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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The “helps House was built in 1771 by Tieutenant David thelps for his
second son, Flisha, born in 1737. Flisha died in 1776 while servine as
a commissary in the Contirental frmy, having achieved the rank of Captain.
Fis widow, Rosetta Owen Phelps, continued to live in the house until 1779
when she married Caleb iiotechkiss of NWew Haven. Tt was then boucht by
Cenera) Hoah Phelps, a brother of Elisha, who, a few years later, after
accuisition of a more »nretentions »roverty in the towm, conveyed it to
his son, Colonel Woah Amherst Yhelps. it the death of the younger

“oah in 1817, Judge Jeffrey rhelps, a son, became the owner; he villed

he house to his son, Jeffrey, Jr., in 1879, who, in turn, gave it to

nis son, Jeffrey Phelns, 3rd., The house, them, remained in the Phelrs
family constantly for five eceneration.

After the Wor of 1812, the house was used as a tavern and called the Canal
Fotel, being on the Vew Haven—lorthampton Canal Line. In 1879 the old
house was extensively renovated. The well was covered over, the barn,
shop, and wash-house were removed and the old ell, containing kitchen,
pantry, bake-oven, fireplace, a~d back kitchen with fireplace and a dirt
floor, was torn down to make room for the new one. Many of these changes
are apparent today, for trey have not been altered. They are valuablg,
for the story of a family of some local prominence and their tastes and
affluence is told. The house is now owned by the Simsbury Historical
Society and is the main focus of a small histeric villace complex being
esteblished in the immediate area.
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i STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State L.iaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
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1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.
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