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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
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The Episcopal Church of Marblehead 
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S T A T E : 
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5. tOCATjON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 
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Marblehead 
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ichael's Church, 26 Pleasant Street, i s situated on a k n o l l and, before 
l a t e r construction and landscaping surrounded i t , was a prominent landmark 
when seen from the harbor. The church land extends north from Summer Street 
to Pleasant Street with a small area on Washington Street to the east. The 
main entrance faces Summer Street and i s reached by a semi-circular drive 
surrounded by lawn and large trees. To the east of the building i s a small, 
early graveyard. The recent parish house i s to the west of the church on a 
lower l e v e l and i s connected to i t by a passageway. Typical of old Marble­
head, the nearby houses have a l l been b u i l t i n close proximity to the 
church and each other. 

B u i l t i n 1714-15, the church i s of narrow clapboard with a foundation of 
native stone. Or i g i n a l l y the building was fo r t y - e i g h t feet squar-e; i n 1728 
i t was extended by f i f t e e n feet on the north side. When b u i l t the church 
was of an unusual design, apparently unique amorg contemporary meeting houses 
i n New England, varying from them i n roof design, plan, vaulting, and 
location of steeple. >^ 

Concealed under the present massive hip roof, added i n 1728, i s the structure 
of the o r i g i n a l roof, a p a r a l l e l series of three elongated hipped roofs 
running i n the east-west d i r e c t i o n , joined to one another by means of a 
single ridge set perpendicularly along the north-south axis. Heavy beams 
were hollowed out to form a system of open wooden gutters,set at a steep 
p i t c h i n the valleys, and designed to provide adequate drainayi** 

The steeple was placed off-center over the central bay on the western side. 
The f i f t y - t h r e e foot spire was removed from i t s b e l l tower base i n 1793 
O r i g i n a l l y the tower had one narrow round-topped window i n each elevation; 
j u s t p>rior to 1818 these windows were enlarged and t h e i r design changed to 
a modified Palladian motif. 

The square ground plan of the o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r i s divided by four central 
columns into nine equal bays. Above these square bays i s an unusual system 
of vaulting, with a pair of tunnel vaults intersecting to form a groined 
vault over the central bay. Wooden beams span the distance from the four 
central piers to the outer walls, thus serving at the same time to support 
the c e i l i n g and the structure of the roof above. The c e i l i n g above the 
f i f t e e n foot, 1728 extension i s not vaulted; t h i s extension added three 
bays. 

In 1732 the brass chandelier was acquired and i n 1763 the gallery was 
enlarged to accommodate the choir. The porch and double entry steps 
were added to the south entrance i n 1773. A l l the windows o r i g i n a l l y had 
small panes and were set i n a double row i n each elevation, the upper row 
round-headed. I n 1832 the windows i n the south f r o n t elevation were 
removed and replaced with the present small Gothic-arched openings on 
the upper le v e l only. The side elevation windows are now f u l l length, 
also Gothic-arched, containing stainad glass added i n 1888. 

Beneath the church i s a sepulchre, unusual f o r t h i s coiintry, where for  
over one hundred years pew owners and t h e i r families were privileged to be 
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interred. 

St. Michael's Church i s located near the center of one of Marblehead's two 
local h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t s , the Old Town Histo r i c D i s t r i c t . 

GPO 921.724 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

r n P re -Co lumb ian ' CD 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

S 18th Century 

19th Century 

• 20th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( S ) ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 7 ' ] . 4 / 1 8 3 1 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I ) P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

[ I Commerce 

1 I Commun ica t i ons 

[ I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I Educa t i on 

( I Eng inee r i ng 

[ I I ndus t r y 

I I I n ven t i on 

[ 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r i 

I 1 L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

S R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

[ I Scu lp ture 

[ I Socio I /Human­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

I 1 T ranspo r t a t i on 

bo iv P l o n n f n ^ ^ N , 

,4 .LW 

u 
ID 

Q: 

(/) 
Z 

UJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

St. Michael's Church i n Marblehead believed to be the oldest Episcopal 
Church s t i l l i n use i n New England. I t was conceived as a return to the 
Anglican r e l i g i o n i n 1714 by dissenters r e b e l l i n g against the rule of 
Puritans and other independent r e l i g i o n s . The "Benefactors" included 
t h i r t y captains of vessels with the main contributor Colonel Nicholson, 
colonial governor of New York, Maryland and V i r g i n i a . An i n i t i a l four 
hundred and sixteen pounds was raised to establish the church. Shortly 
thereafter a group of f o r t y one contributed an additional three hundred 
and seventy three pounds fo r the building of a "Handsome Church i n the 
Town of Marblehead". 

The church was completed i n June, 1715 and i t s f i r s t minister, William 
ShaW, arrived from England a month l a t e r . D i f f i c u l t i e s soon developed i n 
t h i s predominately Congregational town, where the Anglican parish was forced 
to contribute to the support of other churches and "meetings", u n t i l a 
r u l i n g was obtained from Governor Shute making such contributions voliintary. 

As the parish was poor and had extended i t s e l f too far i n building the 
church, i t was slow i n acquiring the necessary church appointments. A b e l l 
was acquired i n 1717, the communion service was given in' 1724 and the chan­
del i e r i n 1732. The ministers put out constant appeals for prayer books. 
Tradition has i t that the b e l l was l a t e r cracked from continuous ringing 
to celebrate the news of the Declaration of Independence. The b e l l was 
recast i n 1818 by Paul Revere and i s s t i l l i n use. 

The congregation increased f o r a period, i t s new affluence allowing, i n 
1728, the purchase of contiguous land and a f i f t e e n foot addition to the 
building. After his v i s i t i n July 1744, Dr. Alexander Hamilton described 
the church's appointments i n enthusiastic d e t a i l . The church enjoyed 
increasing attendance and prd|)erity, continuing to o f f e r prayers for the 
royal family, u n t i l the time of the American Revolution when many Loyalists 
were forced to either leave the country or suppress t h e i r sympathies. 

Attendance decreased u n t i l 1818 when the church suspended services. During 
the 1820's a succession of ministers and a determined Anglican parish kept 
the church open, despite a move from the nearby Congregational Church to 
recharter St. -Michael's as a Congregational meeting. However, i n the 
years 1827-1831, the church was forced to close again. When i t reopened i n 
1831, extensive repairs were necessary; these i n t e r i o r and exterior 
alterations transformed St. Michael's in t o a build i n g of essentially Gothic 
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

»»valuated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Hist&ric Preservation 
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Date 6 

F.X, DAVOREN, Secretary of the 
nwealth and Chairman of the 
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A p r i l 18, 1973 
Date Date 
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(Number alt entries) _ M i c h a e l ' s C h u r c h , M a r b l e h e a d 

8. (con't) 

Revival appearance. Many of the i n t e r i o r embellishments have since been 
removed, such as the f l o r i d frescoes on the walls and ce i l i n g s , but the 
s l i p pews and stained glass windows remain. 

St. Michael's Church represents the i n i t i a l introduction of a s p e c i f i c a l l y 
Anglican-conformist architecture i n Congregational-nonconformist New England. 
Undoiibtedly influenced by small English churches designed by Christopher 
Wren, i t s unique plan with four central columns and intersecting vaults 
above was a marked innovation i n the his t o r y of New England ecclesiastical 
architecture. 
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A p r i l 20, 1973 

National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attention: Mr. Jerry Rogers 

Dear Jerry; 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

Enclosed i s the National Register nomination f o r : 

Essex County, Marblehead» St. Michael's Church 

This has been declared e l i g i b l e for submission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and has been signed 
by Secretary of the Commonwealth John F.X. Davoren, Chairman of the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated State Liaison 
Officer. 

c 

Cordially, 

V 
Robert B. Rettig 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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I . STATt A P P I I C A I I O N IDENTIFIER 

74070A90 

2. (liexeried for use by State central information rece/ttiuH ayency) 

3. G K A N I O R : o. Fede ra l o g e n c y 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
b. O r g o n i z o t i o n a l uni t 

National Park Service 
C. A d m i n i s t e r i n g ofTice — ( I ) N a m e 

Division of Grants 
(2) A d d r e i i - Street o r P O Box 

18th and C Streets, CTv. 
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Washington 
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D.C. 
Zip Code 

202A0 
4. FEDERAI AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: o . C o d e b. Title 

25-75-00252-00 St. Michael's Chutch Development 

C. Purpose 

The church's entrance s ta irs w i l l be rebuilt; the reredos cleaned; 
and several headstones reset. 

5. GRANTEE: o. N o m e 

Massachusetts Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon, Exec. D i r . , MA Historical Commission 
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40 Beacon Street 
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Boston 
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Massachusetts 
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g . C o m m u n i t y 

o c t i o n 

h. S p o n s o r e d 
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i. O the r 

• • n • • 
; . A f P l l C A I i O N RECEIPT DATE 

Y c o r M o r l h Day 

76 

8. A C T I O N DATE 

Y e a r M o n t h 

76 
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23 

9. EFFECTlVt STARTING DATE 

Year M o n t h Doy 

76 23 

10. ENDING DATE 

Y c o r Won th 

79 
D a y 

22 
11. TYPE Of ACTION (Chtck aa many boxes as apply to thi^ action) 

o . N e w b. C o n t i n u o t i o n c. S u p p l e m e n ' o l d . C h a n g e in ex is t ing g r o n t 

g r o n t g r a n t g r a n t 

( iden t i fy agency in item 16) (1) Increase in (2) Decreose in (3) Concellotion (4) IncreoseCS) (5) Decreose($) 
duroTion d u r a t i o n 

• • • • n • • • 
12. AV .OUNT OF C O N T R I B U T I O N 

o . F e d e r o l - ( 1 ) bos i c (2) S u p p l e m e n t o l 

, 2,800 L 
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM (if none, clarify in item 10) 

b. S to te 

J 2,800* 
c. local 

% 

d. Other 

$ 
a. P r o g r o m N u m b e r 

15.90i 
b. S u p p l e m e n t o l P r o g r o m N u m b e r 

14. A U T H O R I Z A T I O N 

o. Federa l E i -dget Accoun ts ITPITB-lOAO-O-I^iDT 
b. Publ ic lo^A/5 

c. U.S. Code 

P I Title Sec. 

89 _665_ 
Pt Title Sec. PL Title Sec. 

15. FACILITY LOCATION (Fur f a c i l i t y yrai i t aclion.-i only) 

o. City 

26 Pleasant Street, Marblehead 
b . Coun ty 

Essex CD 6 
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*St. Michael's Church 
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