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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jaffa Opera House is a two-story brick and sandstone~.buildin& 
constructed on a rectangular plan. It most closely follows the High^ 
Victorian Italianate style of architecture. The side and rear facades are 
faced with brick and are plain, while the front (northwest) facade jls faced 
with cut,sandstone. (The Opera House was one of the first buildings in"the 
area to make use of the high quality sandstone from the nearby quarries of 
D.A. Chappell.)

The ground_floor jfas constructed to house four separate business 
establishments. Originally, the four units were similar in design. The 
lar^e entranceway and stairway that, at one time, led to the second floor 
opera house, is^ centered and dissimilar from the other units• Single, two- 
story engaged columns mark the divisions between the units and flank the 
central recessed stairway.

There is a bracketed crowning cornice rising to carved pediments, four 
of them, one centered in each of the four units. The pediments are unrelated 
to facade below. Segmental arches are used in the central unit. The words 
"Trinidad Opera House" are centered in the crowning pediment, with the date 
"1882" below. The central arched entrance has radiating voussoirs.

There are 13 double hung windows with plain molding on the second 
floor, three to each unit and one above the central entrance. Between and 
above the windows is a symetrical repetition of carved, linear design motifs 
that work with the ornamental cornice and pediments to display a rather busj 
front.

The ground floor has seen many alterations over the years. Today the 
Hausman "Rexall" Drug Store occupies both units left of the center entrance 
way as you face it. There is one large centered entryway to the drug store, 
recessed and with pillars. It has a two-leaf door with transom and full 
story fixed windows with trabeated window openings.

The unit immediately to the right of the center staircase is the only 
unit that is still similar to the original, with central, recessed, two- 
leaf door and full story fixed windows. The windows have been removed in 
the other unit and it has been arcaded as an entrance to a movie house, now 
abandoned.

The second floor opera house, when it existed, had a seating capacity 
of 710. The stage was b$ feet wide and 20 feet from the footlights to the 
back wall. The proscenium opening was 22 feet wide and 16 feet high.

near the center of the stage and the depth under the 
st%V; wasl^and one-half feet. The Opera House had eight sets of
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Sol and Henry Jaffa came to the rapidly growing town of Trinidad, 
Colorado, around 18?0. They were joined in 18?2 by another brother, Samuel, 
The brothers, as partners, did well in the mercantile business. (fThey were 
also instrumental in establishing the first Jewish congregation in Trinidad,)

In 1881, they purchased an entire block near the heart of the 
community. Two years later construction was completed on the major building; 
of the block, the Jaffa Opera House. The street floor was a commercial 
center and the entire second floor was the opera house.

For the next twenty years this would be the cultural heart of Trinidad 
The top stage, opera and vaudeville troupes touring the West performed here 
Most of the bookings were made by Pete McCall who booked touring companies 
for theaters in Denver, so most of the acts he booked for Denver performed 
in Trinidad as well. A program found in recent years told of famed 
Margaret Mather playing Juliet here in 188?. Activity at the Opera House 
hit its peak in the 1890s.

Much of'^fBe groUM £fT6or has been the Hausman Drug Store over the years,
,ted by the same family. There was a liquor store in the center of the 

A movie theater was located at the opposite corner from Hausman 
for many years. It was called the Maze Theater from 1910-1913, 
from 1915 to 1918, the Palace from 1926-?, and finally the Isis,

in the 1960s. Since that time this section of the building has 
.oned, the seats have been torn out, and the area has deteriorated

md

second floor has been used primarily for offices (doctors, dentist 
a ^oan office » and apartments). Since the late 19^0s, the entire 

floor is composed entirely of apartments and furnished rooms.
S>

Today it is a key building in a local Model Cities program. The plan 
calls for restoring the opera house, much like the original, to make it 
once again a cultural center for Trinidad and a key to the city's historic
past. . _j ,. • , / ,.-,/•-> *•'./ •' •••^ f •• * - -• • •- • - - • - > • • -^'- -•'
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