
ASSACKUSETTS HISTORICAL COHMISSIuK 
0 BOYLSTOH STREET 
GSTON, KA 02116 

2 : 13 E K t e r i o r 

2 : 14 1st f l o o r r i g h t room 

2 : 15 1s t f l o o r l e f t room 

;tch Hsp: ; 

CU,̂ RAf,'GLE 

Z E N 

1Q / TQT_3^Q / ^701-540 

Hudson 

1:25,0OO 

JAN l 4 1990 FORM KO. 

115 

Town Stow on 
Address ^72 Harvard Road 

Historic Hame ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

(Ichabod Stow House) 

Use: Present _ 

Original 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 
ca. 1699 - 1711 

Date 

Source v i s u a l analysis 

Style ^ i r s t Period / Federal 

Architect N/A 

Exterior Wall Fabric ' clapboard 

Ob'tiuil dines barn , shed, wagonshed/garage -

20th c. outbuildings 

Kajor Alterations (with dates) later iSth 

century half house; leanto late 18th c. 

and 19th c. ; 1950s e l l 
Ccndi tion 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreace 8 acres 

Setting On..south side_of. r u r a l read amid 

farmland, opposite woods. Numerous stone 

walls cross the property; a stone dooryard i s 

located at the south end of the house. 

Recorded bv IJora Pat Small 

Grganizaticn Boston University 

?.'.ru July 19S5 
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Indicate each item on inventoiy fom v îich is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Brown-Stow House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , s e t t i n g , design, 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship and as s o c i a t i o n . The archaeological s u r v i v a l of 
remnant diamond-shaped quarrels and o r i g i n a l room prop o r t i o n s confirms 
the existence of a F i r s t Period frame which i s l i k e l y t o y i e l d f u r t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n of s i g n i f i c a n c e to the h i s t o r y of Middlesex County b u i l d i n g 
p r a c t i c e s , meeting C r i t e r i o n D. The house meets C r i t e r i o n C f o r i t s use 
of l o n g i t u d i n a l second-story summers, a stone chimney stack, and 
closely-spaced p r i n c i p a l - r a f t e r roof without p u r l i n s , a l l of which 
combine t o form an important F i r s t Period and t r a n s i t i o n a l example of 
r e g i o n a l a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The house began as a s i n g l e c e l l , two-story house w i t h gabled roof and 
c e n t r a l chimney, probably b u i l t i n the e a r l y 18th century. During the 
Second Period, i t l a t e r grew t o a double c e l l p l a n , w i t h s l i g h t l y 
asymmetrical f i v e - b a y facade and c e n t r a l e n t r y . To t h i s a rear two-story 
l e a n t o was added i n the l a t e 18th century, c r e a t i n g a c l a s s i c "saltbox" 
p r o f i l e . A 19th-century e l l was added to the l e f t of the leanto; i n the 
1950's a 1-story e l l was added t o the r i g h t side of the house. A modern 
greenhouse i s b u i l t along the south gable-end of the oldest p a r t of the 
house. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The Brown-Stow House has very l i t t l e exposed framing today, having been 
r e s t o r e d t o i t s Second Period i n t e r i o r appearance during the 1950's and 
succeeding years. J o i s t s are approximately 23" on centers i n the l a t e r 
r i g h t hand room. Both s t o r i e s of the l a r g e r and older l e f t - h a n d rooms 
have l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beams, now boxed, and the chimney i s of 
f i e l d s t o n e to the a t t i c f l o o r . I t passes through the roof as a b r i c k 
stack. The o r i g i n a l r e a r p l a t e i s exposed behind the chimney, (where a 
second chimney was b u i l t f o r the leanto;) i t shows mortises f o r studs. 

The roof i s of the p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r system w i t h o u t p u r l i n s , (except at 
the chimney bay where the r a f t e r s are cut t o r e s t on p u r l i n s . ) A.L. 
Cummings r e c a l l s the discovery of several F i r s t Period framing d e t a i l s 
d u r i n g the p r i v a t e r e s t o r a t i o n , and the Society f o r the Preservation of 
New England A n t i q u i t i e s has been given diamond q u a r r e l s discovered i n or 
about t h i s house by a former owner. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

I n t e r i o r p a n e l i n g w i t h f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s on e i t h e r side of the f i r e p l a c e 
of the f i r s t f l o o r l e f t - h a n d room i s an e x c e l l e n t example of Second 
Period design and craftsmanship). Equally important are the unusual 
"tombstone" design overmantel panels and f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s of the 
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right-hand chamber f i r e p l a c e w a l l . I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o determine i f the 
f i r e p l a c e i n t h i s room i s o r i g i n a l or dates t o the Second Period a d d i t i o n 
of the right-hand rooms. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The s i t e of the house was granted t o Boaz Brown i n 1699; he died i n 
1711. His f a m i l y mortgaged the pro p e r t y i n 1751. I n 1764 i t was s o l d to 
Stephen Stow and remained i n the Stow f a m i l y i n t o the t w e n t i e t h century. 

REFERENCES 

Forbes, H a r r i e t t e M. "Some Seventeenth Century Houses i n Middlesex 
County, Massachusetts. Old-Time New England, Jan. 1939, pp. 99-101. 

Crowell, O l i v i a S. and Preston R., Stow, Massachusetts, 1683-1933. 
Stow, MA: 1933. 
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