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7. DESCRIPTION -~ ©
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a large (about 100 feet by 60 feet), irregularly-shaped
house, two-and-a-half stories high, with steeply-pitched roofs. It is of
frame construction, covered by clapboarding within a pattern of applied
half-timbering, and is vpainted light gray. Numerous projecting bays and
balconies are carried on diagonal braces or brackets similar to the half-
timbering work. The main entrance is through a porte-cochére on the
north. Across the west side and part of the south side of the house ex-
tends a porch whose roof with bracketted eaves is carried on square posts
with chamfered corners and prominent knee braces. The picturesque main
roofs, with eables and hips, are covered with patterned slates and have
open eaves with various forms of bracketting, bracing, turned ornamental
drops.

From the north entrance within the porte-cochére, one goes through
a vestirule and then up a few steps to a large polygonal hall occupying
the center of the house and containing the stairs. The stairs, returning,
rise to a large landing over the porte-cochére and double back to a large
upper central hall. This stairway, U-shaped, has an open well two-and-a
half stories in height, with sloped ceilings. It has a parapet railing
with crossed braces (echoed by the stair wainscoting) and with scrolled
openwork ornament; the square newel has a carved winged lion seated
against its base; all of this stair adornment is of walnut wood. The
stairs to the third floor, originally opening off the second-floor hall

and risine to an overlooking balcony or gallery area, have now teen en-
closed. Walls of halls and stairs maintain the character of the house's

exterior treatment and are strongly articulated with dark-stained beam —
work against light-colored vlaster. '

On the first floor, the large hall is flanked on the right and left
as one enters (north-west and north-east corners of the main house) by a
parlor (remodelled as a gallery) and by a reception-room (now a ladies!
rest-room). Diagonally ahead, to the right, off the central hall one
reaches the library at the soutb-west and diagonally, to the left, the
dinineg-room. Directly ahead is an open passage area running between
library and dinine-room, on a cross-axis. Still further ahead, on axis
with the main entrance and central hall, is a hexagonal sun-room let out
on the south side of the house. A long hallway off the central hall leads
to service rooms in an original east wing of the house and also to a large
north-eastern exhibition gallery; the latter is the former stable, moved
up, attached at his location and rebuilt in 1920. On the second floor,
Bedrooms which are now used as artists' studios reflect the plan btelow.
There are smaller bedrooms, with dormer and gable windows, on the third

floor.

(See Continuation Sheet.)

43S

SNOIL1LJ3NnN4yd4l1SNI



Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES COUNTY
Newport
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Continuation Sheet) — ekl
71 Jf e 00371111 S 749

(Number all entries)

7. Description.

In respect to interior decoration, the library preserves the most
elaborate treatment. It has dark, fully-panelled walls with low glass-
fronted book-cases. The ceiling, of dark tlue painted plaster with gold
stars, is divided hy heavy beam-work with turned drops or pendants at the
intersections. The windows have hoods, or projecting pelmets, with angled-
out braces supported on twisted colonnettes. These floor-length windows
have panelled and louvred shutters which are sliding on the south exposures
and folding on the west; their uppermost panels have a carved, pierced
vine pattern. A vine pattern is also found in the border of the parquet
floor laid in wood of contrasting colors. The fireplace has a low mantel
above which is a deep, high niche with arched top. The mantel shelf is
carried on panelled pilasters; the frieze between pilasters has small
painted plaques of animal subjects; the surround of the hearth is in tiles
of reddish browns, blues and white,

Other rooms throughout the house have treen simplified in décor to
accord with their present uses. However, the dining-room retains its
panelled wainscoting, stained nearly tlack, and its plaster ceiling laid
out in a large hexagonal pattern of deep plaster mouldings. Its fireplace
has a cast iron surround to its arched opening, and a large wood-cnframed
mirror forms the over-mantel. Upstairs, several btedrooms retain their
fireplaces with panelled wooden mantels, and one fireplace there keeps
its facing of blue tile.

Though not in residential use for fifty years, the house of The
Art Association still proclaims itself as a dwelling and retains its large,
open and informally landscaped lawns in a predominately residential section.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Griswold house is important in itself, but it is also imnor-
tant as an early work of Richard Morris Hunt, before he occupied him-
self only with chateaux and pala221. This house bursts as an example
of Amerlcan easy, balloon- frame, timbered and nailed. construction. Its

— e e———

niscence and of the economical "stlck style." Its mass is indeed not
flat, and here we see open planning (1nternally), irregular and pictu-
resque play of wvolumes, deep porch recesses, richly articulated surfaces,
plentiful incidental adormment. Hunt, who had only recently returned

from his studies and early career in France, would have known many of

the essential aspects of this new architecture from his stay and obser-
vation in Europe. The Griswold commission provided an opportunity to
introduce these into America and re-interpret them in the way of American

practices,particularly the flood of wooden buildings just before and just
after the Civil War.

John N. A. Griswold was a leading American_financier of the mid-
XIX Century. However, once he had built this ? Newport house, he moved
to it and sztled in it. He then admirably took and continued an in-
terest in the visual and architectural improvement of Newport which
equalled his own interests in domestic and foreign financial areas.

In 1915 the house was sold by the Griswold estate to The Art
A55001at10n of Newport, and it has since then provided most suitable
studio and exhibition space. This house is an important piece of our
architecural history. Art interest and activities in Newport have

teen for many years focussed upon the house which contains The Art
Association.

It is most fortunate and approoriate that this house--a land-
mark in American. architecture and Hunt's career, as well-.js pre-

served, very well maintained and actively occupied.
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