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Whe Emerson Bromo-Seltzer Tower, designed by Joseph Evans Sperry
and built in 1911, is unique in Baltimore because it was in-
spired by the Palazzo Vecchio in Florence, Italy, and because
its height of fifteen stories made it the tallest building in
Baltimore until the 1930's. As such, it became a visual land-
mark for several generations of Baltimoreans as well as a
symbol of the city to other Americans.

s
In-style, it is Romanesque, constructed of yellow brick with
stone trim. It is topped with projecting brackets which sup-
port an octagonal crenellated tower. Just below the bracketing
is the clock, reputed to be the largest four dial gravity clock
in the world, with faces twenty-four feet in diameter. Beneath
the clock, on each side, is a stone balcony supported by brack-
ets which form arches over the four windows. Continuing down
the facades, there are four window bays of rectangular windows
with flat arched lintels and stone sills. Above the second
floor, there is another stone balcony with four swag decorations.
Until 1936, the building was crowned with a giant revolving
Bromo- Seltzer Bottle, fashioned of steel and illuminated at
night. Although the bottle is gone now, the tower remains an
important element in Baltimore's skyscgge.N
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Captain Issac E. Emerson was a prominent citizen of Baltimore
at the turn of the century, and his Bromo-Seltzer Tower remains
as a monument to his civic energy and his own self-esteem.
Emerson was born in North Carolina and came to Baltimore in 188
after graduating from the University of North Carolina. He en-~
tered the retail drug business and set up a laboratory where he
worked on his new headache remedy, Bromo-Seltzer. He had per-
fected its composition by 1888 and, in 1891, he organized his
own company, the Emerson Drug Company. In addltlon to the
Bromo-Seltzer Tower which housed the drug company , Captain
Emerson built the Emerson Hotel, the Emersonian apartments and
established the Brooklandwood Farm Dairy, an innovation in
roadside sales. il

Emerson was instrumental in the organization of the Maryland
Naval Reserves in 1894. He commanded a ship manned by the Re-
serves during the Spanish-American War; hence the title Captain
Emerson's contemporaries thought highly of him as a biographi-
cal sketch shows: " (Emerson) is progressive, enterprising and
publlc spirited to a fault ... he interests himself thoroughly
in everything tending to advance our city, and is a patron of
all worthy enterprises seeking to push Baltimore to the front."

Eventually, the Warner-Lambert Pharmaceutical Company of New
Jersey took over the Emerson Drug Company, and in 1967, the
tower and office building at its base were offered to the city
at a modest price. The office building was razed to make room
for a new fire station, but the Commission for Historical and
Architectural Preservation prevailed upon the Mayor to allow
the tower to stand. Presently, the Maryland Crafts Council is
trying to make the tower a permanent arts and crafts center.

l"I‘he Baltimore American Illustrated Edition, 1895, p. 71.
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