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The h]n sha : :i :iol;->s "'-vise is - tyo ; ca'^ late < d bh conniyy structure -with a 
^anbrel roof, center chimney, and 9-v;indo'.v facade. -esl des the elaborate 
front en try, ;,he rov/ of dentils on the ^'acade is tbe only decorative 
element o" the naln oart o n the house. /Tne -o a-.- ol PS'n corner boards and 
t e y'nnloiT f'ra-nes -re -°sn mi th-v-t dotail. hho fr-.-t entry i s a str;ikin~ 
•niece of crafl tsma.nsb;i n. hhe nanolod d.oublo-le.ah' door- jy "1 andcod oy 
"''luted nilnntors i,he caoitaV; o'" v/hlch aro in a .-ii nnt nou'i. mh,.; panes 
o r> the six-nano ovo--'oor !i r" ; 't rn : v^ archn-b. -oads, -jrobably ao/ieo vb'en a

on b"r ie facade, nn-J •-•ccasiora'i "hv one o"i :-ev;h'--re, is a^cheo 'n bh : : ; manner. 
Variations on i!:is t;-.0'.ie occur on the --ovt:; a no n-r-bh sid-'S jn the uooer 
story v; i ndovrs. bt r,-,;: roar, only one vd.noos '-as "i^/'l rash and is arched; 
the rest are 6/d or a/h a.-u olain. "here ar- -ab'-T 5 norrnens o^ ti:e roar 
o" the ell v/h:i ch n;.-v'v-ncnt a I'-'i-r acc^oii^n, --robably o/ ¥ '^' 7 d.

The no~th e i.l ar- -ro 1 1 a3 bit-.; r; xtens 1 orB :>'' tb= ;••'•'.- por;/i-)n at the roar 
and sontb side is ao-aront'ly ^ oroduct o !-> bho "' -?i.. " " y b contury. Vho 
oorci: o'" o" o oil b:a.: :-,"i •-:••:•.. ^r coin-ins a^! - nia-'n o-bhirrbraao. bbov;/ it 
js - ••:;;all roon \-:\ (.':'• ln;o p^cb-o^ naiios o" -.la..-.; 'nL.<; front v;i^dov,r and 
a mailer vri naov; to tb ••.-• v^)"b;i. Tin:; :.aln c::. : n'~:y ":-; n ./.• original stack 
ana :': s of brick covorod vr' th stiicco or cl'nr, T:-o ro:-' :> is co-roosition 
srii^-^le. ;: 'he "'ov'^aa^m an;; ::t:-;:v- a."^ 'bar^e sancl:';-G'}^o biocn-n-.
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"he -"ionse v/a." e"<tea::lvely ro.-.yieled in . ! f •, bnt t,.o vrvxhvor.' and SLajr— 
c-sos o ' ti'ie interior v.rere not altered.. b > •. old, v;i do "loor boards have 
been uncovered in b'o fro-L roon:-; o- hbo first, -:'lo -r, out ro'-;yri n beneath 
ao.ver floorirn- in t!. : roar roo; ; :S, The sn,.n.:r bea-i -is caso--i "n(.; occasional! 
a corner OOSL .is ree.-i. hiie tav-.. rn roo.n, t" ••• front room at, tr.-:- r-.orth, has 
neon ren toro'l to ins &)•• ^.r II.-,n vrher; Li..;- '. : onn'.;- •.•:• s a hotel, "deero is 
v.-)aneT ir.<- :-;\:n"oy i nai v < r~ b -o J .b;.r:n;'l ace, a^ ; a oanol en :nnit/el "Dove v;h-; c- is 
a rov; o'" se'n:-n •-^cheo "bass (nniboar"; boo^o v/i n '';; •- li-d-ts in each. 'Tiie 
s .-th nanlor iiss "'sl;j.t.;b >-v, ry -i- hot: o^ t- e "'.re i 1 -co -.vbb' -' o v- : b G 
other wa'ls D--:"ir-.-. ,: c' air r-n "i , fnrni--- -- v;a.' nscoi. : 'e:r- the s-r--y>r

lo^ ;- kitchen across bh- r^ar oT ;-b:e '*'. rst floor o's na/n a 1ov:er cejlnir 
ban no a--iaronn n^ars. )n bho so-tb v;aVl -y: :h'sdl .']:.-• •o-ineT Jin- • nd o- "bhe 
v.ost v:all is ^ hd--e "ir--"'PCO vn -J, a —ry la--'-' st —o ''-nto'i - nd a bake 
ov^n to the r! -r t. :ho " ed-nv/ood 'oo:n" is nohiro „; e old kitcrien -n 
is o^ 1 ; Y J v rba-e. vr-1; vov-tica'l bl osri ; ;)^rbh • -— 1 ivaiao -otir -. ^r 
hhe second floor t, : . -n-V r •• s n- :• .]=-•-nod b- -'—••• ' '•-.-:••• ••-'•:' • r-. ,- :
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, t. ov>T1 , -hb?- bh- o;-r-ont.h-,n - ••" the chnrcl;, -nd -v i"t--: os, i-nroijet:;, a^ 

Ad l^UnTS^ v-ro he 1 ! hero. '1 so on the -or—; '-h-or is inu-rent.j.rr" v;a:-n- 
iic" runs VP hd c'hb'1 ••' OM. on^ --r-.i —:b 1 •-'< • . •:s; t:i1.iy on a^-snor.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Phelps TTouse was built in 1771 by T.ieutenant Dnvid Phelps for his 
second son, Elisha, born in 1737* Elisha died in 1776 while serving as 
a commissary in the Continental Army, having achieved the rank of Captain. 
TT is wjdow, Posetta Owen Phelps, continued to live in the hor.se until 1779 
"when she married Caleb Hotchkiss of New Haven. Tt was then bought by 
General Noah Phelps, a brother of Elisha, who, a few years later, after 
acouisition of a more irretentions nronerty in the town, conveyed it to 
his son, Colonel. Noah Anherst phelpr. v.'ith the death of the younger 
Noah in 1817, Judge Jeffrey Phelps, a son, became the owner; he vailed 
the house to his son, Jeffrey, Jr., in 1879, who, in turn, gave it to 
his son, Jeffrey Phelps, 3rd. The house, them, remained in the Phelps 
family constantly for five generation.

After the Vr<r of 1812, the house was used as a tavern and called the Canal 
Hotel, beiniT on the New Haven Northampton Canal Line. In 1879 the old 
house was extensively renovated. The well was covered over, the barn, 
shop, and wash-house were removed and the old ell, containing kitchen, 
pantry, bake-oven, fireplace, a xi back kitchen with fireplace and a dirt 
floor, was torn down to make room for the new one. Many of these changes 
are apparent today, for they have not been altered. They are valuable,, 
for the r-tory of a family of some local prominence and their tastes and 
affluence is told. The house is now owned by the Sinsbury Historical 
Society and is the nain .focus of a small historic village complex being 
established in the immediate area.
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