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The Alms^tedt Brothers Building is. located in Louisville f s central business 
district. The structure is one Block from the West Main Street Historic 
District ("_ National Register I and the Levy Brothers Building (National 
Register) and next door to the Louisville Trust Company Building.

The Almstedt Brothers Building is a three-story, limestone sheathed
structure in the Beaux-Arts style. The first and second floors are
unified By a large arch. The arch is decorated by classical ornament andhhas
a keystone. It is flanked by two fluted pilasters with Corinthian capitals.
The door is centered in the first floor of the arch with a classical
surround and extended hood and crown. "The door is original and is a
large glass light set in a bronze frame* Planking the door are two
coupled windows. A stone entablature with dentils articulates this area
ftom three coupled windows above. Three stone panels ..aliQv.e.^hayeiBedal.lions and
aji urn in relief. The upper.section of the arch is filled by a multi-paned
window* The pilasters and the arch keystone visually support an entablature.
The name "Almstedt Brothers-" is carved in the frieze, with dentils and an
extended cornice with modillions above. Over this entablature are three
mtilti-paned windows articulated by paneled pilasters strips. The structure
ife capped by a plain stone parapet which is divided from the third
sf:ory by an extended cornice with dentils.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Almstedt Brothers Building, designed by the architectural firm Joseph and 
Joseph, is an excellent example of the Beau&Arts style applied to a small-scale 
city structure. The outstanding detailing and well organized classical 
composition make it one of the finest classical revival commercial structures 
in downtown Louisville.  

The Almstedt Brothers Building was constriicuted in 1930-31 during the first 
years of the depression during which, little building was undertaken in the 
city. The fi*rm was estaBlished in 1880 and still occupies the building.

The rich classical decoration and pristine condition of the exterior of 
the Almstedt Brothers Building make it one of the finest Classical Revival 
buildings to remain ±n Louisville's downtown. The large arch and 
the tworstory piasters give the structure a sense of monumentality for 
its relatively narrow dimensions. At the same time the articulation of 
the parts of ,the facade and the individual elements of the!decoration v 
relate the structure to the street and the pedestrian in a way which has 
been lost inmost contemporary architecture.

The firm of Joseph and Joseph was: founded in 1908. Alfred Joseph, Sr. 
had received his training with the firms of McDonald and Sheblessy and 
McDonald and Dodd. His brother, Oscar, received his formal training 
at the University of Michigan as a civil engineer. The firm's 
early works were stylistically related to those of McDonald and Dodd, such 
as the YMHA1 building and the Republic Building. In the 1920s Joseph 
and Joseph'^ works continued in the classical vein but with a more 
pure adaptation of Renaissance composition. Spanish and English Tudor 
styles were also adapted by the firm. Outstanding structures designed by 
the firm include the Rialto Theatre (destroyed}, the Commodore Apartments, 
the Willow Terrace and Dartmouth Apartments and the Kosair Hospital,

The Almstedt Brothers Building is an important element in the over-all 
flavor of downtown Louisville; it represents an ambience and scale which 
is; to quickly disappearing in the city'^s heart. It is also significant 
as an important example of a major local architectural firm which did much 
to shape the architectural character of downtown Louisville and the 
city's eastern suburbs.
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