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Address 6 Lavrence Road 

His to r i c Kame John Boardman Fnuse 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date - 50 

Source 

Style 

A. L. Cumnines 

rxrsr ."cricG 

Ar c h i t e c t unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildincs none 

Major Alterations (with cares) rea- lea-t 

ISth centur^•^. e l l and carazre - 1956 

Cen dition eood 

Moved yes :at5 -956 - Earle Ne^tc 

Acres ce 

Setting r u r a l r e s i d e n t i a l . gr 

20th c. ccnsiruction on read - house set 

back giving seciudec auDearance 

Recorded bv ; ames .• vnrianos 

South Groveland (r.,w Lawrencer'rcani r a t i cn Boston '.••-iversi 

25,000 
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Nnver-ber 10^5 
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„ .John Boarclnian 
Property Name: ^ouse 

Indicate each item on inventor/ form vrfiich is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The John Boardman House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of design, m a t e r i a l s , 
workmanship and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t has l a t e examples of F i r s t Period framing 
and t r a n s i t i o n a l decoration, which q u a l i f i e s i t under C r i t e r i o n C. I t has 
a d i r e c t a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the Boardman f a m i l y of Saugus, and i t s F i r s t 
Period character i s seen as d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to the house of John's 
grandfather, W i l l i a m Boardman. The b u i l d i n g was r e s t o r e d by the 
well-known mid-20th-century r e s t o r e r . Earl Newton, w i t h the guidance of 
Abbott Lowell Cummings. In the process of r e s t o r a t i o n , the s i t e y i e l d e d 
important i n f o r m a t i o n on the slow t r a n s i t i o n from F i r s t t o Second Period 
a r c h i t e c t u r e i n r u r a l Massachusetts, and i t s p o t e n t i a l to y i e l d s t i l l 
f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n q u a l i f i e s i t under C r i t e r i o n D. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The house i s a c l a s s i c 18th-century "saltbox", o r i g i n a l l y located i n 
Saugus, Mass., near the 17th-century W i l l i a m Boardman House. I t was moved 
i n 1956, and a long one-story gable-roofed a d d i t i o n was b u i l t connecting 
to the r i g h t hand rear corner at t h a t time. The b r i c k c e n t r a l chimney, an 
exact copy of the o r i g i n a l , i s new. The clapboarded f i v e - b a y , two-story, 
center-entrance facade has one window at both f l o o r s on the l e f t s ide, a 
window over the f r o n t door, and two windows on the wider r i g h t side. The 
gable-ends have s i n g l e windows at each s t o r y i n the main rooms of the 
house, and asymmetrical f e n e s t r a t i o n i n the leanto, which was added about 
1800. There are three evenly spaced windows across the rear leanto w a l l . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The John Boardman House i s a t r a n s i t i o n a l house w i t h extensive F i r s t 
Period f e a t u r e s , b u i l t i n Saugus ca. 1740 i n a s t y l e l o o k i n g back to the 
home of W i l l i a m Boardman, John's grandfather. I t began as a d o u b l e - c e l l 
central-chimney house of lobby entrance plan w i t h o u t leanto. The r i g h t 
(east) room has a l l i t s framing exposed, w i t h no chamfering on the summer, 
but a f l a t chamfer on the chimney g i r t , a v e r t i c a l l y - s h e a t h e d 
mid-18th-century f i r e p l a c e w a l l of feather-edged boards, and a f i r e p l a c e 
based on the o r i g i n a l w i t h sqtfere jambs and a beehive oven a t the l e f t 
corner, ( l i k e those of the 17th century, but of reduced width.) The 
s t a i r c a s e i n the e n t r y h a l l has a l a t e F i r s t Period s t y l e o r i g i n a l closed 
s t r i n g , t r i p l e - r u n s t a i r c a s e w i t h o u t b a l u s t e r s , and a turned nevjel post. 

I n the chamber above the east room the t i e beam i s exposed, and possibly 
reused, w i t h a narrow f l a t chamfer ending i n a leir.ib's tongue stop. The 
l e f t (west) chamber was o r i g i n a l l y u n f i n i s h e d ; there i s whitewash residue 
on the studs and w a l l f i l l ; the room was b u i l t w i t h o u t a f i r e p l a c e . The 
roof was replaced before the b u i l d i n g was moved. 

St a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at b o t r om 
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SIGNIFICANT LATER FEATURES 

The lower room on the l e f t (west) side i s f i n i s h e d i n Second Period s t y l e , 
w i t h feather-edged sheathing l i k e t h a t i n the east room. F i n i s h i n the 
leanto suggests a ca. 1800 date. 

REFERENCES 

Cummings, Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bay, 1625-1725, pp. 169, 171, 
207-9. 

John Cole, "The John Boardman House," t y p e s c r i p t s t r u c t u r e s r e p o r t . 
May 19,1977. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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