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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally the Jim Moore Place consisted of nine log buildings, a root cellar, 
an orchard, and agricultural fields. All of the buildings were constructed of 
logs hand-hewn with a broad axe. The first building was the dwelling house 
which was constructed in 1898 by Jim Moore and C. E. Churchill. The remaining 
structures were constructed by Jim Moore over a period of approximately 15 years. 
The walls of the log buildings are in good condition, while the condition' 
of the roofs ranges from collapsed to deteriorated. If the roofs are reconstructed, 
the buildings, including the root cellar, would be in very good condition and 
would not be adversely affected by normal weathering.

Alterations to the buildings were minor and done after Jim Moore died in 1942. 
John Wenzel installed a sink in the dwelling. He also ran pipes underground 
from the two creeks to the dwelling, thus eliminating the need to hand carry 
domestic water. Sumner Woods added a door and built interior partitions in 
the hay barn.

With the exception of the orchard being neglected and the agricultural fields 
not being utilized, the condition of the site and its environment is largely 
unchanged from when Jim Moore lived there. A fraue privy building was constructed 
after his death. The building has collapsed. The only other change to the 
environment is the replacement of the ferry with a pack bridge in 1952.



01 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC

— 1400-1499

—1500-1599

—1600-1699

— 1700-1799

—X1800-1899

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

X-AGRICULTURE

—ARCHITECTURE 

.—ART 

X_COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

_TRANSPORTATION

_OTHER (SPECiev*

SPECIFIC DATES 1898-1942 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Jim Moore

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jim Moore Place is the only remaining relatively unaltered example of a lifestyle 
that is rapidly disappearing in the Salmon River country. That portion of the Salmon 
River canyon which lies between the Nezperce and Payette National Forests was settled 
in the late 1890's and the early 1900's. At that time, the only method of ingress/ 
egress was by foot or horse; even today there are only three roads leading into that 
approximately 100-mile long portion of the canyon. Rugged self-sufficiency was not 
a cliche but the way of life for these early settlers.

These early settlers developed a lifestyle which was attuned to the unique climatic 
and geomorphologic features of the canyon. The canyon is an ideal place to live 
because it has a long growing season, fertile soil, and water for irrigation. Like 
the other early settlers, Jim Moore subsisted by growing vegetables and other food­ 
stuffs, raising chickens, and hunting. He obtained money (necessary for utilizing 
the pack trains) by periodically conducting placer mining and by selling vegetables 
and liquor (made from fruit grown in his orchard) to the miners working in the nearby 
mining districts of Dixie and Thunder Mountain. This seemingly good life is tempered 
by the isolation of the canyon resulting from the dearth of easily accessible roads 
or trails. The prohibitive freight costs charged by the packers meant the early 
settlers either did without many things considered essential elsewhere, or 
manufactured their own substitutes.

This lifestyle exists in the area but in a highly modified form. At the places which 
are still inhabited along the river, supplies are brought in by either boat or 
airplane (or by motor vehicles for those few by the roads). All of the early 
settlers are dead, only the Jim Moore Place, of all the early places of habitation, 
has not been extensively modernized and/or commercialized. This period of early 
settlement in the Salmon River canyon is an integral part of the history of Idaho.

Jim Moore never officially homesteaded his place; rather he located a placer mining 
claim on it on September 10, 1900. He named it the Slide Creek Placer. After his 
death, owners of the claim were Francis Zaunmiller Wisner, Bert Rhodes, Summer 
Woods, and John Wenzel. The Forest Service contested the claim and in 1966 it was 
declared to be void ab initio. The Forest Service now administers the site for its 
historical value.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Jim Moore Place is bounded on the northeast corner by Slide Creek, on the 
east and south by the Salmon River, on the west by Spring Creek, and on the 
north by a talus slope and ridge.
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Wenzel, John G.
1976 Personal Communication. Mr. Wenzel lived on the Jim Moore Place from 

July 19^7 to 1951. He was interviewed on October 6, 1976.
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10-Geographical Data

The area adjacent to the Jim Moore Place is only now being mapped by the U.S. 
^ Geologi c al Survey, jhu^U^^eferences_are not available... . /
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Legal Description:
Unsnrveyed Sections 22 and 27, T25N, R9E, Boise Meridian, Idaho County, Idaho.
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