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1. Name

historic Harri swood- Crescent

and or common Same
2. Location

street & number Harol d Street, 60-88 inclusive

city, town Boston (Roxbury) u/a vicinity of

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS use only
receved pB |12 196

date entered
MR 13 1985

N/A not for publication

state Massachusetts code county Suffolk 025
code
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture museum
X building{s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object n/a'" process ryes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
mul tiple, see continuation sheet
nane
street & number
city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

street & number Penberton Square

Boston

Suffolk County Registry of Deeds

Massachusetts

city, town state
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of Historic Assets of
title the Commonwealth of Massachusettjs this property been determined eligible? yes no

date 1981

depository for survey records

city, town Boston

form # 37, Roxbury federal

Massachusetts Historical Commission

state county local

state Massachusetts



7. Pescription Harriswood Crescent, Boston (Roxbury) Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorat ed unal tered original site
—% good ruins altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Harriswood Crescent is arow of fifteen attached masonry houses |ocatedon
Harold Street between Townsend and Munroe Streets i n the Roxbury neighborhood
of Boston. They were built as single famly residences andare so used

today. Thegroup was designed inthe Od English style of the English
Domestic Revival, also referred to as Queen Anne Revival andhbuilt in 1890.
Horatio Harris Park, directly opposite the Crescent, provides a |andscaped
setting for the houses which occupy small individual plots of land. This area
of Roxbury is generally characterized by two- and three-famly wood frane
detached suburban residences i n Queen Anne and Col oni al Revival styles, built
fromaround 1890 to 1910.

Each house consists of three stories above a raised stone foundation. Flights
of stone andcenent steps lead upfrom the sidewalk to the front entrances.
The principal facades are designed to give the illusion of several independent
suburban villas rather than a row of identical units. Entrances to individual
units are for the nost part paired andrecessed behind porches or deep

arches. Aseries of set-backs andprojections break up the facade, while
gables, crenellated bayw ndows, andprom nent chi meys provide a picturesque
variety and irreqgularity to the roof-line. Materials that contrast in color
and texture, such asbrick, stucco, andrough-hewn stone are usedt o
contribute further to the variety that is characteristic of this style.

The overall conposition of the rowis symmetrical, although i t appears
irregular. Theendunits (60 and88 Harold St.) are of brick with a

crenel lated bayw ndow at the corner and an enclosed porch wapping around the
side. Thenext two units in the row(62 and 86 Harold St.) have a

doubl ed-gabled facade that is brick onthe first floor andhalf-timberedin
creamcolored stucco onthe upper portion. Thenext tw units (64 and 84
Harold St.) are set back slightly, andhave a single gable with vertical

hal f-timbering painted white against grey-brown stucco. This facadei s
connected to the double-gable facade by a recessed sectionof brick,
containing two entrances, a second-floor balcony andanoval w ndow.  Anot her
brick facade fronts the sixth and seventh units (70, 72, 76, and 78 Harold
St.) from the corner. These two units are set back further than their

i medi ate nei ghbors, though a balcony on one anda bay w ndow on the other
project slightly. Thecentral unit of the row(74 Harold St.) isa
single-gabled half-timberedfacade using the sane creamcolored stuccoand
dark wood as the double- gabled units. Theoverall streetscape reads as seven
distinct houses of substantial size, instead of the 15actual units.

The houses overl ook Horatio Harris Park, a rectangul ar plot of approxi mately
110,000 square feet. A nmassive outcropping of rock dom nates the southeast
corner of the park. These rocks conbine with several large old trees and
winding paths to create the naturalistic landscaping of the park. A low wall
of Roxbury puddi ngstone encloses the space. MNo major alterations have been
nmade to the houses andthey are in good condition. They retain their original
interior plans andtheir fine walnut woodwork is intact.
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Addr ess

60 Harold
62 Harold
64 Harold
66 Harold
68 Harold
70 Harold
72 Harold
74 Harol d
76 Harold
78 Harold
80 Harold
82 Harold
84 Harold

86 Harold

Har ri swood Crescent

Atnii fRnxhiirvl

Massarhi’

date entered

ApAMtAm number Page

HARR S/@D GRESCENT DI STRI CT DATA SHEET

St. /90 Munroe
Street
Street
Street
Street
Street
Street
Street
Street
Street
Street
Street
Street

Street

88 Harol d/ 124 Townsend

Parcel !

(all
3460

3459
3458
3457
3456
3455
3454
3453
3452
3451
3450
3449
3448
3447

3446

Ward 12)

Note: al | properties are owner-occupied,
mai | ing addresses are i nRoxbury, M\02119

Onner Nane

James E Jackson

Richard L. Taylor, Et al
Larry J. Johnson, et al
Mary T. Mitchell, Et al
Phyllis A Myo

John J. Miller

Thonmas R Ross, et al
John E Miller

Richard L. Arrington, Et al
Melvin B. Miller

Wlliam B. Markham et al
John G Bynoe, Et al

M chael L. Long

Denni s Nei ghbors, Et al

Frederick C Saunders, Jr.
88 Harold Street



8 Significance Harri swood Crescent , Boston (Roxbury), Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below ) -
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric A community planning landscape architecture rel_lglon
1400- 1499 archeology-historic conservation Igw science
1500- 1599 agriculture economics Ilt(_e_rature scu_lpture
1600- 1699 architecture _education mllltgry somal/_ .
1700- 1799 art engineering - music humanitarian
X 1800- 1899 commerce exploration settlement - philosophy theater
1900- communications _ . industry . politics government transportation
invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1890 Builder;Architect J. W Iliams Beal

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Harriswood Crescent, built i n1890, i sa well-preserved, unusual exanple of a
Queen Anne style suburban Terrace, significant as a work by J. WIliams Beal,
an architect of statewi de inportance. |t i sevidence of thedevel opment of
Roxbury as a suburban community, and as such retains its original surburban
characteristics. The residential grouping retains integrity of design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and as such meets
criteria Aand Cof theNational Register onthelocal level.

Harriswood Crescent was built i n1890 at theheight of Roxbury's devel opnent
as a streetcar suburb. The area of Roxbury i nwhich theCrescent i slocated,
known at thetime as Boston Highlands due toitsrocky terrain and steep
grades, was an extremely desirable residential location. |tspopularity and
its topography nade plots small and |and values high. The steep grades and
the creation of Franklin Park t othesouth prevented any ngjor thoroughfares
from being cut through thearea, and thus kept i trelatively isolated and free
of commercial development. The houses of Harriswood Crescent were built on
specul ation by theEstate of Horatio Harris, who died i n1876 and whose hore
stood south of thecorner of Townsend and Wal nut Streets. Harris wasi n

busi ness as Horatio Harris and Co., auctioneers and conmi ssion nerchants (18
India, Boston). The extensive Harris estate i n1874 included all of the land
now occupied by theCrescent, with a total area of 1,117,813 square feet.

The houses were designed by J. Wlliams Beal, and huilt by thefirm of Hol nes
Brothers at a cost of $8,000 each. They were sold upon conpletion at prices
from $12,000 and up. Although thedevel opment was called Harriswood Crescent,
it i snot actually crescent-shaped. The nane was probably chosen for its
historical associationswith Boston's Tontine Crescent and t hegreat Georgian
crescents of London and Bat h.

Horatio Harris Park, across Harold St. from theCrescent, originally called
Fountain Square, was donated tothetow of Roxbury and dedicated i n1852. | t
was possibly thegift of theMnroe famly, whose farm occupied 22 acres

bet ween Townsend and Miunroe Streets (Francis Drake, The Town of Roxbury,
p.227). The park was redesigned i n 1907 by Pray, Hubbard and White, and again
in 1912-13 by theOnsted Brothers, at which time it was renaned Horatio
Harris Park. Although no original plans areknown toexist, i tisunlikely
that thedesign of thepark has changed dramatically since nuch of thedesign
is determned by therocks and ol der trees. The park provided t he devel opers
of Harriswood Crescent with a cost-free |andscape setting. Because of the
park's presence, thehouses could be btrilt on small lots i nthenanner of
English terrace housing, and still appeal t opeople willing and able t opay a
price conmparable tothat of a free-standing residence. The surburban atnosphere
was reinforced by thestyle of t hehouses, which was associatedwiththe
English countyside.

Conti nued



9. I\/IajOI’ BIb|I0graphlca| Refel’ences Harriswood Crescent

see continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 1€SS than one

Quadrangle name Boston South Quadrangle scale 25,000
U7 M References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Nominated properties conform to Assessor's Parcel Numbers 3446, 3447, 3448 3449
3450, 3451, 3452, 3453, 3454, 3455, 3456, 3457, 3458, 3459, 3460. (Ward 12)
Please se attached assessors

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

A n/a gV n/a =y n/a code n/a

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Sarah Zi nmmerman, Director of Preservation Planning, Massachusetts Historical CGonm
nane/title with Katherine Boonin, Edward TI Johnson, M chael Long,
Bost on Landmar ks Conmi ssi on ~

or gani zati on! “assachusetts Histari&al Conmission date Decenber, 1985

street & nunber 80 Boylston Street t el ephone (617) 727-8470

cityor town  Boston state 02116

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state x local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature \/(KJijiX K. y"CVWw" [T I j*VVAAD"

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
**' ®ae Historic Preservation Officer date

For NPS use only
| herebv/certify that this property is included inthe Na|ji|[*g”i

date 3 -/ 3<
KeMNOer of the National Register
Attest: date
Chief of Registration

US GOAERNMENT PRINTING GFFI CE @ 1983 O - 419-311
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Harriswood Crescent i sone of theearliest suburban terraces i nthe Boston
area, and theonly one i nRoxbury. Oher exanples can be found i nBrool<line,
such as theBeaconsfield Terraces, designed by Fehmer and Page i nthe late
1880's; Kilsyth Terrace, designed by Beal for theNational Home Associationi n
1892, and a group of attached houses on Corey Road designed i n1896 i n t he
shingle style. MNone of these terraces (including that designed by Beal)
display thevariety and picturesque quality of Harriswood Crescent, nor do
they give theinpression of larger individual houses. This quality i s not
found i nthekEnglish prototypes of terrace housing, which were seldom built i n
the Queen Anne revival style.

Harriswood Crescent i san unusual Boston exanple of rowhousing designedto
l ook not lilce a series of repetitive units, nor like a single unified block,
but rather like a group of varied houses, simlar totheother free-standing
houses i nthearea, and neant t oappeal toa class of people who m ght not
otherwi se have lived i nrow houses.

The architect of Harriswood Crescent, J. WIIliams Beal, was born i n 1855 and
studied architecture at MI.T. After receiving his degree, he went t o New
York, where he worked i ntheoffices of Richard Morris Hunt and McKim Mead
and White. He spent sone time travelling and studying i nEurope, and returned
to Boston i n1888, when he formed a partnership with his two sons. Harriswood
Crescent, begun i n 1889, was one of his earliest commssions, dating fromthe
sane approximate time as his work on Al |l Souls Unitarian Church, alsoi n
Roxbury, and also i nan English vernacular style. Beal went on t odesign a
nunber of single-fam |y houses in Brookline, Roxbury and Dorchester, as well
as Kilsyth Terrace and t he Huntington Avenue Theater. | nlater years he

desi gned public buildings i nPlymouth, Brockton, and throughout

Massachusetts. At thetime of his death i n1919 he was described by hi s
obituaries as having a state- wide reputation as a prom nent architect.

Beal was influenced i nhis early designs by Richard Morris Hunt, Charles
MKimand StanfordWite, all of whomhad experimented with English vernacul ar
styles. Beal nay also have seen some of theBritish sources for their designs
firsthand i nthecourse of his travels, althoughi ti snot known i f he
actually visited England. The English Domestic or Queen Anne Revival not only
popul arized elements of Elizabethan and Queen Anne vernacul ar architecture,
but put forth theidea of areturn toa simpler, nore wholesonelife i nrural
surroundi ngs. Harriswood Crescent shows evidence of both aspects of the
Revival; initshalf-timbering and brick crenellations and i ni tslocationin
a sem-rural or suburban setting. Variety, spaciousness, and privacy, al |
hal | marks of theDonestic Revival which would seemincompatiblewith row
housing are incorporated into Harriswood Crescent by Beal through ingenious
planning, a judicious use of architectural details, and the fortunate
circumstance of thesetting. Later works by Beal also showtheinfluence of
English sources, but none a nore imaginative use of them than found i nthis
project. These houses are among t hefinest and nost highly-devel oped exanpl es
of this style tobe found i ntheBoston area.
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Anerican Architect.

American Architect andBuilding News.

Boston Landmarks Conmi ssion. Building Information Form No. 37; Harold St.
Building Inspector Reports, City of Boston. Vol. 36, p. 134.

Building Permts, City of Boston.

Drake, Francis. The Town of Roxbury. Published bytheauthor at 131 Warren
St., Boston, October, 1878.

Tucci, Douglas Shand. Built inBoston; City and Suburb 1800-1950. Boston:
New York Graphic Society. 1978.

Warner, SamBass. STreetcar Suburbs; TheProcess of Gowh i nBoston
1870-1900. Canbridge; Harvard University Press. 1962.

Wthey, Henry F. ABiographical Dictionary of American Architects (Deceased).
Los Angeles: Hennessey & lngalls. 1970 (facsimle edition).
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Harriswood Crescent
Suffolk County
MASSACHUSETTS

e resubmission
cn nomination by person or local government
d owner objection

* appeal
Substantive Review/: CU sample CU request cn appeal
Reviewer's comments:
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited tjelow
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * ves * no

7. Description

Condition Check one

excellent || deteriorated unaltered
CD good I lruins altered
CD fair I I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity
| 1 alterations/integrity
* dates

| Iboundary selection

Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date

Date Due: .

Action: A"CEPT._
.RETURN.
.REJECT_

Federal Agency:

cn NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline

Date

. see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
» original site
moved date.

213



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource
CD context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
» Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450






























The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusatts Historical Commission

Vdeie A. Tdmeage A
Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Officer "Z"- A\ N

February 4, 1986

Carol Shul |

National Register of Historic Places
Departnent of Interior, National Park Seorvice
PO Box 37127

VWashi ngton, BC 20013- 7127

Dear M. Shul |

Encl osed youwi || find thefollow ng nomnation forns:

Boston (Roxbury), HHRSAADGEIEHT, 60-88 Harold Street (incliisive),
15 properti es.

Boston (Charlestown), >™ CNT SIJAE HSIARC D STR CT, 1-50 Monunent
Square, 47 properties, HROAYM6A1-85 M\ 85-0651, deni ed, appeal  peMkii' ",

Foxboro, GARY, cns HAHE 242 South Street.

Mar bl ehead, STORY GAN AR STD, 140 H mStreet, HRA pending
y/ K) 621- 84- M\ 84- 0624.

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State ReviewBoard and have been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners were notified
of pending State ReviewBoard consideration30-75 days beforethe

meeting and were afforded t he opportunitytocoiment. Cranentsre-
ceived todate areattached t othe nomnation forns.

Sincerely,

Sarah J. Z mnmer nan

Director, Preservation Planning
Massachusetts Historical Conm Ssion
SIZ/ dr

Encl osur es

8 Boyldon Stregt, Bodon, Massachusetts 116 (617) 727-8470



