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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wendelin Grimm Homestead, a one hundred and sixty acre tract of 
land, is located within the three thousand acres of the Carver Park Nature 
Center Reserve in the NW%, Sec. 4, T116N, R24W, Carver County, Minnesota

The homestead is part of the soft rolling landscape found throughout 
the Chaska, Minnesota area. Positioned presently on the homestead are 
two structures; a house and a barn.

The house was built in 1876 and is a nice cohesive appearing two-story 
brick farmhouse. At present the farmhouse is vacant. The west 
portion of the farmhouse is the initial building constructed of area brick 
and includes a field stonewall basement with earthen floor. Added shortly 
after is the east portion of the, farmhouse. It is a wood frame building 
with a brick veneer covering. Two wooden additions to this portion of the 
house serve as entryways to the ground floor. This portion of the house 
does not include a basement. > ' t/»

The roof is shingled with cedar shakes and the roof line capped with m 
three brick chimneys. The interior of the house has been vandalized and m 
weather damaged. The farmhouse hds been completely boarded up by the 
Carver Park Reserve to prevent further damage by the elements. The 
windows are two over two panes placed in a semi-elliptical opening with a z 
radiating voussoir arch. The outside entrance to the basement is located </» 
on the south side of the building.

A barn is located about one hundred and twenty feet south east of the 
farmhouse. It was built in early 1950, by a former owner, in a quonset 
hut style, constructed of wood and asphalt shingles.

Wendelin Grimm bought the homestead with a log cabin, barn and clearing 
.on the, homestead. ̂  "T,he original log building of house, barn, and granary 
were replaced by him about the year 1875'!/^ Of the replacements only the 
farmhouse still stands.

The bronze plaque that is attached to the rock boulder is located 
about seventy-five feet from the southeast corner' of the farmhouse in the 
front yard. The inscription reads as follows: "Commemorating Wendelin 
Grimm, resident of Minnesota 1857-1891, who originated Grimm Alfalfa on 
this farm. Erected June 1924 by Grimm Alfalfa Growers Associations." 
(The date of Grimm's death is incorrect, he died in 1890.)

The characteristics of the land have not been encroached since the 
time of Wendelin Grimm's agricultural accomplishments. The fields are no 
longer utilized for farming but are now incorporated into the wildlife 
sanctuary of the Carver Park Nature Center Reserve.

It is the one hundred and sixty acre tract of land that is being 
nominated to the National Register, for it was on this site that Wendelin 
Grimm developed his hardy perennial strain of Grimm Alfalfa.

1. Carver County Assessor's Office, District 109 Laketown Township, pp.271
2. Kelzer, Frank L., The History of Grimm Alfalfa, pp.1
3. Ibid.; pp.21 ,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ...

Grimm Alfalfa is one of Minnesota's-main contributions to American 
agriculture, and its history is an interesting and significant story of 
a hardy forage plant that was brought to America some one hundred and 
seventeen years ago by a German immigrant named Wendelin Grimm, Although 
millions of Europeans migrated to the United States in the course of the 
nineteenth century, Grimm stands out as an individual farmer-pioneer who 
made an important specific contribution to American agriculture.

He immigrated to America with his wife and three children and made 
his way to the'town of XDhaska in Carver County, Minnesota in August of 
1857. Wendelin Grimm was born in the 1818 in the village of Kulsheim, 
located in the Grand Duchy of Baden, Germany. The village of Kulsheim 
was known for its advances in agriculture and farming. Grimm was nearly 
forty years old when he left and he would retain and promote the 
farming methods and interest of his homeland.

One of the possessions that Grimm carried from his homeland was a 
bag of alfalfa seeds that he referred to as "ewiger klee" - "everlasting 
clover", as the plant was called in Germany because of its' perennial nature

August 27, 1857, marked the day of the instrume,n£j for the purchase 
of 160 acres of land from John Neunsinger in the NW% Sec. 4, T117N, 
R24W, Carver County, Minnesota.

The following spring Wendelin Grimm planted his alfalfa seeds and 
began the long process that over the years would eventually develop the 
first winter hardy strain of alfalfa in the United States. This alfalfa 
strain would prove to be very advantageous to American agriculture. The 
soil of the Chaska area was beneficial to the growth of the crop but 
Minnesota winters proved to be too severe and winter-killed the majority 
of the perennial plants. Year after year, Wendelin collected the seeds 
of those plants that survived and replanted, eventually developing a 
strain of alfalfa that could withstand the severest of winters, that up 
to this time, was non-existent in the United States.

"It has been said that he did not understand the 'practical or the 
scientific importance of his experiment in acclimatization.' But he knew 
that what he called his 'everlasting clover' was good for beef cattle."
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1. Edwards, Everett E. and Russell, Horace H., "Wendelin Grimm and 
Alfalfa" Minnesota History, Volume 19, pp.21

2. Register of Deeds, Carver County, Tract-Book A.
3. Blegen, Theodore C., Minnesota, A History of the State, pp.396
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8. Significance

Grimm's Alfalfa, in its early.years, received little attention and was 
grown principally within a ten mile radius of his farm by neighbors; who 
recognized the crop as a permanent source of fodder and fertility to the soil, 
It was not until the efforts of Arthur B. Lyman, a school teacher-farmer 
from Carver County, that Grimm's alfalfa was brought to the attention of the 
agricultural world; this was almost ten years after Wendelin Grimm's death 
in 1890. Prior to 1900, it was believed by the northern farmers of the 
United States that it was just impossible to grow a perennial stand of 
alfalfa. It was also during this time, after the passage of the Enclosure 
Act of 1871 that a greater demand for a forage crop was created as fences 
were being erected on the open and vacant fields.

Mr. Lyman met with Professor Willet M. Hays, head of the Agricultural 
Experiment Station of the University of Minnesota in St. Paul in 1900 and 
informed him about the stands of alfalfa in Carver County. Mr. Hays con 
ducted an extensive tour of Carver County with Mr. Lyman and seeds were 
immediately procured and testing undertaken. By 1904, other experimental 
stations obtained the seeds and in the 1920's Grimm Alfalfa became a 
standard crop in Minnesota and throughout the Northwestern United States 
and Canada.

Professor Hays in 1904 officially in a Press Bulletin referred to this 
hardy alfalfa as "Grimm Alfalfa" for the first time.^

The tremendous popularity of the alfalfa crop grew in usage from 658 
acres in 1900 in Minnesota to 702,578 acres in 1930. 5

Dairy farming and other livestock industries advanced in Carver County 
and in the Northern United States because the alfalfa provided the necessary 
forage to feed the animals.

"The production of a forage plant so hardy as Grimm Alfalfa, with its 
permanence, enormous yields, high protein content, economy as a crop, and 
value as a soil builder and weed throttler, is almost without parallel 
in plant history"^ wrote Everett E. Edwards, United States Department of 
Agriculture, Washington, D.C., in 1938.

On June 10, 1924, the Grimm Alfalfa Grower Association gathered at the 
Wendelin Grimm Homestead and dedicated a bronze plaque to pay tribute to the 
German pioneer who originated the Grimm Alfalfa on this property.

4. Edwards, Everett E. and Russell, Horace H., "Wendelin Grimm and Alfalfa", 
Minnesota History, Volume 19, pp.26

5. .Ibid., pp.29
6. Ibid., pp.32
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