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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Brown-Stow House retains integrity of location, setting, design,
materials, workmanship andassociation. The archaeological survival of
remmant di amond-shaped quarrels andoriginal room proportions confirms
the existence of a First Period frame which i slikely toyield further
information of significancet othe history of M ddlesex County building
practices, meeting Criterion D  The house meets Criterion Cforits use
of longitudinal second-story sunmers, a stone chimey stack, and
closely-spaced principal-rafter roof without purlins, all of which
combine t oform an important First Period andtransitional exanple of
regional architecture.

EXTERI OR DESCRI PTI ON

The house began as a single cell, two-story house with gabled roof and
central chimey, probably built i nthe early 18th century. Duringthe
Second Period, i tlater grew t oa double cell plan, with slightly

asymmetrical five-bay facade andcentral entry. To this a rear two-story
| eanto was added i nthe late 18th century, creating a classic "saltbox"
profile. A 19th-century el | was added t othe [eft of theleanto; in the
1950's a 1-story el | was added t otheright side of the house. A nodern
greenhouse i sbuilt along the south gable-end of the oldest part of the

house.
MAJCR FI RST PERI OD FEATURES

The Brown-Stow House hasvery little exposed fram ng today, having been
restored t oits Second Period interior appearance during the 1950's and
succeedi ng years. Joists are approximately 23" on centers i nthe later
right hand room Both stories of the larger andolder |eft-hand roons
have longitudinal summer beans, now boxed, andthe chimey i s of
fieldstone totheattic floor. | t passes through the roof as a brick
stack. The original rear plate i s exposed behind the chimey, (wherea
second chimey was built for theleanto;) i t shows mortises for studs.

The roof i s of theprincipal rafter systemwithout purlins, (except at
the chimey bay where the rafters arecut t orest onpurlins.) A L.
Cummings recalls the discovery of several First Period framng details
during the private restoration, andthe Society for the Preservation of
New Engl and Antiquities has been given dianmond quarrels discovered in or
about this house by a former owner.

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

Interior paneling with fluted pilasters oneither side of the fireplace
of the first floor left-handroom i s an excellent exanple of Second
Period design andcraftsmanship). Equally important arethe unusual
"tombstone"” design overmantel panels andfluted pilasters of the

1

Staple to Inventory form at hottnm
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H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

The site of t hehouse was granted t oBoaz Brown i n1699; he diedi n
1711. Hi sfamly mortgaged theproperty i nl1751. |1 nl1l764 i twas soldto
Stephen Stow and remained i nt heStow family into thetwentieth century.
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Forbes, Harriette M "Sonme Seventeenth Century Houses i nM ddl esex
County, Massachusetts. O d-Time New England, Jan. 1939, pp. 99-101.

Crowell, Olivia S and Preston R, Stow, Massachusetts, 1683-1933.
Stow, M 1933.
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