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Town «Smifrvillp NBA
Address  48-52 H ghl and Avenue

Historic Nane Langnaid Building

use: Presait apartment hoiise

Original apartment house

CESO I PTTQN
Dat e ca. 1875-1883

Sour ce Nap researcn
Style Second Enpire

Architect unknown

Exterior V&l Fabric hrirk/<tnnp tn'iT

Outbuildings nnn?

Magor Alterations (with dates) "one

condition 90od

MOﬂj no Date n/a

Acreage less than one acre

Setting The property faces onto a major
thoroughrare in a densely built
urban area. The property faces
the institutional distll'ict Of
Somerviiie, Central Hill where
xne 11 Drary, nigh School and

City Hall are located.
Recorded by Betsy Friedberg, Preservation

o . ~Vlanner
Ccgani zationMass.  Historical Connission

Cat e Mly 1985



NATICRJAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicedale)

The Langmaid Building, 48-52 Highland Avenue, is awell-built example of
apartment rowhouses, built in the late-19th century, at the height of
Somerville's period of greatest growth and development. The property retains
integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association, and fulfills Criteria Aand C of the National Register of
Historic Places on the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIFICANCE Describe important ardiitectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the comnunity.

The Langmaid Building, 48-52 Highland Avenue is typical of the Second Empire
influenced apartment row houses built in Somerviiie in the 1870s and 1880s.
The use of panel brick with decorative insets is characteristic, as isthe
slate covered mansard roof. Thethree towers with polygonal roofs are of

varying height. Stone lintels andsills, andsegmental-arched window openings
on the end facade, further ornament the building.

HISTCRICAL ScalFICANCE- Explain the role onnas played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the devdopnent of the connunity.

Samuel Langmaid and members of the Langmaid family developed several handsome
brick rows in Somerviiie, of which 48-52 Highland Avenue is a fine example (as
is Langmaid Terrace 359-365 Broadway, # 117). This building constructed ca.
1875-1883, wasthe first onthis block on Highland Avneue. Subsequent
apartment construction on Highland Avenue included the equally stylish
Romanesque Revival Highland Building # 140. As Highland Avenue was a
well-travelled route to Boston, residents of the Langmaid Building could
easily commute into the city.

of Somerviiie, 1884
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