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[Historic Functions
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TRANSPORTATION road related

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Colonial Georgian Late Victorian
Queen Anne Other: Cape Cod

Narrative Description

Bristol, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not Include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
47 22 building
18 sites
13 2 structures
2 objects
80 24 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
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DOMESTIC single family dwellinq
EDUCATION librarv

FUNERARY cemetery
INDUSTRY manufacturing facility
RELIGIOUS religious facility
SOCIAL meeting hall
TRANSPORTATION road related

Materials
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foundation qgranite

walls clapboard
roof asphalt
other
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The Eagt Fregtown National Regiger Historic District isan industria village center in asemi-
rura setting, one of severd centersin the Town of Freetown. 1t developed in acompact area
adong the course of the Fall Brook and itsmill pond, and two north-south roads leading to
neighboring towois. The houses, church, library, former sores, cemeteries, sone arched bridges,
industrial stesand damsare sited with agood ded of goace around them so that eech Sands out
with individuality. Thedistrict, composad of styles ranging from the Colonid to the Neo-
Colonial, comprises acomprehensible entity revealing its development over time. Its period of
significance extends from 1727 when Philip Rounsevdl established his homesteed thereto the
closing date of 1949, which includes the Post World War || housing.

The districtis located in the eestem part of Fregtown, to the southwest of Long Pond. Gumey
Road, Washbum Road and County Road describe arough C shape as they adopt the higher
ground around the northem limits of Bolton Cedar Swamp. Historic settlement rdaesto the
major roads and regpects a rough setbhack from them, but the historic industrial Stesare located
behind theseroutes, & the fallsof Fall Brook. Also st back from the road on aseventeen-acre
dte isthe Gumey Saw Mill, 8 Gumey Road (c. 1870/1946, Map # 49) founded in East Freetown
in 1870. A family burial ground (Map #47.1) islocated well behind a Colonia-period cottage
fronting Gumey Road.

The district iscomposad of atotal of 104 resources. Of them, eighty are contributing (retaining
architectura integrity and congtructed within the period of significance) and twenty-four are
noncontributing. Of the noncontributing resources, the two smctures and twenty-two buildings
were built after the period of significanceand of these, six are outbuildings. None are
noncontributing because their dterations resulted inaloss of character sufficient to prevent them
from adding to the associations and architectural qualities for which the districtis significant.
The contributing resources include forty-seven buildings, thirteen smctures, eighteen sites, ad
two objects.

Thedisfrict is characterized by frame constmction, mainly in clapboard, with shingle and
artificial sding occasiondly used to replace or cover origina cladding. Granite quarried from a
near-by Rocky Woods pit is used for the sone arched bridges, the iron fiimace and the
foundations of the former industrial smctures. Most of the cottages are s&t on massive granite
foundations. Granite dso gppears asfiel dstonein wallsand porch supports. All but one of the
resdencesae 1Vi gories high. Most are modest in Sze and have compact massing. Many
buildings were enlarged by accretion, with additions to the rear, Sde or even front in order to
accommodate larger families, newer fashions or because the roadway had been shifted. The
Chrigtian Congregationa Church, 4 Washbum Road (Map # 17, photo #9) isthe only tall or
large remaining building. Its stejust off County Road, amain route, mekesit afocal point for
the district.

(continued)
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Water plays an important rolein the landscape: Fall Brook flowsunder Degth Curve Bridge.
County Road (1921 and 1941, Map# 11, MHC # C-902) and New Bridge over Fall Brook.
Gumey Road (1822, Map#40, MHC # C-901, Phaoto # 5) and widens to form the broad
millpond and shallow shorevisible from Washbum and Gumey Roads. The Rounsevell
Cemetery on County Road (1740, Map # 2, MHC # C-827) provides an open, orderly green
goace, but the rising ground to the eest cuts off the vista. Washbum and Eagt Howland Roads
bend and tum o that views are gradually reveded, making the village gppear more bucolic than
would agrid of dreets. A rocky outcropping on East Howland Road gives texture to the
experience of the district.

The oldest object in the district isthe original Mile Square Marker on Gumey Roed (1727. Map
#44.2 ,MHC # C 118) which ddineates acomer boundary of the Mile Squareat Fall Brook, one
of thirty lotsin this section of the Pocessst Purchasedivision. The granite marker is less than
two feet high and about ten inches square. Itis Sited dose to Gumey Road, originally laid out as
the Proprietor's Way or the roadway accessing the adjacent lots.

The informally laid out Rounsevel Cemetery. County Road (c. 1740, Map # 2, MHC # 827)is
endosed by afence of rough, quarried granite pogswith dim iron rod rails. Earliest heedgtones
ae date, often are surmounted by angd heeds or aun rays, and fromthe mid to late 18th century
an unusud scroll design was used. Federd Period commemorative sones, sometimes in marble,
feature ums and weeping willow trees, while granite was generaly usad from the mid-nineteenth
century onward. Mot of the donesare in fairly good condition but are affected by lichen.

Daesfor thetwo Rounsevel damsonthe Fall Brook, the Fumace Dam.  Washbum Road (c.
17277-1784, Map#27), and the Rounsevedl/G. S Allen Dam. County Road (c. 17277-1770, Map
# 13.2) have not been established. Both these dams, with their associated saw and grist mills are
indicated on the mgpsof 1794 and 1831, but the dams, and mill foundations have probably been
repeatedly rebuilt. The Rounsevel/G. S Allen Damwith itstwo spillways hes contemporary
concrete facings over thefiel dstonefoundations. Some gearing and shafting remain. The gone
faced granite foundationsof the Rounsevell/Allen Saw Mill (c. 1735 Map # 13.1) now ateredin
part with concrete, still shows the combination of mbble granite retaining wall topped with rough
ashlar granite lining the brook banks. A ca 1920-1925 addition for a garage was supported on
concrete piles. The masonry foundationsof the Rounsavdl Grist Mill, 174 County Road (c.
1727, Map # 14.1) are smilar in constmction.

TheMill Pond crested by the impounding of Fall Brook in the eghteenth century was enlarged
in ca 1956 and again in 1960 for an industrial usejust outsde the district boundaries. The
Fumace Dam, Washbum Road (Map # 27) may have been buih by 1727 or 1746, but it was
clearly in place by 1784 when it hamessaed the dight fallsof Fall Brook to power aBlast Fumace

(continued)
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(1784) rebuih as a Cupola Fumace (1818, Map #27.1, MHC # C-116, Photo #4) for iron
smdting. The gpproximatdy 25 foot longfiel dstonedam incorporates 10 foot duice or
spillways on either sde. Random coursed ashlar and mbble retaining walls line both sdes of the
dream & thispoint. A large, rectangular sone structure upstream of the dam once served as the
foundations of a Saw Mill (1800s, Map# 27.3) which goanned the brook. A small, plain,
concrete block Pump House (c. 1950, Map# N 27.7) isnotintmsive.

Only parts of the foundations of the Blast/Cupola Fumace remain, but they are extraordinary.
Two rough-cut granite rubble wallsmeet a right angles: on one isthe ca 20 foot diameter semi-
circle remains of the fumace structure. It isformed of massve rock-faced granite voussoirs
which are graduated in size, taper and dope down and inwards to form an open haf-dome like
shgpe The unusud shape, large size and fine workmanship meke it adistinctive ssmcture.

The mgged "New Bridge" curves dightly as it takes Gumey Road over the Fall Brook, (c. 1822,
Map # 40, MHC # C-901, Photo #5). Itisalow stmcture of dry-laid, uncoursed granite mbble
with asingle, semi-circular arch & its center. The large voussoirs of the arch are roughly worked
while the top course of the bridge is formed of very large, ashlar, sone-faced granite blocks.

The smplerail iscomposad of dender iron rods. I1n 1998 it was dlosed by the Statefor vehicular
traffic.

The Degth Curve Bridge. County Road a Fall Brook (Map #11, MHC # C-902) was built in 19
to replace ac.1823 bridge, but was extensvely remodded in 1941. The single arch s¢mcture is
faced inrough cut gonewith athin, ashlar course a the coping and bt courses. Its graceful
curve recdls the original, more dangerous, double curve design.

The following description of key and representative buildingsin the district is organized
chronologicaly.

Two very similar Colonial period cottages survive, athough atered. The Ashley House. 11
Gumey Road (c. 1747, Map # 48) and the William Rounsevell House, 16 Washbum Road (c.
1735-1739, Map # 22, MHC # C-115) are both 1 12 gtories high, have low proportions, and are
st on dight rises. Both have stegply pitched sde-gable roofsframedwithout retums. Although
the facade of the Rounsevell House may have originally been three bayslong, apossibly later
addition currently mekesthe front elevation five bayslong. Both houseswere dtered with
relatively new one story porches. The Ashley house features a Sde gable overhang, a framing
technique for the gable end commonly used in the seventeanth century, but which ceesed to be
used except in the area surrounding Fregtown by the late eighteenth century.

Its south-facing placement on adight rise near the crossroads gives the Rounsevell Tavern. 170
County Road (c. 1727, Map # 10, MHC # C-110, Photo # 1) aprominent position. A pre-1870s
(continued)
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photograph shows a Colonia style, 1 12 story housewith tight eaves center door and chimney
and 12/12 windows initsfive-bayfacade. Mogt digtinctively, small 12 panewindows light the
high attic floor, giving the housetaller proportionsthan others in the district. After afirein the
1870s or perhgps somewhat later the housewas dtered in the Queen Anne style. Addedwerea
continuous dormer in the plane of the facade topped by twin pediments over the pairs of the end
windows, two bracketed and spindle frieze porches, ahiproof tower and ell to the reer.
However, the narrow door with Ssmple entablature could be original.

Two cottages thought to have originated as ells on this house were moved to thelr present sites.
The Silas Rounsevell House. 161 County Road (c. 17277, Map # 3, MHC # C-114, photo #2)
was moved about 1836, and may have been dtered a that time. The compact cottage is 1 12
gories high, with the door in the first three baysof the facade. The degp sde-gable roof iskept
dose to the housewith no rake overhang. The Walter Rounsevel House. 11 Washbum Road
documented to 1777 but clearly of earlier constmction, (Map # 19, MHC # C-117) was moved to
itsdte about 1872. Also 1 12 stories and with asimple, projecting closed comice, it forms the
eagtem portion of the L-shaped house.

The William Rounsevell. ¥. House. 32 Washbum Road (c. 1767, Map # 32, MHC # C-102,
photo # 3) isthe mogt intact of al the Colonia Period examples. Sat facing south on ashlar
granite foundations, this Georgian-style Cgpe cottage is 1 12 sories with low proportionsand a
tight eavesline. Itsfive-bayfacade is symmetrically arranged, with the central door topped by a
five-light transom and framed by narrow pilasters with ssimple, high capitds. The large centra
chimney was replaced. The windows surrounds strongly project from the wall plane in the
Georgian manner. Theroof isframed with asimple projecting and perpendicular fascia board.

The Dr. James Ashley/Edminister House. 9 Eagt Howland Road (ca. 1803, Map #38, MHC #C-
100) isafull Cape cottage with center entry and chimney, low Georgian proportions and ahigh
pitched roof. The door surround, with high, plain entablature, suggeststhe Federd style, but the
Italianate door with round arched glassed pandswas aca. 1850-1870 addition. Two large bams
are dted dose to the house: one has a fiill transom over the bam doors.

The L-shaped Ben. Snow/Elam Nelson Davis House. 2 East Howland Road (ca. 1851, Map #36,
MHC # C-101) a good example of aGreek Revival cottage. 1t may have been built by either of
its first two owners, carpenters Benjamin Show or E. N. Nelson. The gable end tumed to the
dret isthree bayswide, with the entry in the first of the bays. Wide comer pilasters, a degp
frieze under the comice circling the building, a fiill pediment, and adoor surround with fiill
length sidelights are typical of the vemacular Greek Revival style.

The Pierce/Brown/Neshit House. 14 Washbum Road (Map # 20, MHC # C-105) gppeers to have
been constmcted inseverd dages Theoriginal stmcture, now to the rear, may have been
(continued)
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erected between c¢. 1750 and 1800. The side-gabled block on the west was probably edded
between c. 1800 and 1830, and the eastemmog, front-gabl eblock was added ¢. 1843-1850. This
Italianate style portion has widely overhanging eaves supported on decorative brackets and a
pointed, Gothic Revival gable field window. The daborate Neo-Federa entry pavilion and wide
shed roof dormer were added about 1920-30.

The cottage of blacksmith Horatio Braey. 17 Washbum Road (Map # 23, MHC # C-104, Photo
# 7) was erected in 1849 in the Gothic Reviva style. 1 Y2 stories high with aside-gable roof, the
house has the higher proportions and overhanging roof which digtinguishes building of the mid-
19%th century. A high, Seeply pitched gable dormer in the plane of the facade is centered over the
center entrance. Both dormer and open-rake sde-gables are trimmed with gable-field omaments
possibly ingtdled in the 1880s when the house had a porch and one-gory ell added. The door
aurround is compaosed of classic pilasters with dentils, narrow sidelightsand alow pediment over
the door with dentil trim.

The 1 12 gory, cross-gabled housebuilt by Elam N. Davis, and later the home of Capt. Charles
Bosworth, 31 Washbum Road (c. 1857, Map #31) hes logt its lacy Gothic Revival bargeboard
trim which daborated the pointed eaves, bracketed bay window and Gothic porch with dim
pillars connected by ddlicate curving brackets. However, it retains its basc form. The Captain
Granville Allen's House. 173 County Road, (c. 1858-1864, Map # 12, MHC #C-108, Photo # 6)
isan eclectic combination of Gothic Revival and Itdianate syles. The one-story,five-bayhouse
has atall centra gabled dormer in the plane of the facade, and a sscond lower one over a
rectangular, triple-windowed bay. Openwork gable screens or omaments decorate the dormers
and sde gables, and the bargeboards are daborated in the Gothic Reviva manner. The modified
Pdladian windows, usudly alater feature, coexist with more standard round heed Italianate
window.

Few houses were built in the district in the Late Industrial Period (1870-1915). Displaying the
higher proportionsof Itaianate building isthe home of mill worker Fisher Cleveland & 167
County Road (Map # 8, MHC # C-111, photo # 8). It may have been congmcted about 1872,
possibly with lumber from the Webber Tavem. site of 26 Washbum Road (c. 1820s-demolished
c. 1871-72, Map #30.1). The 1 122 gory cottage isfive bayslong under a sde-gable roof, with
the door in the center. A high gabled dormer in the plane of facade is centered over the entry.
Theroof isframedwith retums, 2/2 windows have small comice hoods. The major decorative
dement isthe one story entry porch, which has abracketed flat roof, paired chamfered pillars
and lacy. Queen Anne stylejig-saw cut brackets.

Similar in form isthe Seth Chace House. 165 County Road (c. 1873-1880, Map # 6, MHC # C-

113, photo # 8). Herethe central dormer isroofed by atall, Segp Gothic Reviva gable.

Decorative screens of tmss-like formsand lacy cutouts daborate the gable fields. A one-gtory
(continued)
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porch acrossthe facade with columns above arail, and an octagona bay window on the side are
trimmed with stock Carpenter Gothic-Queen Annework: smdl Itaianate style brackets and
appliqueed bosses. Double doors with glass pands are the decorative feature of the center entry.

The Gumey Saw Mill. 8 Gumey Road (Map # 49) established about 1870, may have moved to
Gumey Road as early as 1870, dthough it does not gppear on the mgps of 1871 or 1895. The
Office (Map # 49.1), whose constmction date is unknown, was originally astable but was reused
asthe adminigtrativebuilding. It isutilitarian in design, with narrow dimensions, vertical siding
and shed roof Other utilitarian pre-World War |1 buildingsincludethe Solder Shed (c. 1930s
Map #49.1) and asection of the Saw Mill (c. 1926-1940/1960, Map # 49.2). The buildings are
grouped well off the road inafunctional layout around acircular drive.

The Abial S Ashley House, 166 County Road (c. 1877, Map# 7, MHC # C-112), was buih by its
original owner, the prolific designer-builder of the the Chace and Masons Comer schoals outside
the digtrict, the Grange, and Congregational Church (discussed below) and the George Braley
House, (c. 1897, Mg #37) moved to 8 East Howland Road. Hishouse istwo-stories by virtue
of its mansard roof, which has an unusua front geble pediment perched on itstop. Some of its
lumber may have come from the demolished stablesof the Rounsevel Tavem. 170 County Road
(Map # 10, MHC # C-110, Photo #1). Itiscomplex inform, having 1 12 story cross gables and
a porch which wraps the house. A conicd turreted comer porch projects from the side, and a
sscond floor baconied porch isinserted in the center of the facade. Its somewhat later Shingle
Style bam, (c. 1883-18%4, Map#27.1) uses an unusud device of heavy shingled consolesonthe
front elevation.

The Christian Congregationa Church. 4 Washbum Road (Map # 17, MHC # C-106 Photo #9)
was erected in 1888 by builder Abial S Ashley to the eclectic design of architect Clothier
Franklin Edminister. The ane story wing added in 1954 was built on the ste of a carriage shed.
Now vinyl sded, itsorigina feetures are intact. A tall tower projects from the center of the
front-gable facade. Thetower's lowest level isrecessed for an entry porch whose Gothic-arched
braces between the porch pillars are emphasized by trelliswork. Above the porch, a mansard
roof within the pediment of the gable front supports atall Sagewith Queen Anne multipane
window, and finally a square, open belfry topped by atall, pyramidal roof

Thevemacular Shingle Style/Neo-Colonia Eagt Freetown Grange. 26 Washbum Road (Map
#30, MHC # C-103, Photo # 10) was erected by builder Abial S Ashley with assgtance from the
community in 1916. The one-gtory shingled building is compaosed of two, high hip roofed
blocks. The samdler contains the distinctive porch with thin columns standing on Craftsman
syle square, high,fiel dstonebases and supporting a degp shingled frieze with shalow arches

(continued)
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between the columns. Centered on itsroof isatiny gabled dormer lit by aminuscule
semicircular window.

Built in 1929, the house a 24 Washbum Road (Map # 29) isamodest Craftsman style cottege.
Its mogt characterigtic feature isthe gable roof which hes been clipped back a its pegk as ajerkin
heed, and wide overhanging eaves with Craftsman style brackets. The front porch with shingled
rail isintact, dthough new windowshave been inserted. Ancther Craftsman Style house, the
Braey/Warren Gumey House, 15 Washbum Road (c. 1850, Map#21) was converted from a
carriage refinishing bam in 1913. The exposad rafters and shingled upper floor are popular,
vemacular features of the style.

The White Memoria Library, 5 Washbum Road (1947, Map# 18) isresidentid in scdeand
modest indesign. The Neo-Colonial Cgpe Cod Cottage building was built privately for public
use One gtory high, itisfive bayslong with acenter entry framed by three-quarter length
siddlights and topped by a shallow pedimented comice.

Housesbuilt inthe 1940s tend to employ the Neo-Colonia style, as a 18 Gumey Road, (c. 1945,
Map # 44) and continue to use clgpboard or shingle. The housesbuilt after this period are
modest in scaeand are either traditional in design or are modified ranch style cottages respectfiil
of the historic buildingsin the district. The major intmsion is Massachusetts Route 140 (1957-
61, Map# E 24), amagjor four-lane, divided highway bringing traffic from Boston to New
Bedford, which crosses the district. However, because it isdevated on high concrete columns
well abovethe buildingsand mill pond, it alowsthe views and continuous road system that an
a-grade highway would not.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric sites are recorded in the district or in the generd area, Stesmay be present.
Environmenta characterigtics of the district represent severd locationd criteria (dope, drainage,
digance to wetlands) that are favorable indicators for many types of prehistoric sites. Much of
the district includes level to moderately doping areas of well drained glacia outwash in cdose
proximity (within 1000 feet) to Fall Brook and related wetlands, including Bolton Cedar Svamp.
Fall Brook ispart of the Taunton River drainage and flows into Long Pond lessthan 05 miles
eedt of the district. Prehigtoric settlement hes aso been documented in this area of southesstem
Massachusettsfor the full period of human habitation thusfar recognized for the northeastem
United States. Earlier periods of settlement including the Pdeoindian (12,000-9,000B.P.) ad
Early Archaic (9,000-8,000B.P.) periods are dso better demondrated in southeast Massachusetts
than in other aressof southem New England. Mgjor concentrations of prehistoric dtes have dso
been documented along the main drainage of the Taunton River located in the westem portion of
Freetown. Nineteenth century documentary sourcesand oral tradition have dso identified
(continued)
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svard Native American dtes inor near the district dthough the exact locations for most have
yet to be identified. Rocky Woods isreported to be the site of King Philip's Cave, ashort term
campsite supposedly used by the Native American leeder during King Philip'sWar. A Native
American burial ste was dso reported behind the houses south of Fall Brook on the west sde of
County Road as far as Chase Road. Given the above information and the Sze of the district, a
high potentid exigts for the recovery of prehistoric archaeological resourcesin the district.

A high potentia dso exigts for the recovery of historic archaeologica resourcesin the district.
Thedistrict isincluded in the "Mile Square’ original ot of the 1681 Pocassst Purchase Actuad
lands in the district were part of the Second Division of the Pocassat Purchasethat occurred
someime before 1698. Little evidence for 17th century settlement in the district exigts,
however, some levd of sattlement may have occurred. The Pocasset Purchase was mede by
three English settlers on behalf of themsdves and their partners. All early records of the
proprietors have been lost. Some sources identify Proprietors Way, now Braey/Gumey Road as
laid out, possibly as early as 1683, but clearly by 1727. Stratigraphic evidence of this roadway
could exist dong it'sroute. Stmctural evidence of 17th century homesteeds may aso be present
though none have been identified to date. During the I1S™h and 19th centuries, residentia homes
increased in the district dong the Washbum Road/County Road/Gurney Road corridorsin direct
regponseto industtial centers developing a the intersection of Fall Brook and Washbum Road
and dso a County Road. Many sructures and residences congtructed during the district's period
of significanceare still extant, however, smctura evidence from buildings that no longer
aurvive should aso be present though few have been identified to date. Stmctural evidence may
survive from the Rounsevell House'Tavem originally located a 170 County Road. The house
was built as aresdence in ¢.1727 then became atavem by 1781 or earlier. Two dlsfrom the
Rounsevell Tavem were moved and incorporated into new smctures beginning in 1836 with the
Silas Rounsevel House a 161 County Road and in 1872 with the Walter Rounsevell House a
154 County Road. A cabin, originally located on the Tavem site might dso survive as the core
of the Philip Rounsevell House a 154 County Road. Some structura evidence might dso
aurvive from the Reud Washbum House (c¢.1851), demolished about 1951 for Route 140
congmction. Stmctural and/or feature type evidence may dso survive rdated to the remodeling
and rebuilding of severd residentia gtructures in the district. The Captain Allen's Little House
(c.1844) was originally abam on the Lawrence House property then moved acrossthe road to its
present site. The housewes later remodded to house unmarried mill workers. Other homes
including the Horatio Braley House & 17 Washbum Road have been remodded at least three
timesin their history. Stmctura evidence may dso exist from severd other commercia
gmctures originally located in the district. Archaeologica resources may exist from the Webber
Tavem (c. 1820's), originally located a 26 Washbum Road, the Company Store (c. 1749), d0
located on Washbum Road and the Lawrence Cooper Shop site (¢. 1860), originally located
acrossthe road from 2 Washbum Road. Occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells)

(continued)
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should aso be an important archaeologica resourcetype inthe district. These features should
exig with standing structures inthe district as well as thosethat are no longer extant.

While the domegtic and commercia historic archaeologica resources described above may
include severd important Stesin the district, known and potential Sites associated with the
district'stwo industrial centers are respongible for the districts 18th ~d 19th century growth and
represent most of the archaeological stesknown inthe area. Both industrial centers dateto the
damming of Fall Brook, probably by 1727 or shortly later. Actual datesfor the dams have not
been established. The origina damsmay have been completely built over and have been
repeatedly rebuilt. One dam, Fumace Dam is located south of Washbum Road a the eestem end
of Mill Pond. Fumace Dam currently includes the remains of afi el dstonedam with spillways
and retaining walls on both sdes of the dam. Stmctural evidence from earlier dagesof dam
constmction may exist as well as evidence of additional mill cands. Archaeologica evidence
might aso survive from 18th century saw and grist mills located neer the dam by 1746 or earlier,
aBlast Fumace (1784) later rebuilt as a Cupola Fumace (1818) for iron smdting and, a Seeh,
Blind, and Door Factory (1871). Foundation remains are visiblefrom severd of these
enterprisesin that areatoday. The seocond industria center and dam in the didtrict, the
Rounsevel/Allen Dam and Mill Site, islocated neer the intersection of Fall Brook and County
Road. That dam was probably built about the same period as the Fumace Dam (c.1727) ad
includes similar known and potentia resources. Structural evidence from the original dam may
exig as well as evidence of later rebuilding episodes. Two spillways and retaining walls are dso
visible. A shaft and gearing probably associated with some power transfer sysem isadso
present. Archaeologica evidence of additional mill canas may aso be present. Existing
sonework from the dam, power candsand mill foundations are oftenfiel dstoneor mbble
granite, a times with concretefacing. Somewalls are d<o topped with granite, possibly
identifying a specific rebuilding episode. Stmctural evidence may aso exist from 18th century
sawv and grist mills congmcted a the Rounsevell/Allen Dam. Similar evidence might dso exist
from aBox, Board and Shingle Mill congtructed on the south side of the brook about 1858.
Occupationa related features, especidly trash or refuse depodts associated with industria
production may aso exist near mill locations.

(end)
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ffISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Ead Freetown Historic Digtrict is located in acompact areawhich isamost completey
contained in the "Mile Squareé' original lot of the 1681 Pocasst Purchase. The hamlet
developed around grist and saw miills, and an iron foundry established in 1784 a the fallsof Fall
Brook. The foundry gavethe settlement the lasting name of "Fumece Village'. Aswell asa
resdential center, it becamethe commercia and civic focusfor Eagt Fregtown with gtores, post
offices, cametery and alibrary. Blacksmithing, sash, door and shingle production became
important from the mid-19th century, while saw milling, adistrict busness before 1746,
continues today. Its period of significance extendsfrom 1727 to 1949. Located in an area
annexed sixty-four years after the establishment of the Town of Freetown, "New Freetown's'
Patriot sentiment contragted with the Loyalist position of Assonet in"Old Freetown™. District
resdent Capt. Levi Rounsevell and the men who responded to the Minute Men'sfirst call were
all resdents of Eagt Freetown. The Eadt Frestown Historic District possessssintegrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.  Significant & the
local level, it meetscriterion A for itsrole in Eagt Fregtown's town development and criterion C
for its broad range of architecture examples from the Colonial to the Neo-Colonia Styles.

Historic Significance:

Colonial Period: (1675-1775)

The areawas seasondly usad by the Wampanoag natives. Their path sysem probably included
County Road, with aford a the present bridge (Map #11), tuming west into Rocky Woods just
north of the district to emerge on Washbum Road near 32 Washbum Road (Map # 32) and then
continuing north as Eag Howland Road. The westem part of the unimproved road is still shown
on aUSGS mgp of 1937. Rocky Woods isthe site of King Philip's Cave, 30 named &s he issad
to haverested there on his flight during King Philip's War (1675-1676). Nineteenth century
resdents of the district reported an extensve Native American buria ste behind the houses
south of Fall Brook on the west sde of County Road, (Map #s 8, 6, 3) and as far as Chace Road,
aswell as acircle of campfire sones on the point behind the White Memoria Library. 5
Washbum Road (Map # 18).

We have little information about the Pocassat Purchase of 1678-1681 as the early records of the
proprietors are lost. 1t gppearsthat three English settlers, on behalf of themsdves and their
partners, purchased the land from afew Pocassat natives who had assumed English nemes and
dded with the EnglishinKing Philip'sWar. However, payment was divided between these
natives and the Plymouth Colony govemment, which, as victor in that war with the Pocassats
felt it owned the land. The Proprietor's Way, now Braey/Gumey Road, was laid out, perhaps as

(continued)
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early as 1683, but clearly by 1727. 1t may have been apgper road, as it doesnot gppear onthe
map of 1794. The areain which the district islocated, part of the Second Division of the
Pocast Purchase, was divided into lots before 1698. Eight shareholders were the first owners
of the Mile Square a Fall Brook.

By 1727 Philip Rounsevell, acloth dresser originally from Hummeton in Devonshire, England,
then of Middleborough, began buying up the Squarefrom the origina purchasers, as did his sons
William and John. The Mile Square Boundary Marker, Gumey Road (Map # 44.2, C-118)
ddinegtes the southeest comer of that mile square. By 1746 and probably earlier, adam, sawv
mill and grist mill were located on Fall Brook, as Philip excepted them from sdlein adesd that
yedr.

At thistime, the wide Pocassat Purchase was part of the town of Tiverton, which sfretched south
and esdt of the Freaman's Purchase (now Freetown and Fall River) and west into what is now
Rhode Idand. A commission established to adjust the boundary between Massachusetts and
Rhode Idand decided in 1746 that whet is now Eagt Freetown would join Massachusetts and
what is now Tiverton would unitewith Rhode Idand. In 1747 Eagt Fregtown was annexed to the
Town of Freetown. The identity of the two parts of town remained quite distinct: for some
period of years ssparate stsof Assessorsrecords were kept, and after 155 yearsit wes still
called "New Freetown" by someresdents of Freetown.

Thedistrict was rich in water resourceswith Fall Brook, neer by Long Pond, or Lake
Apponequet, as well as the svamps on itsedges Dense surrounding forests would provide raw
materias once power could be hamessad to cut and work the harvested wood. But the land was
suitable only for small crops, orchards and subsistence farming.

Philip Rounsevell | settled in acottage on the Ste of the Rounsevell House/Tavem. 170 County
Road (Map # 10, MHC # C-110) possibly as early as 1727 or soon thereafter. Itisnot clear,
however, whether that building remained in place, or whether it or a subsequent building was
moved, possibly to the site of Philip 11/Marcus/Edwin Rounsevell House. 154 County Road (c.
1744-59/1840, Map # 1). Philip | controlled much of the property in the Square on Fall Brook:
his sawv and grist mill made him the community's wedthiest resdent. A ca 1850-1870
photograph shows a substantia and uniquely proportioned 1 1/2 story Colonia style house.

Of five other Colonial Period housesin the disfrict, four are believed to have been built by
members of the Rounsevell family: the William S. Rounsevell House. 16 Washbum Roed (c.
1735-1739, Map# 22, MHC # C-115) and the William Junior Rounsevell House. 32 Washbum
Road c. 1767, Map #32, MHC # C-102). The Slas Rounsevell House. 161 County Road (c.
1727-1790, Map # 3, MHC # C-114) and the Walter/Philip Rounsevell House. 11 Washbum

(continued)
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Road (c. 1740-1770, Map# 19, MHC # C-117) originated as €lls on the Philip Rounsevedl House
on County Road and were moved to their stes. The other Colonia Period houseisthe Ashley
House. 11 Gumey Road (c. 1747, Map # 48).

Buried in the Rounsevell Cemetery. County Road (c. 1740, Map # 2, MHC # 827) between 1740
and 1826 are twenty saven members of this powerftil family; Philip, d. 1763, hisfirst wife Mary,
d. 1744, and his second wife Rachd, d. 1745, as well as scoresof other early residents of the
community. Besdes working in the family'sgrist and saw mills and later in the iron foundry,
these men were farmers and perhgps orchardists.

Thewater power of Fall Brook was exploited soon after settlement. Possibly two damsand a
saw mill were mentioned in adocument discussing their sdlewhich occurred within the Square
Milein 1746. A grist mill was excepted from the sdle. Thus, one or two dams could have been
built soon after 1727 and certainly between 1635 when Rounsevell bought more land, and 1746.
The location of the dam or dams, however, isnot known. One could well have bean the
Rounseve l/Allen Dam off County Road (Map # 13.2), the other the Fumace Dam off Washbum
Road (Map # 27).

Federal Period: (1775-1830)

Before the Revolution the residents of Eagt Freetown were mainly Whigs while the generdly
wedlthier resdents of Assonet were consarvative Tories/Loyalists, reedy to resst the growing
nationalism of the Patriots. In 1768 Levi Rounsevell (1739-1815) was aTory, but before 1775
he became aWhig, politically active as amember of the Committee of Correspondence and an
Ingpector of Safety. AsCaptain of the Minute Men, (all from East Freetown) he "responded to
the "Lexington Alarm", April 19, 1775, though the company mainly served in the area. Levi,
who lived a 16 Washbum Roed (ca. 1735-1739, Map # 22, MHC # C-115) had two wives and
six children. His war record probably eamed him a seat as Representative to the Massachusetts
Genad Court for Fregtown in 1784. He ds0 sarved as Moderator of Town Mesting and
Sdectman in 1786 and 1787.

About 1784 Capt. Levi, athird generation resident of the district, with hisunde Philip
Rounsevdl, Capt. Abraham Morton of an old Eagt Freetown family, and severd investorsfrom
nearby communities buih aBlast Fumace. Washbum Road (Map #27.1, MHC # C-116) a the
Dam onthe Fall Brook (Map #27). Theindustrial complex was to have enormous impact on the
small community which developed around it. The fumace smdted iron ore, which was used in
the manufacture of a variety of hollow ware products such as pots and kettles. Power for the
factory came from the brook, while the raw materids were dso local. Iron ore was dug a
Assawamsatt Pond in Middleborough and brought by cart. Thewood or charcod for thefumace
from the surrounding forests was abundant and cheep.

(continued)
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The map of 1794 shows apair of saw and grist mills located a the Fumace site Map # 27.6) ad
another pair a the Rounsevel/Allen site Mg # 14.1). TheMill Pond itself ssams to have bean
narrower than it gopearsonthe 1871 map. Itissad to havefloodedan existing peach orchard on
the site.

The Rounsevel family soon began purchasing that part of the fumace which was not dready in
their hands, and it became known as the Rounsevell Fumace. However, in 1811 the company
went out of Eagt Freetown control when James Alger and Salmon Forbes of Bridgewater, and
Gen. Cromwell Washbum of Taunton bought three-quarters, and by 1814 it was wholly owned
and managed by Alger and Forbes. The firm dso rantwo Saw Mills perhgpsthose a Map #s
27.2 and the Rounsevel/Allen Saw Mill (Map # 13.1), aGrist Mill (possibly Map #27.6), a
blacksmith shop and the Fumace/Washbum Store on Washbum Road, (c. 1784, Mg #26.1). It
was under this vigorous ownership that the firm employed about fifty workers.

In 1818 the fumace again changed hands, going to Samud Sater and others of Providence and
Crangon, R.|. Sater, famous as the originator of the cottonmill industry in the Untied States,
and his firm, the Providence Foundry Company, took the wise sep of employing Capt. Calvin
Thomas from Pembroke as their superintendent. Thomas bought the old William Rounsevell
House. 32 Washbum Road (c. 1767, Map #32, MHC # C-102) and became apart owner of the
company. Bomin Pembroke in 1791, he had trained in the iron foundry business, perhapsin
Bridgewater and Providence In 1822 he married L ouise Washbum and they had a leedt five
children, descendantsof whom still live in the house

Cavin ds0 purchasaed the granite quarry in Rocky Woodsjust north of the district. The granite
foundations, industrial structures and bridge materias o distinctive of the district were probably
quarried a this location, while the granite characterigtic of the Assonet Historic District was
quarried near Assonet Village. In 1833 and 1835 Calvin sarved as one of three Freetown
Ases0ors.

The firm demoalished the original fumaceand built acupolafumace, probably reusing the sones.
It dso abandoned the use of the locd iron ore, and began importing dreedy refined iron "pigs’
from New Jersey which were brought by water to Assonet, then carted by ox teeam to Eat
Freetown. One of its best known products was the iron rail for Americasfirst interior mall,
Bucklin and Warren's 1828 Arcade Building in Providence. Power for the forge and bellowswas
produced by water whedls. The "New Bridge' over Fall Brook a Gumey Road (c. 1823, Map #
40, MHC # 826) may have been built to take the heavy pig iron loads.

Parhgps before, but certainly by 1771, the Philip Rounsevell House. 170 County Road, ¢. 1727,

Map # 10, MHC # C-110) had become atavem. A sign attesting that Saly and John Rounsevell

offered civil entertainment was dated that year. It provided a stop on the stage coach line that

ran from New Bedford to Boston once aweek. Another commercia establishment was the
(continued)
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Company Store on Washbum Road, (c. 1784- demolished ca 1949-1950, Map # 26.2).

Early Industrial Period: (1830-1870)

As Ead Freetown grew itstransportation options broadened.  As shown by the mgp of 1794 the
district had been served only by Eag Howland Road, Washbum Road and County Road from its
juncture with Mason Road to the south. Its north end hated a its intersection with Washbum
Road. Gumey Road mugt have existed but was not shown on the mgp of that year. By the map
of 1831, Dr. Braey/Gumey Road gppears, as does the Chace Road, which connected the district
to Assonet by way of the presently named Gumey Road. County Road's northem terminus was
still Washbum Road. By the timethe 1851 mgp was drawn, County Road, which may
previoudy been an unimproved track, was extended as alisted road northward into Lakeville.

Opportunitiesfor rail transport camewhen, in 1840 the New Bedford and Taunton Railroad from
Boston to Providence opened with adepot on Chace Road not far west of the district. 1ts coming
may have stimulated the economy in the district: severa houses were enlarged, others were
constmcted and a second gtore gppeared. About 1844 carpenter Elam N. Davis purchased a
piece of Rounsevdl land and congmcted a one story building on County Road, now 2 Washbum
Road (Map # 16, MHC # C-107). In 1854 it was purchased by Josgph Rounsevdl whoran it as
adore. Six yearslater it was soldto David Lawrence, who added a sscond story on the original
building and congmcted an addition on Washbum Road. Lawrence continued the Sore, and
operated a Cooper Shop (c. 1860, Map # 18.2) acrass Washbum Road. The Dam (ca. 18007,
Map # 18.3) upstream of the bridge may have related to the shop.

The three grog shops in the eastem part of town, among them the Webber Tavem (on the site of
26 Washbum Road c. 1825-1872, Map #30.1) and the Rounsevell Tavem. 170 County Road (ca.
1727, Map # 10, MHC #110) were perceived asa problem, and the East Freetown
Washingtonian Temperance Society was established in 1846 to cope with their effects. Its
membership came to include district residents James Ashley, Horatio Braley, Fisher Cleveland,
Arad Leach, Marcus M. Rounseville and store-owner Reuel Washbum, Secretary and Treasurer.
Several menof the district joined the approximately seventy men who left Freetown for
Califomia when gold was discovered, among them Arad Leach of 36 Washbum Road (Map #
34), and Joseph Rounseville of 2 Washbum Road. (Map # 16) aswell asaWebber of the
Webber Tavem (Map #30.1) and Walter S. Rounsville who never retumed. [By the mid-19th
century, thetraditional spelling of Rounsevell was gradually changing to include altemative
forms of Rounseville and Rounsavill.]

The enterprising Reud Washbum, purchased the old company gtore from the Providence Iron
Foundry and buih alarge Gothic Reviva house on Washbum Road (c. 1851-1957, Map #25.1).

(continued)
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By 1852 he had become Podmeder, as the Pog Office, dosed in Eagt Fregtown for thirty years,
was reestablished in hisstore. A member of the School Committee from 1855 through 1857 and
1859-1861, he sarved as Assessor from 1847 through 1853 and again in 1855, 1857, '64 and
1865.

In 1849 Horatio A. Braley erected his neat Gothic Revival housea 17 Washbum Road (Map #
23, MHC # C-104). CurtisBraey was the builder. Horatio was a blacksmith whose shop stood
eed of the house on Washbum Road as shown on the megp of 1871

S Captain Granville S Allen opened aBox. Board and Shingle Mill a the Rounsevell Dam of f
County Road (c. 1727?-1780, Mg # 13.1) on the south Sde of the brook about 1858. These
firmstumed out the plentiful, chegper, short piecesof wood and from them made boxesfor
storing or shipping al sortsof produce. He ssams to haverunthe mill in conjunction with
Marcus M. Rounsevillés Grist Mill onthe brook's north sde (c. 17277-1780, Map #14.1). Allen
married Rache Lawrence and buih his house oppaodte the mill a 173 County Road (c.1858-
1864, Map # 12, MHC # C-108). Allen represented East Freetown onthe School Committee,
serving from 1862-1864.

Remodded to housethe mill's unmarried male workers. Captain Allen's Little House. 176
County Road (c. 1844, Map# 15, MHC # C-109) was originaly abam on the Lanrence House
property a 2 Washbum Road (Map # 16). It was moved acrossthe road to its presant Site,
possibly to make way for the Lawrence House addition.

A number of Eadt Freetown residents participated in the Civil War, among them Fisher
Cleveland, Calvin Thomas J., and Lieut. Charles G. Bosworth, (31 Washbum Roed, (c. 1857,
Map # 31) who had come to the "Fumace District” in 1850 as acarpenter and married Rechd
Aghley in 1852. Bosworth enlisted as a private in 1861 and was soon promoted to Sergeant, then
Lieutenant. Terribly wounded a the Battle of The Crater, he recovered "mainly by force of
will," but could only do light work as carpenter when he retumed.

Late Industrial Period: (1870-1915)

About 1855 the Providence Foundry Company dosed the fumace and went out of busness. By
1871 H. E. Wilcox hed purchased the old housea 14 Washbum Road (c. 1800-1820 Map # 20)
and opened a Saeh, Blind and Door Factory on the prime industrial fumace Site acrossthe brook
(Map #27.4). Among the district resdents who worked a the factory were Arad Leach. 36
Washbum Road (Map # 34) and Fisher A. Cleveland. 167 County Road (c. 1872, Magp# 8, MHC
# C-111). Not long after the Clevdands built on County Road, their daughter Jenny married
sailor Sgh Chace and they built a house next door a 165 County Road ¢. 1873-1880, Map# 6,
MHC # C-113). When the sagh, blind and door factory closed in the in 1895, the water power

(continued)
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was usd to drivealumber mill owned by Leonard Reynolds. The Fumace/Sagh, Blind and Door
factory bumed in 1911.

Ead Frestown's earliest industry and most one of its most consstent busnesswas saw milling
and wood products manufacture. Jonathan R. Gumey etablished a deam powered saw mill of f
Chace Road in 1870, but gpparently moved the busness soon afterwardsto 8 Gumey Road (Map
# 49), dthough it is not indicated there on the mgpsof 1871 or 1895. Portable eam equipment
freed him from the requirement of locating the mill on abrook or river and it wes Sted neaerer
Gumey Road than presently. The Gumey Saw Mill Office (c. 1920s Map # 49) was recycled
from aformer gable. In 1947 when the mill was partialy destroyed by fire it was still operating
on geam powered equipment. 1t was moved to its current location on the same Site and electric
powered machinery was installed when it was rebuilt after the fire. Still owned and operated by
membersof the Gumey family, the firm continues a use which existed as early as 1746 inthe
district, over three hundred years after a saw mill was erected on Fall Brook.

In the early 1830s the members of First Christian Church found their pre-1831 meeting house
neer Masons Comer too small, and resolved to build anew one a 4 Washbum Road (Map # 16,
MHC # C-106). About 1883, the Ladies Friendly Circle, which had recently been organized for
quiking and community service, began to raise fundsfor anew Congregationa church. The
organization, which met inan room over the Fumace\Washbum Store (Map# 26.1), now
continues its meetings inthe Parish House of the church. The Circleraised money for the
church's constmction and purchased much of the fumiture. A red community effort, it was
designed by recently graduated architect Clothier Franklin Edminister of 9 Eag Howland Road
(Map # 38), built by contractor Abial S Ashley of 166 County Road (Map #7), with the
constmction help and funding coming from the residents of Eag Freetown, and Sted on land
donated by Alphonse C. Braey living in the Washbum House on Washbum Road, (Map #25.1),
and mill owner Capt. Granville Allen of 173 County Road (Map# 12). With donations from 137
subscribersand 55 day's of volunteer Iabor, the building wasfinishedin 1888.

The church isan integral part of the Eagt Freetown Historic District, deriving its primary
significancefrom its architectural distinction and association with the development of the
community. After 1938 it becamethe Christian Congregationa Church, and in 1964 it changed
its nameto the Congregational Christian Church. 1n 1954 Nahum Morse donated a small piece
of land for aparish house addition. The addition, which isusad for community activities,
replaced afive-stall carriage shed.

The location of the Eagt Frestown Pogt Office changed depending whether the Republicans or

Democrats controlled Federd appointments. 1n 1885 the pog office, which had been in

Republican Reud Washburn's Store. Washbum Road (Map #26.1) snce 1852, moved to

Democrat David Lawrences Store. 2 Washbum Road (Map# 16, MHC # C-107) after Grover
(continued)
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Clevedland, a Democrat, won the dection. After David's degth, hiswife Rachd became
Pogmidress. In 1915 she was sucoeeded by the Rounsevell/Allen mill owner Lincoln E. Chace
In 1918 the Pogt Office once more retumed to the old Fumace/Reud Washbum store, now rented
by George Braley, who kept it there until 1940. So while it moved quarters, it sayed within the
district for nearly one hundred years, removing only in 1963.

After Granville Allen's degth in 1834 his grist and saw mills (Map # 141 and 13.1) closed. The
sav mill reopened in 1902 under the ownership of Lincoln Chace, continuing this historic land
ue The sameyear County Road was paved when it became a gate highway.

Early Modern Period: (1915-1949)

In 1898-1899 an dectric trolley was built from New Bedford to Middieborough. Although the
line passed through Eagt Freetown it was well eest of the district. 1n 1902 the Commonweslth
improved County Road from New Bedford to Lakeville. Thesetransportation improvements
s to have hed little affect on the district. Even the development of Long Pond'slakefront ssa
modest summer resort just north of the district around the tum of the century had minimal effect
on its Seady life.

In 1916 Ead Freetown reddents joined to erect ameeting place for Eagt Frestown Grange, # 307.
Grange Hall. 26 Washbum Road (Map # 30, MHC # C-103) was built by Abial S Ashley with
the help of the community on land donated by neighbor Francis Paul, 36 Washbum Road (Map #
34), aNew Bedford ice-house owner and local historian and hiswife. The Grange was erected
on the former site of the Webber Tavem. (Map # 30.1), demolished around 1872.

The little building a 168 County Roed, (c. 1877/1919/1960, Map # 9) hes had muhiple uses and
repeated additionsto accommodate them. About half of the south end was originaly apump
housebuilt ca 1877 for the house of next door neighbor Abial S Ashley. (Map# 7, MHC # C-
112). 1twas moved forward onthe lot in 1919 and rebuilt by Nathan Rounsville for Herbert
Sharrock to mn as a butcher shop/grocery store. The southem half was originally an outbuilding
topped by awindmill. Sited next to the bam, it wes used as a kennd, beauty shop and later the
Windmill Tea Room mn by Mrs. Sharrock and her daughters. 1n 1940 this piece wasjoined to
the grocery, which hed just added the function of Pogt Office, to become the Eagt Freetown

Pog Office. Its mogt recent use has been as abook bindery.

Probably in the 1930s Washbum Road was raised to rdate to the newly raised water line of the
Mill Pond. The gonewall (Map #V-3) wes of the Grange remains to indicate the difference in
the height of the devated road on its south and the much lower open field on itsnorth. A more
significant change in County Road occurred in 1919 after ayoung couple heeded for New
Bedford the year before wes killed when their car failed to navigate the treacherous double curve

(continued)
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of theca 1823 bridge over Fall Brook. The road was widened from twenty to forty feet, anew
rail was installed and the curve was reduced. However, fatal accidents continued to plague
Deeth Curve Bridge (Map #11, MHC # C-902) as it was locally known, and in 1941 the bridge
waes substantially rebuilt by the datewhen it was widened to twice itsformer Sze and the S
curve was removed.

From 1893 through 1924 the Eadgt Frestown Library hed been housad in the Lawrence Store a 2
Washbum Road. |t moved into an upper floor of the Washbum Store. Washbum Road (Map #
26.1) for four years before itsdemolition. To save the books. May Gumey took them to her
home a 15 Washbum Road. (Map #21) and kept the library from the house

Eag Freetown resdent JamesWhite of Middleborough Road hed 1ong been anxious to erect a
library in memory of his grandfather. In 1947 he and aboard composed of Leonard H. Chace,
Frank Kendrick, Albert Edmingter and Mark Ashley, J. opened the White Memoria Library. 5
Washbum Road. (Map #18) It was built with lumber from the White family farm by the Mark
Ashleys . and S, on land donated by the Lawrence family. The entire community pitched in
to finish the building when funds on hand were not sufficient to cover itscompletion. Although
it receives Town funds, the Library isstill privately owned and mn by a Board of Tmdees.

Thedistrict suffered amajor loss when the much deteriorated Fumace/Washbum Store, (ca
1784, Map #26.1) built ca 1734 but certainly by 1811, was demolished c. 1949. The simple,
two gory, low hiproofed Federd style commercia block was successvely owned by the
Rounsevell family, Alger and Forbes, the Providence Foundry Company, Reud Washbum and
hisfamily and George Braley. \When the daborate Reud Washbum House. Washbum Road
(Map #25.1) was ds0 demolished around 1957 to make way for the constmction of Route 140,
little but the name of the road and two gonewalls (Maps#26.2 and 25.2) were |eft of an
institution which hed been acentra feature of the smal industrial community.

After Chace Road extended eastward tojoin County Road in 1957, that part of the old Chace
Road which had originally tumed sharply north to mest Washbum Road a Eagt Howland Road
wes renamed Gumey Road in honor of the family which had owned land and worked in this area
for over acentury. Another road constmcted through the district in 1957-1961, Route 140 (Map
# E 24) would provideefficient car and tmck aooess to the Sate and interstate highway system,
but its erection would meen the introduction of an intmsive concrete stmcture above the Mill
Pond. Fortunately, being devated, h did not physically or visually divide the community. It dso
causd the demolition of the highly visible and significant Washbum House mentioned above.

In 1961, shortly before her degth, Mrs. Julia Lawrence donated the Lawrence House to the Eadt
Freetown Congregational Church. 1twas usad as a Sunday School and parsonage.
(continued)
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The housing built in the district during the decade after World War 11 was primarily for members
of Eag Freetown families, some of whom retumed from serving in the war. While Route 140
gave highway acoess to neighboring and distant communities, the district remained atightly knit
unit with inter-related familiesor familiesthat hed been neighbors for generations.

Architectural Significance:

Remarkably, the Mile Square Boundary Marker, Gumey Road (Map # 44.2, C-118) remains
from itsinstallation about 1727, dmost certainly & itsoriginal location. A small, cmde, granite
pog, thistangible link to the earliest Anglo-Saxon settlement of Eagt Frestown demondratesthe
surdy will of the settlers, their concem about property lines, and the utilitarian methods they
employed to insure the permanent record of their holdings.

The Eagt Frestown Historic Didtrict is significant a the local level for thefine quality of its
architecture which tellsthe story of the community's development from the early 17th century to
just after World War [1. Although not al have survived intact, the district isfortunate in
retaining a leest four houses dating between c¢. 1727 and 1767: the Philip Rounsaevel House 170
County Roed (c. 1727, Map # 10, MHC # C-110); and the Cgpe Cod cottages of William S.
Rounsevel. 16 Washbum Road (c. 1735-1739, Map# 22, MHC # C-115; the Ashley House. 11
Gumey Road (c. 1747, Map # 48); and the William Rounsevdl J.. 32 Washbum Roed (c. 1767,
Map # 32, MHC # C-102). Three more Cgpesare thought to pre-date 1800 but are more difficuh
to date: the Philip I./R. C. Rounsville House. 154 County Road (c. 1744-1759, Map # 1); the
Silas RounsvilleHouse. 161 County Road (c. 1727-1790/1836, Map # 3, MHC # C-114); ad the
Philip/Walter Rounsevell House. 11 Washbum Road (c. 1740-1777/1872, Map# 19, MHC #C-
117). The lagt twowere originaly dls on the Philip Rounsevell House but moved to their
present locations.

A photograph of the Rounsavell House/Tavem. 170 County Road (Map # 10, MHC # C-110)
teken before ca 1870 shows atraditiona plan type with unusud variations. The dandard 1 \2
doryfixed-bayfaBadeis extended upwards with the introduction of four small, squere twelve-
light casament or fixed panewindowsin the attic story. Thishigher attic floor gave the house
distinctly different proportions from other Colonial housesin the district, and indeed, the town.
It isnotable that the stylisticinnovation in the house of Eagt Freetown's leading family does not
gopear to have bee rreplicated. Thetall 12/12 windowsof the first floor hes dlightly solayed
lintels. After afire the housewas remodded in the Queen Anne style with new windowstwin
gabled dormers, porches and atower, hiding its Colonial lines. Itsnarrow, Smple trabested door
surround may remain.

Mogt of the housesare very similar, built on the Cegpe Cod Cottege modd of 1 12 sories, with
five baysand acentra entry and chimney. Eavesare kept tight to the house and comice retums
(continued)
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do not gppear until after 1800, when they are generdly very small. Roof height isreletively low
and there isminimal decoration. Probably the earliest houseinthe district, the William S.
Rounsevell House. 16 Washbum Road (c. 1735-1739, Map # 22, MHC # C-115 isthe only one
built es ahouse & three bays long.

Both the Ashley House. 11 Gumey Road (c. 1747, Map # 48); and the Philip 1./R. C. Rounsville
House. 154 County Roed (c. 1744-1759, Map# 1) display the locally prevdent Sde gable
overhang, afunction of projecting the triangle formed by the dde geble field as to overhang the
wall surface below. Thisframing technique was sometimes used in Colonia domestic building,
but it perasted in the immediate area of southesstem Massachuseitsand isamarked festure of
Georgian and Federd building in nearby Assonet.

The smple but handsome and well preserved William Rounsevel Jr./Calvin Thomas House. 32
Washbum Road (c. 1767, Map # 32, MHC # C-102) could be the prototype of the house-form
which was to be continuoudy repested, with dight changes to accommodate new gyles, through
the next one hundred years. The longevity of the Cgpe Cod form lay, perhgpsin its economical
constmction, eesily passad on to younger builders, wegther tight design, and iconic image of
home.

The best example of Federd style building in the districtisthe Dr. James Ashley House. 9 Eadt
Howland Road (c. 1803, Map # 38, MHC # C-100). Itisnot much different from the earlier
Cape Cod Cottages but it has small eaves retums, tiny crown mold lintelsand asmple, high
entablature. The Itdianate door itself was amid-19th century addition: itstwin arched glass
pandsae typica of that style. Two large bams st dlose to the house meke dear the importance
of farming to itsresdents until well into the 20th century.

The New Bridge Over Fall Brook. Gumey Road (1822, Map # 40, MHC $ C-901) istheonly
bridge in Eagt Fregtown remaining from the intensive town-wide building effort Frestown
undertook between 1820-1824. Assuch, it isof much significancefor the community. The dry-
laid, carefully worked masonry and beautifially congmcted center arch with massive, hand cut
voussoirs tells a gtory of the skill, workmanship and magtery of stmctural principlesavailable at
the local level. The granite was probably locally quarried and worked. 1t isbelieved that the
heavy masonry constmction was required to take the loads of the of iron "pigs’ carted by oxen
from the docks in Assonet to supply the Providence Foundry Company's Fumace. Washbum
Road (1784, Map#27.1, MHC # CI 16). Thusthe bridgeisacritical visua link in
understanding the industrial development of the Fumace district, the major cause of its
resdential and ingtitutional growth.

(continued)



M>SFon«1040».> CUB Appm,! No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

. X" r>|-. * Fregown Hidoric Didrict
Continuation Sheet Freetown (BnstolCo.), Mass.
Section number — - — Page 12

No complete buildingsor smctures are left of the industrial complex of the Fumace Site.
Washbum Road (1784, Map # 27), but what doesremain on the abandoned, overgrown site,
especidly the Fumace (Map# 27.1 MHC # ClI 16, photo #4), is particularly impressive, with its
beauty of workmanship and sculptura shepes While the ruins of the Fumace smcture will be
key infully analyzing the development of the site, its quarried andfieldstonewall and dome
formed of graduated, tapering, inward-danting granite voussoirs is atangible example of the
high gandard of the community's capacity to constmct in masonry.

Of the two clearly Gresk Revival housesin the district, the Benjamin Snow/Elam N. Davis
House. 2 Ead Howland Road (c. 1851, Map # 36, MHC # C-101) isthe mog complete. The
cottage tums its gable end to the dreet to reflect the shape of Greek temples admired by anew
democracy seeking a uniquely American style. A comice wrgps the house to meke a pediment,
and acrossgable and low ell extend the narrow confines impaosed by the temple form. The
housawright found a unique solution to the problem of limited goace The door, squeezed into
the first of three bays, uses the building'sbroad comerboard as one flanking pilaster, while a
narrower pilagter is placed on the other Sde. The cottage's low proportions and homemeade
solutions make it an engaging composition, but its significancelies partly in itswillingnessto
experiment with anew form.

The original part of the Pierce/Brown/Nesbit House a 14 Washbum Road (Map # 20, MHC # C-
105) could have been built inthe mid-18th century, and had an addition on the west in the early
19th century. Probably about 1843 or 1844 it received amajor addition in the Itdianate style .
The much larger addition dso placed the gable end towards the street, a habit developed during
the Gregk Revival stylistic period, but its high proportions and bracketed roof line are hallmarks
of the Itdianate style and the pointed window lighting the attic refersto the Gothic Revival style.
The Neo-Colonia entry protico was probably added in the 1920s when the Romantic idiom of
the Italianate was out of fashion and high style Georgian and Federd architectura styles were

agan appropriated.

Four cottages inthe district sharevery similar proportions and form but vary the badc design
with afew stylistic details a the eavesand porch. They are the Braley/Gumey House. 17
Washbum Road (c. 1849, Map # 23, MHC # C-104), the G. S Allen House. 173 County Roed (c.
1858-1864, Map# 12, MHC # C-108), the Fisher Cleveland House. 167 County Road (c. 1872-
1875, Mep # 8, MHC # C-111), and the Seth Chace House. 165 County Road (c. 1873-1830,
Map # 6, MHC # C-113). The economicd five bay long Cgpe Cod cottage, the dandard snce
the Colonial Period, was now built with higher proportions, then a center gabled dormer in the
plane of the facade was pushed up to expand the interior and provide a screen on which to add
stylistic embdlishments. An entry porch a the center door made atransition between interior
and exterior goacesand could also be usad for additional decorative gatements. Thus, the

(continued)
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builderstook an essentidly conservative, traditiona form, raised the ceiling height, and updated
the details with the changing styles.

Probably the first of these, the Braley/Gumey House, may have served as amodd. Ithaesa
smple Gresk Revival door surround but combines thiswith ahigh pitched Gothic Revival
dormer with decorative gable field trim. The more expangve G. S Allen House isthe most
eclectic of the quartet. 1t has not one but two high pitched dormers and adds an eyebrow window
just under the eaves to light the attic. Its one story porch acrossthe facade ishdted by a
projecting bay window. A variety of window styles, Italianate round-headed, modified Pdladian
and paired in the bay window ssam to display the extent of the builder's knowledge. In the
Fisher Cleveland House the lower dormer istopped by agabled pediment indeed of the Gothic
high pesk ussd in the other three, and its striking porch just shdtersthe door. Itspaired,
chamfered pillars, small brackets and curving scrollsinvoke an Itdianate image. 1n the larger
Seth Chace House, the Gothic ingpired high pesked dormer and geblefields are decorated with
tmsswork. The hip roof of the exuberant front porch across the facade is supported in six
bracketed pillars. The large matching bam to the reer is significant both for its picturesque
design and its association with East Frestown's agricultura history.

Severd of these houses may have been designed and built by the ssmehand.  Carpenters
Benjamin Show, Elam Nathan Davis, and Charles Bosworth, as well as Arad Leach, who worked
in the Saeh, Blind and Door Factory, and builder Abial S Ashley were dl living in the district.
The E N. DavigBosworth House. 31 Washbum Road (c. 1857, Map # 31) is believed to have
been built by Davis. Now missing itslacy daborate Gothic Revival trim a the eaves, its cross
gable form isthe only one in the district, after the brief Gresk Revival experiment, which bresks
up the traditional rectangular form.

Even the mansard roof housethat Abial S Ashley built for hisfamily a 166 County Road (ca
1877, Map# 7, MHC # C-112), makes use of the center dormer in the plane of the facade, and
gives it an unusud bacony to emphadze itseffect. The design uniquely placesagable roof on
top of the mansard roof. A Quean Anne porch wrapping the house is extended with a comer
turreted pavilion. This, the single mansard roof to gppear on ahousein the district was repested
in the Christian Congregationa Church, aso in association with agable roof, as if the architects
and builders of the district were not willing to completely give up the familiar pitched roof for
the French import. Ashley designed and built the relatively high style. Shingle Stylebam a the
rear(c. 1880-1890, Map #7.1).

The Christian Congregationa Church. 4 Washbum Road (1888, Map # 17, MHC # C-106) was
desgned by Clothier Franklin Edmingter of 9 East Howland Road (Map #38) and built by Abial
S Ashley. Edminigter, aloca architect, had recently graduated from the Pratt Ingtitute in

(continued)
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Brooklyn and later taught there. Hedso designed the Unitarian Church in Middleborough. The
church isedlectic in style, grafting onto the traditional gable front facade abell tower which is
carved awvay a the ground floor to provide a shetered entry porch and eaborated within the
pediment with amansard roof. The open squarebelfry perched on the tmncated hip roof of the
tower and eye-catching, tall, flared pyramidal roof provide avisual focusfor the disfrict. The
Parish House addition on the former Site of the carriage sheds was designed by architect |. T.
Almy and erected in 1954-1955 for $10,000. The lower ell sat back on the Ste ssemsdesigned
as amodest background to the more dramatic church ssmcture.

Ashley probably designed as well as built the East Freetown Grange Hall. 26 Washbum Road
(1916, Map # 30, MHC # C-103) in amodified Shingle style. The relatively utilitarian, blocky
building is dominated by the porch across the facade with degp scaloped frieze and the four high
fieldstone basss for the dender columns, Centered on itsroof isasmall Neo-Colonial, gabled
dormer with asemicircular light. The Grangés upright symmetry, interlocking hip roofs and
dim columns look forward to the Neo-Colonid style. Jud recently, the community hes been
actively engaged in restoring the building. Their commitment and energy should go far to retum
it to itsoriginal design and condition.

Degth Curve Bridge. County Road a Fall Brook (Map#11, MHC # C-902) was buih in 1919to
replace the ca. 1823 bridge a the site and was rebuih with awider roadway in 1941. The 1941
gmcture significantly recaled the 19th century bridge's masonry constmction, widesinglearch
and curved crossing of the brook, but managed to provide aroadway which wes safe for gae
road traffic.

The White Memorial Library. 5Washbum Road (1947. Map # 18) isdesigned to suggest a
traditional resdence as much as an ingtitution. Built as an enlarged Cgpe Cod Cottage, its Neo-
Colonia stylewas part of ascded down American idiom which gained ascendancy in the nation
after World War |1 and continued to be the dominant style through the period of significance.
The library'slatch came from the 1831 Second Christian Meeting House a Mason's Comer
which had preceded the present church. JamesWhite, for whom thislibrary isnamed, served as
the church's first descon in 1853,

L osses, Preservation, Conclusion

An andysis of the Eagt Freetown Historic District's architecture reveds severd themes The

district devdoped strong local building traditions and held to them over long periods of time. It

dso quite naturally drew on local carpenters, builders, and architects for itsdesigns. The thrifty,

somewhat isolated community tended to recycle its buildings whenever possible. Another

frequently employed drategy was to move buildings or building parts to new dtes. Finaly we

have ssen how the community cooperated to congtmct its-quasi-public buildings or ingtitutions.
(continued)
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Lossssin the district which occurred after the period of significance have been few but
significant. The large Quean Anne style Washbum House (c. 1850, Map # 25.1) was demolished
for the constmction of Route 140 about 1957. The mills on both Fumace (Map # 27) ad
Rounsevell/Allen (Map # 13, 14.1) Stes, no longer used, fell into disrepair and were demolished
between the mid-1940s and the early 1960s

The preservation of its built heritage is something of atradition in Eagt Freetown. Thetwodlls
originally on the Rounsevell Tavem. 170 County Road (Map# 10) were moved and remodded
& housss beginning in 1836 with the Silas Rounseville House, 161 County Road (Map #3), and
the Walter Rounsevell House. 11 Washbum Road (Map # 19) moved in 1872. And acabin
originally on the tavem ste could well form the core of the Philip Rounseville House. 154
County Road. (Map # 1).

The Horatio Braley House. 17 Washbum Road (Map#21, MHC # C-104) built ina loca
amdgam of Greek and Gothic Reviva styles, was remodded in 1888-1890, had an ell added
about 1900, and was restored after along period of vacancy in 1976, removing a porch and
restoring rotting floors. A carriage refinishing bam, now a 15 Washbum Road (Map # 21) on
the property was tumed on the lot and remodded as aresdencein 1913, reusng someof the old
done foundations and materias from the demolished blacksmith shop on the site.

Resdents are still restoring their houses, as & the Sath Chace House. 165 County Road (Map #
6), where the fine facade is benefiting from the remova of an ingppropriate solid porch railing.
And the community hes again united to restorethe Eagt Frestown Grange. 26 Washbum Roed
(1916, Map# 30, MHC # C-103).

Finally, there isatradition of village resdents collecting information about the history of East
Freetown, much of which was left out of the local history text published in 1902. Their
dedicated documentation of the community's past formsa solid basisfor the preservation of its
heritage.

Two important preservation chalenges must soon be resolved. The New Bridge Over Fall
Brook. Gumey Road (1822. Map # 40, MHC #C-901), the only remaining arched stone Federd
Period bridge in East Fregtown, is currently dosed as unsafe for heavy loads. The Town and its
resdentswill haveto find away to provide for safe vehicular acoess while preserving a smcture
of undoubted architectural and historic significance to the community. The privately owned
Rounsevell Tavem. 170 County Road (c. 1727, Map # 10, MHC # C-110) iscurrently vacart,
vulnerable to vanddism and fire, and badly deteriorating. A key building inits development, it
isdso avisual focusof the digtrict. |f stabilization and security are not mede prioritiesthe
continued existence of thiscritical houseis doubitfiil.

(continued)
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Since overall pattems of prehistoric settlement in Frestown are poorly understood, any surviving
dtesin the ditrict could be significant. Recent survey efforts during the 1980s by the
Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) Prehistoric Survey Team and other professiond
archaeologigs have increased our overdl understanding of prehistoric settlement in the Taunton
River drainage, however, severd parts of that arearemain underreported and undocumented. In
Freetown, severd dtesadong the Taunton River have been documented through the lifetime
efforts of local collector Roy Atheam and the reporting of his collection by the MHC. These
dtesare, however, biasad by their location in avery regtricted area dong the eestem dhore of the
Taunton River. Most of the 30 prehistoric Stesrecorded in the Frestown areaare poorly
documented, especidly dtesininterior locaes. Any prehistoric Sitesin the district locde have
the potentia to further document pattems of prehistoric settlement and subsigtence in the town of
Freetown. These pattems can dso document the role of interior dtesadong tributary sreams of
the Taunton River with larger Stesin the areaof the Taunton River estuary. Prehistoric Stes in
the district may dso contain information that helps to better understand the effects of sea leve
rise on dte distribution and frequency through time. Interior locaes including the district may
contain information that helps explain the absance of dtesaong the main bagn of the Taunton
River through their submergence by rising sea levels. Interior Stes may represent segments of
settlement modd s that no longer exist dlong the mainriver drainage, especidly with earlier Stes.

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potential to document the socid,
cultural and economic characteristics responsible for the growth of an industria village center in
asemi-rural setting in Southesstem Massachusetts.  Further documentary ressarch combined
with archaeologica survey and testing can help document pattems of landuse or settlement
which may have occurred in the district areaduring the late 17th century. Land was purchased
and divided in the area by English settlers during that period, however, all early records of the
proprietors have been lost. Archaeological reseerch may be the only source of evidence for
landuse during the late 17th century period. Industrial archaeological resources dating to the
18th and 19th centuries may represent the most important archaeologica resourcesin the district.
The combination of documentary research and archaeol ogica testing can be used to locate and
date the sequence of dams congtmcted a both the Fumace and Rounsevel/Allen sStes.
Archaeologica evidence may be present which documents 18th and 19th century dam building
technologies and the techniques through which water power was divided between various mills
a eech dam. Archaeological evidence may aso be present which documents specific forms of
water power technologies in use a each dam and how these forms changes through time. Actual
power related machinery has been documented at the Rounsevell/Allen Dam site.
Archaeologica resources may aso be present which documents the technologies in use ad
products manufactured a each mill in the district. Information may be present that documents
pattems of reuse a eech dam Ste and the extent to which later mills reusad the facilities of

(continued)
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earlier mills. Archaeological testing can be used to identify the sequence of industrial use a
each dam site and the level of technology and production inuse a each mill. A saw mill ad

grist mill were in production a each dam sitewell into the 19th century. Archaeological testing
can help locate the remains of these mills and their components and information relating to the

technologies in use a each mill. Information may be present that indicates how these

technologies changed through time especidly as competition for water resourcesincreased and

atemative formsof power developed in the 19th century. At the Fumace Dam Site,
archaeologicd reseerch can dso gather information reating to the iron industry & the Ste of a
Blast Fumace congtmcted in 1784 and later rebuilt as a Cupola Fumace in 1818. Information

may be present a this Site relating to the technological agpects of iron smelting and the changes

that occurred during the rebuilding of the fumace. Archaeologica ressarch a the site of the

Saeh, Blind, and Door Fectory (1871) might also contain information relating to technologies in

use a that mill and products that were produced. Information may be present indicating the

extent to which these industries produced products for the local and regiona economy or both.

Archaeological and historical ressarch might dso identify arelationship in the production

process between the nearby saw mill(s) and the Sash, Blind, and Door Factory. Except for iron

production, industrial production a the Rounsevell Dam site aso followed a pattem of awood
related industry accompanying saw mill and grist mill production in the 19th century.

Archaeological ressarch a the dte of the Box, Board, and ShingleMill (1858) may dso produce

information relating to the technologies and production processin use a that mill. This
information might also indicate the extent to which that production sarved locd or regiona

needsincluding maritime industries in the westem part of Frestown. The combination of further

historical research combined with archaeologicd testing can dso contribute significant

information on known and potential 18th g™d 19th century residential and commerciad smctures

no longer extant in the district. These smctures devdoped in direct regponseto indudtrial
growth that occurred in the village and some limited agriculture. Most contributing stmctures
built during the district's period of significance gppesr to survive, however, severd potential
archaeologicd dtes are known and more Stes are expected. Archaeologica ressarch can hep
determine the sequence of constmction episodes of the Rounsevell House/Tavem (call 727) a

170 County Road. That resserch may determine whether the smcture that remains is part of the

original house or, arebuilt smcture after portions or the entire smcture were moved to other

locations in the 19th century. Archaeologica ressarch can dso be used to identify the extent of
rebuilding and adaptive reuse a residentia sructures including the Captain Allen's Little House

(cal844) and Horatio Braley House. Information may a0 be present a the Captain Allen's
Little House that identifies specidized changes made to the houseto house unmarried mill
workers. Potentia structural remains can o help reconstmct the form of residential and

1024-001$

commercia buildings that no longer exist including the Reud Washbum House, Webber Tavem,

Company Store, and Lawrence Cooper Shop ste. Detailed andyds of the contents from
occupeationd related features can dso provide significant information on the occupants and

(continued)



triform  10-tOO-t OUB AppnflNa. ~ 1024-001%

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

, A- rM« X M Fregtown Historic District
Continuation Sheet Frestown (BnstolCo.), Mass
Saionnumbe —-— Page |IL.

activities conducted a existing resdential and commercial smctures and those that no longer
survive. Occupationa related features a the Rounsevdl HouseTavem may contain specidized
and/or gtratigraphic depodts that contrast private, domedic life a the housewith its commercia
ue ss atavem. At the Captain Allen's Little House, smilar deposits may exist that enable a
detailed study of the lives of unmarried mill workers. The andyss of occupationd related
features a different dmctures in the village may dso form the basisof comparison for the Sudy
of socio-economic stratification in village life through the analys's of features associated with
the homes of mill owners and workers.

(end)
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Maps and Atlases

1794-95 Aan of Frestown, Town Flans 1794, Sae Archives, Vol. 15, page9, # 10609.

1803 RAan of Freetown, Including Proposed Town of Fall River, 3rd Series, Vol. 64,
peges 11, 13, 15.

1831 Town Hans 1830, Vol. 11, pege4, # 1889

1851 East Frestown Housss

1871 Aflasof Bristol County. 1871.

18%5 Atlas of Bristol County, Everts and Richard, Philadelphia, 1895.

1987 Freetown, Massachusetts, 1979, Planning Board, Universal Engineering Corp,

revised 1987 by David J. Cass& Assocs.
Books and Articles

Annua Reports of the Town of Freetown, 1852-1890.
Chase, William T. "Indian Trails." unpublished notes.
Cole, Barbara, Along the Edge. Decosta Book Bindary, Frestown 1994.
De Witt, Francis, Statigtics of the Condition of Certain Towns. Branches of Industry in
Massachusetts for 1855. William White, Boston, 1856.
Doang, Doris, A Book of Cape Cod Houses. Chatlam Press, Old Greenwich, 1970.
Donagny, Nancy, lsn't It Interesting?. Jan, 1970, unpublished.
Freetown Historical Society. Vertica files
"The Rocky Woods Settlement”.
"Amos Braley".
"Notes on Pocassst Purchasg”.
"Notes on Foundary".
Hae, Capt. JW. D., "Ancient Iron Works in Taunton." Old Colony Historical Society
Collections #3 (1885).
Hult, Frank Walcott, "Fregtown." Bristol Co., Masssachusdtts, 1924.
Massachusatts Historical Commission, Reconnaissance Survey Report, Boston, 1981.
Palfrey, John G., Statigtics of the Condition of Certain Towns. Branches of Industry in
Massachusetts for 1845, Dutton and Wentworth, Boston, 1846.
Peirce, Ebenezer Weaver, "Fregtown.” in Duane H. Hurd's History of Bristol County,
Massachusetts, Philadelphia, 1883,
Pierce, Pdo Alto, ed. A History of the Town of Freetown, Massachusgtts, Franklin Co., Fall
River, 1902.
Poor, Alfred Easton, Colonial Architecture of Cgpe Cod, Dover Publ., Inc., New York, 1932.
Reich, Jrome R., Colonia America, Prentice Hall, New Jarsey, 1998,
Rogers, Earl 11, and Ashton, Mark A., Fregtown: A Tri-Centennia Sampler, Frestown
Republican Town Committee, Freetown, 1983.
(continued)
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Southworth, Michael and Susan, Frestown Historic Survey, Freetown Historicadl Commission,
Freetown, 1978.

Sullivan, David T., Freetown in the Revolution, Frestown Historical Society, 1974.

Thomas, Helen, "Early Houses of Eagt Freetown." unpublished notes.

Town of Freetown, Tax Records, 1858,

Winters, Terry, Taunton Architecture. City of Taunton,, Taunton, 1981.
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East Freetown HD Bristol, MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property c. 94 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 336250 4626640 3. 19 337460
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting
2 19 337250 4626450 4. 19 337480
Zorne Easting Northing Zone Easting

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Heli Meltsner, Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date June 1999
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard ,telephone  617-727-8470
city or town  Boston state MA ,Zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple
street & number telephone

city or town state zZip code_

Paperworit Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of

4626240
Northing

4626000
Northing

this fonn to the Chief, Administrative Sen/ices Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of

Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900
1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)
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UTM s (continued)

S 19 336800 4626070
6 19 336840 4625810
7. 19 336280 4625860

Boundary Description

As shown by the dotted line on the Assessors mgps 227, revised Jenuary 1, 1997, and 228,
revised January 1, 1996.

Boundary Justification

The Eagt Frestown Historic District focuses on the most densdy seitled areaof the original
"Mile Square’ purchase and the gpproximate area of the village as shown on the mgp of 1871. It
includes properties aong the Contact and Colonia period regiona routes of Eag Howland -
Washbum - County Roads, with the extendgons as Gumey (Chace) Road and County Road north
from Washbum Road, as well asthe indudtrial Stesoff theroadsaong Fall Brook.

On the west the district includesthe Colonial Period Proprietor's Way, now Gumey Road, the ca
1870 Gumey saw mill which continues an historic Eagt Frestown land uss, and ca. 1747 house a
11 Gumey Road with afamily cemetery a the rear, (now on an adjoining lot). Gumey Roed is
a0 the gte of an 1822 bridge and the Mile Square marker which fixed the bounds of the original
division of the 1678 Pocasset Purchase. Eag Howland Road was the original route to Assonet,
and two of the houseson it are shown on the mgp of 1871, the other was moved there within the
period of significance.

On the north the district includes the buildings on both sdes of Washbum Road. The industria
dtesjust off it were a the economic heart of the district and the houses, church and Grange
building along it represent the development of the community over its period of significance.
One contemporary house sited well back from Washbum Road has been excluded, although the
portion fronting the road isretained.

Thedistrict extends on the west to include the resources on both sdes of County Road from its
intersection with Mason Road and the Silas Rounsevell housea 161 County Road, (probably
moved from the sSte of the P. Rounsevel house and tavem a 170 County Road about 1836) to
those resources on the northem end indicated on the map of 1871. The non-contributing
properties on the west sde of County Roed just north of its intersection with Mason Road were
excluded. Thedistrict doesnot include properties aong the Chace Road extension connecting
Gumey Road to County Road as it was begun inMarch, 1957, after the period of significance.
(continued)
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The old East Fregtown Freight House now on County Road was consdered for inclusion in the
district. However, as itssignificance would be derived from itsrelation to rail transportation,
and it has been removed from itsorigina track-gde location, it was not eligible. While the
contemporary saeh and door factory adjacent to it isan historic land use in the didtrict, the
factory buildings were congmcted after the period of significance, and were therefore not
digible as a property anchoring a boundary.

The boundaries generaly follow lot lines. In afew ingancesthe boundary cuts acrossa lot
where the remainder of the lot isvacant or the resourcewould not significantly add to the

district.

(end)
PHOTOGRAPHS
Photogrepher: Heli Méetsner Dae May 7, 1998

Negatives a Massachusetts Historical Commission

1 Rounsevell Tavemn, 170 County Road, map #10 looking north

2. Silas Rounsevel House, 161 County Road, mep #3 looking southwest

3. Rounsevedl/Cavin Thomas House, 32 Washbum Road  Iooking northeest
map #32

4. Fumace Site, off Washbum Road, mgp #27.1 looking southwest

5. New Bridgeover Fall Brook, Gumey Road, megp#40  looing northwest

6. Strestscape: Lawrence House, 2 Washburn Road, map # 16

Capt. Granville Allen House, 173 County Road, map #12 looking northwest

Horatio Braley Houss, 17 Washbum Road, map #23 looking southwest

Stregtscape: Fisher Clevdand House, 167 County Road, map #3

Sath Chace House, 165 County Road, map #6 looking esst

9. Christian Congregation Church, 4 Washbum Road, map #17 |ooking northesst

10. Eag Frestown Grange, 26 Washbum Road, map #30  looking northwest

0 N

(end)



East Freetown Historic District

Map# MHC #
1
Z 11
V-1
2 827
3 C-114
A3l
4
4.1
5
51
6 C-113
6.1
7 C-112
7.1
8 C-111
9
10 C-110
10.1
11 C-902
12 C-108

Freetown, Massachusetts

Historic Name
Philip I/R.C. Rounseville
Hearse House Site
Rounsevell Cemetery

Silas Rounseville/
E. A. Braley

Snell

Rounseville

Seth H. Chace House

Mrs. T. J. Harper

Abiel Ashley House

Fisher Cleveland House
Grocery/Tea Room/PO

P. Rounsevell Tavem
MM.R/Lincoln Chace

Death Curve Bridge

Capt. Granville Allen

Address

County Road
154 County Road
garage

County Road

161 County Road
garage

162 County Road
garage

164 County Road
well house

165 County Road
bam

166 County Road
bam/camage house

167 County Road
168 County Road

170 County Road
retaining wall

County Road/Fall Brook
Stone Bridge site

173 County Road

Date

ca. 1750-1790

ca. 1960

1740

1727/1836
ca.1990s

1915
ca.1930s

ca. 1896-1900

ca. 1873-1880

ca.l877

ca. 1880-1890

ca. 1872-1875

1877/1919/1940/1960

ca. 1727/1870-1890

1919/1941

ca. 1823

ca. 1858-1864

Page 1of 6

C
NC

[@N@) [@N@) [eNe!

[@N@)

style

Colonial Period

Georg. Cape (moved)
utilitarian

Neo-Colonial
utilitarian

Italitalianate Cape
utilitarian

High Vict. Gothic Cape
Gothic Revival

Mansard/Queen Anne
Shingle Style

Italianate/Eastlake Cape
Neo-Colonial

Queen Anne

utilitarian

Ital./Gothic Rev. Cape

St

St

B

. Map-Bl.-Lot #

227- 106
277- 105
227 - 85, 86

227 - 50

227 - 84

227 - 83

227 -51

227 - 82

227 - 52
227 - 81

227 - 80

NA

227 - 63



Map# MHC # Historic Name

13 Rounsevell/Allen Mills Site/
13.1 Allen Saw/Box Brd./Garage/
13.2 Dam/ shaft & gearing
B 14

14.1 Rounsevell/Allen Grist Mill Si.

15 C-109 Granville Allen's Little House
15.1

36 C-101 Snow/Elam N. Davis/
Mrs. J.H. Spooner
37 Geo. Braley/Chartes Allen
C37

38 C-100 Dr. JamesAshley/Edminister
38.1
38.2

49 Charl. Gumey Saw Mill
49.1
49.2

w49.3

X49.4

Y49.5

48 Ashley House
u48.1

T47

47.1 826

Address
County Road
County Road

County Road

174 County Road
County Road

176 County Road
Greenhouse

East Howland Road
2 East Howland Road

8 East Howland Road
garage

9 East Howland Road
bam
bam

Gurney Road

8 Gurney Rd. Office/stable
solder shed

saw mill

new mill

planner mill

pole bam

11 Gumey Road
garage

13 Gumey Road
James E. Ashley Cem.

Date

1727-1770/1850 C
ca. 17357-1780/1920s C
ca. 1700s/1850s/1900s C

1955 NC
ca. 1727-1735 C

ca. 1840-1860S/C.1888 C

ca.1940s C
ca. 1851 C
1897/1920/1950 C

NC
ca. 1803 C
ca. 1900 C
ca. 1940 C
ca. 1870/1946 C
ca. 1930's C
ca. 1947/1960s C
ca.1984 NC
1976 NC
1971 NC
ca. 1747 C
ca 1950s NC
1966 NC
1856-1909 C

Page 2 of 6

Statu!

Style
utilitarian
utilitarian

contemporary
utilitarian

utilitarian
utilitarian
Greek Revival
Queen Anne
utilitarian

Federal Cape

utilitarian
utilitarian
utilitarian

utilitarian
utilitarian

contemp/Georgian

utilitarian

contemporary

Res.

Si
Si
St

us]

@ @

U0 W W W w

Map-Bl.-Lot #
227 -79
227 - 79/78

227 - 78
227 - 78

227 - 77

227-17

227 -16

227- 14

227 - 40

227-8

227-9
extnds to 228



Map# MHC # Historic Name
S46
R45
44
44.1
442 C-118

P43
Q43.1

42
42.1 Garage

M41

40 C-901 New Bridge over Fall Brook
K39
L39.1

16 C-107 David Lav/rence House

17 C-106 Christian Cong. Church
17.1

18 J. White Mem. Library
18.1 Native Amer. camp site
18.2 Lawrence cooper shop site
18.3 dam

Right of Way

Address
Gurney Road
14 Gumey Road
16 Gumey Road

18 Gumey Road
garage
Mile Sq. Boundary Maricer

20 - 22 Gumey Road
garage

24 Gumey Road
26 Gumey Road

30 Gumey Road
playhouse

Gumey Road/Fall Brook

34 Gumey Road
bam

Washbum Road
2 Washbum Road

4 Washbum Road
stone wall

5 Washbum Road

8 Washbum Road

Date
1953
1952
1948
ca.1948
ca. 1727

1950
ca.1970s

ca. 1940
ca. 1940s

1990
1990

1822

1964

1980s

1844/1860

1888/1954
ca.1888

1947

ca. 1860
ca.1700s

Page 3 of 6

itatuj
NC

NC

OO0

NC
NC

NC

NC
NC

OO0

OO0

Style
contemporary
contemporary

Neo-Colonial Cape
utilitarian
contemporary

utilitarian

contemporary
Neo-Colonial

contemporary
utilitarian
contemporary

utilitarian

Greek Revival

Queen Anne/Stick

Neo-Colonial

Res.

St

St

Si
Si
St

Map-Bl.-Lot #
227 - 38, 39
227 - 37

227 - 36

227 - 35

227 - 34

227-34

227 - 33

NA

227 - 32

227 - 62

227 - 62

227-54

227 54-52

227 - 61



Map# MHC # Historic Name
19 C- 117  Walter/Philip Rounsevell
20 C-105 Peirce/Brown/Nesbit
V-2 Former site 8 Howland Rd.
21 Braley/Gumey House
21.1
D21.2
V-e
22 C-115 Will. Sr, Levi/Rounsevell
Peirce/Washbum
23 C- 104 Horatio Braley House
E24
F25
25.1 Reuel Washbum House Site
25.2
G26
26.1 Fumace/Washburn Store Site
27 Fumace dam
27.1 C -116 blast/cupola fumace site
27.2 saw mill site
27.3 saw mill across brook
27.4 sash factory site
27.5 Cross Lot Road
27.6 grist mill site
N27.7 pump house

Address
Washburn Road
11 Washbum Road

14 Washbum Road

15 Washbum Road
garage

bam

blacksmith shop site

16 Washbum Road

17 Washbum Road
Route 140

20 Washbum Road
wall

21 Washbum Road
wall

Washbum Road

Date

ca. 1740-1770/1872
ca. 1800-1820/1843
1897-1920

1850/1913
ca.1930

1995

ca. 1840-1913

ca. 1735- 1739

1849
1957-1961

ca. 1960
ca. 1851-1957
ca.1930

ca. 1970s
ca. 1784-1949-1950
ca.1784

ca. 1727/1960
1784/1818-1855
ca.l727

1800s
ca.1850s

ca. 1784
ca.l727

ca. 1950s

Page 4 of 6

itatw. Style

C g .
utilitarian

C Georgian/ltalianate

C

C Craftsman

C utilitarian

NC utilitarian

C

C Georgian

C Greek Rev./Queen Anne

NC utilitarian

NC contemporary

C

C

NC contemporary

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

NC

Res.

St

Si
St

B
Si
St

St
Si
Si
Si
Si
St
Si
St

Map-Bl.-Lot #
227 - 55
227 - 60
227-56

227-57

227 - 53

227 - 59

227 - 58

227 - 24

227 - 25

227 - 26



Map# MHC #

H28
128.1

29

30
30.1

V-3

V-4

31
311

32
32.1

J33
33.1

34
34.1
34.2

35
351

Historic Name

C-103 East Freetown Grange

Webber Tavern Site

E. N. Davis/Ben Snow/
Charies G. Bosworth

C-102  W. Rounsevell Jr./Ashley

Hathaway/Calvin Thomas

Durfee/Snow/Leach House

Address
Washbum Road
22 Washburn Road
garage

24 Washbum Road

26 Washbum Road

wall
mill pond shore

31 Washbum Road
boat house

32 Washbum Road
stone wall

35 Washbum Road
granite fence posts

field

36 Washbum Road
garage
bam

37 Washbum Road
garage

Date

1954
1954

1929

1916
ca. 1825-1872

ca.1930s

ca.1857
ca.1930

ca.l767

1963

ca. 177671840/1867
ca. 1930
ca.1940

ca.1935
ca.1935

Page 5of 6

>tatu!

NC
NC

Style

Contemporary
utilitarian

Craftsman

Colonial Rev./Shingle

Gothic Revival
utilitarian

Georgian Cape

contemporary

Greek Revival Cape
utilitarian
utilitarian

Craftsman
utilitarian

Res. Map-Bl.-Lot #

B 227-23

B 227-22

B 227-21

St 227-20
227 - 27

B 227-28

B 227-19

B 227-29

227 - 30

227- 18

W W

B 227-31



Total Resources: 104

Contributing Buildings 47 Noncontributing Buildings 22

Contributing Stmctures 13 Noncontributing Sturctures 2
Contributing Sites 18

Contributing Objects 2

Total 80 Total 24
Key

C = Contributing resource
NC = Noncontributing Resource

B = Building
St = Stmcture
Si = Site

O = Object
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i
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August 3, 1999

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Strest, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encdlosad please find the following nomination form:
Eagt Freetown Historic District, Frestown (Bristol Co.), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to commernt.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc: Beverly Dickinson, Chair, Frestown Historical Commisson
Heli Mdtsner, Presarvation Consultant
Chrigtopher McCarthy, Chair, Freetown Board of Sdectmen
Mary Brown, Freetown Historica Commission
Jod Plissey, Chair, Planning Board
Mim Gumey, Frestown Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 - TDD: 1-800-392-<S090
wwiv.state. ma.  us/sec/mhc



