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S| GNI FI CANCE

The John Boardman House retains integrity of design, materials,

wor kmanshi p and association. 't has late exanmples of First Period framng
and transitional decoration, which qualifies it under CriterionC | t has
a direct association with the Boardman family of Saugus, and its First
Period character is seen as directly related to the house of John's
grandfather, WIIliam Boardman. The building was restored by the
wel | -known mid-20th-century restorer. Earl Newton, with the guidance of
Abbott Lowell Cummings. In the process of restoration, the site yielded
important information on the slow transition from First to Second Period
architecture in rural Massachusetts, and its potential to yield still
further information qualifies it under Criterion D

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The house is a classic 18th-century "saltbox", originally located in
Saugus, Mass., near the 17th-century WIliam Boardman House. |t was noved
in 1956, and a long one-story gable-roofed addition was built connecting
to the right hand rear corner at that time. The brick central chimey, an

exact copy of the original, is new The clapboarded five-bay, two-story,
center-entrance facade has one wi ndow at both floors on the left side, a
wi ndow over the front door, and two w ndows on the wider right side. The

gabl e-ends have single wi ndows at each story in the main roons of the
house, and asymmetrical fenestration in the leanto, which was added about
1800. There are three evenly spaced wi ndows across the rear |eanto wall.

MAICR FI RST PER D FEATURES

The John Boardman House is a transitional house with extensive First
Period features, built in Saugus ca. 1740 in a style looking back to the

horme of W IIliam Boardman, John's grandfather. 't began as a double-cell
central-chimney house of |obby entrance plan without |I|eanto. The right
(east) room has all its framng exposed, with no chamfering on the sumrer,

but a flat chanfer on the chimmey girt, a vertically-sheathed

m d-18th-century fireplace wall of feather-edged boards, and a fireplace
based on the original with sqtfere janmbs and a beehive oven at the [left
corner, (like those of the 17th century, but of reduced width.) The
staircase in the entry hall has a late First Period style original closed
string, triple-run staircase without balusters, and a turned nevjel post.

In the chanmber above the east room the tie beamis exposed, and possibly

reused, with a narrow flat chanfer ending in a leir.ib's tongue stop. The
left (west) chamber was originally unfinished; there is whitewash residue
on the studs and wall fill; the roomws built without a fireplace. The

roof was replaced before the building was noved.
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The |ower room on the left (west
with feather-edged sheathing lik
| eanto suggests a ca. 1800 date.
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