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St. Joseph's Redemptorist Church is a two-story painted brick structure rendered in the
Late-Victorian-Gothic style of architecture. The design of the building is composed
around two large square towers. Each tower features a major entrance of.the church
capped with pointed arch surround heads with trefoil openings and engaged half columns.
Triplets of lancet windows are found above the entrances and on the sides of the towers.
These are repeated on the main facade of the building in the space between the two
entryways. Lancet windows are again used on the second level of the north and south
walls. First story windows on these facades are double hung and rectangula:.

Besides the two towers, the main facade features a large stained glass window executed
in traditional gothic fashion patterned by intersecting window muntins., Painted stone
string courses highlight this and other architectural features of the building as well
as providing visual unity to the entire composition.

The plan of the church is Basilican with the exterior sheathing enclosing a large, open,
interior space. Again gothic details are found inside in a system of pointed arched
intersecting trusses, Interior columns are decorated with ornamental mill work. The
interior focus of the church rests on a beautifully lit aspe holding a carved altarpiece.

St. Joseph's Redemptorist Church has been altered since it was originally constructed.
A steeple tower roof was added in 1914 replacing the original pyramidal roof. Also

in 1914, the sacristry was enlarged and in 1923, a hallway was added connecting the
church with the rectory located just east of it. A gym was constructed on the north
side of the church in 1949. The gym is separated structurally from the church by a
small single-story brick connecting building. This addition was found not to adversely
effect the structure's integrity.in a request made for a determination of eligibility
in May, 1980.

Despite the additions to the church over the years, both the interior and exterior
reflect its period of architecture while retaining its most significant architectural
features., :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
St. Joseph's Redemptorist Church is significant as a representative type of period
architecture in Denver, for its association with important events in the religious
history of Denver, and as a major institutional building in a well-preserved working
class neighborhood of the late 1800's.

Architecturally, the church is significant as an example of the style of institutional
architecture which was predominant in Denver during thé 1880s - 90s. The architecture
takes on greater significance because of one feature of the building--the stained glass
windows, All of them are American-made, an apparently unusual circumstance for the time,
as the common conception of the people at the time St. Joseph's was built was that church
windows had to be imported from Europe. The stained glass windows are also unique in
that they contain clear prisms.

Historically, St. Joseph's was the scene of a mass excommunication. From 1883 until 1894,
St. Joseph's was a diocesan church known as St.Joseph's Roman Catholic Church Reverend
Thomas Malone became the second pastor in 1886 and was pastor until 11:00 a.m,, May 2,
1894. He was financial agent for the church from 1886 through December 31, 1892, and was
charged with handling monies for construction of the church building and other parish
expenses. On August 10, 1893 and on various occasions thereafter, Bishop Matz, Bishop

of the Denver Diocese, charged that there was a shortage of some $12,000 in Reverend
Malone's church accounts, The Bishop attributed this shortage to embezzlement .and
misappropriation of funds by Reverend Malone. On April 26, 1894, suit was filed by
Bishop Matz for civil remedy of this matter. The trial began May 1, 1894, with Albert P.
Rittenhouse as referee. It appears as though the case was not resolved. In any matter,
on May 2, 1894, Bishop Matz suspended Reverend Malone of his faculties. Then, on the
afternoon of May 5, 1894, at a parish meeting in the church building, over 100 parishioner
decided as a parish to sue Reverend Malone. Bishop Matz was in attendance and asked that
they not sue Reverend Malone, but when the parishioners persisted, Bishop Matz excom-
municated the parishioners present and Reverend Malone.

St Joseph's Redemptorist Church lies within the UDAG (Urban Development Action Grant) La
Alma-Lincoln Park Neighborhood boundaries. The neighborhood, one of the oldest in

Denver and otherwise known as Westside, includes an historic district within its boundarie
The houses in this district were largely erected prior to and at the time St. Joseph's
was built. The people of the area were mainly of German and Irish ethnic identity and,
up until 1922, many of the men were employed as railroad workers. In 1922, the railroads
laid off many workers, but these workers remained living in the area, persumably obtaining
other employment. St. Joseph's Church represented an important institution in this
neighborhood and remains today an important historic landmark in a well-preserved setting
of a Denver working class neighborhood of the late 1800's - 1900's.
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