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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Greeafield Hall, the former Sill House, is a stately red 
brick two and one half story building located on the main street 
of Haddonfield. It is surrounded by boxwoods, trees and a flower 
garden. The main section of the house was built iiLJLB.ljl. The 
small wing on the east end of the house ^as built in 17^7.

Sxterior:
It is all brick construction. There is a slate roof with 

four corner chimneys and a wood balustrade. There ars five bays, 
symetrically placed, with center double doors. The windows are 
six over six sash with panelled shutters. There are marble steps 
and wrought iron railings leading to the main entrance. The rear 
kitchen wing is a one story frame with standing seam tin roof. 
There are brick steps with wrought iron railings leading to a 
flagstone terrace. The east wing is six over six sash and two 
bayed. There are panelled shutters. The basement entrance is in 
the rear off the main section of the house.

Interior:
The smaller wing on the east- side has one small room on each 

floor. The main section contains a through center hall with a 
large open staircase. There are two large high ceiling rooms on 
each side with a frame wing on the northeast and containing 4 
kitchen. A small" laundry is off the kitchen. There are two wash­ 
rooms on the first floor.

There is interior classical trim in the main high ceiling 
rooms with pilasters ana architrave detail at the doors and the 
windows. Inside vestibule doors have lattice work following the 
Chinese Chippendale dlesign. There are ver/ large fireplaces and 
an exceptionally fine one in the Keeping Room. There are also 
panelled doors, silver plated hardware and brass door locks. 
There are fireplaces i.i every room with original "King of Prussia" 
Pennsylvania marble mantels. Ill the doors, trim, floors etc. 
are original and kept in exceptional condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SETTLEMENT:
This structure is one of the more important buildiags in 

Haddoafield, part of the land on which this house stands was 
given to John Gill in 1725 by Elizabeth Haddon Estaugh and her 
husband, thought to be distantly related to John Gill and very, 
closely associated ^ith him.

John Gill, who came to America around 1711, owned this land 
and a large tract of land several miles to the S <uth. It is be­ 
lieved that a small crude cabin once existed on this property 
and remains of it still could be seen as late as 1897. Over sev­ 
eral years, John Gill purchased 87 acres of land surrounding his 
original tract. He practiced law in the Haddoni'ield ^r^a doing 
an exceptional amount of work for the Sstaugh family after the 
death of Elizabeth aad her husband.

Around 1747 John Gill deeded the property i.i Haadonfield 
to John Gill II tfho had recently married. Shortly thereafter he 
built the small two bay section of the house that is now a por­ 
tion of the present structure. He, too, was an attorney and han­ 
dled the Estaugh Estate.

It is interesting to note that in each of the early gener­ 
ations of Gills in America thera was only one son in each gen­ 
eration. He was consistantly named John ana inherited the family 
property, i/flien John Gill IV became owner in l8ijl he remodeled 
the existing portion of the house and built the new house.

MILITARY:
Haddonfielu was exposed several times to activities of the 

Revolutionary Jar. The incident involving the Gill House occured 
in October of 1777. In order to secure Philadelphia, free control 
of the Delaware was necessary for the British. Consequently, unaer 
the command of Count Donop, 1,200 Hessians were sent to attack 
Fort hercer at Red_>Bank. These troops crossed the Delaware and 
landed at Cooper's Ferry on October 21, 1777. That same evening 
they marched to Haddonfield. There the troops camped in the fields 
of the Gill House and the surrounding property. The engagement 
proved to be costly and the troops were froced to retreat to Haddon-
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8. Significance (cont.)

field. The English eventually gained control of the Delaware but in 
so doing they suffered tremendous losses.
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