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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The red brick, two-story Avoca school stands on a wooded corner
lot toward the south end of the main commercial street. The building
is rectangular in plan with a projecting front facade entrance.

The school has a raised basement of rough cut stone. A stone water
table projects above the basement.

Fenestration on both floors is dominated by tall, double-hung
windows. Both ends of the building have rows of three such windows
on each floor. The rear wall has two sets of paired wimdows on each
floor. 1In each end gable are five small arched windows that add
greatly to the bulldlngs de51gn. The larger windows have heavy stone
sills and lintels.

Entrance is through the front facade. This facade, with its
gable roof, extends out fron the major portion of the building. A
small paneled door is located in the side of the extension. The
main entrance has a newer glass door.

The original bell tower sits atop the extended facade gable.

The original bell is still in place.

Brick detailing highlights the structure. A patterned brick belt
course extends around the building between the two floors. Similar
patterned brick accentuates the gable ends and arched windows. The
stepped brick cornice and decorated pedimented gables make the building
distinctive in comparison to later brick schools of the area.

\ A spiral fire escape has been added to the rear of the building.
Aside from that and the new door, the exterior retains its original
integrity.

The interior consists of four classrooms flanking wide,open
stairway. The building has metal ceilings and plaster walls. Lighting
has been changed to flourescent bulbs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Avoca school is one of the nicest school buildings found in

southwestern Minnesota.

been razed to make way for more modern buildings.
The school is last in a long line of inteﬁ%ting educational
Avoca was established as a center of one

buildings in Avoca.

Many of the larger brick structures have

of Bishop John Ireland's Catholic Colonization Bureau colonies.
In 1883 Bishop Ireland opened the Academy of St. Rose of Lima,
one of the earliest academies in the western part of the state.
Attendqnce was low, so in 1884 Ireland signed a contract with
the United States government to run an educational institution

for Sioux Indian girls.
the school was a boy's military academy.
building burned down.

School District 28, the first public school
established in 1879 and operated out of a parish hall.

This functioned until 1893.
In 1910 the frame

Later

in Avoca was

Increases

in attendence led to construction of the brick Avoca school
building in 1894.

tion closed the school.

appropriate use.

The school operated until 1970, when consolida-
Students are now bused to Fulda and Slayton.

The Village of Avoca owns the school and is searching for an

The building should be preserved for its architec-

tural merit in a small (pop. 200) town and its association with
a long history of Avoca as an educational center.
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Lots 4 & 5, Block 13, Original Plat
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