n t o the summer beam w i t h bare faced s o f f i t 
tenons. Exposed framing i n the room i n c l u d i n g the j o i s t s i s of oak, 
except f o r the summer beam which i s made of another wood, p o s s i b l y 
tamarack. When the west w a l l of the l e f t - h a n d room was opened i n 
1977, w a t t l e and daub w a l l f i l l i n g was discovered. The w a t t l e s , 
pieces of oak 1 t 2 inches wide and shaped to something of a p o i n t at 
each end, "are sprung i n t o notches i n the studs." [ 1 ] Clay and straw 
daub was pressed between and behind the w a t t l e s . 

Opening up the west end of the n o r t h w a l l i n 1977 revealed two sets 
of studs. One set i s compose'd of 2" x 3" studs, a s i n g l e s t o r y i n 
len g t h , which are mortised i n t o the frame and run from s i l l t o g i r t 
and from g i r t to p l a t e . The second set which i s redundant, i s 
composed of studs 2 s t o r i e s i n height which are lapped and pegged to 
the g i r t . Possibly the second set of studs i s r e l a t e d to the George 
Giddings house b u i l t perhaps as e a r l y as 1535 and form e r l y on the 
s i t e . 

The r i g h t - h a n d room, of dimensions i d e n t i c a l to the l e f t room, has 
s i m i l a r framing f e a t u r e s , i n c l u d i n g a p o s s i b l e tamarack l o n g i t u d i n a l 
summr beam w i t h quarter round chamfers, f l a t c o l l a r s and lamb's 
tongue stops. . 
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The s t a i r s are enclosed i n v e r t i c a l feather-edged sheathing. Most of 
the sheathing appears to date from the r e s t o r a t i o n of the house i n 
1935. The l e f t - and r i g h t - h a n d chambers have c. 12 inch wide summer 
t i e beams w i t h quarter round chamfers w i t h f l a t c o l l a r s and lamb's 
tongue stops. 

Framing i n the a t t i c i s of p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s and common p u r l i n s . 
There are mortised c o l l a r beams. The c o l l a r beams are r e l a t i v e l y 
small members placed q u i t e h i gh up on the r a f t e r s . (Note: c o l l a r 
beams i n the nearby Low House are s i m i l a r ) . 

Framing i n the c e l l a r c o n s i s t s , according to Cummings, of m a t e r i a l 
salvaged from the e a r l i e r house on the s i t e . There are l o n g i t u d i n a l 
spanning beams w i t h broad, f l a t chamfers. J o i s t s l a i d f l a t wise are 
framed i n t o the spanning beams w i t h tusk tenons. 

Another fe a t u r e of the c e l l a r i s the p o s i t i o n i n g of a j o i s t at the 
inner edge of the foundation and f i l l i n g the space between the s i l l -
and j o i s t w i t h a c l a y and s h e l l mixture. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

Finishes i n the house include v e r t i c a l board sheathing and some tvio 
panel doors. Because W i l l i a m Sumner Appleton v i s i t e d the house i n 
1914 and found most of the o r i g i n a l f i n i s h removed, we can assume 
that the current f i n i s h e s date from the 1935 r e s t o r a t i o n . Appleton 
d i d f i n d an oak wainscot door of sunken panels and shadow molded 
s t i l e s and r a i l s i n a reused p o s i t i o n i n the house and acquired i t 
f o r SPNEA's a r c h i t e c t u r a l museum. The door, c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of 
English work of the p e r i o d , i s assumed t o come from the e a r l i e r house 
on the s i t e . 

REFERENCES 

1. A. L. Cummings, Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bay, 1625-1725, 
Belknap Press of Harvard U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1979:139-140 

2. David McLaren Hort, Report, George Giddings House, 1978 f o r Mr. 
and Mrs. Norton Sloan. 

3. Cummings, Massachusetts and I t s F i r s t Period Houses. P u b l i c a t i o n 
of the C o l o n i a l Society i n Massachusetts 51:148-149. 
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