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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
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Ma.gpachiiSRf-ts
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES
Essex
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM R NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE
(Type all entries complete applicable sections) ”m 181973
il. NAME
C OMMON
St. Michael's Church
AN D/ OR HISTORIC:
St. Migiiael',a,.Church
2. -OCATION
STREET ANDNUMBER:
26 Pl easant Street
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
M arblehead Sixth
STATE cope COUN TY: CODE
M assachusetts Q25  Essex 009
5. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC
- District E Building . Public Public Acquisition: K  Occupied Yes:
. Site . Structure Private I 1 In Process I 1 Unoccupied . Restricted
: Object : Both [ [ Being Considered [ | Preservation work Unrestricted

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Agricultural I I Government . Pork

| 1 Commercial I | Industrial I | Private Residence
[ | Educational . Military fH Religious

I | Entertainment 1 1 Museum I | Scientific

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME:

The Episcopal Church of Marbl ehead

STREET AND NUMBER:

Smmne Street

CITY OR TOWN:

.MaKhshed
5. tOCATjON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Essex Coiinty Registry of Deeds

STREET AND NUMBER:

Federal Street
CITY OR TONN
Mar bl ehead

*N?RIINTATIgN IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

STATE:

No

in progress

| 1 Transportation CU Comments

« Other (Specify)

Massarihvi.spttFi

Massachusetts

Inventory of Historic Assets of the Coimnonwealth

DATE OF SURVEY: 1965 . Federol State . Co
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
STREET AND NUMBER:
\. 40 Beacon Street
CITAVOR TOWN; STATE: CODE
Vv Boston M assachusetts c25
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|7/ bgSCINPTI
(Check One;
ION Exce | lent . Good . Fo [ | Deteriorated I | Ruins O Unexposed
0/ (Check One) CCftec* One)

SIS-I-ER Altered . Unaltered n  Moved

PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

g Original Site

i chael's Church, 26 Pleasant Street, i ssituated on a knoll and, before
later construction and | andscaping surrounded it, was a prom nent |andmark
when seen fromt heharbor. The church land extends north from Summer Street
to Pleasant Street with a small area on Washington Street t ot heeast. The
mai n entrance faces Sunmer Street and i sreached by a semi-circular drive
surrounded by lawn and large trees. To theeast of thebuilding i sasmall,
early graveyard. The recent parish house i stothewest of thechurch on a
| ower level and i sconnected toit by a passageway. Typical of ol d Marble-
head, t henearby houses have all been built i nclose proximty to the
church and each ot her.

Built i nl1714-15, thechurch i sof narrow clapboard with a foundation of
native stone. Originally thebuilding was forty-eight feet squar-e; i n 1728
it was extended by fifteen feet on thenorth side. Wen built the church
was of an unusual design, apparently unique anorgcontenporary meeting houses
in New England, varying fromthemi nroof design, plan, vaulting, and
location of steeple. >

Conceal ed under t hepresent massive hi proof, added i n1728, i sthe structure
of theoriginal roof, aparallel series of three elongated hipped roofs
running i nt heeast-west direction, joined t oone another by means of a
single ridge set perpendicularly along thenorth-south axis. Heavy beans
were holl owed out t oform a system of open wooden gutters,set at a steep
pitch i nthevalleys, and designed t oprovide adequate drainayi**

The steeple was placed off-center over thecentral bay on t hewestern side.
The fifty-three foot spire was removed fromits bell tower base i n 1793
Originally thetower had one narrow round-topped w ndow i neach elevation;
just p>rior t o 1818 these wi ndows were enlarged and their design changedt o
a modi fied Pall adian motif.

The square ground plan of theoriginal interior i sdivided by four central
colums into nine equal bays. Above these square bays i san unusual system
of vaulting, with a pair of tunnel vaults intersecting toform a groined
vault over thecentral bay. Woden beans span t hedistance fromthe four
central piers totheouter walls, thus serving at thesame time t o support
the ceiling and t hestructure of t heroof above. The ceiling abovet he
fifteen foot, 1728 extension i s not vaulted; this extension added three
bays.

In 1732 t hebrass chandelier was acquired and i n1763 t hegallery was
enl arged t o accommodate t hechoir. The porch and double entry steps
were added t ot hesouth entrance i n1773. Al | t hew ndows originally had
smal | panes and were set i na double rowi neach elevation, theupper row

round-headed. 1 n1832thew ndows i nthesouth front elevation were
renoved and replaced with thepresent small Gothic-arched openings on
the upper level only. The side elevation windows arenow full |ength,

al so Gothic-arched, containing stainad glass added i n 1888.

Beneath t hechurch i sa sepul chre, unusual for this coiintry, where for
over one hundred years pew owners and their famlies were privileged t obe
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

rn Pre-Columbian ' CD 16th Century S 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 17'1.4/ 1831
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal | | Education . Political boivP lonnfn~~N,
I ) Prehistoric ( I Engineering S Religion/Phi-
Historic [ I Industry losophy
I I Agriculture I 1 Invention Q Science
Architecture [ 1 Landscape [ | Sculpture 4
Art Architecturi [ 1 Socio I/Human- ] lW
[ I Commerce I 1 Literature itarian
1 | Communications Military . Theater
[ I Conservation Music | 1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. Mchael's Church i nMarbl ehead believed t obe t heol dest Episcopal
Church still i nuse i nNew England. |t was conceived as a return to the
Anglican religion i n1714 by dissenters rebelling against therule of
Puritans and other independent religions. The "Benefactors" included
thirty captains of vessels with themin contributor Colonel Nicholson,
colonial governor of New York, Maryland and Virginia. An initial four
hundred and si xteen pounds was raised t oestablish thechurch. Shortly
thereafter a group of forty one contributed an additional three hundred
and seventy three pounds for thebuilding of a "Handsone Church i n t he
Town of Marbl ehead".

The church was completed i nJune, 1715 and i t sfirst mnister, WIlliam
ShaW arrived from England a month later. Difficulties soon developed i n
this predom nately Congregational town, where theAnglican parishwas forced
to contribute t ot hesupport of other churches and "neetings", until a
ruling was obtained from Governor Shute making such contributions voliintary.

As the parishwas poor and had extended itself toofar inbuildingthe
church, it was slow i nacquiring t henecessary church appointments. A bell
was acquired i n1717, t he comruni on service was given in' 1724 and t he chan-
delier i n1732. The ministersput out constant appeals for prayer books.
Tradition has it that thebell was |ater cracked from continuous ringing
to celebrate thenews of t heDeclarationof Independence. The bell was
recast i nl1818 by Paul Revere and i sstill inuse.

The congregation increased for a period, it snew affluence allowing, i n
1728, t hepurchase of contiguous land and a fifteen foot addition to the
building. After hisvisit i nJuly 1744, Dr. Alexander Ham|ton described
the church's appointments i nenthusiastic detail. The church enjoyed
increasing attendance and prd|)erity, continuingtooffer prayers for the
royal family, until thetime of t heAnerican Revol ution when nmany Loyalists
were forced t oeither leave t hecountry or suppress their synpathies.

Attendance decreased until 1818 when t hechurch suspended services. During
the 1820's a succession of m nisters and a determ ned Anglican parish kept
the church open, despite a nove fromt henearby Congregational Churcht o
recharter St. -Mchael's as a Congregational meeting. However, i n the
years 1827-1831, t hechurch was forced t oclose again. Wen i treopenedi n
1831, extensive repairs were necessary;, these interior and exterior
alterations transformed St. Mchael's into a building of essentially Gothic



9 MAIAR B BLI G3RAPH CAL REFERENCES

Bulletin of the Society forthePreservation of New England Antiquities.
Vol. LIL, No. 4, Spring 1962, Serial no. 188.
Vol . LIll, No.2, Pall 1962, Serial no. 190.

Church records, St. M chael's Church, Marbl ehead.

[tinerarium by Dr. Alexajider Ham Iton, ed. by Albert B.Hart, St.Louis, 190S

A Topographical and Historical Account of Marblehead by Isaac Mansfield,
Bost on, 1802. '

m. OEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LOMGI-» JDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THti LLNT"R POINT OF A PrtOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORN ER LATITU DE LON GI TUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds  Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW Y ¢ * 42 o 30 15 70 0 51" 05-
NE
SE
sw

APPROXI MATE ACREAGE OF NOMI NATED PROPERTY

C. acrp
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERL'AP'PING STATE OR COUN?IMV-.AOU NDA«I_E NtV AA
COUNTY %fy m
m
COUNTY:
70
p. FORM PREPAREO BY
N AME AND TITLE:
Elizabeth R Amadon State Survey Director n
ORGANI ZATION
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion February 20.1973
STREET AND NUMBER: 0
40 Beacon Street z
CITY OR TOWN:
BostQ.n.. MassanhuRPittR,, 025
[12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
»»valuated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

. . . . . . Director, Office of Archeology and Hist&ric Preservation
level of significanceof this nominationis:
National . State . Local n
Date 6
Name
ATTEST:

Jol F.X DAMOREN Secretary of the
Coi  nwealth and Chairman of the
Title Maggarhngpttg Hig-hnvi r;al Potrim-i gpi DN
The NMonal Register
April 18, 1973
Date Date
A GPO 931-
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(Number alt entries) _ Michael's Church, Marblehead
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Revival appearance. Many of theinterior embellishments have since been
removed, such as theflorid frescoes onthewalls and ceilings, but the
slip pews and stained glass wi ndows renmain.

St. Mchael's Church represents theinitial introduction of a specifically
Anglican-conform st architecturei nCongregational-nonconform st New Engl and.
Undoiibtedly influenced by small English churches designed by Christopher
Wen, itsuniqueplan with four central colums and intersecting vaults
above was a marked innovationi nthehistory of New England ecclesiastical

architecture.
\/\/\'/\yy

GPO 921.724
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40 "Beacon Street

April 20, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior
National Park Service

18th and C Streets, NW
Washington, DC 20240
Attention: M. Jerry Rogers
Dear Jerry;

Encl osed i st heNational Register

Stylelalfr

4 ncstoii. ~//asi. 02/08
(617) 727-8470

CERTI FI ED NAI L

nom nation for:

Essex County, Marblehead» St. M chael's Church

This hasbeen declared eligible for submssion by the Massachusetts

Hi storical

Massachusetts Historical
Officer.

Cordially,

Robert B. Rettig
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

Conmi ssion, the State Review Board, and has been signed
by Secretary of t he Cormonweal t h John F X Davoren, Chairman of
Conmi ssion and designated State Liaison

the






. GRANTEE: 0.

M assachusetts Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon, Exec.

rJOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION

FEDERAI AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: o. Code

25-75-00252-00

C Purpose

The church's entrance stairs will

and several headstones reset.

Nome

b. Title

St.

. STATt APPIICAIION IDENTIFIER 2. (liexeried for use by Sate central information recel/ttiuH ayency)

74070A90
. GKANIOR: o. Federal ogency

Department of the Interior

b. Orgonizotional unit

National Park Service

C. Administering ofTice —(I) Name

Division of Grants

(2) Addreii- Street or PO Box City State Zip Code
18th and C Streets, CTv. Washington D.C. 202A0

Michael's Chutch Deveopment

be rebuilt; the reredos cleaned;

Dir., MA Historical Commisson

b. Address —Street or P.O. Box City Stole
40 Beacon Street Boston M assachusetts
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Cheek only the single most applicable  box)
0. Stole b. Inter- c. County d. City e. School f. Special g. Community h. Sponsored i. Other
ttot« district unit oction organization
[1 n L4 ° . ° . °
;. AfPIICAIION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVt STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE
Ycor Morlh Day Year Month Day Year Month Doy Ycor Wonth Day
76 76 23 76 23 7 22
11. TYPEOf ACTION (Chtck aa many boxes as apply to thi® action)
o. New b. Continuotion c. Supplemen'ol d. Change in existing gront
gront grant grant
(identify agency in item 16) (D) Increesein - (2) Decreose in (3) Concellotion (4) InceosxeCy (5 Decreo($)
duroTion duration
. . ° °* N . . .
12. AV.OUNT OF CONTRIBUTION
o. Federol-(1) bosic (2) Supplementol b. Stote c. local d. Other
*
, 2,800 L J 2,800 % $
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE a. Progrom Number b. Supplementol Progrom Number
PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item 10) 15 90|
14. AUTHORIZATION
o. Federal Ei-dget Accounts ITPITB'IOAO'O'IAlDT
b. Public l0"A/5 PI Title Sec. Pt Title Sec. PL Title Sec.
8 665
c. US. Code
15. FACLITY LOCATION (Fur facility yraiit aclion.-i only)
o. City b. County
26 Pleasant Street, Marblehead Essex D 6
Ui, REMAi>KS
*St. Michael's Church

Prepared by Division of Grants 523(139)-505/t

STANDARD FORM 2
June 1970 Burt-au o( th.-
DucJdgct Circular t\-9H
740-101



