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The house Jacob Broom built in 1795 about a quarter-mile west of the 
Brandywine still comprises part of the mansion called Haglcy* in the 
opulent Wilmington suburb of Montchanin. It is the last extant struc­ 
ture significantly associated with Broom. In 1802, Broom sold his 
Brandywine property, including this house, to E. I. du Pont, founder of 
the du Pont chemical empire in the State of Delaware, and it has been 
in the du Pont family ever since. The Broom section, four bays and 
two-and-one-half stories, now comprises the left-hand portion of the 
house including the main entrance. During the 19th century, a large 
wing was added on the north side, and photographs taken towards the end 
of that century show the house with ornate decorations and gaudy embel­ 
lishments on the dormers of the Broom section. Though the latter could 
still be easily identified, it was virtually submerged in these adapta­ 
tions to contemporary taste. Subsequently, the adornments and the entire 
left-hand wing were removed, and a substantial wing added on the south 
side. This was clearly designed to harmonize with the original structure, m 
and, while the overall aspect of the house is unmistakably elegant, the 
style remains the plain vernacular of Jacob Broom's initial concept.
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*Although a brass plaque at the main gate bears the inscription 
"Hagley," the present owners of the house desire that it be referred '* 
to by its historic name, the Jacob Broom House, rather than as Hagley.
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Jacob Broom was one of Delaware's leading entrepreneurs of the late 
18th and early 19th centuries, being especially active in real estate, 
construction, and commerce. lie was also a pioneer industrialist in 
the Wilmington area, establishing the first mill on the Brandywine in 
1795. In addition, Broom participated in local and State politics, 
and as a member of the five-man Delaware contingent which attended the 
Philadelphia Convention of 1787 and signed the Federal Constitution. 
The only extant building associated with Broom now comprises one winj> 
of a mansion in the Wilmington suburb of Montchanin. The original 
four-bay dormered house that Broom built in the 1790s is easily identi­ 
fiable and still embodies the main entrance. A large wing added on 
the right adheres to the motif of the part built by Broom. The house 
serves as a private residence and is not open to the public.

Biography

Jacob Broom, according to William Pierce of Georgia, was "a plain good 
Man, with some abilities, but nothing to render him conspicuous." 
Taking a cue, Carl Van Doren calls him "the inconspicuous Jacob Broom;" 
Broom indeed holds the dubious distinction of being the only signer of 
the Constitution omitted from the Dictionary of American Biography. 
Biographical data is not difficult to come by, however, for both the 
Historical Society of Delaware and.the Eleutherian Mills Historical 
Library are in possession of substantial collections of documentary 
material pertaining to his career.

Broom was born in Wilmington in 1752, the son of a well-to-do farmer. 
He received formal training as a surveyor and conveyor of title, and 
at the age of 20 established himself in business. By the 1780s he 
was devoting himself largely to dealing in real estate, not only in 
Delaware but in neighboring States as well. He also engaged in a 
great variety of business ventures, including construction, foreign 
commerce, retail trade, and the repair of mill machinery. In addition, 
he was interested in many internal improvements projects, toll roads, 
canals, and bridges.
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8. Significance (page 1) Jacol> Broom House

In 1795 Broom established the first cotton mill in the Wilmington region, 
which he moved to a site on the Brandywine later that same year. On the 
riverbank above this mill, he built a "mansion house" in which he lived 
for several years. In 1802 he sold all his Brandywine property and the 
improvements thereon to Eleuthere Irenee'du Pont. We have it on the 
authority of Norman B. Wilkenson, Senior Research Associate at the 
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library and the foremost scholar on Broom 
and on the Genesis of industrialization on the Brandywine, that Broom's 
"mansion house" is the last extant property significantly associated 
with him. A Wilmington house at Third and Shipley and his downtown 
machine shop are now demolished.

It is perhaps because Broom's contemporary reputation was largely 
established as an investor and builder that historians have paid so 
little heed to his political career. Granted, he was never a major fig­ 
ure in this realm, but his attendance at the Philadelphia Constitutional 
Convention scarcely marked his sole venture into politics. In 1776, at 
the age of 24, he was elected a Burgess of the Borough of Wilmington. 
He was re-elected four times as Chief Burgess, and subsequently filled •' 
numerous other local offices. He also served several terms in the State 
House of Representatives. When the legislature selected the five-man 
Delaware delegation to the Constitutional Convention, Broom was one of 
the three chosen from New Castle County.

Broom played no significant role in drafting the Constitution; apparently 
he rarely spoke out, and then usually only to second a previous motion. 
Occasionally he seems to have been confused, since, as Robert Brown has 
pointed out, he supported the Constitution itself while at the same time 
voicing approval of the ideas of men who openly opposed it such as 
Luther Martin. At one point, however, when the delegates appeared stale­ 
mated, he did take the floor to insist that "the convention must produce 
some results, if only by a bare majority." Having played his one role 
on the national scene in 1787, Broom served in the State Legislature 
until 1796, and thereafter restricted himself to local posts only. 
Broom would scarcely qualify as a nationally significant figure had he 
not signed the Constitution. Nevertheless, there is certainly nothing 
inaccurate in assessing him, as Nuala Drescher has done, as "an astute 
man, a community-spirited citizen who served well both his own interests 
and those of the public."
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