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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections
1. Name
historic Townsend House
and/or common  Same
2. Location
street & number 980 Central Avenue not for publication
city, town  Needham vicinity qt .congressional.district  Ninth
state li'iassachiisetts Qe 025 ;, ,yognty Norfpik ade (21>
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum

X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work In progress educational A private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object in process X yes: restricted government scientific

being considered _iyes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
11
4. Owner of Property
name Robert D. and Nancy Peck
street & number 980 Central Avenue
city, town Needham vicinity of state Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pegistry of Deeds, Norfolk County
street&number 650 High Street
city, town Dedham state Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
_ Inventory of the Historic Assets
titte of thp Cnnnnnwpalth has this property been determined elegible? yes no
date 1977 federal X state county local
depository for survey records MssaChusettS H St Orl Cal mm%l m
Boston state""Mss~chusetts 02108

city, town



1. DeSCription NEECHAM Townsend House, 980 Central Avenue

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered A original site

X good ruins X altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (f known) physical appearance

The Towsend Hbuse stands on itsoriginal site at the junction of Central Avenue and Nehoi den
Street adjacent to Needhams earIY town center. ltssite, which borders North Hill and occcu-
pies a slight rise surrounded by [awns, gardens, ax shade trees, is part of the twenty acre
parcel purchased by the first owner. Reverend Jonathan Tov/nsend. The property is now sur-
rounded by other private hones, primarilyof a later date.

Extensively renodel ed during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the Townsend Housei s
ﬁ_resently square in plan two roons deep with a five bay center entry facade facing north.
ie two story wood frane structure i s sheathed with clapboards and is enclosed by anansard
roof with paired interior chinmeys. Trimconsists of paneled corner pilasters Supporting a
wde frieze and boxed cornice as well as nol ded wndow franes with corner blocks. Sashis

6 inthe nainfloorsad 22 in the dorners.

Entries are located on the north and west elevations. The north entry consists of a paneled
door enfraned by sidelightsad a transomand is protected by a Doric portico. The west entryi:¢
flanked by sidelightsad has a nore severe Doric portico which carries a balustrade. A one
story shed roof porch extends fromthe east elevation, while a gable roof ell and hip roof
garage partially obscure the south el evation.

A originally constructed c. 1720, the house vas a one roomdeep, tw story structure with a
central chinmey and a center entrr on the west elevation. O the first floor the south
served as a kitchen while the north roomserved as a parlor ad the upper roons as cnanters.
This original structure neasured 50 feet by 23 feet ad had a fieldstone foundation only under
the parlor. Aterations were nade following 1769 when the Reverend Sanoel Vést, Neednams
second mnister, purchased the hone. M. t added the northeast roons on the first and
second floors, giving the house an L-shaped Pl an. In 1837, the house changed hands again and
significant changes were nade including a shift fromthe central chinmey holse with a westerly
orientation to a central hall house with a northerly orientation. This vas achieved by adding
a spacious stairhall reached by a porticoed Geek Revival entry on the north elevation.

other najor exterior change vas the addition of a simlar Geek Revival enfranenent to the
original west entry. Interior renovations of this period included the neoclassical trim of
the central hall and the northeast roomwhich had been added in the previous buil di ng phase.

The |ast najor change occured c. 1870 when the mssing southwest quarter of the now four-
square house vas added, and the conposition vas unified beneath a nansard roof. The third
floor thus created vas [ it by three dorner wndows on the east and west elevations and two on
the north and south elevations. The kitchen/garage ell vas added to the south elevation during
the twentieth century.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Vntt»d States Department ef the Interier

Mationat Park Service

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET

Property tIAAGAATUDN AN Arryron Working No
Fed. Reg. Dat«:
Federal Agency: Date Du>- V-IINTX
Action: -f:~ ACCEPT.
resubmission Entered | n tha RETURN
nomination by person or local government Matlona Beg'atgp REJECT.
owner objection photos.”
iippeai maps
Substantive Review: sample request appeal NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

eNomination returned for: «technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

x3. Classification

YPvMic >«iiil»>tl»n arura»i>i

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Pescription

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

liBS Mns property beentfetermtneds|tQIMs? yee i

7. Pescription

, eoeHent . d»Wik>ixl«d unaiisrad
K . ruint
Mr

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



6. Significance

summary paragraph "5
completeness

clarity '
applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception

other
Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

larr

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

Tiw ewahiaiad sifnMcanoe of ttils propofty wMMn ttie Mais to*

al alalt tocai

t MMOCIC Praaanrallen OfNoer alsnature

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date.

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504


















ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HI-~TORK" PLAT

STATE

Date Entered

Name

Mel rose Town Center Historic District

American Net and Twi ne
Conpany Factory
(Canbridge Multiple Resource Area)

Townsend House

Lewi s, Joshua, House

Honorabl e Edward M Kennedy
Honorabl e Paul E Tsongas
Honorabl e Edward J. Markey
Honorable Thomas P. O Neill, Jr.
Honor abl e John Joseph Mbakl ey

Mi d- Atlantic Regional Office, N°S
North Atlantic Regional Office, NS

APRIL 1,

MASSACHUSETTS

1982

Locatior

Mel rose
M ddl esex County

Canbri dge
M ddl ese:: County

Needham
Norfol k County

Needhan
Norfol k County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski

Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hi storical Conm ssion

294 WAshington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

For further information, pleasecall the National Rc-rister at (202 27 2-3504



