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NATI ONML REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

Built in 1877, the Newton St. Bridge is the only late 19th c. bridge spanning the Charles
River in V@l thamwhich has not been wi dened or substantially rebuilt. |t represents the work
of Concord, MM bridge specialist HramBlaisdell, andis a handsone exanple of a triple-
arch stone bridge. Further, it was built onthe site of WVAlthamis first bridge across the
Charles which dated from 1761-62. The Newton Street Bridge possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling andassociations. |t neets criteria A

and Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

ARHTEIUR S EON\(E Describe inportant design features ax evaluate in terns of other
structures wthin the c i ty.

The Newton Street Bridge i s a handsone, highly functional exanple of late .19th ¢. nasonry
bridge design. It's three broad eliptical arches are edged with granite voussoirs. I n
general, this bridge's granite blocks are rock faced. Visible at the uppernost portionof
this structure i s aborder of granite block whose narrow sides exhibit irregularly spaced
not ches.

l—losg'ﬂ?goélévg‘ opnentm\pztheExgl ain h storlcal i nportance of structure and how the sts{_u Jilru?erﬁl? te Ss

Ednund L. Sanderson, in V@l thamas a Precinct of Watertown and as a Town, 1630-1884 notes
that "inthe latter part of 1877, the stone bridge at Newton Street was built.'"" This date
is verified by the V&l tham Tow Report of 1878. H ram Bl aisdell of Concord, My i s credited
with the design of this bridge. Thefirst bridge t o span this portion of the Charles River
was built in 1761-1762. It's construction was initiated bymilitia Captain Joshua Fuller of
Newt on and Stephen Shite, a Newton resident with interests i nVWaltham The 1761-1762 Newt on
St. Bridge was the first bridge over the Charles River within the limts of Waltham This

bridge was built in cooperation with Newton. By the late 1870's the south side had been
part of VMl thamfor nearly 30 years.
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Maps - 1881, 1883 Birds-eye view naps-.
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