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OWNER'S NAME:

Mobile City College, Inc. - President Dr. Joan R. Thomas
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CONDITION

(Check One)

Q Excellent BE Good Q Fair Q Deteriorated Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One) 

|XJ Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved B2 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Two major remodelings - 1963, 1971

Styler Late Federal with Greek Revival details.

PlanN Originally a square with one bay projecting on the east side. Later 
in the 19th Century a brick L was added to the rear on the east side which 
has open wooden galleries. Major renovations in 1963 and 1971 have not 
changed the basic shapeVs^ The interior has a wide central hall on all three 
stories. It appears that originally there was one large room on each side 
of the hall on each story.

s^ 
Materials & Methods of Construction; Brick bearing walls with wooden floor
and roof framing. Plaster interior walls. Hip roof is now covered with 
asbestos shingles. The main north facade has face brick with thin mortar 
joints. Common brick with common bond is used on the sides and rear. Five 
rows of stretchers. The face brick on facade was a deep red. The entire 
building is now painted white. The additions have seven stretcherjjj^

The north 3-story elevation has five bays with pedimented doorways in the 
center bay on first and second stories and a pedimented window with side 
lights on the third story. The first floor doorway has scored stucco batters 
Windows have wooden sills and flat arches covered with plaster. The east 
and west sides have four bays with no original doorways. Windows throughout 
are double hung, wooden sash, 6 over 6 lights with louvered shutters. A 
simple dentil course forms the cornice around the entire building.

rn 
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IronworkX The original facade has been altered by the addition of a two-
story canopied cast iron veranda which must have replaced an earlier entrance 
which gave access to the second floor?* Stylistically the iron work is 
typical of the region in the late 19th Century with foliated "Gothic" arches 
and apron supported on thin cast iron columns with stylized capitals.
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Scale and Proportion; Large, restrained, institutional in character, 
situated on appropriately landscaped spacious grounds.

Well

Interior Appearance; A quality of space, with wide hall, large rooms. First 
floor ceiling height of 8 f , second floor 12'A Simple wooden Greek Revival 
mantels. ^Simple architrave moulding on some interior window trim. Turned 
newels & balusters on staircase which rises through the three floors. Random 
width pine floors. Some interior doors have transoms and all have plain trin.

Present; Somewhat altered to accommodate present use as a business^"v ^. 
college. ,/YhV' /
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This is one of the earliest buildings in the State built for philanthropic 
purposes. It was designed for an orphanage and so served for 125 years, 
only recently changing hands and becoming a business

A legislative Act of 1840 incorporated the Protestant Orphans Asylum 
Society to care for the scores of children orphaned by the dreaded 
annual yellow fever plagues.

The property was purchased in 1845 and building commenced. The 
Dedication Stone above the main entrance on the second story reads 
"1845". The building is said to have cost $4,000.00

The Historic American Buildings Survey lists Henry MOFFATT, Architect. 
Mobile City Directories of 1842 includes Henry MOFFAT. Carpenter. In 
1844, Henry MOFFETT, Buildtr is listed. Burial records spell the name 
MOFFIT, state that he was a native of Philadelphia, a carpenter and was 
31 years of age when he died in 1847.

The building is a fine example of its style and period and has a social 
history of importance to the community.



Burial Records of Mobile County 1820-1856. 

Glennon, John F. and Rosemary, Where Time Bears Witness to Sound Building,
Mobile: First National Bank, 1935. 

Minutes - Board of Managers, Protestant Children's Home. 

Mobile City Directories 1842-1844 - Mobile Public Library.
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NAME AND TITLE: y/ Warner Floyd Nancy Holmes 
Executive Director Executive Director

ORGANIZATION DATE

Ala. Historical Commission/Mobile Historic Development Comm. March 14, 1973
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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