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Mechanics* Hall
Name of area (if any) Historic District

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5"

Staple to left side of form 3. General date or period 185iK" 1925
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4. Is area uniform (explain™: ,
no (mixed Victorian and
in style? 20th century)

in condition? no (fair to excellent)
.Rolls 26, 27 25 in type of ownership? vyes (private)
in use? yes (comoiercial)
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance o this area.

Physj.cal District; Containing eight conmerclal buildings, the Mechanics'
Hal | District contains one of WWrcester's few remaining clusters of
densely built commercial row buildings. Boundaries for the district were
chosen to Include row buildings on both sides of Main Street (north and
south of Mechanics' Hall) which preserve a sense of Main Street's devel-
opnent In the |ate nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and which
provi de Mechanics" Hall with the densely built setting for which it was
designed. Rear bovndarles of the district follow the rear | ot lines of
i ncluded buildings, which are:

1, Central Exchange Buil ding,
WG <Reston of Boston, archite
1902 (Fvller & Delano, architect

301-315 Main Street: built 1895-1896
ct)), addition at building's north end
S

Built in 1895-1896, the Central Exchange Buildin?.occupi es the site of
the dd Central Exchange Building of 1830, a Federalist style bkil4ing
whi ch was burned in 1843, rebuilt in iQkh and denolished in the!l 8903,

A five-storey structure, faced witaa |imestoie, the presen®t buildin
was illustrated in the American Architect and Building Hws in 1896, at
which tinme it consisted of the southern three-quarters of the present

facade.  eclectic Classical design, the facade was originally synme-
tirical, termnating in end pavilions whichrise to broken scroll pedinents
of pressed copper. At the ftirst storey center isarichly carved |ime-
stone entry (now being uncovered). Uoper floors contain a wealth of
carved stone panels, arched w ndow heads set on carved capitals, and

other decorated w ndow surrounds. |n 1902 the building was extended
northward fromitsoriginal end pavilion. Built inthe style of the
original stznicture, this addition has frontages on M n and Exchange
Streets, and contains elaborat e'IA%/ caryed linestone as well a&; origilnal
stone and netal store fronts. the rear of the building, concealed
fromMain Street, isal
to the Central Building
construction, this rear

ater four-storey brick building which is connected
by bridges. O wutilitarian design and |ater
building i suninportant to the area's significance.

The Central Exchange Building was first owned b)é Ms, Lizzie Davis

Dewey, daughter of real estate devel oper Harrison Bliss and wife of

Francis H Dewey, |t is probable that Ms, Dewey held title to the

%raopert%/ but did not take an active part initsdevel opnent, Francis H
wey, the son and grandson of promnent |ocal judges, was born in Vr-

cester in 1856, studied law in a local law office and at Harvard UWhiversJfcty

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, (cont,)
early maps, elc.
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and in 1879 blgfi* his omn law office inWrcester, 1In 1880 he was nade

a trustee of “he Mechanics' National Bank and of the Wrcester Savings
Bank (both early tenants of the Central Exchange Building), By 1888
Dewey had been el ected president of the National Bank inadditionto

his other extensive business interests, anong which were the Wrcester
Consol i dated Street Railway Cbrrpang (director after 1893» president after
1898), MNw England Investnent and Sectirlty CGonpany (of which he was
resident) and the New England Tel ephone and Tel egraph Coiapanj (of which
e was a director), Dewey's Interest in commercial devel opnent i s _
characteristic of nany of the Clt%/'S promnent |awyers, who took an active
role in the comrercial developnent of Main Street in the nineteenth century,

2. Mechanics' Hall. 321 Main Street: built 1855-1857 (El bridge Boyden,
architect), A unique exanple of Italianate style architecture and con-
taini n? an early concert hall. Mechanics' Hall serves both as a major
| ocal landmark and as a focal point of the Mechanics' Hall District,
Mechanics' Hall was listed inthe National Register of Historic Places
on Novenber 9, 1972; for further information see nom nation papers.

Enpty lot, 317-333 Main Street; site of a Victorian Gothic style
commer ci al bl ock, denolished,

3, Biirnslde Building, 33343 Min Street: built 1886-1887 (Bradlee,
Wi”~slow and Wetherell of Boston, architects),

The Burnside Building is a four-storey brickblock with ornate sand-
stone trim Designed as a row building, the structure' sfacade (west)
originally contained store fronts (first storey) and plate-glass display
W ndows (second storey) set ina cast-iipon surround. This original
arrangenent of the first two stories i snow covered by nodern materials.
The building's upper three stories are symetrically arranged about a
narrow center bay. Al |l windows are set In stone architraves with decora-
tive panels between third and fourth storey w ndows> fifth storelendOV\s
are arranged in grougs of two and three wi ndows, divided internally by
stone colums. At the roof line i s a wde sandstone entabl ature, above
which i s a shallow cornice of egg- and-dart noul di ng and raodillions.

Al t hough eziiploying el ements of nmanesque Revfral design, the Burnside
Bui I ding does not fit purely into a single style, -

Anong the |arger commercial blocks of the 18803, the Burnside Buildin
was built by the heirs of Samuel Burnside (alocal lawer) on the sifce o
an earlier two-storey commercial building. Acting as a corporate body,
the Burnside heirs received plans for the building fromthe Boston firm
of Bradlee, Wnslow and V/etherell, designers of the Henenway Buil ding
(corner Trenont and Court Streets, Boston) to which the Biirnside Building
bears a resenbl ance.

(conte)
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7) Flags' 3 Buil ding, 282-291]. Main Street; built 1854. (architect
unknown)

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO~M"SSION

Ofice of the Secretary, Boston

A izaportant local exanple of Italianate architecttire, Flagg's
Building | sWrcester's best-preserved commercial block of the |850s,
a major period of buildingin dowtown Wrcester, Four stories high,
of brick construction, Flagg's Building i s of rectangular plan and has
a nearly flat roof which slopes to the building' s rear. e building's
facade {east) I s symmetrical, consisting of a slightly projectingpavilion
of two Fanel s' width, flanked on each side by an additional tw panels.
Each wal | panel contains two w ndows at each storey, i s framed by brick
piers and rises to a corbelledhead above which thé roof line ist.rinmed
with a raodillioned wooden cornice, WisdoEK |intels are nade of casfe iron,
being pedinents on consoles (2nd storey), flat hoods on consoles (3rd
storey) and sinple noul ded hoods (U.th storey). Alterationsto the facade
| ncl ude nodern store fronts occupying the positionof original store
fronts and second storey displayw ndows added to the first, fifth and
sixth wal | panels counting fromsouth to north. Despite these alterations,
Fl _ag%' S Building isthe city's best exanple of itstype and period, one
whi ch retains unique features inits wood, brick and cast-iron trim and
especially initsfine cast-iron nane plaque. The building stands at _
the southeast corner of a large | ot assenbled by the property's present ownei
as nuch of this larger | ot has been cleared and bears no relation to the
significance of the Mechanics' Hall District, only the land on which the
bl ock Ec,tands (Lot #i.6. Assessors' Book 2, p«27) i'sincluded in this
nom nati on.

Built at a cost of $50, 000, Fl agg' s Buildingwas owned by Augustus
and Ellsha Plagg, whose fam |y had been associatod w th Wrcester: frgsm
the time of itsfirst settlement inthe 1670s, Flagg's Building was
built "on the site of an extensive bakery establishnent which was owned
and o?erat ed by Enoch and Ellsha Plagg" around 1800, O February 18,
1815 the bakery buildings were destroyed by fire, after which the use

of the site i s unknown until 1Q5k-» L%on conpl etion, Flagg's Building
contained six store fronts at street level, offices at the second storey
and |odgings at the third and fourth stories,

5. Day Building, 300-310 Main Street: built 1897-1398 (Barker &
Nourse, architects), 1898-1899 (Barker & Nourso, architects), 1906
(George T, Tribe, architect)

(e of Wrcester's largest nineteenth-century office blocks, the
DCay Building's major facade fronts on Main Street and contains elements
of Romanesque Revival style architecture with finely carved trimof
| i mestone.  The Day Buildingwas nomnated to the National Register of
Historic Places on Septenber |3, 1978; for further information see
nom nation papers,
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7) 6, Former \WWrcester Five Cent Sayings Bank, 316 Main Street; built
1891 (Stephen C Earle, architect) A unique local exaitQle of Ronanesque
Revival style architecture, the forner Wrcester Five Cent Savings Bank
s a f|ve-store?/ bl ock built of_?/el.low brickwth [inmestone and fine
ellow terracotta tri this buildingwas nomnated to the National
egi ster of Historic Places Septenber 13, 1978, For ftirther information
see nom nation papers,

7. Central Buildi ng, 322-332 Main Street: built 1925 (architect unknown)
(0 classically derived design, the Central Building i s a seven-storey
steel-frame structurefaced wth dressed |imestone. The buildinghas a
se/rmetrlcal facade arranged about a central court, facingValnut Street,
although the building's nost promnent elevation faces Main Street (east).
The first tw stories of the Main Street elevationcontain netal store
fronts, enmbossed with a variety of classical motifs, all in original
condition. Upper floors are largely tndecorated, except for a decorated
stone course (top of second storey), a cast-iron frieze and co,oper cornice
with cresting at the roof line. Anong the [ast major office blocks built
downt own before the Geat Depression, the Central Buildingisa well-
preserved exanrple of it speriod,

8, (Second) _Statellé utual Building (now the Gonmerce Building), 3j.0
Main Street: built [ti9U-iti97 (Peaboay & St eanms of Boston, architects)

Built as Wircester's first "skyscraper", the (Second) State Mitual
Building i sanine-storey steel-frame structure, faced with dressed white
marble. The building i s of extremely ornate. Renaissance Revival design,
rising froma one-storey base of rusticated piers to an intermediate
two-storey stage of deeFIy draughted stonework. Upper floors are faced
with dressed marble ashlar. The building' s facade (eas'tag) IS s%/rrmetrl cal
with two store fronts on each side of the main entry. Above the entr
is a Palladianw ndow franmed by pilasters and Corinthian colums, wit
a deep, coffered frane. Flanking this w ndow sj? four arched w ndows
set insimlarly elaborate surrounds. The fourth to eighth stories are
domnated at their centers by three f|ve-store?/_h| gh arches. The ninth
floor has paired arched windows. At the roof lineisa cornicewth
modl | 11 ons. The building' s south elevation (faci n% Mapl e Street) bears
simlar decoration to that Qf the facade. A ong the western (Maple Street)
edge of this propert% i san eight-storey addition, built inthe early
twentieth century. uilt of buff brickwith limestone trim this addition
is largely undecorated and i s connected to the 1897 buil ding by bridges.

Regarded as "the first nodern office buildinginthe city" at the tine
of itsconstruction, the State Muitual Buil dingwas the second office
bui I ding constructed for the State Mitual Life Assurance onpany (the
first buildingwas at 2if0 Main Street - see Form#116-CBD 13), ~The
conpany was founded i n Wrcester iniQI*-I1"kS as the nation's fifth life
I nsurance conpeuiy. Between 1872 and the |ate |1880s, the State Mt ual

(coat.)
Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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7) 8,

(OB pany shared 2¥OMain Street with the Merchants' and Farmers" Fire

| nsurance Conpany, Be?_l nni n? inthe late 1880s, the growmh of State
Mitual s business led first to the sole acquisition of 2|.0 Main Street
and later to the construction of 34AOMin Street, Planned as a |avish
corporate synbol, the (Second? State Mutual Building contained a |arge
Interior court with agrand staircase and an arcade Io%gla at the second
storey. The building's top floor was occupied in 1897 by the Comrmonweal t h
Aub and Brighams Resta\irant, while the store fronts were occupi ed by
various tenants until 1907, s:fter which all were occuPl ed by banks and

I nvest ment counsel| ors. Except|ng? the alterationof the main entry and
sone of the store fronts, the building islntact,

SI G\ FI CANCE:

~ The Mechanics' Hall District contains a g_roup of Victorian Gothic
€ud early twentieth century conmercial buildings of exceptionally high
architectural quality. Mst notable are Mechanics' Hall, arare
|talianate performance hall and commercial block of 1855-1857; Flagg's
Bui | di ng, oneof Worcester's last and best Italianate comercial blocks;
the Wrcester Five Cent Savings Bank, anunusual exanple of Ronanesque
Revival architecture, and the (Second) State Mutual Building, Wrcester's
first skyscraper and anornate exanplé of Renaissance Revival architecture.
Qher buildings inthe district, such as the Day Building, the Central
Exchange Building and the BSirnslde Building are good exanples of |ate
Victorian commercial architecttire, retaining most of the original carved
stonework and store fronts. Finally, the Central Building provides a
?ood, unal tered exajtrple of late Classical Revival taste, one which dates
romthe [ast period in which dowtown V/orcester prospered. The district's
onl\)/ intrusion i s avacant |ot onthe south side of Mechanics' Hall where
a Victorian Gothic style block once stood.

~In addition to the high architectural quality of the individual

bui | di ngs, the Mechanics™ Hall District i s oneof the [ast sections of
Main Street to retainthe apE_earance of the dense rowconstruction W\¢h
once |ined Main Street fromlLincoln Square t oFranklin Square, but which
has been fragnented by demolitions in the last twenty years. Finally,
the area's densely built character provides anappropriate setting for
Mechani cs' Hal |, a building of regional inportance which was designed
tofitinto acomercial district.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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