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1. Name
historic Curtis Building
and/or common same

2. Location

street & number 1057109 Main Shji:retr not for publication
city, town Brockton IjpC vicinity of congressional district 11th
g'ag Massachusetts  "ode AN county Plymouth code 023
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
X buildIng(s) Xprivate unoccupied 2L commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object in process X yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane Carl Col arusso, @-R onpany. Inc.

street & number 31 Memorial Drive

city, town Avon vicinity of state Massachusetts 02322

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Plymfinth rnimty Rpgi~try nf fIPPr,

street & number Russel | Street

city, town Plymouth state Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Historic Inventory of the Commonwealthas this property been determined eleglbie? yes
date 1976 federal _JL state county

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town 294 Washington Street, Boston, state MA.

no

local



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorat ed unal tered X original site
good ruins A altered noved date
X fair unexposed

Describe t he present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Curtis Building i slocated i ndowntown Brockton and vas the last building tobe con
structed i na block bounded by Main Street, Hgh Street, and Legion Parkway. Itisa
three story redbrick structure with rusticated brownstone trim Design elenents are
drawn fromthe Ronanesque revival . :

The Main Street facade isdivided into three bays by brick piers which rise toa cor-

bel ed brick cornice. Each bay contains a pair of wndows with browstone lintels and
sills. Those of the second floor have been altered and two presently contain a single
pane of glass with a doubl e transomabove. The third has been bl ocked i nand now con-
tains a conventional sized w ndowwith doubl e-hung &6 sash. The w ndows of the third
floor are round arched and contain 1/1 doubl e hung sash. A brownstone panel i n the

center bay above the second story w ndowbears the nane of the builder: "SB Curtis."

The Hgh Street elevation, which i sfive bays i nlength, istreated i nsimlar fashion.
It continues the corbeled cornice and itsend bays are set of f by brick piers. Wndows
are treated i nindentical fashion althou” here, only the second floor w ndow closest to
Main Street has been alteredwith a single ﬁane of glass. The major alteration tothe
building i sthe Main Street storefront which has been rebuilt several tines.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic . conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture . economics literature sculpture
1600-1699  _JL architecture . education military social/
1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian
~1800-1899 C commerce . exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications . industry politics/government transportation
. invention other (specify)
Specific dates C 1898 Bui I der/Architect ~ Unknown

St at ement of Significance (inone paragraph)

The Curtis Building possesses integrity of |ocation, design, setting, mterials, and
wor kmanshi p and as a good exanpl e of Victorian comrercial design, neets criterion C

The building was constructed in 1898 by Sylvanus B Curtis, anenber of one of the ol d-
est famlies in Brockton. The famly mneapPears as early as 1738 in the records of
North Bridgewater, the community which would |ater be naned Brockton. Curtis began his
commercial career as apartner of 8 and & Curtis, "Extract Manufacturer." An adver-
tisement placed in an 1884 business directory boasts that the firmwas established in
1865 andwas known for its"fine fruit flavors." During the 1880's, the Curtis' began
to branch out into real estate, acquiring the Metropolitan Hotel across the street from
the site of the Curtis Building. Wile the hotel nust have occupied nost of George
Curtis' time (he is listed asproFrietor in 1892 Sylvanus continued to acquire property.
The acquisition of the Curtis Building site fromthe estate of Tyler (bbb on My 31, 1884
attracted the attention of Brockton historian, Bradford Kingnan, for, at $5.45 per square
foot, i t was "the higgest price ever paid per foot for real estate inthe city."

Curtis nust have rented the twostory wood franme buidling onthe site which he purchased
fromTyler Gbb for anunber of years before decidi ng to build his own connercial bl ock.
A though aprecise date for construction of the building has not been established, itis
not visible in aphotograph of Main Street dated 18%. The SanbomMyp of 1909, however,
clearly shows the newbrick building. Anewlisting for Sylvanus B Curtis, Realtor, at
107 Man Street, inthe comrercial directory of 1899, indicates aprobable construction
date of 1898  This was aperiod of rapid growh for the |ocal shoe industrY and un-
Brecedent_ed prosperity for Brockton. Curtis' newbuilding faci nfg City Hall woul d have
ﬁen readily occupi ed by the growing nunber of nerchants andprofessionals attractedto
the city.
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8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

Justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographlcal Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

IHO nsHM O siprancanov or ovs prapony wwwt ww

fwtional Mais local

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504
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Nane

Gp At water

Lynan Bl ock
Qurtis Building
Gol dt hwai te B ock

Howvard B ock

SIAIE MSGLHEITTS

Date Entered AL 15 1982

Location

North Brookfield
Vidr cester Qounty

Brockt on
A ymouth Gounty

Brockt on
A ymouth Gounty

Brockt on
A ymouth Gounty

Brockt on
A ynouth Gounty

Notified
Honorabl e Edward P Bol and State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorabl e Brian J. Donnel |y Ms. Patricia L Vés|owski
Honor abl e Ecvard M_Kennedy Executive Director, Massachusetts
Honorable Paul E Tsongas Historical Conmssi on
. . . 204 \Mishington Street
Md-Atlantic Regional Office, NS Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

North Atlantic Regional O fi

For further information,

ce, NS

pl ease cal|l the National Register at (202) 272-350A



