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Central Fire Station i slocated on Pleasant Street i ndowntown Brockton i na mxed
comrercial/residential area. The exterior of the building has changed little since
its construction i n1884. The 3 story, Mnsard roof structure i sof redbrick with a
granite foundation. Fenestration i stall narrow w ndows of either 1/1 or 2/2. A
corbelled brick table encircles the building beneath theslate roof.

The symmetrical facade faces north toward Pleasant Street. |t i sdomnated by a
central projecting pavilion; thefirst story of this i sdom nated by two engi ne bays
whose 5x6 panel wooden doors arepainted green andwhite. The second and third hori-
zontal bands of panels at thetopof thedoors areglass. The doors are topped by a
plain frieze and nol ded cornice supported by end brackets. Above each door i s a
group of 3 half windows with granite lintels andsills. At thecenter of these wi ndow
groupings i sa raised granite plaque noting thedate of the building's erection. The
third story has three decorative dormers painted green. The center dorner i s conposed
of paired 1/1 windows. This i sflanked by the2/2 window dornmers on either side. Al I
three areframed by nol ded architraves and headed by a wi de, projecting, nolded en-
tablature. The narrow east and west elevations of thepavillion each contain a tall
wooden door headed by a 2/2 wi ndow on t he second story.

Flanking thecenter pavillion is the main body of the building. Both theeastern and
western facade ends have an engine bay identical tothose i ntheprojection. These
bays ar e topped by two 2/2 wi ndows on t hesecond story and by a single 2/2 dormer win-
dow i ntheroof. The five bay deep east and west elevations have five segmentally
arched 2/2 windows on each story, and three dorners identical tothose on the facade.
These dorners are flanked by tall chiiraieys with nmolded brick ornament on either side.

The rear (southem) portion of theroof shows thesquare, flat roofed uppernmost portion
of thehose drying tower. This structure was originally decorated with ornate brackets
and had a peaked roof. |t contained abell which was used as thefire alarm

A small one story wing which houses offices and equi pment was added t o the west
el evation at sone unknown time.
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Brockton's Central Fire Station i ssignificant for a technological achievement

and as a well preserved and mai ntai ned exanple of the Second Enpire Style of
architecture. Although i t cannot be described as a high style example of Second
Empire architecture, it remains one of thefinest exanples of itsstyle i nBrockton.

The Central Fire Station was conpleted i n 1884, one year after theEdison Electric
[l1luminating Conpany power station began operation. This was thefirst three-wire
underground electric distributionsystemin thecountry, and Central Fire Station
has thefirst electrically illumnated fire station i nthe nation.

The building was designed by Waldo V. Howard, one of Brockton's most successful |ate
19th century architects. Like scores of small city architects throughout New

Engl and, Howard worked i na variety of revival styles popular i nVictorian Anmerica.
Besides theFire Station, Howard | s known t o have designed theltalianate Satucket
Bl ock on Main Street, the Ronanesque Gardner Bl ock on Center Street and t he Queen
Anne First Universallst Church on Cottage Street, all in Brockton.
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Advisory
Council On
Historic
Preservation

152 K Street. NW
Washington, DC 20005

July 16, 1980

M. Andrew E Kauders

Speci al Assistant for the Environnent
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Admi ni stration
Depart nent of Conmer ce

Washington, DC 20230

Dear M. Kauders:

V& have received your letter of June 26, 1980, i n which you determ ned that
proposed Econom c Devel opnent Admi nistration energy conservation inprove-
nments woul d have no adverse effect onthe "City Hall Annex and Adm nistra-
tion BuiJAdjji*- (Od Post Office) and the "Central Fire Station,"Trfockton, »
tAssagbvisalls, BotE~properties are included in the National Register"oF~
Historic Places. The Executive Director objects to yor determnation
because your proposed grant condition does not provide a method of resolving
di sagreenent between the Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer
(SHOQ and the applicant, should they be unable to agree onfinal project

pl ans.

Pursuant to Section 800.6(a)(2) of the Council's regulations (36 QR Part
800), the Executive Director will withdraw this objection i f thefollowing
condition isincluded in the grant offer.

Prior to the comrmencenent of rehabilitation activities, the Gantee
agrees to provide evidence satisfactory to the Governnent that the SHO
has had the opportunity to review and comment upon the final plans and
specifications for the "City Hall Annex and Adm nistation Builiding"
(Od Post OfficeBuilding), andthe "Central Fire Station." [f, after
review of the plans, the SHOis of the opinion that the project will
adversely affect the resources, the matter will bereferredto HOAfor
application of the Council regulations as appropriate.

If you agree to this condition, please sign onthe concurrence |ine bel ow
and returnthis letter tous. This will then beincorporated into your
determnation and the Executive Director will wthdraw his objection to your
determ nation of no adverse effect.



I'n accordance with Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a copy of
your determnation of no adverse effect, along wth supporting docunentation
and this concurrence, should be included i n any assessment or statement
prepared for this undertaking in conpliance with the National Environnental
Policy Act and should be included i n your records as evidence of your
conpliance with Section 106 of the National Historic PreservationAct and
the Council's regulations.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Jordan E. Tannenbaum /
Chi ef, Eastem Division of
Project Review

| concur:

date



Advisory
Council On
Historic

Pr eservation

1522 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

July 31, 1980

M. Andrew E Kauders

Special Assistant for the Environnent
Econom ¢ Devel opment  Administration
Department of QCormer ce

Washington, DC 20230

Dear M. Kauders:

O July 29, 1980, we received the concurrence t othe condition for your
determnnation that the proposed Econom c Devel opnent Adm nistration energy
conservation inprovenents woul d not adversely affect: the "tity Hall Annex and
Admi nistration Building" (OdPost Office) andthe 'feenjycal Fire Station,"
Brockton, Massachusetts, a property included i nthe National'lSSgTsteirTrf
Historic Places. A-copy of that letter i senclosed. As youagree tothis
condition, the ExecutiveDirector does not object to your determnation of

no adverse effect.
Thank youf or your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Jordan E Tannenbaum
|ief. Eastern Divisionof
Project Review

Encl osure






