
Form No 10-300 , \0 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM 

rOR NPS USE ONLY 

mn 1 :̂  1Q7-

DATA SHFFT 

RECEIVED 

0AT£ ENTERED JUL 2 5 1977 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 

TYPE ALL ENTRIES COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

[NAME 
HISTORIC 4*'^ C e n t r a l F i r e S t a t i o n 

AND/OR COMMON 

same 

[LOCATION 
STREETS NUMBER 

40 Pleasant S t r e e t 
_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 
Brockton 

VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

n t h 
STATE 

Massachusetts 
CODE 

02401 

COUNTY 

Plymouth 

CODE 
023 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

^_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

X_PUBLIC 

—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

-XOCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

21YES: RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED " 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 

AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

X F i r e . -OTHER 
S t a t i o n 

nOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Brockton Fi re Departmient 

STREETS NUMBER 

4 0 P l e a s a n t S t r e e t 

CITY, TOWN 

B r o c k t o n VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Massachusetts 02401 

HLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDs,ETC. P l y m o u t h C o t i n t y R e g i s t r y o f D e e d s 

STREETS NUMBER 

R u s s e l l S t r e e t 

CITY. TOWN 

Plymouth 

STATE 

Massachusetts, 02360 

O REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f t h e Commonwealth 

DATE 1976 

—FEDERAL XSTATE _ -COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

CITY, TOWN Boston STATE 

Massachusetts 02108 



B DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

^-EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED ^ ?LuNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Central Fire Station i s located on Pleasant Street i n downtown Brockton i n a mixed 
commercial/residential area. The exterior of the building has changed l i t t l e since 
i t s construction i n 1884. The 3 story, Mansard roof structure i s of red brick with a 
granite foundation. Fenestration i s t a l l narrow windows of either 1/1 or 2/2. A 
corbelled brick table encircles the b u i l d i n g beneath the slate roof. 

The symmetrical facade faces north toward Pleasant Street. I t i s dominated by a 
central projecting p a v i l i o n ; the f i r s t story of t h i s i s dominated by two engine bays 
whose 5x6 panel wooden doors are painted green and white. The second and t h i r d h o r i ­
zontal bands of panels at the top of the doors are glass. The doors are topped by a 
pl a i n frieze and molded cornice supported by end brackets. Above each door i s a 
group of 3 half windows with granite l i n t e l s and s i l l s . At the center of these window 
groupings i s a raised granite plaque noting the date of the building's erection. The 
t h i r d story has three decorative dormers painted green. The center dormer i s composed 
of paired 1/1 windows. This i s flanked by the 2/2 window dormers on either side. A l l 
three are framed by molded architraves and headed by a wide, projecting, molded en­
tablature. The narrow east and west elevations of the p a v i l l i o n each contain a t a l l 
wooden door headed by a 2/2 window on the second story. 

Flanking the center p a v i l l i o n i s the main body of the building. Both the eastern and 
western facade ends have an engine bay i d e n t i c a l to those i n the projection. These 
bays are topped by two 2/2 windows on the second story and by a single 2/2 dormer win­
dow i n the roof. The f i v e bay deep east and west elevations have f i v e segmentally 
arched 2/2 windows on each story, and three dormers i d e n t i c a l to those on the facade. 
These dormers are flanked by t a l l chiiraieys with molded bric k ornament on either side. 

The rear (southem) portion of the roof shows the square, f l a t roofed uppermost portion 
of the hose drying tower. This structure was o r i g i n a l l y decorated with ornate brackets 
and had a peaked roof. I t contained a b e l l which was used as the f i r e alarm. 

A small one story wing which houses offices and equipment was added to the west 
elevation at some unknown time. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Brockton's Central Fire Station i s s i g n i f i c a n t for a technological achievement 
and as a w e l l preserved and maintained example of the Second Empire Style of 
architecture. Although i t cannot be described as a high style example of Second 
Empire architecture, i t remains one of the f i n e s t examples of i t s style i n Brockton. 

The Central Fire Station was completed i n 1884, one year a f t e r the Edison El e c t r i c 
Illuminating Company power st a t i o n began operation. This was the f i r s t three-wire 
underground e l e c t r i c d i s t r i b u t i o n system i n the country, and Central Fire Station 
has the f i r s t e l e c t r i c a l l y illuminated f i r e s t a t i o n i n the nation. 

The building was designed by Waldo V. Howard, one of Brockton's most successful late 
19th century architects. Like scores of small c i t y architects throughout New 
England, Howard worked i n a variety of r e v i v a l styles popular i n Victorian America. 
Besides the Fire Station, Howard Is known to have designed the I t a l i a n a t e Satucket 
Block on Main Street, the Romanesque Gardner Block on Center Street and the Queen 
Anne F i r s t Universallst Church on Cottage Street, a l l i n Brockton. 
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Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street. NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

July 16, 1980 

Mr. Andrew E. Kauders 
Special Assistant for the Environment 
Economic Development Administration 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

Dear Mr. Kauders: 

We have received your l e t t e r of June 26, 1980, in which you determined that 
proposed Economic Development Administration energy conservation improve­
ments would have no adverse effect on the "City Hall Annex and Administra­
tion BuiJAdjji^'- (Old Post Office) and the "Central Fire Station,"Trfockton, ̂  
t^ssagbvisa11s, BotE~properties are included i n the National Register"oF~ 
Historic Places. The Executive Director objects to yor determination 
because your proposed grant condition does not provide a method of resolving 
disagreement between the Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer 
(SHPO) and the applicant, should they be unable to agree on f i n a l project 
plans. 

Pursuant to Section 800.6(a)(2) of the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 
800), the Executive Director w i l l withdraw this objection i f the following 
condition is included in the grant offer. 

Prior to the commencement of rehabilitation a c t i v i t i e s , the Grantee 
agrees to provide evidence satisfactory to the Government that the SHPO 
has had the opportunity to review and comment upon the f i n a l plans and 
specifications for the "City Hall Annex and Administation Builiding" 
(Old Post Office Building), and the "Central Fire Station." I f , after 
review of the plans, the SHPO is of the opinion that the project w i l l 
adversely affect the resources, the matter w i l l be referred to EDA for 
application of the Council regulations as appropriate. 

I f you agree to this condition, please sign on the concurrence line below 
and return this l e t t e r to us. This w i l l then be incorporated into your 
determination and the Executive Director w i l l withdraw his objection to your 
determination of no adverse effect. 



In accordance with Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a copy of 
your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting documentation 
and this concurrence, should be included in any assessment or statement 
prepared for this undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and should be included in your records as evidence of your 
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and 
the Council's regulations. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

V Jordan E. Tannenbaum / 
Chief, Eastem Division of 

Project Review 

I concur: 

date 



Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

July 31 , 1980 

Mr. Andrew E. Kauders 
Special Assistant for the Environment 
Economic Development Administration 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

Dear Mr. Kauders: 

On July 29, 1980, we received the concurrence to the condition for your 
determination that the proposed Economic Development Administration energy 
conservation improvements would not adversely affect: the " t i t y Hall Annex and 
Administration Building" (Old Post Office) and the 'feenjycal_Fire Station," 
Brockton, Massachusetts, a property included in the National'ISSgTsteirTrf 
Historic Places. A copy of that l e t t e r is enclosed. As you agree to this 
condition, the Executive Director does not object to your determination of 
no adverse effect. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Jordan E. Tannenbaum 
l i e f . Eastern Division of 
Project Review 

Enclosure 




