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\SAS ori’éina]ly designed and built, the United States Post Office,
Biddeford, Maine is an excellent example of period architecture utilizing
masonry construction of brick with granolithic quoins, lintels and arches.
The one story and basement structure with masonry load bearing walls on
poured concrete.foundations and footings, utilizing steel and concrete-
formed beams and columns of high load bearing capacity. The metal and
compos1t1on built up roofing is supported by concrete slab on steel fram-
ing and rafters. The first floor of the structure is likewise concrete
slab on steel and concrete formed beam and column construction.

The original tin roof was replaced with copper in 1934. The main
entrance and secondary .entrance were:also remodeled in 1939 to eliminate
the original revolving doors and to replace them with swinging entrance
doors, vestibule and vestibule doors. . The original rear mailing vestibule
was also replaced with an enclosed 1oad1ng ‘pTatform to facilitate receipt
and dispatch of mail by truck. The main structure remains basically as
designed when originally bu11t in 1914, ,

The main facade facing Washington Street features a detailed brick
and granolithic cornice, together with an ornamental granolithic balus-
traded and posted rail above which runs comp]ete]y around the perimeter
of the building. The circle headed transom main entrance includes a
keyed grano]1th1c arch, ‘dentil transom bar and pilastered entrance doors
which remain as originally built with the exception of the sw1ng1ng doors
which replaced the original revolving doors. The main entrance is flanked
by two circle headed transom windows with keyed granolithic arches, dentil
transom bars, over triple double-hung small lighted windows. These are
furthey; flanked by single square headed transam windows with keyed. granos.
lithic 11nte15, transom bars, over s1ng1e double hung sma]] 11ghted win-
dows,. % Lo 3 oo .. . Do

The right side or Federal Street elevation features a side entrance.:
with a square headed transom with keyed granolithic lintel, transom bar,
over swinging entrance doors. Adjacent are four single square headed win-
dows with keyed granolithic lintel, transom bar, over small lighted win-
dows. The rear elevation features an elliptical headed rear entrance with
transom and keyed granolithic lintel, transom bar, over fixed sash and
swinging doors. The rear entrance is flanked by two elliptical headed
transom windows with keyed granolithic lintels, transom bars, over fixed
sash over transom bars over double-hung windows. These are further flanked
by single square headed transom windows with keyed granolithic lintels,
transom bars, over single double-hung small Tighted windows.

3 The minor changes which have been made to the Post Office Building
are compatible to the original design and architecture of the structure.

The interior of the bu11d1ng exhibits 1ittle of historic importance, how-

ever. The exterior is typical of the excellent composition of federal
-buildings of the early Twentieth Century of which this was a forerunner.
Exterior condition good.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

£

-zfrThe United States Post Office, Biddeford, Mathe stands as the(ﬁaptob
type of quality federal buildings erected during the early part of the
Twentieth Century. The building remains a classic example of period
architecture and was completed in 1914 at a cost of $90,000. The, design
and- structure served as blueprint for post offices built during the 1920's
and 1930's. - The property was completely designed and erected from plans
prepared by the Supervising Architect of the Treasury Department, United
States Government. During the planning period from 19M until the execu-
tion of the construction of the building, James Kno aylor and other
architects served the Treasury Department in the capacity of Supervising
Architect. The modest 80 foot by 65 foot building encloses a total floor
area of approximately five thousand three hundred square feet. A loading
dock, containing four hundred fifty square feet of'de@q'?pqqe, réplaced

the original rear vestibule entrancelin 1939. 4
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..The institutional quality of the exterior of the building lends tp 
itsadaptioh for use &s’a'minitipal center dnd'hub for the proposed civic.

.| center for the City of Biddeford. This use would make possible the pre-

servation for posterity of an excellent property with a timeless esthetic
quality which might otherwigg be Tost to our natiqn{; Archi tec turat-Heri-
ta?g'evin . : ., RN ST :
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G.S.A. Region 1 - Post Office & Courthouse, Boston, Mass.

Assessor's Office, City of Biddeford, 205 Main Street, Biddeford, Maine.
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NAME AND TITLE:

bert R. h

Abbott, Assessor

ORGANIZATION DATE
City of Biddeford Dec. 29, 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:

5 Main Street ;
CITY OR TOWN: CODE
Biddeford 23

As the designat‘ed State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

O

The recommended

V

State Local

a0

National

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and

storic Preservation

GPO 901.087
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