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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
I. Present Appearance - the part of Morris Avenue between 20th and 25th
streets, North, illustrates a pattern of commercial growth and development
between ca. 1887 and 1917. Approximately one-half the original buildings
remain, the others having been demolished for parking lots. The street's
architecture is largely late 19th and early 20th century standard warehouse
and commercial construction. The existing structures exhibit details, in
their brickwork, window and door treatments and interior examples of cast
iron structural components which merit preservatlonh}
A. Northside
- 1N\ No. 2014 is a three-story brick office-warehouse which has the most
elaborate brickwork on the street, in the Neo~Classic stylex The ex-
terior is in excellent condition. 1885
2. No. 2016 is a two-story brick frame structure, heavily painted. It
is a standard commercial design with evidence of cast-iron around the
first floor openings. The exterior seems to be in good condition. ca.
1890. T
3. No. 2018 is a three-story brick warehouse of standard commercial
construction. Around the entrances, the cast iron elements are in good

Wwindow openings on the upper floors have been radically remodelled, but

can be repaired. ca. 1892.

4. \No. 2024-2026 is a two-story brick structure. ng facade is symmety

cally divided, with an opening through the right side. The facade is

intact, unaltered, and in excellent condition. ca. 1895.

5. No. 2028 has been drastically altered and unrestorable.

6. No. 2100 - 2102 is a two-story brick structure. The second floor

has been modernized, but the first floor facade retains elements of the

original building, notably its entrance, with cast-iron columns. It

appears to be in good condition. ca. 1900.

7. 2114 is a modern, three-story building; 2120 is occupied by a night

club and has been drastically altered within and without.

8. 2124 is a two-story warehouse, original facade still mostly intact,

in good condition. ca. 1900.

9. 2210 is a standard brick frame, three-story warehouse, with large

windows and interesting entrance. It appears to be in sound condition.

ca. 1920.

10. Nos. 2112, 2114, 2216, 2218, and 2220 are all two-story brick

frame buildings. Facades retain most of their original details; wood

components show signs of decay, but structures appear otherwise to be

sound. ca. 1910-1917.

11. The North side along 2300 and 2400 blocks is the rear portion of

structures facing First Avenue North. . ,gﬁf\K%
B. Southside ’

1. 2017 is a three-story brick frame building of standard commerc1a1

construction. The facade is heavily painted, the structure is generallj

in sound condition. It features original cast-iron 82}5@%? to support

upper stories.ca. 1887

2. 2021 is also a three~story warehouse, with its origlnal facade. It

appears to be in good condition. ca. 1888. :

]
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condition; wood components show signs of severe decay, but are restorable.
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Morris Avenue - I Present Appearance (cont.)
3. 2023 is a two-story standard brick frame warehouse, connected with
2021. It is in good condition. ca. 1888.
4. 2121 is a two-story brick building, featuring a large entrance flanked
by high arched windows. It appears to be sound. ca. 1890.
5. 2123 is a two-story standard commercial brick frame warehouse. The
building is in fair condition, and is currently being remodelled. ca. 188
6. 2201 is a two-story brick frame warehouse in very good condition. The
facade features two wide entrances, and is heavily painted. ca. 1889.
7. 2209 is a three-story standard commercial brick frame warehouse. It
retains its original facade; the interior has been extensively remodelled
to accomodate its present occupants, and the structure is in good conditio
ca. 1890.
8. \2213 is a three-story building featuring one of the more interesting
facades. The first floor has two identical entrances; the second floor
has six windows arranged in two sets of three. The third floor windows
are similarly arranged with each group of three under an arch. The build-
ing appears to be in good condition, but shows signs of wear sm~ca. 1890.
9. 2223 is a spacious, two-story brick building; most of the original
facade is intact, though the lower portion has been significantly altered
by its current occupants, a night club. The structure is in sound conditi
ca. 1895.
70. 2301 is a three-story brick warehouse, exhibiting elements of later
construction, probably ca. 1910-1915. Good condition.
11. 2305 resembles 2301 in design, condition and age.
12. 2309 is a large four-story brick warehouse resembling the others on
the block, in similar condition. ca. 1915.
13. The 2400 block is occupied mostly by nondescript places, drastically
remodelled and changed.

The property above may be described as all of Morris Avenue and the pro-
perty fronting upon the street between 20th and 25th streets, North;
extending 82 feet back on the North side, and 75 feet back on the South.

The 2300 and 2400 blocks are included to effect a future proposed connection

with the Sloss Furnace site due east of the area above.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

\

A\
The area of Morris Avenue from 20th Street North through the 2400

block was the city's principal wholesale food center until the 1950's.
Almost all buildings, excepting possibly the last block, date from ca. 1885
to 1905 and are the only major concentration of late 19th century warehouse
architecture left in the city. The brickwork exteriors and the use of cast
iron structural components within and without make Morris Avenue a valuable
remnant of the mason's and ironmonger's art™ Approximately one-half of the
structures remain, and plans exist to convert the area into a visitor's and
entertainment area featuring special shops, offices and restaurants.

The street is named for Josiah Morris, a Montgomery banker who was
among the original developers of the site which became Birmingham. Until
the late 1880's the street was open countf??‘most of its structures date
from 1888 to ca. 1900, a few are later.

In 1905 the first firemen to lose their lives in the line of duty in
the city died in the early hours of July 4th, when the fire-ravaged walls
of 2105 Morris Avenue collapsed on the crew of Station No. 1.

The Birmingham City Council designated the area from 20th Street North
to 25th Street North along Morris Avenue as the "Morris Avenue Historical
District," in July, 1972.
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Vertical Files:

Interviews:

Raynond Rowell, Historian
Bob Moody, Architect

Gerry Laughlin, Birmingham Fire Department

Birmingham Public Library
Birmingham News-Herald

Various promotional books and pamphlets on Birmingham, early 1900's (to
World War) in Southern History and Literature Department, Birmingham Public

Library.
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