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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Idaho Building is a six-story brick commercial building in the second Renaissance
Revival style. It has a stone first story with plate glass windows and Doric
pilasters. Each side is seven bays wide with a pair of double hung sash windows
in each bay of the upper stories, except the corner bays which contain only one
window each. Banded brick "pilasters" demarcate the bays and give the building
its sense of verticality. These pilasters rise from stone bases and terminate
with an egg and dart molding at the top of the fifth story. The panels above and
below the windows are terra cotta. The sixth story is highly ornate with con-
trasting cream colored terra cotta and dark red brick bands. The building
terminates with terra cotta modillion-1ike brackets and a Targe denticulated
galvanized iron cornice, with a plain freize.

There are no additions or alterations.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Idaho building is architecturally significant as a good example of the second
Renaissance Revival style applied to a commercial building. The building,
described by the Statesman as Boise's "first skyscraper," marked the beginning

of a new era in the architectural development of downtown Boise, and several

other six-story buildings quickly followed (most notably the Eastman/Overland
building and the Empire building.) Erected in an era of prosperity the building
symbolized the urban aspirations of Boise as the newspapers carried many atlusions
to the city's becoming another Chicago.

This structure was built for developer Walter E. Pierce, a major real estate
figure in turn of the century Boise. This is the grandest of several commercial
buildings constructed for him.

The architects, Tourtellotte and Company, were the foremost architectural firm
of the period in Boise. This is one of their more ambitious commercial endeavors,
and typical of their handling of the Second Renaissance Revival.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property includes the Idaho Building and the. ground. it sits on at the
southeast corner of Eighth and Bannock.
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