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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Banzai Cliff is located at the extreme northern tip 
of Saipan Island on the edge of the Banadero platform. 
The cliff consists of a deep drop of approximately 
one hundred twenty (ISO) to one hundred fifty (150) 
feet to the ocean below. The cliff face is concave; 
it is bordered by two points of land jutting out into 
the ocean -Puntan Sabaneta on the west and Puntan 
Lagua Katan on the east.

The cliff face has remained basically unchanged, excepting 
a certain amount of natural erosion caused by the constant 
action of the waves below.. The tot> of the cliff has been 
developed for tourism purposes. A gravel-coated marking 
area has been constructed. Two peace memorials have bean 
erected through the cooperative efforts of the Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands Government and various 
Japanese government interests. One memorial is a small 
Buddhist shrine and the other is a larger monument represen­ 
ting a mother and child kneeling in nrayer at the edge 
of the cliff. A gravel and concrete walkway leading to 

an overlook noint on the edge of the cliff is also present. 
A guardrail has been constructed to protect this overlook.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Banzai Cliff is one of two sites where, during the 
World War Two American invasion of Saipan, hundreds 
of Japanese civilian and military personel ehose 
to die by throwing themselves over the edge of the 
cliff rather than to face surrender to the American 
forces. The mass suicides occurred during the last 
week of the American invasion, when all hope for the 
Japanese defense of the island had disappeared.

The exact number of deaths which occurred at Banzai Cliff
is unknown. In spite of the American military f s attempts to convince
the Japanese to surrender, the number of those who chose to
jump men, women and children is very large. Accounts of
survivors of Banzai Cliff have been found. Some who survived
the drop to the ocean were rescued by American ships waiting
below. Most of those who jumned, however, did not*survive.
Many of the bodies were never recovered from the rocks
and waves at the base of the cliff.
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