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The Governors' Mansion is a fifteen room, five bathroom,
four story (including basement) residence of Mansard styled,
Victorian Gothic architecture, complete with cupola. The
grounds include a carefully maintained terraced lawn area
and a carriage house whose styling matches the architecture
of the main house:™ ' -

The home was built as a private residence for Albert
Gallatin during 1877-78; and was designed by Nathaniel
D. Goodell, a then prominent Sacramento architect, for
a sum in excess.of $70,000.

While considerable changes have been made to the interior
of the executive mansion, little or no basic change has
been made to the exterior. It appears, today, much as it
did following its comnstruction in the 1870s.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Governors' Mansion, initially built for Albert ' Gallatin,
president of a pioneer Sacramento hardware firm, was sold, in
1887, td”Joggph~S§e££ens, Sacramento drygoods merchant and
father of the nationally recognized author Lincoln Steffens
who resided in the home during his boyhood years). The
senior Steffens was president of the Sacramento Chamber of
Commerce and was well known at the time for his racing stables,

In 1903, the home was sold to the State of California as the
Executive Mansion. A small wing was added and the house was
refurbished and furnished, bringing the total cost to $56,000.
Governor George Pardee became the first resident of the new

mansion that same year.

During its ©4 years of use as the state's Executive Mansion,
thirteen governors have resided there. The longest resident
was Earl Warren, who vacated midterm in 1953, after ten years,
to become Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court.
Another resident, Hiram Johnson, who lived in the mansion from
%911 to 1917, left to become United States Senator from Califon-
la.

The State Fire Marshall declared the house unsafe for occupancy
in 1941; however, it was not until 1967 when Governor Ronald
fteagan moved from the residence that it was established as a
state landmark, open and available for tours. -

One of the more notable occur&hces to take place was the
attempted assasination of Governor William Stephens in 1917,
when dynamite exploded.the kitchen and pantry. Blame was then
laid on the Industrial Workers of the World (% i
No one was injured.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
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Local [

National
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Title State Liaison Officer

Date

Angust 3, 1970

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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